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                                                                         Polity and Governance 

High Level Group (HLEG) on Agricultural Exports 

Why in News? 

The High Level Group (HLEG) on Agricultural Exports set up by the Fifteenth Finance Commission has submitted its 
report. 

The Terms of Reference of the HLEG: The HLEG was set up to recommend measurable performance incentives for 
states to encourage agricultural exports and to promote crops to enable high import substitution. 

• To assess export & import substitution opportunities for Indian agricultural products in the changing 
international trade scenario. 

• To recommend strategies and measures to increase farm productivity, enable higher value addition, ensure 
waste reduction, strengthen logistics infrastructure etc.  

• To identify the impediments for private sector investments along the agricultural value chain and suggest policy 
measures and reforms. 

• To suggest appropriate performance-based incentives to the state governments for the period 2021-22 to 
2025-26, to accelerate reforms in the agriculture sector. 

 

Major recommendations:  

 Demand driven approach: Focus on 22 crop value chains. 
 Focus on value addition: Solve Value Chain Clusters (VCC) holistically. 
 Create a State led export plan: With participation from stakeholders. 
 Role of Private Sector: Should play an anchor role. 
 Role of Centre: Should be an enabler. 
 Robust institutional mechanism: To fund and support implementation. 

A State-led Export Plan:  

• Proposed in the report is a business plan for a crop value chain cluster, that will lay out the opportunity, 
initiatives and investment required to meet the desired value chain export aspiration.  

• These plans will be action-oriented, time-bound and outcome-focused.   
• The success of the State led Export Plan will depend on the following factors- 

 
 Plans should be collaboratively prepared with private sector players and Commodity Boards. 
 Institutional governance should be promoted across state and centre.  
 Funding through convergence of existing schemes, Finance Commission allocation and private sector 

investment. 
Private sector to play a pivotal role: 

• In ensuring demand orientation and focus on value addition;  
• Ensuring project plans are feasible, robust, implementable and appropriately funded;  
• Providing funds for technology based on business cases and for creating urgency and discipline for project 

implementation.  
Potential of India’s agricultural export: 

• To grow from USD 40 billion to USD 70 billion in a few years. 
• Estimated investment in agricultural export could be USD  8-10 billion across inputs, infrastructure, processing 

and demand enablers. 
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• Job creation: Additional exports are likely to create an estimated 7-10 million jobs. 
• Higher farm productivity: It will lead to higher farm productivity and farmer income. 

 

15th Finance Commission: 

The Fifteenth Finance Commission was constituted on 27 November 2017, under the chairman NK Singh. 

The Term of Reference of 15th FC: 

 The demand on the resources of the Central Government particularly on account of defence, internal 
security, infrastructure, railways, climate change, etc.  

 The demand on the resources of the State Governments, particularly on account of financing 
socioeconomic development and critical infrastructure, etc. 

 The impact of the GST, including payment of compensation for possible loss of revenues for 5 years, and 
abolition of a number of cesses ,etc.  

• New dynamic: The reorganisation of the State of Jammu and Kashmir into two Union Territories - one of Jammu 
and Kashmir and one of Ladakh - presents a new dynamic.  

• Formula that decides a State’s share 
 

 

Weight in 15th FC Parameters Weight in 14th FC 

15 

 (2011 Census) 
Population 

27.5 

(17.5 - 1972, 10 - 2011 Census) 

15 Area 15 

10 Forest and Ecology 7.5 

45 Income Distance 50 

12.5 Demographic Performance - 

2.5 Tax Effort - 

 

India’s Military Ties with Nepal - Gurkha Regiment 

Why in News? 
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Relations between India and Nepal are currently strained with Nepal's Parliament approving a new map with Indian 
territories included. 

 

How did India’s military ties with Nepal evolve? 

• Soldiers from Nepal form a significant part of Indian Army’s 
legendary Gurkha regiment. 

• India’s military connection with Nepal goes back to the reign 
of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. 

• His army in Lahore enlisted Nepalese soldiers called Lahure or 
soldiers of fortune. 

• British India raised the first battalion of the Gurkha Regiment as the Nasiri regiment on April 24, 1815. 
• By the time the First World War started, there were 10 Gurkha regiments in the British Indian Army. 
• When India got freedom, these regiments were divided between the British and Indian armies. 
• This was done as per the Britain–India–Nepal Tripartite Agreement signed in November 1947. 
• Six Gurkha regiments with a lakh-odd soldiers came to India. 
• This went on to raise another regiment called '11 Gurkha Rifles'. 
• This was to accommodate soldiers of 7th Gurkha Rifles and the 10th Gurkha Rifles, who chose not to transfer to 

the British Army. 
What are the current practices? 

• Any Nepali can join the Indian Army, both as a jawan and as an officer. 
• A citizen of Nepal can take the National Defence Academy or Combined Defence Services exams and join the 

Indian Army as an officer. 
• The Nepalese army also sends its officers for training to India’s military academies and combat colleges. 
• The Gurkha regiments, which have 35 battalions, recruit a large number of troops from Nepal. 
• There is a strong inter-personal ties between the soldiers and officers of the two countries due to the Gurkha 

regiments. 
• Every year, battalions commission a tour of Nepal. 
• Young officers from India trek to traditional recruiting areas in the rugged Himalayas. 
• They meet the locals, and often live in villages with ex-servicemen. 
• Both the officers and the troops are fiercely proud of their war cry ‘Jai Maha Kali, Ayo Gorkhali’, the khukri, and 

their command over Gurkhali language. 
• [Khukri is a type of large, recurved traditional knife that originated in Nepal.] 
• In the initial years after Independence, any officer who could not master Gurkhali in 3 months was shifted to 

another regiment. 
• The Indian Chief of Army Staff can be the honorary chief of the Nepalese army. 
• This convention dates back to 1972. 
• Back then, the Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw, a Gurkha regiment officer, was made the honorary chief of the 

Nepalese army. 
• Ever since, the Army chief of India is the honorary chief of the Nepalese army and vice-versa. 

 

How about the rights of the soldiers from Nepal? 

• Soldiers from Nepal enjoy the same benefits as the India troops both during service and after retirement. 
• They get the same medical facilities as the Indian soldiers. 
• They can avail of healthcare facilities in India as well. 
• Also, often, medical teams from the Indian Army tour Nepal. 
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• The British started giving the Nepalese soldiers pension only a few years ago. 
• Unlike this, the Indian Army has never discriminated against the Nepalese soldiers. 
• The Indian Army also runs welfare projects in Nepal villages, including small water and power projects. 

 

Three-language Formula 

Why in news? 

Tamil Nadu has rejected the three-language formula advocated in the National Education Policy (NEP 2020). 

What does this rejection reiterate? 

• By rejecting, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister has only reiterated the State’s unwavering position on an emotive and 
political issue. 

• Tamil Nadu has a two-language policy that remains non-negotiable for almost the entire political class. 
• This policy was implemented decades ago after a historic agitation against the imposition of Hindi. 

 

Did the policy talk about any imposition? 

• The policy said that no language will be imposed on any State. 
• But, it has expectedly cut no ice with parties in Tamil Nadu, which have risen in near unison to oppose the 

proposal. 
• Tamil Nadu Chief Minister appealed to the Prime Minister to allow States to follow their own language policy. 
• In a State that resisted multiple attempts to impose Hindi since 1937, political parties are wary of any mandate 

to impart an additional language in schools. 
• They fear this would eventually pave the way for Hindi to enter the State through the back door. 
• Since 1985, the State has even refused to allow Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas to be set up as they teach Hindi. 

 

What is the effectiveness of the two-language policy? 

• The two-language policy of Tamil and English was piloted by former Chief Minister C.N. Annadurai in 1968. 
• It has thus far worked well in the State. 
• In a liberalised world, more windows to the world are being opened up for those proficient in English, a global 

link language. 
• The State’s significant human resources contribution to the IT sector is attributed to its recruits‘ English fluency 

as much as to their technical knowledge. 
• There is an argument that Tamil Nadu is depriving students of an opportunity to learn Hindi, touted as a national 

link language. 
 

What is the reality? 

• The State’s voluntary learning has never been restricted. 
• The growth over the past decade in the number of CBSE schools, where the language is taught, would bear 

testimony to this. 
• The patronage for the 102-year-old Dakshina Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha, based in Chennai, also proves this. 
• In the Sabha’s centenary year, Tamil Nadu accounted for 73% of active Hindi pracharaks (teachers) in South 

India. 
• Out of necessity, many in the State have picked up conversational Hindi to engage with the migrant population. 
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• Only compulsion is met with resistance. 
• India’s federal nature and diversity demand that no regional language is given supremacy over another. 

 

 EWS Quota Law 

Why in news? 

The Supreme Court has referred to a five-judge Constitution Bench a batch of petitions challenging the Economically 
Backward Section (EWS) quota law. 

What is the law? 

• The 103rd Constitution Amendment of 2019 provides for 10% reservation in government jobs and educational 
institutions for EWS. 

• This reservation is provided by amending Articles 15 and 16 of the Constitution that deal with the fundamental 
right to equality. 

• [Article 15 prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. 
• Article 16 guarantees equal opportunity in matters of public employment.] 
• The amendment adds an additional clause to both the provisions. 
• This clause gives Parliament the power to make special laws for EWS like it does for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled 

Tribes and OBCs. 
• The states are to notify who constitute EWS to be eligible for reservation. 

What does the reference mean? 

• A reference to a larger Bench means that the legal challenge is an important one. 
• Article 145(3) - The minimum number of Judges who are to sit for deciding any case involving a question of law 

as to the interpretation of this Constitution shall be five. 
• The SC rules of 2013 - A bench of two judges will generally hear writ petitions that allege a violation of 

fundamental rights, unless it raises substantial questions of law. 
• In that case, a five-judge bench would hear the case. 
• Laws made by Parliament are presumed to be constitutional until proven otherwise in court. 
• The SC had refused to stay the 103rd Amendment. 
• A reference will make no difference to the operation of the EWS quota. 

What are the grounds of challenge? 

• The law was challenged on the ground that it violates the Basic Structure of the Constitution, which says that. 
• The special protections guaranteed to socially disadvantaged groups are part of the Basic Structure. 
• The argument is that the amendment departs from this Basic Structure by promising special protections on the 

sole basis of economic status. 
• Although there is no exhaustive list of what forms the Basic Structure, any law that violates it is understood to 

be unconstitutional. 
• The petitioners have also challenged the amendment because it violates the SC’s 1992 ruling in Indra Sawhney 

case. 
• This ruling upheld the Mandal Report and capped reservations at 50%. 
• In the ruling, the court held that economic backwardness cannot be the sole criterion for identifying backward 

class. 
• Another challenge has been made on behalf of private, unaided educational institutions. 
• They have argued that their fundamental right to practise a trade/profession is violated when the state compels 

them to implement its reservation policy. 
What are the government’s arguments? 
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• The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment filed counter-affidavits to defend the amendment. 
• When a law is challenged, the burden of proving it unconstitutional lies on the petitioners. 
• The government argued that under Article 46 of the Constitution, it has a duty to protect the interests of EWSs. 
• [Article 46 - It is a part of Directive Principles of State Policy. 
• It states that the State shall promote with special care the educational and economic interests of the weaker 

sections of the people. 
• It also says that special care should be given, in particular, to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes.] 
• Countering Basic Structure argument - The government argued that to sustain a challenge against a 

constitutional amendment, it must be shown that the very identity of the Constitution has been altered. 
• Countering Indra Sawhney argument - For this, the government relied on a 2008 ruling in Ashok Kumar Thakur v 

Union of India case. 
• In this 2008 ruling, the SC upheld the 27% quota for OBCs. 
• The argument is that the court accepted that the definition of OBCs was not made on the sole criterion of caste 

but a mix of caste and economic factors. 
• It made this argument to prove that there need not be a sole criterion for according reservation. 
• For the unaided institutions, it argued that the Constitution allows the Parliament to place reasonable 

restrictions on the right to carry on trade. 
What are the terms of reference framed by the court? 

The SC agreed that the case involved at least three substantial questions of law, whether: 

 The economic criteria alone cannot be the basis to determine backwardness; 
 The EWS quota exceeds the ceiling cap of 50% set by the court; 
 The rights of unaided private educational institutions. 

• Although Chief Justice of India S A Bobde heads the Bench that made the reference, the case could wait to be 
heard by a larger Bench. 

• The timing depends on the court’s resources, as it would have to spare five judges and allocate time to the 
larger Bench hearing. 
 

Mandal Commission 
• In exercise of the powers conferred by Article 340 of the Constitution, the President appointed a backward 

class commission in December 1978 under the chairmanship of B. P. Mandal. 
• The commission was formed to determine the criteria for defining India’s “socially and educationally backward 

classes” and to recommend steps to be taken for the advancement of those classes. 
• The Mandal Commission concluded that India’s population consisted of approximately 52 percent OBCs, 

therefore 27% government jobs should be reserved for them. 
• The commission has developed eleven indicators of social, educational, and economic backwardness. 
• Apart from identifying backward classes among Hindus, the Commission has also identified backward classes 

among non-Hindus (e.g., Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, and Buddhists. 
• It has generated an all-India other backward classes (OBC) list of 3,743 castes and a more underprivileged 

“depressed backward classes” list of 2,108 castes. 
 

 

Telemedicine Service Platform: eSanjeevani 

Why in News? 

The telemedicine service platforms of the Ministry of Health FamilyWelfare i.e. ‘eSanjeevani’ and ‘eSanjeevaniOPD’ have 
completed 1.5 lakh tele-consultations. 
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 The top two States which have registered highest consultations through the platforms are Tamil Nadu (32,035 
consultations) and Andhra Pradesh (28,960). 
 
 Since November 2019, tele-consultation by eSanjeevani and eSanjeevaniOPD have been implemented by 23 

States. 
• Both the platforms have been developed by the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC)  

Mohali. 
 
 C-DAC is the premier R&D organization of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

(MeitY) for carrying out R&D in IT, Electronics and associated areas. 
eSanjeevani  

• It is a national telemedicine service that offers tele-consultations enabling patient to doctor consultations from 
the confines of their home, as well as doctor to doctor consultations.  

• This eSanjeevani platform has enabled two types of telemedicine services viz. Doctor-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani) 
and Patient-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani OPD) Tele-consultations  

• The former is being implemented under the Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centre (AB-HWCs) 
programme.  

• The telemedicine platform is hosting over 40 online OPDs, more than half of these are speciality OPDs which 
include Gynaecology, Psychiatry, Dermatology, ENT, Ophthalmology, antiretroviral therapy (ART) for the 
AIDS/HIV patients, Non-Communicable Disease (NCD) etc.  

 

Hindu Woman’s Inheritance Right 

Why in news? 

The Supreme Court expanded on a Hindu woman’s right to be a joint legal heir and inherit ancestral property on terms 
equal to male heirs. 

What is the ruling? 

• A three-judge Bench has ruled that a Hindu woman’s right to be a joint heir to the ancestral property is by birth. 
• It says that the rights do not depend on whether her father was alive or not when the law was enacted in 2005. 
• The Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005 gave Hindu women the right to be coparceners or joint legal heirs 

like a male heir does. 
• The ruling said that since the coparcenary is by birth, it is not necessary that the father coparcener should be 

living as on 9.9.2005. 
What is the Hindu Succession Act, 1956? 

• The Mitakshara school of Hindu law was codified as the Hindu Succession Act, 1956. 
• It governed succession and inheritance of property but only recognised males as legal heirs. 
• The law applied to everyone who is not a Muslim, Christian, Parsi or Jew by religion. 
• Buddhists, Sikhs, Jains and followers of Arya Samaj, Brahmo Samaj are also considered Hindus for the purposes 

of this law. 
• In a Hindu Undivided Family (HUF), several legal heirs through generations can exist jointly. 
• Traditionally, HUF includes only the male descendants of a common ancestor along with their mothers, wives 

and unmarried daughters. 
• The legal heirs hold the family property jointly. 

What is the 2005 law? 

• Women were recognised as coparceners or joint legal heirs for partition arising from 2005. 
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• Section 6 of the Act was amended that year to make a daughter of a coparcener also a coparcener by birth in 
her own right. 

• The law also gave the daughter the same rights and liabilities in the coparcenary property as she would have had 
if she had been a son. 

• It applies to ancestral property and to intestate succession in personal property - where succession happens as 
per law and not through a will. 

• The 174th Law Commission Report had also recommended this reform in Hindu succession law. 
• Even before the 2005 amendment, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu had made this 

change in the law. 
How did the case come about? 

• While the 2005 law granted equal rights to women, questions were raised in multiple cases on whether the law 
applied retrospectively. 

• There were questions regarding whether the rights of women depended on the living status of the father 
through whom they would inherit. 

• Different benches of the SC had taken conflicting views on the issue. 
• In Prakash v Phulwati (2015), the SC held that the benefit of the 2005 amendment could be granted only to 

living daughters of living coparceners as on September 9, 2005. 
• [September 9, 2005 - The date when the amendment came into force.] 
• In 2018, the SC held that the share of a father who died in 2001 will also pass to his daughters as coparceners 

during the partition of the property as per the 2005 law. 
• These conflicting views by Benches of equal strength led to a reference to a three-judge Bench in the current 

case. 
• The ruling now overrules the verdicts from 2015 and 2018. 

How did the court decide the case? 

• The court looked into the rights under the Mitakshara coparcenary. 
• Section 6 creates an unobstructed heritage or a right created by birth for the daughter of the coparcener. 
• So, the right cannot be limited by whether the coparcener is alive or dead when the right is operationalised. 
• The court said that the 2005 amendment gave recognition of a right that was in fact accrued by the daughter at 

birth. 
• The conferral of a right is by birth, and the rights are given in the same manner with incidents of coparcenary as 

that of a son. 
• She is treated as a coparcener in the same manner with the same rights as if she had been a son at the time of 

birth. 
• The ruling said that though the rights can be claimed, w.e.f. 9.9.2005, the provisions are 

of retroactive application. 
• They confer benefits based on the antecedent event. 
• The Mitakshara coparcenary shall be deemed to include a reference to a daughter as a coparcener. 
• The SC also directed High Courts to dispose of cases involving this issue within six months since they would have 

been pending for years. 
What was the government’s stand? 

• Solicitor General Tushar Mehta argued in favour of an expansive reading of the law to allow equal rights for 
women. 

• He referred to the objects and reasons of the 2005 amendment. 
• He said that the Mitakshara law contributed to gender discrimination and was oppressive. 
• He also said that the law negated the fundamental right of equality guaranteed by the Constitution of India. 

 

Reservations Based on Place of Birth 
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The Madhya Pradesh government’s recent decision to reserve all government jobs for “children of the state” raises 
constitutional questions relating to the fundamental right to equality. 

Constitutional provision for Equal Treatment 

• Article 16 of the Constitution guarantees equal treatment under the law in matters of public employment. It 
prohibits the state from discriminating on grounds of place of birth or residence. 

• Article 16(2) states that “no citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, descent, place of birth, 
residence or any of them, be ineligible for, or discriminated against in respect of, any employment or office 
under the State”. 

• The provision is supplemented by the other clauses in the Constitution that guarantee equality. 
• However, Article 16(3) of the Constitution provides an exception by saying that Parliament may make a law 

“prescribing” a requirement of residence for jobs in a particular state. 
• This power vests solely in the Parliament, not state legislatures. 

 

Why does the Constitution prohibit reservation based on domicile? 

• When the Constitution came into force, India turned itself into one nation from a geographical unit of individual 
principalities and the idea of the universality of Indian citizenship took root. 

• India has single citizenship, and it gives citizens the liberty to move around freely in any part of the country. 
• Hence the requirement of a place of birth or residence cannot be qualifications for granting public employment 

in any state. 
 

But are reservations not granted on other grounds such as caste? 

• Equality enshrined in the Constitution is not mathematical equality and does not mean all citizens will be treated 
alike without any distinction. 

• To this effect, the Constitution underlines two distinct aspects which together form the essence of equality law: 
 
1. Non-discrimination among equals, and 
2. Affirmative action to equalize the unequal 

 

Supreme Court rulings on quota for locals 

• The Supreme Court has ruled against reservation based on place of birth or residence. 
• In 1984, ruling in Dr Pradeep Jain v Union of India, the issue of legislation for “sons of the soil” was discussed. 
• The court expressed an opinion that such policies would be unconstitutional but did not expressly rule on it as 

the case was on different aspects of the right to equality. 
• In a subsequent ruling in Sunanda Reddy v State of Andhra Pradesh (1995), the Supreme Court affirmed the 

observation in 1984 ruling to strike down a state government policy that gave 5% extra weightage to candidates. 
• In 2002, the Supreme Court invalidated appointment of government teachers in Rajasthan in which the state 

selection board gave preference to “applicants belonging to the district or the rural areas of the district 
concerned”. 

• In 2019, the Allahabad HC struck down a recruitment notification by the UP PSC which prescribed preference for 
women who are “original residents” of the UP alone. 

 

What about securing jobs for locals in the private sector? 
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• Such a law will be difficult to implement even if allowed. 
• Private employers do not go on an annual recruitment drive to fill vacancies identified in advance but hire as and 

when required. 
• The state can recommend a preference to locals but ensuring that it is followed would be difficult. 
• In 2017, Karnataka mulled similar legislation but it was dropped after the state’s Advocate General raised 

questions on its legality. 
• In 2019, the state government once again issued a notification asking private employers to “prefer” Kannadigas 

for blue-collar jobs. 
 

How do some states then have laws that reserve jobs for locals? 

• Exercising the powers it has under Article 16(3), Parliament enacted the Public Employment (Requirement as 
to Residence) Act. 

• The act aimed at abolishing all existing residence requirements in the states and enacting exceptions only in the 
case of the special instances of Andhra Pradesh, Manipur, Tripura and Himachal Pradesh. 

• Constitutionally, some states also have special protections under Article 371. AP under Section 371(d) has 
powers to have “direct recruitment of local cadre” in specified areas. 

• Some states have gone around the mandate of Article 16(2) by using language. States that conduct official 
business in their regional languages prescribe knowledge of the language as a criterion. 

• This ensures that local citizens are preferred for jobs. For example, states including Maharashtra, West Bengal 
and Tamil Nadu require a language test. 

 

National Recruitment Agency 

Why in News? 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister has decided to set up a National Recruitment Agency (NRA) to 
conduct a common preliminary examination for various recruitments in the central government. 

What is NRA? 

• NRA is a testing agency which would be responsible for conducting the Common Eligibility Examination (CET) 
for non-gazetted Group B and C(non-technical) posts 

• To begin with, NRA CET would cover recruitment examinations for Railway Recruitment Board (RRB), Institute of 
Banking Personnel Selection (IBPS Clerk, PO) and Staff Selection Commission (SSC CHSL, CGL, Steno Group C, D, 
JHT, etc.). 

• Gradually, all Central government recruitment agencies would be brought under the NRA. 
• NRA will be set up under the Societies Registration Act 
• It would have representatives of the Ministry of Railways, Department of Financial Services, the SSC, RRB and 

IBPS. 
About Common Eligibility Test 

• Objective: It would merely check the eligibility of the candidates to appear for the recruitment process and is 
not same as a recruitment examination.  

• Nature of Exam: It is like a preliminary or Tier 1 examination where the general and basic aptitude of the 
candidate is tested.  

• Mode: This would be an online examination and would be time bound. 
• Frequency: NRA would release the schedule for the CET, which would be conducted twice every year.  
• Language: Candidates would be able to choose the medium of instruction from 12 major Indian languages, 
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which will be expanded to other languages in future. 
• Validity: Once the exam is conducted, the candidates would be provided with their CET score, that would be 

valid for a period of three years.  
• Differentiated: Separate CET’s would be conducted for the different levels of eligibility – 10th pass, 12th pass 

and graduates 
• Utility: Based on CET Score level, final selection for recruitment shall be made through separate specialised Tiers 

(II, III, etc.) of examination which shall be conducted by the respective recruitment agencies 
 

Merits of NRA & CET 

• Leveraging Technology to enhance Integrity of exam: A standardised question bank with multiple questions of 
similar difficulty levels will be created in a central server. An algorithm will be used to jumble and dole out 
different questions, so that each candidate receives a different question paper, reducing the chances of cheating 
and paper leakage. 

• Reduces Recruitment Cycle: Scores will be generated quickly, delivered online and be valid for a three-year 
period. Presently these exam cycle process takes on an average 6-12 months 

• Increases Access to Exams: To make it easier for candidates, examination centres would be set up in every 
district of the country 

• Huge Savings for recruiters & candidates: For the recruiting agencies, the savings in terms of logistics will be 
huge. Also, candidates would no longer have to travel to urban centres at considerable expense and hardship to 
take an employment test 

• Applicant Friendly: The candidate may qualify the CET once and then appear for multiple recruitments directly 
for a period of 3 years (provided he meets the other criteria) 

Challenges Ahead  

• Unfilled Vacancies: New posts are sanctioned periodically, but a large number of vacancies remain unfilled. 
Around 7 Lakh Government Posts Remained Unoccupied till March 2018, according to government sources 

• Growing Privatisation: With growing emphasis on transferring core railway services to the private sector, there 
may be fewer government jobs on offer in the future.  

• Similar reform needed at State level: Only 14% of public employment comes under the purview of Centre 
(predominantly in railways & defence), with the rest falling within the purview of States.  

• Needs Sustained Political Commitment: The long-term relevance of such reforms will depend on the 
commitment of governments to raise the level of public employment and expand services to the public 
 

Contempt of Court 

A recent order of Supreme Court found senior advocate Prashant Bhushan guilty of contempt for two tweets — one 
relating to the Chief Justice of India astride an expensive motorcycle and the other that the Supreme Court played a 
role in the destruction of democracy in India over the last six years. 

Contempt of Court: 

• Contempt refers to the offence of showing disrespect to dignity or authority of a Court. 
• The Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 Act confers upon certain courts power to punish individuals for contempt of 

themselves as also of subordinate courts. 
• Article 129: Power of Supreme Court to punish contempt of itself. 
• Article 215: Power of High Courts to punish contempt of itself. 
• The Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 gives statutory backing to the idea. 
• In India, contempt is classified under two major categories: Civil contempt and Criminal contempt. 
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Civil contempt: 

• Section 2(b) of Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 defines Civil contempt as: 
• Willful disobedience of any judgement, decree, direction, order, writ or other processes of a court or an 

undertaking given to the court. 
• Disobedience or breach must be willful, deliberate and intentional. 

Criminal contempt: 

• Section 2(c) of Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 defines criminal contempt as a publication of any matter or doing 
of any other act which- 

• Scandalises or lowers the authority of any court; 
• Prejudices or interferes with the due course of any judicial proceeding; 
• Obstructs the administration of justice. 

Punishment for Contempt of Court: 

• The Supreme Court and High Courts can punish for simple imprisonment for a term up to six months or 
with fine up to Rs. 2,000 or with both. 

• Supreme Court in 1991 stated that it has the power to punish for contempt for itself as well as of High courts, 
Subordinate courts and Tribunals of India. 

• Under Section 10 of the Contempt of Courts Act of 1971, High Courts have special powers to punish contempt of 
subordinate courts. 

• The idea behind criminal contempt is to punish the contemner who has, by his insolent behaviour, dishonoured 
the court. 

Concerns: 

• Contempt of Court has been used previously to provide restriction to the Freedom of speech and 
expression under Article 19 (Right to freedom of opinion and expression). 

• The law provides sweeping discretionary powers to the judges to rule on what they perceive as contempt 
against themselves. 

• On a specific action, two judges might have a different viewpoint on whether this action can be considered as 
contempt of court or not. 

• As per Section 9 of Contempt of Courts, 1971 Act, the scope of what is to be treated as contempt cannot be 
expanded beyond what is provided for in the Act. 

• However, when contempt itself is held to mean anything that scandalises the courts, it is so open-ended that 
it makes invoking the contempt law quite easy. 

 

ATAL BIMIT VYAKTI KALYAN YOJANA 

Why in News? 

The Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) has extended the Atal Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana by one 
year to 30th June 2021. 

• Further, the ESIC has relaxed eligibility criteria and enhanced the payment of the unemployment benefit under 
the Yojana (applicable from 24th March-31st December 2020). 

 

About ABVKY: 
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In the scheme in case the Insured Person (IP) is rendered unemployed, provides relief to the extent of 25% of the 
average per day earning during the previous four contribution periods, to be paid up to maximum 90 days of 
unemployment once in lifetime. 

Conditions and other Features: 

• The Insured Person should have been rendered unemployed during the period the relief is claimed. 
• The Insured Person should have been in insurable employment for a minimum period of two years. 
• The Insured Person should have contributed not less than 78 days during each of the preceding four 

contribution periods. 
• The contribution in respect of him should have been paid or payable by the employer. 
• The contingency of the unemployment should not have been as a result of any punishment for misconduct or 

superannuation or voluntary retirement. 
• Aadhar and Bank Account of the Insured Person should be linked with insured person data base. 
• In case the IP is working for more than one employers and is covered under the ESI scheme he will be 

considered unemployed only in case he is rendered unemployed with all employers. As specified in Section 65 of 
the ESI Act, an IP shall not be entitled to any other cash compensation and the Relief under ABVKY 
simultaneously for the same period. However, periodical payments of Permanent Disability Benefit (PDB) under 
ESI Act and Regulations shall continue. 

• As specified under Section 61 of the ESI Act, an IP who is in receipt of Relief under ABVKY shall not be entitled to 
receive any similar benefit admissible under the provisions of any other enactment. 

• The IP will be eligible for Medical benefit as provided under the Act for the period he is availing this relief. 
• The claim for Relief under ABVKY may be submitted by the claimant any time after rendering unemployed, but 

not later than one year from the date of unemployment to the appropriate Branch Office in form of affidavit in 
prescribed Form. No prospective claim i.e. claim for relief under ABVKY for any future period will be allowed. 

• The IP will submit his claim online through the ESIC Portal. 
 

BIS’ Draft Standard 

Why in news? 

The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has prepared a draft standard for the supply system of piped drinking water. 

What is the draft? 

• The draft is labelled as ‘Drinking water supply quality management system - requirements for piped drinking 
water supply service’. 

• It has been prepared by the BIS’ Public Drinking Water Supply Services Sectional Committee. 
• It has been developed keeping in view the Centre’s Jal Jeevan Mission. 
• [Jal Jeevan Mission wants to provide safe and adequate drinking water to all rural households by 2024 through 

tap connections.] 
 

What is the focus of the draft? 

• The draft outlines the process of water supply, from raw water sources to household taps. 
• The standard is expected to make the process of piped water supply more uniform, especially in rural and 

underdeveloped areas of the country. 
• At present, the standard is not expected to be made mandatory. 
• After the draft is notified, states or water utilities planning to implement the standard can approach BIS for a 

license. 
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What does the draft say? 

• It outlines the requirements for a water supplier or utility. 
• These requirements are regarding how they should establish, operate, maintain and improve their piped 

drinking water supply service. 
• The process begins with identification of a water source. 
• The source can either be groundwater or surface water sources such as rivers, streams or reservoirs. 
• It states that after treating, the drinking water should conform to the BIS’ Indian Standard (IS) 10500. 
• [IS 10500 outlines the acceptable limit of various substances in drinking water, like heavy metals such as arsenic. 
• It also sets the limits on parameters like the pH value of water, its turbidity, the total dissolved solids in it, and 

the colour and odour.] 
• The draft standard also contains guidelines for top management of the water utility. 
• These guidelines are in terms of accountability and customer focus, establishing a quality policy for their service, 

monitoring the quality of water released to people, and conducting a water audit. 
 

What does the draft say about the water supply process? 

• Source identification - The supply system as outlined in the draft should begin with the identification of a raw 
water source. 

• Water should then be pumped into the treatment plant and treated to achieve the acceptable drinking 
standards. 

• After the water is released from the plant, there should be, 
 Reservoirs in the distribution system for storage of this water, and 
 Disinfection facilities to get rid of contamination at any stage of distribution. 

• Accessories - The draft says that, if necessary, the pumping stations could be provided with accessories shall be 
installed throughout the distribution system. 

• These accessories shall be used as control devices and for water audit. 
• Automation - The draft reads that the emphasis should be given to operate the systems on automation mode. 
• DMA - The document also states that the concept of district metering area (DMA) should be adopted where 

possible. 
• DMA would control the leakages in the water network, which is divided into a number of sectors. 
• Here, flow meters are installed to detect leaks. 
• Water audit - The water supplier/utility may provide bulk water meters in the water distribution system to 

ensure water audit. 
• However, the provisions should be made for domestic meters also. 
• It shall ensure that the consumers do not have direct access to the meters to avoid possible tampering of the 

meters. 
• It reads that the provision should be made to have automatic meters at household level which shall support in 

water audit. 
• Quality assurance - The draft mentions that water should be sampled at the treatment plant every four hours 

against quality parameters. 
• In the distribution system, the sampling should be done every 8 hours at the water reservoirs. 
• Random sampling should also be done at household levels. 

 

What’s there in the draft in addition to the water supply process? 

• It states that a water audit should be conducted on a quarterly basis. 
• [Water audit is a calculation of the amount of water put into distribution against the amount that is consumed.] 
• It says that effort should be made by the water agency to bring down the water loss up to 15% of the total water 
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supplied in the system. 
• The water utilities are required to conduct surveys among consumers and obtain feedback on their service as 

per the draft. 
  

Sub-categorisation of SCs and STs 

Why in news? 

The Supreme Court reopened the debate on sub-categorisation of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes for 
reservations. 

What is the story behind? 

• Punjab’s law applies a creamy layer for SCs, STs by giving preference to Balmikis and Mazhabi Sikhs. 
• This is the case that reopened the debate. 
• The Supreme Court ruled in favour of giving preferential treatment to certain SCs over others to ensure equal 

representation of all SCs. 
• The case has been referred to a larger Bench to decide. 
• This is because, in 2005, the Court ruled that state governments had no power to create sub-categories of SCs 

for reservation. 
• The larger Bench will reconsider both judgments. 

 

What is sub-categorisation of SCs? 

• States have argued that among the SCs, there are some that remain under-represented despite reservation in 
comparison to other SCs. 

• This inequality within the SCs is underlined in many reports. 
• This has been addressed by framing special quotas for the under-represented. 
• In Andhra Pradesh, Punjab, Tamil Nadu and Bihar, special quotas were introduced for the most vulnerable Dalits. 
• In 2000, the Andhra Pradesh legislature passed a law reorganising 57 SCs into sub-groups. 
• It split the 15% SC quota in educational institutions and government jobs in proportion to their population. 
• However, this law was declared unconstitutional in the 2005 Supreme Court ruling. 
• This ruling held that the states did not have the power to tinker with the Presidential list that identifies SCs and 

STs. 
What is the Presidential list? 

• As per Article 341 of the Constitution, those castes notified by the President are called SCs and STs. 
• This is called the Presidential list of the SCs and STs. 
• A caste notified as SC in one state may not be a SC in another state. 
• No community has been specified as SC in Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland, and Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

and Lakshadweep. 
What is the Supreme Court ruling regarding the list? 

• In the 2005 E V Chinnaiah case, the Court ruled that only the President has the power to notify the inclusion or 
exclusion of a caste as a SC. 

• It also said that the states cannot tinker with the list. 
• Andhra Pradesh had submitted that the law was enacted as states had the power to legislate on the subject of 

education. 
• It also added that the reservation in admission fell within its legislative domain. 
• However, the court rejected this argument. 
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• The Constitution treats all SCs as a single homogeneous group. 
 

What are the grounds for sub-categorisation? 

• The basis of special protections for SCs comes from the fact that all these castes suffered social inequity. 
• Untouchability was practised against all these castes irrespective of economic, education and other such factors. 
• However, the Court has engaged with the argument on whether the benefits of reservation have trickled down 

to the weakest of the weak. 
• 2018 ruling - The concept of “creamy layer" was applied to promote the SCs for the first time. 
• [This concept puts an income ceiling on those eligible for reservation.] 
• The Supreme Court upheld this application to SCs in 2018. 
• The central government has sought a review of the 2018 verdict and the case is currently pending. 
• Punjab’s law applies a creamy layer for SCs, STs in reverse - by giving preference to Balmikis and Mazhabi Sikhs. 
• 2005 ruling - The court had held that special protection of SCs is based on the premise that all SCs must 

collectively enjoy the benefits of reservation regardless of interse inequality. 
• This is because the protection is not based on educational, economic or other such factors but solely on those 

who suffered untouchability. 
• The court also had held that merely giving preference does not amount to inclusion or exclusion of any caste in 

the list. 
• State’s argument - The states have argued that the classification is done for a certain reason and does not 

violate the right to equality. 
• The reason they have given is that the categorisation would achieve equitable representation of all SCs in 

government service. 
What are the arguments against sub-categorisation? 

• Untouchability - The argument is that the test of social and educational backwardness cannot be applied to SCs 
and STs. 

• The special treatment is given to the SCs due to untouchability with which they suffer. 
• Vote-bank - The petitioner’s argument against allowing states to change the proportion of reservation is based 

on the fact that such decision would be taken to appease vote-banks. 
• A President’s list was envisaged to protect from such arbitrary change. 
• Jarnail Singh case - The court held that the objective of reservation is to ensure that all backward classes march 

hand in hand. 
• It added that this objective will not be ensured if only a select few get all the coveted services of the 

government. 
• In the current case, the court relied on this case’s ruling to buttress the point that social inequities exist even 

among SCs. 
• However, since that ruling is pending for review, the petitioners argued against relying on it. 
• The court ruled that the constitutional goal of social transformation cannot be achieved without taking into 

account changing social realities. 
 

                                                                 Economics 

Lockdown and Fiscal Management 

Why in News? 

One of the biggest casualities of the lockdown is the government, because governments need money to function and if 
revenue does not increase it is hard to meet committed expenditure. 
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What is the reality? 

• For the Central government, there is a solution in the form of higher borrowing, for which it must ideologically 
steer away from FRBM. 

• But States find it hard to manage, and end up cutting discretionary expenditure. 
 

Why is there a decline in tax flow? 

• Income tax collections are lower by around ₹35,000 crore. There are three reasons for this. 
• There were job cuts by several corporates, which directly meant a lower salary bill and hence tax payments. 
• The companies have lowered the salaries of their staff by different scales for the year. 
• All companies disburse their variable pay to their employees in the first quarter. 
• The fourth-quarter as well as FY20 results of companies showed decline in both the topline and bottomline. 
• Hence, the payouts to employees were lower, which gets reflected in a one-time loss for the government. 
• There is a continuation in the trend of falling sales and profits of companies for Q1 FY21. 
• With profits declining, the tax outflow would come down, which is reflected in the lower collections so far. 
• It may be hoped that there would be some pick-up in Q3 and Q4. 
• This can help steady collections and avoid a sharp fall in this period. 

 

Why is there a shortfall in GST collections? 

• The major casualty is the GST, where there has been a 50% decline. 
• [The GST is a tax imposed on all goods and services.] 
• For tax collections to increase, consumption should go up. 
• The localised periodic lockdowns have ensured that households have only shopped the essentials, which have 

lower GST rates. 
• For the first two months, e-commerce was not allowed to deliver non-essentials. 
• The result was less spending and lower revenue for the government. 
• With limited removal of restrictions until September, it is unlikely that there will be any pick-up and the 

government will witness sharp fall in GST collections. 
Why is there a trade deficit? 

• The trade deficit has been widening with imports declining faster than exports due to a sharply falling economy. 
• This lowers demand as well as crude prices, customs collection too have declined by around ₹24,000 crore. 
• This does not look like it will be compensated for in the future, as imports would continue to move in a 

downward trajectory. 
What would be the economic effects? 

• State budgets - The first consequence of such sharp slippages in meeting targets is that the State budgets would 
get affected. 

• During the first quarter, the transfers to States were ₹1.34 lakh crore as against ₹1.49 lakh crore last year. 
• The shortfalls in the Centre’s revenue would translate into the same for States. 
• This in turn have to cut back on expenditure. 
• Expenditure - The second implication is that the Centre has to take a tough call on the expenditure side. 
• So far this quarter, the total expenditure has been higher by around 13% at ₹8.16 lakh crore. 
• This is mainly due to the relief expenditure invoked, that was said to be outside what was budgeted . Two 

possibilities exist. 
• There can be a cut in capex during the year even though the government has enhanced such allocations to keep 

spending up. 
• There could be some sharp cuts in subsidies. 

JOKTA ACADEMY JOKTA ACADEMY



JO
KTA ACADEMY

• As the government has announced it is giving free foodgrains to the poor for six months, it would remove the 
need to provide any food subsidy separately. 

• This is why the food subsidy bill this time is much lower than that of last year. 
How would borrowing help? 

• Higher borrowing will be necessitated due to a higher fiscal deficit. 
• The government slashed interest rates on small savings drastically in April, so there will be a lower allocation of 

funds. 
• Hence higher market borrowing will be necessitated. 
• The government has already increased the borrowing programme from ₹7.8 lakh crore to ₹12 lakh crore for the 

year. 
• Such borrowing will definitely have a bearing on bond yields. 
• This is why they are still quite intransigent in the downward direction, even though there is surplus liquidity. 
• The RBI has brought in a new benchmark security that had a lower yield. 
• The market remains uncertain. 

 

Expansion of Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme 

Why in News? 

Recently, the government has expanded its Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) to cover loans given to 
larger firms as well as to self-employed people and professionals who have taken loans for business purposes. 

• ECLGS was rolled out in May 2020 as part of the Centre’s Aatmanirbhar package in response to the Covid-
19 crisis. The objective was to support small businesses struggling to meet their operational liabilities due to the 
imposition of a nationwide lockdown. 

Key Points 

 The ECLGS provides for the Guaranteed Emergency Credit Line (GECL) facility. The GECL is a loan for which 
100% guarantee is provided by the National Credit Guarantee Trustee Company (NCGTC) to Member Lending 
Institutions (MLIs) - banks, financial institutions and Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs). 

 The loans are extended in the form of additional working capital term loan facility in case of banks and 
additional term loan facility in case of NBFCs to eligible Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)/business 
enterprises and interested Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) borrowers. 
 First-time borrowers and Non-Performing Asset (NPA) accounts cannot raise funds under the scheme. 

• The tenor of loans provided under the GECL facility is four years from the date of disbursement. 
 A moratorium period of one year on the principal amount is provided. 

• Interest rates of banks and financial institutions have been capped at 9.25% per annum, while NBFCs can lend at 
a maximum of 14% per annum. 

• The Scheme is applicable to all loans sanctioned under the GECL facility during the period from, 23rd May 2020 
to 31st October, 2020, or till an amount of Rs. 3 lakh crore is sanctioned under GECL, whichever is earlier. 

• The scheme has been expanded to cover: 
 
 Enterprises with a turnover up to Rs. 250 crore with outstanding loans up to Rs. 50 crore (as on 

29th February, 2020). 
 

• The earlier limit was Rs. 100 crore and Rs 25 crore, respectively. 
• Credit under GECL is provided up to 20% of the borrower’s total outstanding credit up to Rs. 25 crore. 
• The expansion of the limits has increased the maximum amount of loans that can be availed under the Scheme 

to Rs. 10 crore (20% of 50 crore) from Rs. 5 crore (20% of 25 crore). 
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• Individual beneficiaries including both professionals such as doctors, lawyers and chartered accountants, as well 
as self-employed people such as vendors or taxi drivers. 

• The changes in the ECLGS scheme are likely to make an additional Rs 1 lakh crore eligible. 
Till now, a total of around Rs. 1.37 lakh crore has been sanctioned under the scheme by member lending institutions to 
around 40 lakh accounts, of which around Rs 87,000 crore has been disbursed. 

National Credit Guarantee Trustee Company Ltd 
NCGTC is a private limited company incorporated under the Companies Act, 1956 in 2014, established by the 
Department of Financial Services, Ministry of Finance, as a wholly owned company of the Government of India, to act as 
a common trustee company for multiple credit guarantee funds. 
 Credit guarantee programmes are designed to share the lending risk of the lenders and in turn, facilitate access 

to finance for the prospective borrowers. 
 
 
 

First Kisan Rail 

Why in News? 

The Indian Railways has introduced the first “Kisan Rail” from Devlali (Maharashtra) to Danapur (Bihar). 

Key Points 

Kisan Rails are the first ever multi commodity trains. 

 Earlier, Indian Railways had run single commodity special trains like Banana Specials etc. 
• These trains with refrigerated coaches will help in bringing perishable agricultural products like vegetables, fruits to 

the market in a short period of time. 
 These will ensure that agro products reach from one corner to another corner of the country. 

• These trains are a step towards realising the goal of doubling farmers’ incomes by 2022. 
 
 These are expected to be a great help to the farmers, as freight of these trains will be charged as per parcel tariff 

of normal trains. 
 The Devlai-Danapur train (a weekly service) is expected to reduce transportation costs by Rs. 1000 per 

tonne compared with roadways and reduce travel time by around 15 hours. 
• Aggressive marketing is being done with local farmers, loaders, Agriculture Produce Market Committee (APMC) and 

individuals. 
 
 Any farmer or any other interested party can directly book their consignments in trains, without any lower 

limit on the size of consignment. 
 The consignment can be as small as 50-100 kgs, and can be booked from any stopping station to any other 

stopping station – giving full flexibility. 
 Regarding loss/damage of products for any reason, Railways already have a wellestablished claim/compensation 

system – through which the party can get compensation for its losses. 
 

Rise in India’s Forex 

Why in news? 
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Covid-hit India’s forex reserves jumped by a record $11.9 billion in the week ending July 31 to hit a fresh high of $534.5 
billion. 

How has India’s forex reserves risen? 

• The trend of rising foreign exchange reserves started after a sharp cut in corporate tax rates in September, 
2019. 

• The investor sentiments turned weak after the budget announcement in July to impose higher surcharge. 
• Now, the investors are drawn to invest in the India as the government has decided to reverse 

its budget decision relating to higher surcharge impact on FPIs. 
• During the period between September 27, 2019 and July 31, 2020, India has added 25% of the reserves it had till 

September 20. 
• India has ranked fifth, behind China ($ 3,298 billion), Japan ($ 1,383 billion), Switzerland ($ 896 billion) and 

Russia ($ 591 billion). 
• The rising forex reserves have come as a breather as it can cover India’s import bill of more than one year. 

 

What key factors has led to this rise in forex reserves? 

• FPI inflows: The FPI inflows has risen following the government’s decision in September 2020 to cut corporate 
tax rate. 

• Between April and December 2019, FPIs pumped in $15.1 billion. 
• Dip in crude oil prices: India’s oil import bill has declined since February 2020. 
• This is due to the global spread of coronavirus that roiled the stock markets and led to a crash in the Brent crude 

oil prices. 
• The crude accounts for almost 20% of India’s total import bill. 
• Brent crude oil prices fell to levels of $20 per barrel towards March end, and it dropped further and traded 

between $9 and $20 in April. 
• In January, Brent crude was trading between $60 and $70 per barrel. 
• Import savings: Lockdown across countries in response to the pandemic impacted global trade. 
• It has resulted in a sharp dip in import expenditure — electronics, gold and also crude oil prices among others. 
• FDI inflows: Between September 2019 and March 2020, FDI stood at $23.88 billion and in April and May it 

amounted to $5.9 billion. 
• A lot of FDI has also come in June and July too. 
• Thus FDI inflow has been a significant contributor to the rise in foreign exchange reserves. 
• Dip in gold imports: Gold import has dipped sharply in the quarter ended June 2020 following the high prices 

and the pandemic-induced lockdown. 
• According to the World Gold Council (WGC), gold imports plummeted by 95% to 11.6 tonnes in the quarter as 

compared to 247.4 tonnes in the same period a year ago. 
• This was due to logistical issues and poor demand. 

 

What does the rising forex reserves mean? 

• It gives a lot of comfort to the government and the Reserve Bank of India in managing India’s financial issues at a 
time when the economic growth is set to contract by 5.8% in 2020-21. 

• It’s enough to cover the import bill of the country for a year. 
• It has also helped the rupee to strengthen against the dollar. 
• The forex reserves to GDP ratio is around 15%. 
• Reserves will provide a level of confidence to markets that a country can meet its external obligations. 
• It demonstrates the backing of domestic currency by external assets. 
• Adequate forex reserves should provide room for the RBI to cut rates and support recovery. 
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What does the RBI do with the forex reserves? 

• The RBI functions as the custodian and manager of forex reserves. 
• It operates within the overall policy framework agreed upon with the government. 
• The RBI allocates the dollars for specific purposes. 
• The RBI uses its forex kitty for the orderly movement of the rupee. 
• It sells the dollar when the rupee weakens and buys the dollar when the rupee strengthens. 
• Of late, the RBI has been buying dollars from the market to shore up the forex reserves. 
• When the RBI mops up dollars, it releases an equal amount in the rupees. 
• This excess liquidity is sterilised through issue of bonds and securities and LAF operations to prevent a rise in 

inflation. 
 

Are forex reserves giving returns to India? 

• Only gold reserves have given big returns to India. 
• The RBI has not disclosed the actual returns from forex reserves. 
• But the experts estimate that India is likely to get only negligible returns as interest rates in the US and Eurozone 

are around 1%. 
• On the contrary, India could be facing a cost to keep the reserves abroad. 
• Out of the total foreign currency assets, 

 59.7% was invested in securities abroad, 
 33.37% was deposited with other central banks of other countries and the BIS and 
 7.06% comprised deposits with commercial banks overseas as of March 2020. 

• As at end-March, 2020, the RBI held 653.01 tonnes of gold. 
• Of these reserves, 360.71 tonnes is held overseas in custody with the Bank of England and the Bank for 

International Settlements. 
• The remaining gold is held domestically. 
• With gold prices shooting up around 40% to over Rs 55,000 per 10 grams this year, the value of gold holdings 

has shot up. 
  

Credit Guarantee for NBFC-MFIs 

Why in News? 

Recently, the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has introduced Partial Credit 
Guarantee Programme for Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC)- Micro Finance Institutions (MFIs). 

 The programme aims to ensure unhindered flow of credit in rural areas hit by the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Key Highlights about the Scheme:  

• The PCGS was announced in July 2019, allowing public sector banks to purchase high-rated (BBB+ or above) 
pooled assets from financially sound NBFCs and Housing Finance Companies (HFCs). 

• A pool of assets is basically a securitisation of loan portfolio i.e. conversion of a loan into a marketable security, 
typically for the purpose of raising cash by selling them to other investors. 

• These are sold by NBFCs/HFCs to banks in return for an advance payment. NBFCs/HFCs get the much needed 
money and banks get the interest paying assets. 

• Credit ratings is an analysis of the credit risk associated with a financial instrument or a financial entity. These 
range from AAA to C and D. 

• As a part of the Aatmanirbhar initiative, the scheme was extended in May 2020 (PCGS 2.0) to cover primary 
market issuance of bonds/CPs by NBFCs, HFCs and Micro Finance Institutions (MFIs) with low credit ratings. 
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• The Centre provided 20% first loss sovereign guarantee to public sector banks for purchase of bonds/CPs, 
resulting in liquidity infusion of Rs. 45,000 crore into the system. 

The scheme covered papers with ratings of AA and below, including unrated papers, aimed at providing access to fresh 
liquidity support to non-bank lenders. 

Recent Extension: 

• The Scheme has been extended for three months, giving public sector banks time till 19th November 2020 to 
build their portfolios of bonds and CPs from non-banking financial institutions. 

• Further, the government has allowed banks to invest upto 50% of total investments under the Scheme in AA and 
AA- rated bonds. 

• This decision was taken as the earlier limit for such investments at 25% was almost met. 
 

Unification of Railway Management Services 

Why in news? 

The PMO wants the process of amalgamating the railway services to be completed by November 2020. 

What is the story behind? 

• In 2019, the Cabinet decided to integrate the Railways’ eight Group ‘A’ services into a single Indian Railways 
Management Service (IRMS). 

• It wanted to downsize the Railway Board, re-designating its members on functional basis instead of 
departments. 

• The government directed the whole process of amalgamating the services to be finalised within a year by a 
Home Minister-led group of ministers. 

Why an enduring format needs to be devised? 

• A successful transition to a new integrated cadre will depend on devising an enduring format for future 
recruitment. 

• A fair readjustment of existing 8,400 Group A officers to have their legitimate career progression should be 
done. 

• Those existing officers who are unwilling to opt for merger with IRMS may be allowed to continue, seeking their 
prospects in their cadres. 

• But, those who are opting for merger must be prepared for a fresh selection by the UPSC to determine inter-se 
seniority, done on basis of genuine suitability. 

• Age and seniority based on rank in UPSC test years back alone cannot be a fair measure of suitability. 
 

What is the anomalies with regard to the top GM posts? 

• The other major concern is of increasing anomalies and distortions with regard to top general management 
(GM) posts. 

• There is an issue that these top posts are being occupied by officers from certain departments. 
• In government, career prospects mostly depend on date of birth, and rank in UPSC results. 
• The administration remains purblind to disadvantage of age encountered by officers through civil services 

stream, against those from the engineering services examination. 
• The former generally join the service when they are 25-27 years old, while the latter join technical cadres at 21-

24. 
• There’s a similar age anomaly in the case of Special Class Apprentices. 
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• This affects the morale of the staff. 
• The organisation is the major loser, as it fails to optimally utilise its trained and experienced human capital. 

 

How did the selection procedure of the top managers evolve? 

• 1947 - The Railway Board had a Chief Commissioner (in 1951, re-designated as Chairman), a Financial 
Commissioner, and three Members (Transportation, Staff and Engineering). 

• 1954 - A Member Mechanical was added. 
• 1987 - A Member Electrical was added. 
• Soon clamour set in for the remaining two cadres (Signalling and Stores) also to have their representation on the 

Board. 
• 2015 - The government initiated a halfway measure to merge two verticals of Electrical and Mechanical 

branches on ‘functional lines’. 
• But, the Railway Board was expanded to make it a nine-Member body, with two new Members, one for 

Signalling, and one for Stores. 
• Meanwhile, since 1980s, precepts for selection of GMs and Board Members for railways were altered. 
• Thereby, this eroded the effectiveness of the system. 
• A mechanism should have been devised first for the selection of suitable officers with requisite experience from 

different disciplines. 
How should the Railways’ top posts be manned? 

• The primary task of the Railways is production and marketing transport efficiently and economically. 
• So, its top management posts must be manned only by those who are appropriately trained and exposed to the 

market vagaries and rigours of field operations. 
• Those others who provide vital support for railways’ primary business would naturally be enabled to rise in their 

specialised domains. 
• That is how the Tandon Committee (1994) advised for suitable selection of officers. 

What are the other anomalies? 

• Anomalies and distortions have been creeping in through subtle ploys. 
• Departmental posts are ring-fenced. 
• Some departments particularly compete to inflate the numbers to secure senior positions proportionate to the 

respective cadre strengths. 
• Little has ever been attempted to determine cadre-wise optimal strength. 
• It currently varies widely: Civil engineering commands the largest chunk, followed by Mechanical Engineering, 

Traffic, etc., 
• Work charged posts - Departments engaged in executing projects kept widening their bases through “work 

charged” posts. 
• The Debroy Committee found that these posts were surreptitiously continued for years well after the projects 

were completed. 
What could be done? 

• There is a need to create a cohesive and integrated ‘cadre’ for the future. 
• For this, the Railways may look for its entire Group ‘A’ managers to be inducted into IRMS only from amongst 

technical/engineering graduates. 
• For future recruitments, there may thus be no major hurdle to abide by the underlying spirit of IRMS. 
• Again, it is of critical importance that the Railways institutionalise the selection for the general management 

pool. 
• A rigorous selection process together with training will help an enduring management cadre to evolve. 
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RBI’s Annual Report: 2020 

Why in news? 

The Reserve Bank of India’s biannual Financial Stability Report has once again flagged the fact that risks to the banking 
sector remain worryingly “high”. 

What the central bank’s assessment says? 

• The central bank assessed that the risks have stayed “elevated due to continuous deterioration in asset 
quality, low profitability and liquidity.” 

• Given the central role commercial lenders have in the financial system — serving to harness public savings and 
direct the flow of crucial credit to the most productive industrial and infrastructure sectors — any systemic risk 
to the banking industry has the potential to ripple across the entire economy. 

• The new assessment iterates that there has been no perceptible improvement in the health of domestic banks, 
even six months after the RBI’s previous report had highlighted the sector’s high vulnerability on account of the 
increase in capital requirement and worsening asset quality, spotlighting the need for urgent policy 
interventions. 

How the bad loan problem is tackled? 

• Some measures have been initiated and others are in the pipeline, including a draft Financial Resolution and 
Deposit Insurance Bill to address bankruptcy situations in banks and other financial entities. 

• Still, there is every reason to prioritise the restoration of the sector’s health as some of the risks inherent in 
banks may already be getting transferred to other segments of the financial markets, according to the RBI’s 
report. 

• A survey, of experts and market participants, conducted by the RBI in October-November reveals that among 
institutional risks, credit growth and cyber risk were seen as two key “high risk factors”. 

• The bank suggested that the “unhealthy parts of the troubled banks” could be separated from the healthier 
assets and put into a ‘bad bank’ to prevent systemic contagion. 

• With the RBI pointing out that banks saddled with bad loans were likely to remain “risk-averse” and find 
themselves lacking the capital needed to lend more to meet credit demand in the economy, the regulator and 
the government will need to work in close concert to expeditiously resolve this vital legacy issue. 

 

 

                                                                           India and World 

Intra-Afghan Peace Talks 

Why in news? 

The Taliban has decided to cease fire for three days during Id-ul-Adha. 

What does this decision mean? 

• This has come as a relief for Afghans who have seen unabated violence despite a peace agreement between the 
insurgents and the U.S. 

• This is the third official respite since the war started in 2001. 
 

What were the previous respites? 
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• In June 2018 and May 2020, the Taliban had briefly ended hostilities to mark the end of the holy month of 
Ramzan. 

• On both occasions, it refused to extend the ceasefire. 
• It returned to war as soon as the celebrations were over. 

What is the difference this time? 

• This time hopes are high that the ceasefire could be extended. 
• This is because the Afghan government and the insurgents are preparing to launch the intra-Afghan talks. 
• These talks were promised in the U.S.-Taliban deal, which was signed in February 2020. 
• According to the deal, talks were to begin in March 2020. 

Why the talks did not begin as per the deal? 

• Both sides failed to reach an agreement on prisoner exchange, which the U.S. had agreed with the Taliban. 
• The insurgents complained that the government was not complying with the terms of the agreement. 
• The officials of the Ashraf Ghani administration said the Taliban’s demands were unacceptable. 

Why talks will begin now? 

• Finally, President Ghani decided to release 5,000 Taliban prisoners. 
• This is followed by the Taliban’s ceasefire announcement. 
• Both sides have now agreed to kick-start talks after Id. 
• They could do it in a peaceful environment if the ceasefire is extended. 
• There are underlying issues that continue to plague the peace process. 

What are the underlying issues? 

• When the U.S. entered into talks with the insurgent group, it did not insist on a ceasefire. 
• So the Taliban continues to engage in war and talks simultaneously. 
• The Americans were badly looking for a way out of the conflict. 
• So, they kept the Afghan government out of the peace process. 
• According to the U.S.-Taliban agreement, the U.S. agreed to pull out its troops in return for security assurances 

from the Taliban. 
• The onus was on a weakened Afghan government to start talks even as the Taliban continued attacks. 

What happened after the deal? 

• According to the government, 3,560 government troops and 775 civilians have been killed in conflict since the 
deal was signed. 

• Also, infighting made matters worse for the government. 
• Last year’s presidential election saw a record low turnout. 
• The results were contested by the main Opposition candidate, Abdullah Abdullah, who formed a parallel 

administration. 
• He backed off, but only after being appointed the head of the High Council for National Reconciliation that will 

lead talks with the Taliban. 
What would be some challenges? 

• These above factors allowed a resurgent Taliban to maintain the upper hand - in war and in talks. 
• Taliban sees itself as the legitimate ruler of Afghanistan. 
• In addition, it has not recognised the Constitution of the country. 
• This will be the government’s key challenge when its representatives and that of the Taliban would be holding 

talks. 
 

Pakistan’s New Map 
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Why in News? 

Recently, Pakistan has released a new political map that includes all of Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Sir Creek and 
Junagadh. 

 The map has been released on the eve of the first anniversary of 
the abrogation of special status to Jammu and Kashmir under Article 370. 

More on the news: 

• The map was released on the occasion of the first anniversary of the 
abrogation of Article 370 and special status to Jammu and Kashmir.  

• Experts believe that this move is a response to India’s inclusion of Pakistan 
Occupied Kashmir as part of the union territory of Jammu & Kashmir, and of 
Gilgit Baltistan, as part of Ladakh in the new map, the government released on 
November 2,2019. 

• The new map shows the entire Jammu & Kashmir as a disputed territory and 
does not show any borders in the east of Kashmir. It has renamed the Kashmir 
Highway in Islamabad as Srinagar Highway. 

• The new map also shows the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) as 
being part of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. 

• Pakistan’s claim to all of Jammu and Kashmir, but not Ladakh, goes against its 
own commitment to adjudicate the future of all six parts of the erstwhile royal 
state of Jammu-Kashmir (Jammu, Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit-Baltistan, PoK and 
Aksai Chin) with India and the claims to Siachen and Sir Creek, that have been 
the subject of several discussions between India and Pakistan, are also a 
regressive step.  

India’s Response: 

• India has called Pakistan’s move as an exercise in political absurdity, which lays untenable claims to the Indian 
territories. 

• It stated that the assertions have neither legal validity nor international credibility and it only confirms the 
reality of Pakistan’s obsession with territorial aggrandisement supported by cross-border terrorism. 

• It mentioned that the release of the new map confirms Pakistan’s “obsession with territorial aggrandizement” 
supported by cross-border terrorism. 

Way Forward: 

• As India considers its next moves on this provocation, it should be prepared for Pakistan taking all the issues it 
has raised with its new map to the international stage.  

• China, Pakistan and Nepal objected to the map New Delhi had issued in November 2019, albeit for different 
reasons, and India must be well-prepared to deal with the three-pronged cartographic challenge it will face in 
the coming months. 

About Sir Creek: 

• It is a 96 km long strip of water disputed between India and Pakistan in the Rann of Kutch marshlands.  
• It opens up in the Arabian Sea and roughly divides the Kutch region of Gujarat from the Sindh Province of 

Pakistan.  
• Pakistan claims the entire width of the estuary, while India says the demarcation should be in the middle. 
• The International Boundary in the Sir Creek area and International Maritime Boundary line (IMBL) between India 

and Pakistan have not been demarcated. 
• In the support of its claim, India cites the Thalweg Doctrine in International Maritime Law, which states that river 

boundaries between two states may be divided by the mid-channel if the water-body is navigable. 
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About Junagarh: 

• It is located in coastal Gujarat. It was a part of the Kathiawar region.  
• In 1947 it decided to join independent India and the decision was formalised through a Plebiscite in 1948. The 

decision was not accepted by Pakistan then, but later on, Pakistan agreed to it. 
About Siachen Glacier: 

• The Siachen Glacier is part of Union Territory of Ladakh and is the Second-Longest glacier in the World’s Non-
Polar areas. 

• It is located in the Eastern Karakoram range in the Himalayas, just northeast of Point NJ9842 where the Line of 
Control between India and Pakistan ends. 

• It is the world’s highest battlefield. 
 

Lebanon blast 

Why in news? 

A devastating blast had occurred in central Beirut, Lebanon. 

What are possible causes of the blast? 

• The initial explosion ignited a fire, while the second one was more devastating enveloping the capital’s skyline. 
• The blast was caused by the detonation of more than 2,700 tonnes of ammonium nitrate that had been stored 

at the Beirut port for six years. 
• Primary observations point serious lack of maintaining safety norms at the explosive storage. 
• Large quantities of stored ammonium nitrate are regarded as a major fire hazard, with multiple reported cases 

across the world. 
What is wrong with the timing of the accident? 

• In the recent past, Lebanon has been crippled by serious economic woes at the centre of which has been a 
currency crisis. 

• This has caused large-scale closure of businesses and soaring prices of basic commodities resulting in social 
unrest. 

• The blast has occured at the time when a UN tribunal is set to give its verdict in the 2005 assassination of former 
Lebanase Prime Minister. 

• The country has been bracing for the aftermath of the verdict of the case, which has at its core the age-old Shia-
Sunni rift. 

• Beirut’s health-care system, struggling to fight the COVID-19 pandemic, is already stretched. 
• Coping with the aftermath of the blast itself would be an uphill task for the country’s beleaguered government. 
• Prices of essential goods are high, foreign currency is scarce and the GDP is expected to contract 12% this year. 
• On the southern border, tensions between Israel and Hezbollah are on the rise, with Israeli Prime Minister 

warning of military action. 
What are the new concerns? 

• Residents of Beirut are struggling with long power outages, which are delaying even the rescue efforts after the 
blast. 

• The blast would deepen the country’s economic woes as one of its main ports has been destroyed. 
What could be done? 
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• The immediate focus should be on rescuing the wounded and getting the city back on its feet. 
• All stakeholders, from the Sunni parties to Shia Hezbollah, should work together. 
• Other countries in the region as well as international institutions should offer help to Beirut to withstand this 

moment of catastrophe. 
• Experts say that the world over, the main obstacles in regulating ammonium nitrate is its widespread use in 

industry and agriculture. 
• While a legislative framework exists, repeated examples of misuse and mishaps show that a lot more needs to 

be done. 
 

Loya Jirga: Grand Assembly of Afghanistan 

Why in news? 

Afghanistan’s Loya Jirga, a grand assembly of senior politicians and tribal and religious leaders had a four-day meeting, 
for a ceasefire between government troops and the Taliban underscores the mood in Kabul. Afghanistan’s leaderswants 
to resolve the 17-year-long conflict. The Jirga asked the government to set up a negotiating team with members from 
the assembly for talks with the insurgents. 

Key highlights: 

• The Taliban group controls half of Afghanistan and has shown its capacity to strike anywhere, including in the 
most fortified of locations. 

• It has also been engaged in direct talks with the U.S. for months. 
• But the peace talks haven’t prevented the Taliban from carrying its offense against the government. 
• By rejecting the Loya Jirga proposal, the Taliban has once again made it clear that it is not ready yet to engage 

with the government in Kabul. 
• The U.S. seeks an assurance that Afghanistan will not provide a safe haven to transnational terrorist groups such 

as al-Qaeda and the Islamic State. 
• The government lacks the resources to accomplish either. 
• It cannot defeat the Taliban militarily, as the 17 years of the war suggest. 
• It cannot forge peace on the Taliban’s terms as it would mean endangering whatever few freedoms the Afghans 

enjoy right now. 
 

Israel-UAE-US deal 

Why in news? 

Israel and the United Arab Emirates, helped by the US, have arrived at an important peace agreement. 

What is the big deal? 

• The deal was announced by the US White House. 
• The deal says that the UAE will establish diplomatic relations with Israel if its President commits to give up the 

plan to annex the West Bank. 
• [West Bank is the main territory of a state that the Palestinians want.] 
• The UAE becomes the third Arab nation to recognise Israel after Egypt (1979) and Jordan (1994). 
• It has the potential to change the geopolitics of West Asia and beyond. 

What about the Palestinians? 
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• The Palestinian leadership rejects and denounces the UAE, Israeli and the US trilateral announcement. 
• The Palestinian Authority, which seeks a two-state solution, lashed out against the deal as a betrayal by the UAE. 
• For the Palestinians, the Israeli commitment that it will not pursue its plan to annex the West Bank is an empty 

concession. 
• This is because the deal does not address the Palestinian demand for statehood. 
• President Binyamin Netanyahu floated the annexation plan recently. 
• It says Israel will claim sovereignty of all land in the West Bank on which Jewish settlements have come up. 
• This plan would literally cut up the dream of a Palestinian state. 
• It was not certain if Netanyahu would have gone ahead with it even without the UAE deal. 
• Now, by agreeing not to, he has enabled the UAE to talk it up to its Arab allies as a major concession extracted 

from Israel. 
• Netanyahu himself can project it elsewhere abroad as a big give on his part, without compromising on the core 

issues of the conflict. 
How have the Arab states reacted? 

• Saudi Arabia has said nothing so far. 
• But, the ruling family’s Prince Turki al-Faisal had rejected the proposals for Israel-Palestine peace unveiled by the 

US in January 2020. 
• But Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MbS) has been hailed as an ally by the Trump administration. 
• He has formed a friendship with Trump’s son-in-law, tasked with finding a solution to the Israeli-Arab conflict. 
• There is bound to be speculation that the UAE could not have taken its decision on Israel without the support of 

Saudis. 
• Over the years, the Saudis have seen both the US and Israel as insurance against Shia Iran. 
• The smaller Gulf States of Oman and Bahrain have quickly fallen in line behind UAE. 
• It could be a matter of time before the others, including Saudi, do as well. 

How does the region’s geopolitics change? 

• If the Arab states do fall in line, it would bring all Sunni nations in the region in an anti-Iran alliance with Israel. 
• Iran and its proxies and allies have been weakened and broken by war, the ISIS and al-Qaeda. 
• [Iran’s allies - Syria, Lebanon and Iraq, the Hezbollah in Lebanon, and the Houthis in Yemen] 
• Hezbollah, which Israel has treated as enemy, faces a domestic backlash after an explosion in Beirut. 
• Russia, a staunch ally of Syria, has not yet reacted. 
• The deal will send ripples through other parts of the world. 
• In South Asia, it will put Pakistan in a bind. 
• Pakistan is already facing criticism at home for not being able to take on India over its 2019 decisions in 

Kashmir. 
• Pakistan is unlikely to be seen as joining an Arab alliance that has abandoned another cause dear to Pakistan, 

that of Palestine. 
• But then, UAE is a good friend. 
• Pakistan has already annoyed Saudi Arabia by not agreeing to hold a special session on Kashmir at the OIC. 
• Even if Pakistan does not join the Arab stampede towards Israel, it cannot rail against them for it. 

  

Turkey-Greece Stand-off 

Why in news? 

Recently, France has deployed its military in the eastern Mediterranean Sea amid tensions between Greece and Turkey 
over recently-discovered gas reserves in the region.  

Key points 
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• The EU and its allies in West Asia and North Africa made plans to build a gas pipeline from the Mediterranean to 
Europe’s mainland to transport the gas. 

• The gas transport would help reduce the EU’s dependency on Russia. 
• However, they have kept Turkey out of it. 
• Turkey has challenged the EU pipeline project.  
• It has reached an agreement with Libya to form an Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) from its southern shores to 

Libya’s northern coast across the Mediterranean. 
Greece’s claims:  

 Turkish zone violated its maritime sovereignty.  
 It has announced its EEZ with Egypt, which clashed with Turkey’s zone. 

• As a reaction to the deal, Turkey has sent its survey ship near the island of Kastellorizo area.  
• The area is mentioned in the Greece-Egypt agreement. 
• Over the past four decades, Greece and Turkey have gone to war at least three times. 
• They disagree over overlapping claims to hydrocarbon resources.  
• Now, France, the EU’s most powerful military force, has thrown its weight behind Greece and Cyprus. 
• An alliance is also emerging among Greece, Cyprus, Italy and France, which is backed by Egypt, Israel and the 

UAE. 
• Turkey stands almost isolated, but remains a key power in the Mediterranean. 

Way Forward 

• If the EU wants to transport gas from the coast of Israel to Europe via Cyprus and Italy, an open conflict with 
Turkey cannot help. What is in everybody’s interest is to bring down tensions and find a diplomatic and mutually 
acceptable solution to the gas conflict. 

• Excluding Turkey, which has a long Mediterranean coast, is unwise. Allowing a resurgent Turkey to bully smaller 
powers in the region would be strategically disastrous. The EU has to strike a balance between these two 
options. 

 

Weakening Pakistan-Saudi Arabia Relations 

 Recently, a delegation led by Pakistan Army chief Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa visited Saudi Arabia, but were denied a 
meeting with Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS).  

 This ahows that the rift between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia over Jammu and Kashmir is out in the open.  
Saudi-Pakistan Relations: 

• The relationship between Saudi Arabia and Pakistan was most prominent during the 1971 war between India 
and Pakistan.  

• According to reports of that time, Saudi Arabia had denounced the Indian action as “treacherous and contrary to 
all international covenants and human values” and found no justification for the Indian aggression except 
“India’s desire to dismember Pakistan and tarnish its Islamic creed”. 

• Saudi Arabia is also reported to have transferred arms and equipment including the loan of some 75 aircraft to 
Pakistan during the war time.  

After War Scenario- 

• Saudi Arabia consistently supported the call for the return of Pakistan’s prisoners of war and for dropping the 
Dacca (Dhaka) Trial against 195 of them.  

• Saudi Arabia gave loans to Pakistan enabling it to buy arms worth about $1 million by 1977, including F-16s and 
Harpoon missiles from the US. 

• Saudi oil and dollars have kept Pakistan’s economy on its feet after sanctions following the nuclear tests and 
over the last two decades, Saudi Arabia has provided oil on deferred payments to Pakistan whenever it ran into 
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economic difficulty. 
• Saudi Arabia funded madrasas whuch has  led to their mushrooming and later giving rise to religious extremism. 
• In 1990, Pakistan sent its ground forces to defend Saudi Arabia against Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

Tensions in Saudi – Pakistan Relations-  

• The tension between Saudi Arabia and Pakistan has been brewing for some time. In 2015, Pakistan’s Parliament 
decided not to support the Saudi military effort to restore an internationally recognised government in Yemen. 

• In February 2019, after the Pulwama terror attack, it was Saudi Arabia and the UAE that pulled their weight to 
get Wing Commander Abhinandan released, apart from the US. 

• The Saudi Crown Prince visited Pakistan and India at that time, and made it clear that he valued economic 
opportunities. He did not wade into the Kashmir issue in India, or the terrorism issue in Pakistan. 

• A year after Article 370 was revoked Pakistan’s accusation that Saudi Arabia has failed to deliver on the Kashmir 
cause was an indication of Islamabad  and Rawalpindi’s  frustration that OIC had not played a leadership role in 
backing Pakistan against India. 

• This crticism by Pakistan angered Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia demanded the return of the $3 billion loan and 
refused to sell oil to Islamabad on deferred payment and Pakistan immediately returned $1 billion, displaying 
the rift. 

• Saudi Arabia is of opinion that Pakistan has been trying to pander to Turkey and Malaysia and also the Turkey’s 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is seen as trying to position himself as the new leader of Muslim world, 
challenging Saudi Arabia’s long-held position. 

The Issue of Kashmir: 

• The alignment over Kashmir at the Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) crystallised since 1990, when 
insurgency in Jammu and Kashmir began.  

• The OIC has issued many statements over the last three decades, it became a ritual of little significance to India. 
• In 2019, after India revoked Article 370 in Kashmir, Pakistan lobbied with the OIC for its condemnation of India’s 

move.  
• Saudi Arabia and the UAE issued statements that were nuanced rather than harshly critical of New Delhi.  
• Over the last one year, Pakistan has tried to rouse the sentiments among the Islamic countries, but only a 

handful of them Turkey and Malaysia publicly criticised India. 
The Saudi perspective: 

• Saudi Arabia’s change in position has been a gradual process under Crown Prince MBS and  it seeks to diversify 
from its heavily oil-dependent economy, it sees India as a valuable partner in the region. 

• MBS, who is looking to invest in India, has taken a realistic view, along with UAE’s crown prince Mohammed bin 
Zayed.  

• Saudi Arabia is India’s fourth largest trade partner (after China, US and Japan) and a major source of energy: 
India imports around 18% of its crude oil requirement from the Kingdom. Saudi Arabia is also a major source of 
LPG for India. 

The China Factor: 

• Pakistan and China have called themselves “all-weather allies” and “iron brothers”. Over the last one year and 
China has supported Pakistan on Kashmir, raising the issue at the UN Security Council thrice. 

• China has also emerged as Pakistan’s biggest benefactor through its funding of the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor. Originally valued at $46 billion, China’s commitment to Pakistan now stands at $62 billion. 

• Saudi Arabia has also invested in CPEC projects, to the tune of $10 billion, but Pakistan now looks towards 
Beijing for both diplomatic and economic support as the relations between Saudi Arabia and Pakistan have 
soured.  

Implications for India: 

• India is closely watching the developments between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia and has not said anything 
publicly on the issue.  
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• Saudi Arabia’s silence on J&K as well as CAA-NRC has emboldened the Indian government.  
• At a time when India and China are locked in a border standoff, India would be wary of Pakistan and China 

teaming up and with Saudi Arabia in its corner for now, it may have a leverage over Pakistan Riyadh would not 
want a conflict and regional instability. 

• What is key to India’s calculus is that the Pakistan-China and the Pakistan-Saudi axes are not fused together at 
the moment: It is not a Saudi-Pakistan-China triangle and how India leverages that may decide the future of the 
region. 

India Announces Package to Maldives 

Why in News? 

India has committed to Maldives a five-pronged package including air, sea, intra-island and telecommunications to 
help it deal with the economic impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The package includes: 

Greater Malé Connectivity Project (GMCP) 

• A financial package consisting of a grant of 100 million USD and new line of credit of 400 million USD. 
• This will be the largest civilian infrastructure project in Maldives, connecting Malé (the capital) with three 

neighbouring islands — Villingili, Gulhifalhu (where a port is being built under Indian line of credit) and Thilafushi 
(new industrial zone) – by construction of a bridge-and-causeway link. 

• This will boost economic activity, generate employment and promote holistic urban development in the Malé 
region. 

• Direct Cargo Ferry Service: It will be run between India and Maldives. 
 The service is expected to enhance sea connectivity and provide predictability in supplies for importers in 

Maldives and exporters in India. 
• Air Travel Bubble Between India and Maldives: This will facilitate movement of people for employment, 

tourism and medical emergencies. 
 Maldives is the first neighbouring country of India with which an air bubble is being operationalised. 

• Quotas for Supply of Essential Commodities: This was renewed for 2020-21. The commodities include food items 
as well as river sand and stone aggregates to assure food security, and supply of essential construction items. 

• Financial Aid: In addition a financial aid of 250 million USD will be provided to Maldives by India. 
Impact on India-Maldives-China 

 The Indian aid is being appreciated and contrasted with the previous expensive commercial loans to 
Maldives by China which are being termed “debt-trap diplomacy” of China, wherein China 
intentionally extends excessive credit to another country with the intention of extracting economic or 
political concessions from the debtor country. 

 The GMCP is also being compared to the Chinese built Sinemale Friendship bridge connecting Male to two 
other islands as it will be much bigger than the latter. 

 The India-Maldives relationship suffered a setback when Maldives entered into a Free-Trade Agreement 
(FTA) with China in 2017. 
 

• However with the election of a new pro-India government in Maldives, the relationships have improved and 
Maldives is also considering pulling out of the FTA with China. 

• Since September 2018, India and Maldives have seen a number of bilateral visits. 
 
 India’s Prime Minister visited Maldives to attend the swearing-in ceremony of President Solih. 
 Maldives President also visited India in December 2018. 
 The Home Minister of Maldives met Indian Home Minister on 21st February, 2020. 

• At present, India-assisted projects in the region include water and sewerage projects on 34 islands, reclamation 
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projects for the Addl island, a port on Gulhifalhu, airport redevelopment at Hanimaadhoo, and a hospital and a 
cricket stadium in Hulhumale. 

• India had also announced a 800 million USD Line of Credit to Maldives in December 2018. 
Way Forward 

Given the economic hardships being faced by Maldives due to Covid-19 pandemic and previous debts, this package will 
definitely warm up the relationship between both the countries. This will also provide a strategic edge to India over 
China with regards to Maldives. 

Boundary Working Group: India-Nepal 

Why in News? 

Amid the growing tensions between India and Nepal, Kathmandu has given to proposal to India regarding meeting 
of Boundary Working Group (BWG). 

About Boundary Working Group (BWG) 

• It is a joint agency constituted by the governments of India and Nepal in 2014. 
• It is an important mechanism to review the boundary work. 
• Its objective is to carry out works in the fields of construction, restoration and repair of boundary 

pillars including clearance of ‘no-man’s land’ and other technical tasks. 
• The BWG is led by the Surveyor General of India and is different from the foreign secretaries meeting that is 

being sought to discuss the Kalapani border dispute. 
Background of Boundary Working Group (BWG) 

• In 2017, the two sides had finalised the comprehensive plan and modalities for execution and completion of 
boundary work in the next five years. 

• The BWG’s inputs are critical as they are given to the governments on the basis of field-level survey. 
Recent Issues between India and Nepal 

• Nepal issued a map in May 2020 which depicted disputed regions of Kalapani, Limpiyadhura and Lipulekh as part 
of its own territory, which was rejected by India. 

• India inaugurated a new road to Kailash Mansarovar passing through the Lipulekh region which provoked the 
Nepal government. 

Way Forward 

India is also planning to start an air transport bubble with Nepal and other neighbouring countries since movement of 
people across the land borders continue to remain restricted. 

 Air travel bubbles are temporary arrangements between two countries aimed at restarting commercial 
passenger services when regular international flights are suspended. 

India and Nepal should begin a dialogue as all the issues can be peacefully resolved if sustained dialogue takes place. 

India-Vietnam Meeting 

Why in News? 

Recently, the 17th meeting of the India-Vietnam Joint Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific and Technological 
Cooperation was held via video-conference. 

Key Highlights of India-Vietnam Joint Commission 
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• The Joint Commission explored closer cooperation in emerging areas such as civil nuclear energy, space, 
marine sciences and new technologies and decided to expand their Indo-Pacific partnership. 

• India and Vietnam agreed to enhance their bilateral cooperation in line with India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative 
(IPOI) and the ASEAN’s Outlook on Indo-Pacific. 

• India invited Vietnam to collaborate on one of the seven pillars of the IPOI. 
• The two sides agreed to add new momentum to the economic and defence engagement between the two 

countries. 
• The meeting reaffirmed India’s development and capacity building assistance to Vietnam through initiatives 

such as Quick Impact Projects (QIP), ITEC and e-ITEC initiatives, PhD fellowships and Water Resource 
Management Projects. 
 12 QIPs for implementation in Vietnam have been approved by the Government of India, including 7 

QIPs in water resource management in Vietnam’s Mekong Delta Region and 5 QIPs related to 
construction of educational infrastructure in Vietnam. 

• An agreement for cooperation between Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service (SSIFS) and Diplomatic 
Academy of Vietnam was sealed on the margins of the Joint Commission Meeting. 

• A separate MoU was finalised between National Maritime Foundation, New Delhi and Scientific Research 
Institute of Sea and Islands, Hanoi. 

• India and Vietnam have agreed to coordinate closely at multilateral forums, including at the UN Security 
Council, where both India and Vietnam will serve concurrently as non-permanent members in 2021. 
 They also agreed to step up cooperation and coordination at important regional forums under the ASEAN 

framework. 
 Indo-Japan Relationship 

Why in news? 

Japan’s Prime Minister announced that he would step down as a chronic illness has resurfaced. 

Who is Japan’s PM? 

• Shinzo Abe is Japan’s Prime Minister. 
• Abe, whose tenure began in 2012, was due to be in office till September 2021. 
• He had first become the PM in 2006, but resigned in 2007 due to illness. 

How committed was Abe for a relationship with India? 

• In his first stint in 2006-07, Abe visited India and addressed Parliament. 
• During his second stint, he visited India thrice. 
• He was the first Japanese PM to be Chief Guest at the Republic Day parade in 2014. 

How did the Indo-Japan ties transform? 

• The foundation for “Global Partnership between Japan and India” was laid in 2001. 
• Annual bilateral summits were agreed in 2005. 
• However, it was Abe who accelerated the pace of ties since 2012. 
• In first term - Abe, who visited India in 2007, laid the foundation for his concept of Indo-Pacific. 
• This concept has now become mainstream and one of the main pillars of Indo-Japan ties. 
• In second term - Abe helped build the relationship further. 
• In 2014, Narendra Modi as PM chose Japan for his first bilateral visit outside the neighbourhood. 
• Modi and Abe agreed to upgrade the bilateral relationship to “Special Strategic and Global Partnership”. 
• The relationship encompassed issues like civilian nuclear energy, maritime security, quality infrastructure, Act 

East policy and Indo-Pacific strategy. 
How was the Indo-Japan nuclear deal signed? 

• When Modi went to Japan in 2014, the Indo-Japan nuclear deal was still uncertain. 
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• This is so because Tokyo was sensitive about a deal with a non-Nuclear-Proliferation-Treaty member country. 
• Abe’s government convinced the anti-nuclear hawks in Japan to sign the agreement in 2016. 
• The pact was a key to India’s deals with US and French nuclear firms, which were either owned by or had stakes 

in Japanese firms. 
What are the defence agreements? 

• Under Abe, the two sides decided to have Foreign and Defence Ministers’ Meeting (2+2). 
• They are negotiating the Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA), a military logistics support pact. 
• In November 2019, the first Foreign and Defence Ministers’ Meeting was held in New Delhi. 
• In 2015, a pact for transfer of defence equipment and technology was also signed. 

What is the Indo-Pacific strategy? 

• During Abe’s tenure, India and Japan came closer in the Indo-Pacific architecture. 
• Abe had spelt out his vision of the Confluence of the Two Seas in his 2007 speech when the Quad was formed. 
• But, Quad collapsed soon. 
• In 2017, Chinese aggression grew in the Pacific, Indian Ocean, and India’s borders in Doklam. 
• As a result, Abe mooted the idea of reviving the Quad. 
• Quad was revived as Indian, Japanese, Australia and US officials met in Manila on the sidelines of the East Asia 

summit. 
What is Japan’s stand on India-China stand-offs? 

• Since 2013, Indian and Chinese soldiers have had four border-stand-offs, including the ongoing one since May 
2020. 

• Abe’s Japan has stood with India through each of them. 
• Japan has made statements against China for changing the status quo. 

What are the infrastructural investments? 

• During Abe’s visit in 2015, India decided to introduce the Shinkansen system (bullet train), due to begin in 2022. 
• Under Abe’s leadership, India and Japan formed the Act East Forum. 
• The Forum is engaged in projects in the Northeast. 
• The two countries also planned joint projects in Maldives and Sri Lanka among others to counter Beijing’s 

influence. 
What is next? 

• Much to India’s comfort, Abe did not get distracted by India’s domestic developments. 
• He focused on strategic, economic and political deliverables. 
• India will now wait for Abe’s successor, who will have big shoes to fill. 

 

                                                          Environment 

Agatti Island of Lakshadweep 

Why in News? 

Recently, the southern bench of the National Green Tribunal (NGT) has granted an interim stay on felling of coconut 
trees on Agatti Island in Lakshadweep. 

Background: 
 

 Recently, a petition was moved in the NGT over indiscriminate cutting of coconut trees for a beach road. 
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 The tree-felling was violating the Union Territory’s (UT) Integrated Island Management Plan (IIMP). 
 

• IIMP was formulated on the basis of a report submitted by the Supreme Court-appointed Expert Committee, 
headed by Justice R.V. Raveendran, a former judge of the SC. 

• IIMP includes holistic island development plans prepared by the National Centre for Sustainable Coastal 
Management (NCSCM) for implementation by coastal States/ UTs. 

• The IIMP undertakes scientific approaches, coupled with indigenous knowledge for the better management of 
the islands and its resources. 

Concerns: 

• Due to the large scale cutting of the coconut trees, local residents are affected by losing income from the tree 
produces. 

• It also poses an environmental challenge because the trees on the coastline act as a green belt to protect the 
rest of the island during cyclones and other natural calamities. 

 

Ban on Pesticides 

Why in news? 

The Centre has issued a draft order banning the manufacture and sale of pesticides on grounds of the grave risk they 
pose to humans and animals. 

What pesticides would be banned? 

• The order may ban 27 widely-used pesticides. 
• This would include 12 insecticides, 8 fungicides and 7 herbicides. 
• A large number of countries have already banned these pesticides and, experts say India should too. 

How much pesticide is used in Punjab? 

• Punjab has just 1.53% of the country’s area. 
• But, its pesticide usage stood at 9.2% of the country in 2018-19 and over 8% in 2019-20. 
• In Punjab, chemical pesticide consumption is said to be decreasing, it is still continuous and excessive. 
• It stands after Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra in pesticide usage, but both states have a 6-times larger area as 

compared to Punjab. 
• Punjab has started using bio pesticides and its usage has increased from 136 MT in 2014-15 to 286 MT in 2019-

20. 
• There is still a wide variety of pesticides available to farmers for various uses. 
• Punjab tops the country in terms of per hectare usage of fertilisers. 

On which crops are these 27 pesticides mainly used? 

• These pesticides are used on almost all crops - rice, wheat, cotton, oilseeds, various vegetables, fruit etc. 
• Punjab can do away with these pesticides, though there are no other alternatives available at present for around 

9 of the 27 pesticides. 
What are the alternatives available to farmers? 

There are three types of alternatives, 

1. Integrated Pest Management (IPM) techniques, which are using cost-effective mechanical methods, 
2. Bio-pesticides, and 
3. Molecular target-specific low toxicity pesticides, usage of which is extremely low, and which are a little more 

expensive. 

JOKTA ACADEMY JOKTA ACADEMY



JO
KTA ACADEMY

• Neem-based biopesticides, which are environment-friendly, is very effective cost-wise and yield-wise. 
• It’s bitter taste keeps pests away from plants. 
• Moreover, the right kind of seeds and precise irrigation can help farmers keep the pests away. 
• Both PAU and Punjab agriculture department have been encouraging IPM extensively. 

Which methods are used to control pests under IPM? 

• Under IPM, simple hand-picking, light traps, pheromone traps, sticky traps, glue boards etc. are used to control 
pests. 

• IPM aims to protect soil and the environment from poisonous elements 
• Light trap - Electric bulb is switched on during night time for an hour close to the fields. 
• The pests get attracted to the light in the night and then lights are switched it off. 
• All the attracted pests fall into the diesel/petrol mixed water and get killed. 
• Pheromone traps - They are meant for mating disruption, for suppression of pest population, and mass 

trapping. 
• Such traps slowly release synthetic attractants which help in the detection of a single species of insect in the 

fields. 
• Seed shelters - Farmers attract birds by installing seed shelters in the fields and such birds consume the harmful 

insects in fields. 
• IPM, heavy reliance needs to be placed upon ‘monitoring and surveillance’ of the crops and fields. 

How does regular monitoring & surveillance help against pest attacks? 

• It can make farmers aware of the presence of pests and insects in the field at an early stage. 
• This will help them arrest the problem before it crosses the Economic Threshold Level (ETL) of the presence of 

these pests. 
• Punjab had seen the lowest cotton productivity in 2015 when whitefly had attacked the cotton crop on a large 

area. 
• But there is a 30% decrease usage of pesticides in the cotton crop from 2016 to date. 
• There is an increase in its productivity to 756 kg lint per hectare in 2016, a year after the devastating loss of the 

cotton crop, and 800 kg in 2019. 
How else is less usage of pesticides beneficial? 

• Instead of spraying herbicides to clear weeds, farmers can hire manual labour to remove it. 
• This will save their fields from chemical sprays. 
• Also, the money spent on buying harmful pesticides can be diverted towards paying the labour engaged in 

handpicking such weeds. 
• Farmers use herbicides to clean weeds from their fields and the area around the fields to keep pests away. 

 

Clause 22 of EIA Draft 

Why in news? 

The Clause 22 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 2020 draft notification is one of its central issues. 

What is EIA? 

• EIA is the process or study which predicts the effect of a proposed industrial/infrastructural project on the 
environment. 

• It prevents the proposed activity/project from being approved without proper oversight or taking adverse 
consequences into account 

• EIA regulation is one of the few tools that we have to ensure that we are the true trustees of our natural 
environment. 
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What is the Clause 22? 

• The Ministry of Environment, Forests, and Climate Change released this 2020 draft notification. 
• Clause 22 of the draft sets out a process for post-hoc legalisation of projects that start construction and/or 

operation prior to receiving an environmental clearance. 
What are the EIA regulatory violations? 

• History - The EIA regulation was first introduced in 1994 through a notification under the Environmental 
Protection Act, 1986. 

• It was significantly amended in 2006, superseding the 1994 notification. 
• The draft EIA 2020 notification is an attempt to remake many provisions of the 2006 notification. 
• Violation - Dealing with projects that fail to obtain prior clearance has been a difficult issue for the regulator. 
• This because the project proponents could cite sunk investments if the penalty for violation involves shutting 

down the project. 
• On the other hand, post-hoc legalisation of such violations could lead to perverse incentives for the industry. 
• This proposal would render the entire regulation redundant. 

What is the proposed legalisation process? 

• The draft has laid out a process that violators should follow in order to continue their operations legally. 
• The Appraisal Committee would assess whether the project can be run sustainably under compliance of 

environmental norms with adequate environmental safeguards. 
• If the answer is no, it can recommend closure of the project. 
• If the answer is yes, it will require the project proponent to assess the ecological damage and prepare a 

remediation plan. 
• It will want the project proponent to prepare a ‘natural and community resource augmentation plan’, along with 

an EIA report. 
• The project proponent is needed to submit a bank guarantee, equivalent to the cost of the remediation plan, 

prior to receiving an environmental clearance. 
• In addition, there are monetary penalties specified for each day the violation occurs. 

What is the concern? 

• According to Clause 22, only the violators themselves or a regulatory or governmental authority can bring the 
violation to notice. 

• It is not clear from the notification if any other stakeholders, like interested individuals, have a legal basis to 
report violations. 

What could be done? 

• The Ministry could constitute an official Committee. 
• This Committee could conduct meetings with various stakeholder groups like individuals, civil society 

organisations, etc. 
• It could made recommendations to the Ministry on the appropriateness of various amendments. 
• Based on these recommendations, the Ministry could finalise the new notification. 
• Such participatory processes would generate greater legitimacy for the regulations, potentially reducing conflict 

during implementation. 
 

Organic Matter in Soil 

What is the issue? 

Punjab soils are degraded and depleted because organic matter is quite below (.5-.2%). 
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 There is a serious need to increase the organic matter of the soil. 
Why is there low organic matter in the Punjab’s soil? 

• Punjab is the highest consumer of chemical fertilisers per hectare in the country. 
• It is also the third highest pesticide consumer while accounting for just 1.53% of the total area of the country. 
• In Punjab, farmers usually plant three crops a year. 
• This means that the land gets disturbed every time they till, leading to a decrease in organic matter in the soil. 

What is Organic Matter? 

• Organic matter (OM) consists of plants, animal material which gets converted into humus after decomposing. 
• It improves soil quality and fertility. 
• It supplies nutrients, increases water-holding capacity and prevents soil erosion. 
• This in turn needs lesser irrigation and helps arrest floods by alloying increased infiltration into the soil. 
• Good OM also leads to proper utilisation of fertilisers put in the fields. 

What is the ideal OM content in soil? 

• Punjab Agricultural University (PAU) said that .75% organic matter in the soil is sufficient. 
• Punjab agriculture department said it should be at least 1%. 
• International standards suggest having around 2-3% in the soil. 

How much OM is present in the Punjab soil? 

• OM in the soil was .33% during the Green Revolution in 1966-67, which has increased to .51% at present. 
• In the past over 50 years that have elapsed between the Green Revolution, the state registered a .18% increase 

of organic matter (OM) in its soil. 
• Punjab’s soil falls in the ‘medium’ category as for as availability of OM is concerned. 

How much time does it take to increase OM in the Punjab soil? 

• It can be increased by up to .50-1% in a decade’s time, even though the increase was between .3 and .11% in the 
past five decades. 

• This requires the collective efforts of Punjab government, experts and farmers. 
• PAU had done experiments in their fields where they had added crop residues in the fields and had also done 

green manuring. 
• As a result, the OM has increased from .42% a decade back to .67% now in their fields. 
• The same can be replicated across Punjab. 

What steps can be taken to increase OM in soil in Punjab? 

• By tilling the land again and again, organic matter gets disturbed and decreases. 
• Farmers can opt for two crops a year and grow green manure as a third crop. 
• The green manure can be ploughed into the field to improve soil fertility. 
• The best time to grow it is after wheat harvesting in April, and then ploughing it in the fields before paddy 

sowing in June. 
• Putting cow dung in the fields, incorporating paddy and wheat stubble in soil, growing pulses are methods to 

enhance it. 
Why is increasing OM important for Punjab? 

• Punjab has already witnessed high productivity in several crops. 
• But, enhancing this further with existing land holdings is possible when soil is enriched. 
• If OM in the Punjab soil is enhanced, the fertility of the soil of low production areas can be enhanced to bring it 

at par with soil giving the highest production. 
• Fertility of soil with high productivity can also be enhanced further by increasing organic matter to around 1%. 
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Indian Bison (Gaur) 

Why in News? 

Recently, a case of poaching of Indian Bison was discovered using a sniffer dog in West Bengal. 

Key Points 

Indian Bison or Gaur (Bos gaurus)  

• Location: Native to South and Southeast Asia  
• In India, they are found in Nagarhole, Bandipur, 

Masinagudi National Parks and BR Hills. 
Conservation Status:  

• Vulnerable in IUCN Red List. 
• Included in the Schedule I of the Wild Life 

Protection Act, 1972. 
Important Facts: 
 

• It is the tallest species of wild cattle found in India and largest extant bovine. 
• Recently, the first population estimation exercise of the Indian Gaur (Bison) was carried out in the Nilgiris Forest 

Division, Tamil Nadu. 
• Recently, the conservation breeding of Gaur was started at Mysuru zoo under the conservation breeding 

programme of the Central Zoo Authority (CZA). 
Threats: 
 

• Food Scarcity: Due to the destruction in the grasslands, planting of commercially important trees, invasive plant 
species and indiscriminate grazing of domestic animals 

• Poaching: For their commercial value as well as due to the high demand of gaur meat. 
• Habitat Loss: Due to deforestation and commercial plantations. 
• Human-Animal Conflict: Due to living in proximity with human habitations. 

 

                                                                     Science and Tech  

BeiDou Navigation Satellite System 

Why in News? 

Recently, China has recently completed its BeiDou Navigation Satellite System constellation. 

 It is the fourth global satellite navigation system in the world.  
Background: 

• The name BeiDou comes from Chinese word for the Big Dipper or Plough constellation. 
• China's BeiDou navigation project was launched in the early 1990s. The system then became operational within 

China in 2000 and in the Asia-Pacific region in 2012. 
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• The navigation satellite system was completed in three steps: BDS-1 which provided services to China, BDS- 2 to 
provide services to the Asia-Pacific region and BDS-3 which provides services worldwide 

 

About BeiDou Navigation Satellite System (BDS): 

• The name BeiDou comes from the Chinese word for the Big Dipper or Plough constellation. 
• China’s BeiDou navigation project was launched in the early 1990s thereafter it became operational within China 

in 2000 and in the Asia-Pacific region in 2012. 
• It aims to integrate its application in different sectors, including fishery, agriculture, special care, mass-market 

applications, forestry and public security. 
• The navigation system was completed in three phases i.e. BDS-1 which provided services to China, BDS- 2 to 

provide services to the Asia-Pacific region and BDS-3 which provides services worldwide. 
• The navigation system has around 35 satellites in three kinds of orbits namely Geostationary Earth Orbit (GEO), 

Inclined Geo-Synchronous Orbit (IGSO) and Medium Earth Orbit (MEO). The second-generation BDS-2 is also 
known as COMPASS. 

 

Operation Breathing Space: India-Israel 

Why in news? 

An Israeli team, led by a “high ranking” research and development (R&D) defence official, arrived in India with a multi-
pronged mission, codenamed “Operation Breathing Space”. 

Operation Breathing Space 

• The team will be coordinated by Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), and Indian Ministry of Defence (MOD) 
and the Ministry of Health. 

• The plans include four different kinds of rapid tests, which will be jointly developed after trials on Indian COVID-
19 patients, as well as high-tech equipment to minimise exposure of medical staff to the virus, advanced 
respirators and special sanitisers developed in Israel. 

• If even one of the tests proves to be effective in testing for coronavirus in 30-40 seconds, this could be a game 
changer for the whole world and how we behave, at least until we have a vaccine. 

• The tests that the Israeli teams will be conducting trials for include an audio test, a breath test, thermal testing, 
and a polyamino test which seeks to isolate proteins related to COVID-19. 

• The simple tests have been tried on a small sample of Israeli patients, and now would be tried in the next stage 
on a larger sample of Indian patients. 

• The cooperation between Indian and Israeli scientists will also include sharing the most effective treatment 
protocols for COVID-19 patients. 

 

Time Capsules 

Why in News? 

The Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust has denied reports about placing of a time capsule under the ground at 
Ram Temple construction site in Ayodhya. 

 The Time Capsule, also known as Kaal Patra, was supposed to contain the history of Ayodhya and Rama Janma 
Bhoomi Movement. 

What is a time capsule? 
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• It is a container of any size or shape, which accommodates documents, photos and artefacts typical of the 
current era and is buried underground, for future generations to unearth.  

• It requires special engineering so that the contents don’t decay, even if pulled out after a century.  
• Material such as aluminium and stainless steel are used for the encasing, and documents are often reproduced 

on acid-free paper. 
• The term “time capsule” was coined in the 20th century, and the earliest examples date back to 1777 which was 

found by historians inside the statue of Jesus Christ in a church in Spain during restoration work in December 
2017. 

• The International Time Capsule Society (ITCS), based in the US and formed in 1990, is now defunct but continues 
to estimate the number of time capsules in the world. As per its present records, there are “10,000-15,000 times 
capsules worldwide”. 

Time Capsules In India 

• Outside the Red Fort: This was placed underground in 1972 by the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, was dug 
out by the subsequent government in 1977. It raised a controversy as it was said to glorify Gandhi Nehru family 
in indian History. 

• At IIT Kanpur Campus: This time capsule was buried on 6th March, 2010 containing details on IIT Kanpur in the 
form of documents, photographs, and films. 

• At The Alexandra Girls’ English Institution, Mumbai: It was set up in the 19th century and is scheduled to be 
opened in 2062. It contains information on the school. 

• At Jalandhar’s Lovely Public University: It was buried in January 2019 and contains 100 items that represent 
modern-day technology in India. 

Significance of time capsules: 

• They are seen as a means of communication with future people. It aims to help future archaeologists, 
anthropologists and historians to know about the past and carry on research accordingly.  

• Historians often criticise the idea of being motivated.  They have an opinion that “This exercise is inevitably a 
subjective exercise, geared towards glorification not to construct the real picture.” 

• All historians look at this time capsule exercise with suspicion and express that It’s not a valid historical method 
who decides what matter, what artefacts, written documents are going into it? 

 

RaTG13 Sarbecovirus 

Why in news? 

• The novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) has been circulating unnoticed in bats for decades. Bats have been the 
“primary reservoirs” for novel coronavirus. 

• The SARS-CoV-2 virus is likely to have diverged from closely related bat viruses called the sarbecovirus, 40-70 
years ago, according to a recent study. 

Details 

• Researchers had found that SARS-CoV-2 is most closely related to RaTG13 sarbecovirus, which was isolated 
from a horseshoe bat in Yunnan province in 2013. 

• Based on the nearly 96% genome sequence identity between SARS-CoV-2 and RaTG13 it was said an origin in 
bats is probable for the COVID-19 outbreak. 

What the study found? 

• After studying the evolutionary history of SARS-CoV-2 using genomic data on sarbecoviruses – all approaches 
suggest that RaTG13 and SARS-CoV-2 share a single ancestral lineage and estimate that SARS-CoV-2 genetically 
diverged from related bat sarbecoviruses in 1948, 1969 and 1982, respectively. 
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• So, the study leads to show that “Many species of bat harbour several viruses which can cross over to new hosts. 
When we disrupt habitats, we will face more such threats.” 

• They also concl0ude that it is plausible that pangolins could have been a conduit for transmission to humans, but 
there is “no evidence that pangolins facilitated adaptation to humans” by being an intermediate host. 

 

Dwarf Planet Ceres 

Why in News? 

As per the data collected by NASA Dawn spacecraft, dwarf planet Ceres reportedly has salty water underground. 

 Dawn (2007-18) was a mission to the two most massive bodies in the main asteroid belt - Vesta and Ceres. 
Ceres exploration 

• The dwarf planet was first spotted by Giuseppe Piazzi in 1801, who assumed that Ceres was the missing planet 
between Mars and Jupiter. 

• It was classified as a dwarf planet in 2006 and is the first dwarf planet to be orbited by a spacecraft. 
• In 2015, NASA’s Dawn reached it to study its surface, composition and history. 

What does it mean to be an “ocean world”? 

• With a crust that mixes ice, salts, rock-forming minerals and other materials, Ceres looks to be a remnant “ocean 
world,” wearing the chemistry of its Old Ocean and records of the interaction on its surface. 

• The observations from Dawn suggest the presence of briny liquid (saltwater) water under Ceres’s surface. 
• Scientists have determined that Ceres has a brine reservoir located about 40 km deep and which is hundreds of 

miles wide, making the dwarf planet, “water-rich”. 
Why do researchers study Ceres? 

• Scientists are interested in this dwarf planet because it hosts the possibility of having water, something that 
many other planets do not have. 

• Therefore, scientists look for signs of life on Ceres, a possibility that has also maintained scientists’ interest in 
the planet Mars, whose atmosphere was once warm enough to allow water to flow through it. 

• Another reason why scientists are interested in that studying it can give insights about the formation of the Solar 
System since it is considered to be a fossil from that time. 

 

Black Box on Aircraft 

Why in News? 

In a significant development towards ascertaining the reasons behind the Air India Express crash at Kozhikode recently, 
investigators have found the “black boxes” of the ill-fated Boeing 737-800 aircraft. 

About the black boxes 

• These are actually two orange metallic boxes containing the recorders, dating back to the early 1950s. 
• It was designed as following plane crashes, investigators were unable to arrive at a conclusive cause for the 

accidents. 
Material used: 

• In the initial days of the black box, the information was recorded on to a metal strip, which was then upgraded 
to magnetic drives succeeded by solid-state memory chips. 
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Data collected by black boxes 

Most aircraft are required to be equipped with two black boxes: the cockpit voice recorder (CVR) and the flight data 
recorder (FDR) that record the information about a flight and help reconstruct the events leading to an aircraft 
accident.  

 Cockpit voice recorder (CVR): It records radio transmissions and other sounds in the cockpit such as 
conversations between the pilots and engine noises. 

 Flight data recorder (FDR): It records more than 80 different types of information such as altitude, airspeed, 
flight heading, vertical acceleration, pitch, roll, autopilot status etc. 

 It usually takes at least 10-15 days to analyze the data recovered from the black boxes. 
Surviving the crash 

• These boxes are stored inside a unit that is generally made out of strong substances such as steel or 
titanium and are also insulated from factors such as extreme heat, cold or wetness. 

• Black boxes are also equipped towards the tail end of the aircraft where usually the impact of a crash is the 
least. 

• To make them discoverable in situations where they are underwater, black boxes are also equipped with a 
beacon that sends out ultrasound signals for 30 days. 

 

                                                                      Defence 

Draft Defence Production and Export Promotion Policy, 2020 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Ministry of Defence has formulated a draft Defence Production and Export Promotion Policy 2020 
(DPEPP 2020). 

• The DPEPP 2020 is envisaged as an overarching guiding document to provide a focused, structured and 
significant thrust to defence production capabilities of the country for self-reliance and exports. 
 

Highlights of the draft policy: 

Objectives of the Policy-  

• To achieve a turnover of Rs 1,75,000 Crores (US$ 25Bn) including export of Rs 35,000 Crore (US$ 5 Billion) in 
Aerospace and Defence goods and services by 2025. 

• To develop a dynamic, robust and competitive Defence industry, including Aerospace and Naval Shipbuilding 
industry to cater to the needs of Armed forces with quality products. 

• To reduce dependence on imports and take forward “Make in India” initiatives through domestic design and 
development. 

• To promote the export of defence products and become part of the global defence value chains. 
• To create an environment that encourages R&D rewards innovation creates Indian IP ownership and promotes a 

robust and self-reliant defence industry. 
     Strategies- 

Procurement Reforms 

• It also aims to move away from licensed production to design, develop and produce indigenously. 
• A Project Management Unit (PMU) to be set up for the development and production of technologies involved, 
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life cycle costs and maintenance requirements of platforms, equipment and weapon systems. 
Indigenization & Support to MSMEs/Startups. 

• It aims to create an industry ecosystem to indigenise the imported components (including alloys and special 
materials) and sub-assemblies for defence equipment and platforms manufactured in India. 5,000 such items 
are proposed to be indigenised by 2025. 

Optimize Resource Allocation 

• The share of domestic procurement in overall Defence procurement is about 60% and to increase the 
procurement from domestic industry, the procurement needs to be doubled from the current Rs. 70,000 crore 
to Rs. 1,40,000 crore by 2025. 

Investment Promotion, FDI & Ease of Doing Business- 

• The opportunities in the aerospace industry lie in the field of aircraft build work, aircraft Maintenance, Repair 
and Overhaul (MRO), helicopters, engine manufacturing and MRO work, line replaceable units, Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) and upgrades and retrofits etc.  

• The improvement in market size, demographic dividend and availability of diverse skill sets are evident from 
India’s ranking in the World Bank’s ‘Ease of Doing Business’ (EoDB) report.  

Innovation and R&D- 

• Defence Research & Innovation lies at the heart of the development of cutting-edge technologies and systems. 
By harnessing the nationwide R&D capabilities, future requirements of the services could be met and critical 
gaps in related technologies would get addressed. 

• Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX) has been operationalized to provide necessary incubation and 
infrastructure support to the start-ups in the defence area. More than 50 startups are currently developing new 
‘fit-for-military-use’ technologies/ products. iDEX would be further scaled up to engage with 300 more startups 
and developing 60 new technologies/ products during the next five years, and their procurement under the 
Make-II route of DPP. 

• Mission Raksha Gyan Shakti was launched to promote a greater culture of innovation and technology 
development and file a higher number of patents in Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs), Ordnance 
Factory Board (OFB). It would be scaled up for promoting the creation of Intellectual Property in the sector and 
its commercial utilisation. 

DPSUs and OFB- 

• Ordnance factories will be corporatized to make them competitive and to improve their productivity. 
• Efforts will be made to position DPSUs as system integrators and create a multi-tier domestic supply chain. 
• OFB/DPSUs will be mandated to maximize outsourcing from indigenous sources. 
• Disinvestment of DPSUs will be pursued. 
• The focus would be laid for modernization and technological up-gradation in coordination with Services/DRDO. 
• DPSUs would be encouraged to move towards INDUSTRY 4.0 by using innovative strategies and tools like digital 

threading to include the Internet of Things (IoT), time-stamping by the use of block-chain technology, Artificial 
Intelligence etc.  

Quality Assurance & Testing Infrastructure- 

• Competitiveness of the Defence Industry depends on robust quality assurance practices and mechanisms and 
this needs to be ensured in all phases of the product life cycle.  

• The quality control and assurance process will be comprehensively reviewed and streamlined.  
• The entire process of quality assurance and its time-bound delivery would be rationalized and monitored by 

developing an IT platform with an industry interface.  
• The pool of test beds/firing ranges/Quality Assurance (QA)-Quality Control (QC) labs/testing infrastructure will 

be mapped in the country and enhanced to meet the growing requirements of the Industry.  
• The existing testing infrastructure with Defence organizations would be made available for private industry use 

on equal priority. 
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Export Promotion- 

• Defence exports have grown manifold over the last few years. In order to achieve the target of Rs 35,000 crore 
(US$ 5 Bn) of Defence Exports by 2025, the following strategies are proposed. 

• Subject to strategic considerations, domestically manufactured defence products will be promoted through Govt 
to Govt agreements and Lines of Credit/Funding. 

• Export Promotion Cell set up to promote Defence exports through coordinated action to support the industry 
would be further strengthened and professionalized. 

• The end-to-end export clearance process in the Department of Defence Production would be further upgraded 
to make the process seamless and time-bound. 

Governance- 

• The concerned departments of the Ministry of Defence would take necessary action to implement the 
respective strategies outlined in this Policy. 

• The Department of Defence Production would be the nodal department for coordination on various 
components of the Defence Production & Export Promotion Policy (DPEPP) 2020 including obtaining approvals 
of the competent authorities for various schemes, programs and projects outlined in the strategies to achieve 
the objectives set in this Policy. 

 

Negative Imports List for Defence 

Recently, the Union Defence Minister Shri Rajnath Singh announced a list of 101 items that the Defence Ministry will 
stop importing in order to push Aatmanirbhar Bharat Initiative. 

What is Negative Imports List for Defence? 

The list of 101 embargoed items comprises some high technology weapon systems like artillery guns, assault rifles, 
corvettes, sonar systems, transport aircraft, light combat helicopters (LCHs), radars and many other items. 

Significance of Negative Imports List for Defence 

• It essentially means that the Armed Forces i.e. Army, Navy and Air Force will only procure all of the 101 items 
from domestic manufacturers. 

• The manufacturers could be private sector players or defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs). 
• By denying the possibility of importing the items on the negative list, the domestic industry is given the 

opportunity to step up and manufacture them for the needs of the forces. 
• The government has been hoping that the defence manufacturing sector can play a leading role in boosting the 

economy, not just for the domestic market, but to become an exporter as well. 
Need of focusing domestic manufacturing 

• India has been among the top three defence importers in the world and the government wants to reduce the 
dependence on imported items in defence. 

• The government wants to give a shot in the arm to the domestic defence manufacturing industry. 
• As per Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, which tracks defence exports and imports 

globally, India has been the second largest importer between 2014 and 2019. 
• A separate budget head has been created with an outlay of nearly Rs 52,000 crore for domestic capital 

procurement in the current financial year. 
OPV Sarthak 

Why in News? 
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Recently, an Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) for the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) was launched and named as Indian Coast 
Guard Ship ‘Sarthak’. 

 OPV Sarthak is the 4th in the series of the indigenous project for 05 OPVs. 
 OPVs are long-range surface ships capable of coastal and offshore patrolling, policing maritime zones, control 

and surveillance, anti-smuggling and anti-piracy operations with limited wartime roles. 
Key Points 

Development: OPV Sarthak has been designed & built indigenously by M/s Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL) in line with the 
government’s vision of ‘Make in India’. 

 It has about 70% indigenous content, thus providing the necessary fillip to the Indian shipbuilding industry and a 
giant leap towards achieving ‘Atmanirbar Bharat’. 

Features: 

• The Ship is fitted with state-of-the-art Navigation and Communication equipment, sensor and machinery. 
• It is designed to embark and carry a twin-engine helicopter, four high speed boats and one inflatable boat for 

swift boarding and Search & Rescue operations. 
• It is also capable of carrying limited pollution response equipment to undertake oil spill pollution response at 

sea. 
Use: 

The ship will be deployed extensively for Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) surveillance, Coastal Security and other duties 
as enshrined in the Coast Guard charter of duties, to safeguard the maritime interests of the Nation. 

Indian Coast Guard 

• The Indian Coast Guard was formally inaugurated on 19th August, 1978. It operates under the Ministry of 
Defence. 

• The organization is headed by the Director General Indian Coast Guard (DGICG) exercising his overall command 
and superintendence from the Coast Guard Headquarters (CGHQ) located at New Delhi. 

• For effective command and control, the Maritime Zones of India are divided into five Coast Guard 
Regions, namely, North-West, West, East, North-East and Andaman & Nicobar, with the respective Regional 
Headquarters located at Gandhinagar, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata and Port Blair. 

• Further, it keeps an eye on the Indian exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). 
• ICG has been a pioneer in inducting indigenous assets which has enabled it to remain operationally available 

throughout the year. 
 The mere presence of ICG units at sea serves dual objectives of “Deterrence” and “Reassurance”. 
 It deters people with ill-intent and at the same time reassures the maritime community, as they are 

aware that ICG will swiftly respond to any distress call or life-threatening situation at sea. 
The deterrence created by the ICG is not limited to the Indian waters, but collaboration with friendly littoral states as per 
provisions of bilateral cooperation agreements resulted in successful apprehension and seizure of drugs in Indian Ocean 
Region (IOR). 

Defence Onliner 

 NewsAir Marshal V. R. Chaudhari took over as Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief of Western Air Command of 
Indian Air Force. 

 Ministry of Defence (MoD) has prepared a draft Defence Production and Export Promotion Policy 2020 (DPEPP 
2020) to provide impetus to self-reliance in defence manufacturing. 

 India will take part in the multilateral military “Russian Kavkaz 2020” strategic command-post exercise to be held 
in Astrakhan, Russia. 

JOKTA ACADEMY JOKTA ACADEMY



JO
KTA ACADEMY

 The Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has announced that the Department of Military Affairs (DMA), Ministry of 
Defence (MoD) has prepared a list of 101 defence items for which there would be restriction on the import, 
beyond the timeline indicated against them. 

 The Defence Minister of India will launch the ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Saptah’ on August 10 to focus more on the 
vision of the government to shift to local manufacturing and ‘Make in India’. 

 Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) has approved procurement proposals worth Rs.8,722.38 crore to strengthen 
the Armed Forces by relying on indigenous capability to take forward the initiative on ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’. 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched a number of modernization and up-gradation of facilities and new 
infrastructure creation by Defence Public sector undertakings (PSUs) and Ordnance Factory Board (OFB), 
through the digital link here. 

 The Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has laid the foundation for a missile-seeker facility and a warhead 
production unit at Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) at Hyderabad, as part of the ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Saptah’ 
being celebrated by the company. 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated the HAL-IISc Skill Development Centre (SDC) established at the 
Indian Institute of Science's Challakere campus in Chitradurga district, Karnataka through a video conference on 
13 August 2020. 

 An Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPV) for the Indian Coast Guard has been launched and re-christened as Indian 
Coast Guard Ship ‘Sarthak’. 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched the Naval Innovation and Indigenisation Organisation (NIIO) through 
an online webinar. 

 The Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has unveiled four products each by the Ordnance Factory Board and Bharat 
Earth Movers Limited, two by BEL and one each by HAL, BDL, MDL, GRSE and GSL. 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has approved the proposal for a major expansion of the National Cadet Corps 
(NCC) to cover 173 border and coastal districts, to meet the aspirations of youth in all the border and coastal 
districts. 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has launched Konkurs Missile Test Equipment and Konkurs Launcher Test 
Equipment, which have been indigenously designed and developed by Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL). 

 The ARMY 2020 International Military and Technical Forum has been organised in Moscow, Russia from August 
23 to 29, 2020. 

 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has identified 108 systems and subsystems for 
designing and development by the Indian Industry only. 

 Union Minister of Defence Rajnath Singh launched the Directorate General National Cadet Corps (DGNCC) 
Mobile Training App on 27 August. 

 India has withdrawn its participation from the multilateral Military Exercise Kavkaz 2020 to be held in Russia 
between 15th to 26th September 2020. 

                                                                                
                                            Himachal Pradesh Current Affairs 

MOHRA-The divine face 

Why in News? 

Governor Bandaru Dattatraya released Film Teaser and Poster of “MOHRA-The divine face” prepared and directed by an 
independent filmmaker from Shimla Dr. Dev Kanya Thakur. 

Key Highlights: 

 Mohra–The divine face is a full-length feature film in Kullvi dialect. 
 This film has won first prize in story writing competition by Sahitya Academy,Government of Himachal Pradesh.  
 The film speaks about all the rituals involved in making of Mohra. 
 Arjun Lotheta, Divya Sethi and Uttam Chand are the key cast in the film. 
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 This film was shot in a beautiful valley of Naagdhaar village in Banjar in District Kullu.   
 

Craft Handloom Village 

Why in News? 

On the occasion of 6th National Handloom Day, Union Minister for Women & Child Development and Textile Smriti 
Zubin Irani while addressing the people through video conferencing from New Delhi congratulated the people of the 
State on the occasion of National Handloom Day and said that Sharan village near Heritage Village Naggar in Kullu 
district was among the ten villages of the country selected as Craft Handloom Village.  

Key Points 

 The Centre Government has sanctioned Rs. 118.63 lakh and State would contribute Rs 13.40 lakh, to develop 
Sharan Village under the new scheme. 

 Kullu and Kinnauri shawls have been reserved under the Handloom Protection Act by the Government of 
India and both these products have been patented. 

 presently about 20,000 people were using handloom for earning their livelihood. 
 

New Vice-Chancellor CSK HP Krishi Vishvavidyalya 

In News: 

Principal Secretary Agriculture to the Government of Himachal Pradesh Onkar Chand Sharma to hold the charge of the 
post of Vice-Chancellor, CSK HP  Krishi Vishvavidyalya, Palampur with effect from 11th August 2020 in addition to his 
own duties till the appointment of new Vice-Chancellor. 

e-Sanjeevani portal 

Why in News? 

Himachal Pradesh has been ranked third across India for registering highest number of consultations on e-Sanjeevani 
portal. 

About eSanjeevani  

 It is a national telemedicine service that offers tele-consultations enabling patient to doctor consultations from 
the confines of their home, as well as doctor to doctor consultations.  

 This eSanjeevani platform has enabled two types of telemedicine services viz. Doctor-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani) 
and Patient-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani OPD) Tele-consultations  

 The former is being implemented under the Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centre (AB-HWCs) 
programme.  

 The telemedicine platform is hosting over 40 online OPDs, more than half of these are speciality OPDs which 
include Gynaecology, Psychiatry, Dermatology, ENT, Ophthalmology, antiretroviral therapy (ART) for the 
AIDS/HIV patients, Non-Communicable Disease (NCD) etc.  

HP Good Governance Index 

Why in News? 

Bilaspur district bags first prize in HP Good Governance Index 
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Key Highlights: 

 The Bilaspur district has bagged first prize of Rs. 50 lakh in Himachal Pradesh District Good Governance Index 
annual report-2019 by scoring 75.8 percent in the index comprising of seven themes,  

 18 focus subjects and 45 indicators whereas Mandi district bagged second prize of Rs. 35 lakh by securing 70.2 
percent and Hamirpur district got third prize of Rs. 25 lakh by securing 64.5 percent. 

 

New NCC Academy 

In News: 

The Centre has given its approval to establish two more NCC battalions for the State. Which would benefit about 4500 
students of the State. 

NCC and Youth 

 NCC has a very important role to play in moulding the young men and women by developing character, 
discipline, communal harmony and ideals of selfless service amongst them. 

 NCC as a premier youth organization of the country has contributed immensely in propagating National unity 
and integrity amongst the youth and is empowering them towards developing a strong and vibrant Nation. 

Himachal Gaurav Purskar-2019 

In News: 

 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur presented ‘Himachal Gaurav Purskar-2019’ to Director of Post Graduate Institute 
of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh Padamshri Dr. Jagat Ram for his outstanding services in 
health sector.  

 Dr. Jagat Ram hails from Pabiyana village of gram panchayat Ser-Jagas in Sirmaur district of the State. 
 

'Prince Ka Pitara' 

In News: 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur today released poster of first comedy show of Himachal ‘Prince ka Pitara’ directed by 
Akhil Chaudhary. 

Creation of new panchayats for non-tribal and tribal areas  

Why in News? 

Rural Development and Panchayati Raj Minister Virender Kanwar informed has that Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has 
approved the criteria for creation of new panchayats for non-tribal and tribal areas.  

Key Highlights: 

 According to New criteria Non-tribal areas new gram panchayats from those existing gram panchayats will be 
created, total population of which as per 2011 census is equal to and more than 2000, number of household 
equal to and more than 500, number of villages equal to and more than five and distance of the farthest village 
from the existing headquarter of the gram sabha is equal to and more than five km subject to the condition that 
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minimum resultant population of the existing and newly proposed gram panchayat before and after bifurcation 
is minimum 600. 

 This criteria will also be applicable for backward areas. Similarly, in tribal areas new gram panchayats from 
those existing gram panchayats will be created, total population of which is equal to and more than 750, 
subject to the condition that minimum resultant population of the existing and newly proposed gram panchayat 
before and after bifurcation is minimum 300. 

 

Swachhta Sarvekshan- 2020 award 

Why in News? 

Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri has today announced Swachhta Sarvekshan-2020 award. 
Himachal Pradesh has been successful in achieving better ranking than Swachhta Sarvekshan- 2019 award. 

Key Points: 

 The ranking of States has been divided into two categories 
 Himachal Pradesh has achieved 6th ranking in first category. Whereas during Swachhta Sarvekshan- 2019 

awards in the same category the State had received 20th place. 
 The ranking of Urban Local Bodies was also done in two categories. 382 cities were included into this category, 

in which Shimla City has got 65th rank, which was 128th in previous year. Similarly, in first 200 cities with 
population of 25 to 50 thousand, five cities Nahan, Solan, Mandi, Baddi, Paonta Sahib of Himachal Pradesh 
have been included. 

MoU worth Rs. 110 crore signed 

Why in News? 

MoU worth Rs. 110 crore signed between HP Govt. and Microtek New Technologies Pvt. Ltd. 

Key Points: 

 A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) worth Rs. 110 crore was signed  for setting up of manufacturing unit 
of thermometers, online/offline UPS, High capacity invertors, oxymeters and other electrical and electronics 
products at Baddi in Solan district. 

 The Unit would be completed by March, 2021 and would provide direct employment to about 450 persons. 
6th H.P. State Finance Commission 

In News: 

MR. Satpal Singh Satti has been appointed chairman of 6th H.P. State Finance Commission.. 

 
                                                                              Sports 

 The legendary Spanish footballer Iker Casillas, who played as goalkeeper for Real Madrid, has announced his 
retirement from professional football. 

 Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju chaired the first General Council meeting of the Khelo India Scheme on 4th July. 
 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-Great Britain) has won the Formula One British Grand Prix 2020 held on August 02, 

2020. He came first, despite a puncture during the last lap. 
 India has withdrawn from the women’s world team Squash championship scheduled in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

from 15th to 20th December, due to lack of preparation, time and match-readiness of its players. 
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 World Cup winner German footballer, Benedikt Howedes has retired from football. 
 IPL 2020 will be played from September 19 to November 10 in the UAE this year. 

 

 The legendary Spanish footballer Iker Casillas, who played as goalkeeper for Real Madrid, has announced his 
retirement from professional football. 

 Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju chaired the first General Council meeting of the Khelo India Scheme on 4th July. 
 A sports gaming platform, WTF Sports has appointed cricketers Harmanpreet Kaur and Suresh Raina as its global 

brand ambassadors. 
 International Cricket Council has confirmed that the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2020 that was postponed due to 

Covid-19 will be held in Australia in 2022. 
 Members of the Indian men's and women's hockey teams bound for Tokyo Olympics will join the National Camp 

at National Centre of Excellence (NCOE) in Bengaluru 
 The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has suspended the title sponsorship deal with Chinese mobile 

phone company Vivo for the upcoming edition of the Indian Premier League. 
 Equitas Small Finance Bank announced that it has been appointed as the official retail banking partner for 

Chennai Super Kings (CSK) IPL team with effect from August 1, 2020. 
 The Red Bull racer, Max Verstappen has won the 70th Anniversary Grand Prix. 
 India’s KN Ananthapadmanabhan has been included in ICC’s international panel of umpires following compatriot 

Nitin Menon’s promotion to the elite panel. 
 FIFA World Cup 2022 qualifiers in Asia have been rescheduled to 2021. 
 “Fit India Freedom Run” would be organised by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports from 15th August to 

02nd October 2020. 
 Indian Cricketer Mahendra Singh Dhoni has announced retirement from all forms of international cricket. 
 After M.S. Dhoni, Indian cricketer Suresh Raina has also announced retirement from Cricket on August 15, 2020. 
 In Football, the Manchester City midfielder Kevin De Bruyne has been named as the Premier League Player of 

the Season 2019-20. 
 Amritsar based e-mobility start-up, eBikeGO has appointed Indian cricketer Harbhajan Singh as its brand 

ambassador. 
 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-Great Britain) has won the Formula One Spanish Grand Prix 2020 held at Circuit de 

Barcelona-Catalunya, Spain. 
 England off-spinner Laura Marsh has announced her retirement from all forms of cricket. Marsh had decided to 

retire from international cricket last December. 
 Dream11, a fantasy sports platform, has won the title sponsorship rights for Indian Premier League (IPL) 2020. 

Dream11 has signed a Rs 222-crore deal with BCCI for this. 
 The All India Football Federation and Sports Authority of India joined hands to launch E-Pathshala, a web 

platform to recognise the creativity and “develop interest in football. 
 Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic the Hockey India executive board has announced immediate support to 

61 athletes across the junior and senior men and women core who are not employed. 
 Performance sports eyewear brand Oakley has appointed Indian cricketer Rohit Sharma as its brand ambassador 

in India for a period of two years. 
 Laura Marsh, England national women cricket team off-spinner, has announced her retirement from all forms of 

cricket. 
 The National Sports Awards Committee has recommended the names of cricketer Rohit Sharma, table tennis 

champion Manika Batra, Paralympian Mariappan Thangavelu and wrestler Vinesh Phogat for the prestigious 
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award. 

 Ronnie O’Sullivan defeated Kyren Wilson with a score of 18-8 to win the World Snooker Championship 2020. 
 Five sportspersons will be awarded the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award 2020 this year. 
 Five-time champion Ronnie O’Sullivan beat world No 8 Kyren Wilson to win the World Snooker Championship 

2020 and his sixth overall World Championship title. 
 Legendary South African all-rounder Jaques Kallis, Pakistan batting great Zaheer Abbas and Pune-born former 

Australian captain Lisa Sthalekar were inducted into the International Cricket Council’s Hall of Fame in a virtual 
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ceremony. 
 World number 304 Sophia Popov became the first female golfer from Germany to capture a major title after 

winning the Women's British Open by two strokes at Royal Troon in Scotland. 
 Australian all-rounder Cameron White has announced his retirement from all forms of professional cricket. 
 In Football, German team Bayern Munich defeated French side Paris Saint-Germain 1–0 to win the UEFA 

Champions League 2019-20. 
 James Anderson from England has become the first-ever fast bowler to take 600 wickets in a Test Match Cricket. 
 Veteran Indian table tennis player from West Bengal, Poulomi Ghatak, has announced her retirement from the 

game to shift focus on coaching career. 
 India is planning to host BRICS Games 2021, which will be aligned with the Khelo India Games scheduled for next 

year. 
 Australian All-Rounder Cameron Leon White announced his retirement from Cricket at the age of 37. 
 The Association of Indian Football Coaches (AIFC) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 

Football Coaches Australia (FCA) to assist each other in development of football in the two countries. 
 Sri Lankan Opening batsman Nishad Tharanga Paranavitana announced retirement from all forms of 

International Cricket at the age of 38. 
 Japanese badminton player, Ayaka Takahashi, who is a doubles specialist has announced her retirement with 

effect from 31 August 2020. 
 On the occasion of the National Sports Day on 29 August 2020, the Ministry of Sports has announced a hike in 

the award money for four of the seven categories of the National Sports and Adventure Awards. 
 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-Great Britain) has won the Formula One Belgian Grand Prix 2020 held on August 30, 

2020. 
 India and Russia have been jointly announced the winner of first-ever FIDE Online Chess Olympiad 2020. 
 Arsenal beat Premier League champions Liverpool by 5–4 on penalties to claim the 2020 FA Community Shield 

after a 1–1 draw. 
 

 West Indies All-Rounder, Dwayne John Bravo became the first bowler in cricket to scalp 500 wickets in Twenty20 
matches 

 Para-swimmer Satyendra Singh Lohia of Madhya Pradesh is the first Divyanga Indian sportsperson of the 
country, who has been awarded today with the Tenzing Norgay Adventure Award. 

 

                                                         Books & Authors 

 The book “The Swachh Bharat Kranti” was officially launched by Union Minister of Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat, and Union Minister of Textiles and Women & Child Development Smt. Smriti Irani in New Delhi on 4 
August. 

 The book, titled “RAW: A History of India”s Covert Operations” has authored by investigative journalist and 
author Yatish Yadav. 

 Bihar Chief Minister, Nitish Kumar has released a book titled “Siyasat Mein Sadasyata” authored by Bihar 
Assembly Speaker Vijay Kumar Choudhary. 

 The book, titled “Vishesh: Code To Win”, has been written by sportswoman-turned-author Nirupama Yadav and 
published by the publishing house Bluerose. 

 The book “The Swachh Bharat Kranti” was officially launched by Union Minister of Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat, and Union Minister of Textiles and Women & Child Development Smt. Smriti Irani in New Delhi on 4 
August. 

 The book, titled “RAW: A History of India”s Covert Operations” has authored by investigative journalist and 
author Yatish Yadav. 

 The book titled ‘Amazing Ayodhya’ has been authored by Neena Rai. 
 The Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Shri Prakash Javadekar unveiled an e-version of the book 

titled ‘Connecting, Communicating, Changing’. 
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 Mizoram Chief Minister Zoramthanga has released ”Corona Kavithakal”, a collection of poems, written by 
Governor PS Sreedharan Pillai during the lockdown. 

 The Tibetan spiritual leader, Dalai Lama, will release a new book titled “Our Only Home: A Climate Appeal to the 
World” on climate change with German environmental journalist, Franz Alt in November. 

 

 The book, titled “A Bend in Time: Writings by Children on the Covid-19 pandemic”,written by award-winning 
children’s author Bijal Vachharajani. 

 Retired Air Vice Marshal Arjun Subramaniam has written a book which throws light on comprehensive account 
of war and conflict in contemporary India over the past five decades next month. 

 On the 70th birthday of award-winning author Sudha Murty, publishing house Penguin Random House India 
announced her latest collection of short stories, Grandparents’ Bag of Stories. 

 The book titled “India Tomorrow: Conversations with the Next Generation of Political Leaders”, has been 
released recently. 

 A book titled “Who painted my lust red?” that has been authored by Sree Iyer has been launched. 
 A book titled ‘One Arranged Murder’ authored by Chetan Bhagat will be released globally on September 28, 

2020. 
 Union Minister, Jitendra Singh has released a book on cancer named “Gastric Cancer” edited by Dr Ashok K. 

Vaid. 
 The book titled ‘Running Toward Mystery: The Adventure of an Unconventional Life’ is an account by Tenzin 

Priyadarshi, president and CEO of The Dalai Lama Center for Ethics and Transformative Values at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, of his lifelong journey as a seeker. 

 A book title ‘Cricket Drona’ on renowned coach Vasudev Jagannath Paranjpe or Vasoo Paranjape will be released 
on September 2, 2020. 

 Indian Army Chief, General Manoj Mukund Naravane has released a book titled “National Security Challenges: 
Young Scholars’ Perspective” penned by university students, ranging from the undergraduate level to doctoral 
candidates. 

 In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha today released two Coffee 
Table Books, one for Labour & Employment Department and another for J&K Entrepreneurship Development 
(JKEDI) Institute at Raj Bhavan in Srinagar. 

 Indian Cricket Coach Gurcharan Singh (85 years old) penned his memoir titled “Pitching It Straight” which is co- 
authored by sports journalist MS Unnikrishnan and published by Vitasta 

 

                                                            Ranks & Indices 

 Reliance Industries has been ranked second biggest brand after Apple on the FutureBrand Index 2020.The 2020 
list is topped by Apple, while Samsung is ranked third, followed by Nvidia, Moutai, Nike, Microsoft, ASML, PayPal 
and Netflix. 

 Apple world’s most valuable publicly listed company. 
 Reliance Industries has been ranked second biggest brand after Apple on the FutureBrand Index 2020. 
 The Indian Institute of Technology, Madras has retained the top position in the ‘Atal Ranking of Institutions on 

Innovation Achievements,’ (ARIIA) 2020 for being the best centrally funded institution in India. 
 India is home to 30% of the total organic producers and ranks first in the world in number of organic farmers 

and ranks ninth in terms of area under organic farming, 2.59% of the total organic cultivation area (57.8 million 
hectares). 

 According to Bloomberg Billionaires Index, Mukesh Ambani, the Chairman of Reliance Industries, has become 
the fourth wealthiest person in the world. 

 Reliance Industries, headed by the Indian Billionaire Mukesh Ambani, has jumped 10 places to break into the 
world’s top 100 companies on the Fortune Global 500 list.Reliance is ranked 96th in the 2020 ranking released 
by Fortune. 

 Bollywood actor Akshay Kumar, is the only Indian star to be listed among the top 10 world’s highest paid actors 

JOKTA ACADEMY JOKTA ACADEMY



JO
KTA ACADEMY

of 2020, released by Forbes magazine on 11 August 2020. 
 According to a new report published by Purely Diamonds, Delhi and Chennai are the cheapest cities in the 

country to rent a house.As per the report, Ho Chi Minh city has been found to be the cheapest in the world 
whereas New York has been found to be the most expensive city to rent, in the entire world. 

 According to Knight Frank report, Bengaluru and the national capital ranked 26th and 27th, respectively, globally 
in annual price appreciation of luxury residential properties. 

 Indore was adjudged India’s cleanest city for the fourth straight year in the central government’s cleanliness 
survey. 

 As many as 41 lakh youth in the country lost jobs due to the COVID-19 pandemic while construction and farm 
sector workers account for the majority of job losses, according to a joint report by the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) and the Asian Development Bank (ADB). 

 India ranks among the lowest in the world in terms of Internet quality, according to a global research released 
by online privacy solutions provider SurfShark. 

 Average income of MGNREGA workers doubled during coronavirus lockdown, as per the CRISIL report. 
 NITI Aayog in partnership with the Institute of Competitiveness has released the first edition of the Export 

Preparedness Index (EPI) 2020 on 26 August 2020. 
 Jeff Bezos, Amazon CEO on August 26, 2020, became the first person in the world to hit a net worth of $200 

million. 
 Just 24 per cent of Indian households have internet connections to access e-education, and there is a large rural- 

urban and gender divide that is likely to widen the learning gap across high, middle and low-income families, 
according to a new UNICEF report titled ‘The Remote Learning Reachability’. 

 Amul, Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF) has been ranked 16th in the Rabobank’s Global 
Top 20 Dairy Companies list. 

 The tourism global industry has been devastated by the coronavirus pandemic, with USD 320 billion lost in 
exports in the first five months of the year and more than 120 million jobs at risk, 

 With an average monthly wage of Rs 32,800 (USD 437), India has been ranked a lowly 72nd among 106 countries 
in terms of the average wage per month, while Switzerland topped the chart, according to a global ranking of 
average wages prepared by Picodi.com, an international e-commerce platform which provides discount 
coupons. 

                                                           Summits & Conferences 

 
 The National Digital Conference on ‘Easing Doing Business for Atmanirbhar Bharat’ was organised by 

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) in partnership with the Department for Promotion of Investment and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT) on 30 July 2020. 

 The Union Minister of State for Culture & Tourism (Independent charge) Shri Prahlad Singh Patel has virtually 
inaugurated the world-class “Thenzawl Golf Resort” Project in Mizoram on 4 August 2020, for the development 
of Golf Tourism in the country and attract both International and domestic tourists. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the Conclave on Transformational Reforms in Higher Education under 
National Education Policy on 7 August through video-conferencing. 

 The India-Canada IC-IMPACTS Annual Research Conference was held on August 6-7, 2020 in order to discuss the 
ways for taking cooperation between the two countries to a new level. 

 

 The 4th Session of the BRICS Anti-Drug Working Group comprising of Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South 
Africa was held virtually. 

 The 13th Session of the India-UAE Joint Commission Meeting (JCM) on Trade, Economic and Technical 
Cooperation was held virtually on 17 August 2020 to further strengthen the bilateral ties between the two 
strategic partners. 

 5th World Conference of Speakers of Parliament (5WCSP) was held virtually. 
 Minister of State for External Affairs V. Muraleedharan co-chaired the first India-Uzbekistan National 

Coordination Committee meeting virtually with Uzbek Deputy Prime Minister for Investments and Foreign 
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Economic Relations Sardor Umurzakov. 
 The Ministry of External Affairs in partnership with the Foreign Ministry of Thailand has organized the 6th Round 

Table of ASEAN-India Network of Think Tanks (AINTT) held virtually. 
 The International Conference on Aerosol Air Quality, Climate Change and Impact on Water Resources and 

Livelihoods in the Greater Himalayas is set to be held from September 14 to 16. 
 Karnataka Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa addressed a virtual Indo-Japan business forum from Bengaluru today. 
 The 17th meeting of the India-Vietnam Joint Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific and Technological 

Cooperation was held virtually which was co-chaired by India’s External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam 
Jaishankar and his Vietnamese counterpart Pham Binh Minh. 

 The World Economic Forum (WEF) on Wednesday said that the 2021 summit at Davos, Switzerland will be 
postponed from January to "early next summer" due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

 India and China had a candid and in-depth exchange of views on the existing situation in the India-China border 
areas during the 18th meeting of the Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination (WMCC) on India- 
China Border Affairs last week. 

 The Industry Ministers of BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) countries held a meeting through 
video mode on 24 August 2020 to discuss ways to boost cooperation in areas including 5G and Artificial 
Intelligence. 

 The 14th India-Singapore Defence Policy Dialogue (DPD) was held virtually on 28 August 2020 to further boost 
the defence and security partnership between the two countries, with a special focus on the maritime sphere. 

 National Council for Promotion of Urdu Language (NCPUL) has organised the “World Urdu Conference” in New 
Delhi. 

 The 8th East Asia Summit (Economic Ministers’ Meeting) was held virtually on 28 August 2020, to strengthen the 
regional supply chains, become resilient during this challenging time of Covid-19 pandemic, and to spur 
economic growth 

                                                      Agreements & MoUs Signed 

 Telecom company Bharti Airtel announced a multi-year strategic collaboration with Amazon Web Services to 
offer a suite of cloud solutions to businesses in India. 

 

 The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Indo-
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) to supply mustard oil on 31st July 2020. The move is in line with 

 “Aatmanirbhar.” 
 The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) with a joint effort of the health ministry and the AIIMS is 

planning to set up the National Clinical Registry (NCR) which will help country’s researchers and policymakers 
understand the efficacy of investigational therapies, adverse effects taking place and generate evidence for 
improving the treatment of Covid-19 patients. 

 Department of Defence (DoD) Ministry of Defence (MoD), Department of Administrative Reforms & Public 
Grievances (DARPG), and Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur (IITK) signed a tripartite Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on 4th August 2020. 

 Telecom company Bharti Airtel announced a multi-year strategic collaboration with Amazon Web Services to 
offer a suite of cloud solutions to businesses in India. 

 The Maharashtra government has announced a partnership with Google for introducing digital education tools 
in schools across the state. 

 The Indian School of Business (ISB) and Andhra’s Economic Development Board (EDB) have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in a move to focus on growth monitoring and economic development in 
the state after the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The Andhra Pradesh government signed a pact with three FMCG companies — Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL), ITC 
and Procter and Gamble (P&G) — for marketing and technology support for economic empowerment of women 
under two new schemes to be launched soon. 

 Serum Institute of India, Pune, and United States-based Novavax have signed an agreement for the 
development and commercialization of Novavax COVID-19 vaccine candidates in India and other low and 
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middle- income countries. 
 The Serum Institute of India (SII) has entered into a partnership with Gavi, The Vaccine Alliance and the Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation to accelerate the manufacture and delivery of COVID vaccine for India and the middle 
and low-income countries. 

 Flipkart has signed an MoU with One District, One Product (ODOP) scheme of the Government of Uttar Pradesh. 
 An agreement was signed between CSIR (Council of Scientific & Industrial Research) and FSSAI (Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India) for collaborative research and information dissemination in the area of food and 
nutrition. 

 Researchers from the Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati, India, and Imperial College London, UK, have 
developed a tailored ‘meta-grid’ of nanoparticles that could make light-emitting diodes (LEDs) brighter, energy- 
efficient and durable. 

 The Bihar State Pollution Control Board has signed a ‘Memorandum of Agreement’ (MoA) with IIT Delhi to set up 
geographical information system (GIS) based platform to check air quality management in the state. 

 The Boston Group has signed an MoU with the Andhra Pradesh government to set up an IT company in 
Visakhapatnam. 

 India and Maldives signed a contract for development of five eco-tourism zones in Addu atoll of the island 
nation. 

 The Rajasthan government and the Small Industrial Development Bank of India (SIDBI) will soon ink an 
agreement to create newer avenues and growth opportunities for MSME units in the State. 

 The Bombay Stock Exchange has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Akola, Maharashtra-based 
bullion trade and industry associations, Akola Sarafa Association and Akola Sarafa Va Suvarnakar Yuva Sangh. 

 Private sector lender IndusInd Bank has acquired 7.82 percent stake in battery maker Eveready Industries by 
invoking pledged shares following loan default. 

 Bombay Stock Exchange, has entered into an agreement with i-Hub, an incubation set up started by the Gujarat 
Government, in order to encourage and support the startup companies in raising capital. 

 The search engine giant Google has joined hands with the Central Water Commission in order to make the flood 
forecasting in the country more advanced and more effective. 

 The National Stock Exchange (NSE) announced the launch of a digital learning platform for investor education. 
 The Delhi government, in a bid to enhance road safety in the national capital signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with Bloomberg Philanthropies, joining30 world cities in the initiative for global road 
safety. 

 Niti Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) in collaboration with IT industry body Nasscom launched an artificial 
intelligence-based module for school students to empower youngest minds and drive innovations in the country 
to the next level. 

 Indian Hotels Company Ltd (IHCL) has joined hands with Tata Power for supply of solar energy for its Mumbai 
hotels as part of strategy to focus on sustainable and cost-efficient business practices. 

 Bharti AXA Life Insurance has entered into bancassurance partnership with SBM Bank India for distribution of 
life insurance products through the latter’s network. 

 Muthoot Finance has tied up with Kotak Mahindra General Insurance to offer COVID-19 insurance cover of up to 
Rs 1 lakh against gold loan. 

 Andhra Pradesh government has announced teaming up with the National Payment Corporation of India (NPCI) 
and Canara Bank to empower over 15,000 village and ward secretariats with digital payments in the rural areas. 

 Edelweiss Tokio Life Insurance has partnered with Element AI, a global developer of artificial intelligence- 
powered (AI) solutions and products, to develop a strategic AI roadmap for the new-age insurer and prioritise 
investments. 

 All India Football Federation (AIFF) has signed a two-year Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the 
International Professional Scouting Organisation (IPSO) to deliver a number of courses and webinars with 
regards to scouting in India. 

 India and Israel signed a cultural agreement that outlines a three-year programme of cooperation to further 
strengthen their strategic bilateral relations today. It aims to promote greater people-to-people exchanges. 

 The Union Minister of State for Tourism (IC), Shri Prahlad Singh Patel, a formal Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) was virtually signed today by the Travel Agents Association of India (TAAI) and FICCI Ladies Organisation 
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(FLO) with the Ministry of Tourism for women empowerment. 
 The Government of Uttar Pradesh has signed a ‘plan of cooperation’ with the Government of Israel for the 

management of water resources in Bundelkhand region of the state, which faces potable water shortage in 
summers. 

 The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Roorkee has inked a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the 
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) to carry out activities in the field of standardisation and conformity assessment. 

 Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog and Business Sweden on behalf of India Sweden Healthcare 
Innovation Centre are collaborating to promote the disruptive potential of Indian entrepreneurs, and boost the 
vibrant start-up ecosystem across the country. 

 A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been signed by the Indian Institute of Management Kozhikode 
(IIM-K) with the Switzerland-based HELP Logistics. 

 Reliance Retail Ventures Ltd (RRVL), the subsidiary company of Mukesh Ambani owned Reliance Industries 
Limited (RIL) has acquired a majority equity stake in online pharmacy Vitalic Health Pvt Ltd and its subsidiaries 
(commonly known as Netmeds) for a cash consideration of around Rs 620 crore ($83.08 million). 

 Walmart-owned Flipkart said it has entered into a strategic partnership with Nepal’s Sastodeal, a move that will 
help lakhs of Flipkart sellers get access to the neighbouring country’s e-commerce market. 

 The Karnataka Vikas Grameen Bank (KVGB) and SBI General Insurance Co Ltd have signed an MoU to sell general 
insurance products through the branches of KVGB. 

 Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) has signed a loan agreement (with Government of India, the 
Government of Maharashtra and Mumbai Railway Vikas Corporation) for a $500 million Mumbai Urban 
Transport Project-III. 

 Private lender, RBL Bank has selected Accenture to enhance it’s IT systems and processes to support its objective 
of becoming a truly digital bank. 

 TVS Automobile Solutions Ltd, part of the USD 8.5 billion TVS Group has selected Google Cloud as its technology 
partner to build its digital transformation strategy 

 Chamber of Marathwada Industries and Agriculture (CMIA) partnered with United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) on 24 August to set up help desk for MSMEs amid Covid-19. 

 Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA), under the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, has signed Memorandum of understanding (MoUs) with AFC India Limited, and 
National Cooperative Union of India (NCUI), Delhi. 

 IT major Tech Mahindra announced collaboration with NITI Aayog to empower women entrepreneurs in the 
country. 

 The National e-Governance Division (NeGD), Ministry of Electronics & IT (MeitY) has partnered with CSC 
(Common Service Center) e Governance Services India Limited. 

 The Power Grid Corporation (POWERGRID), an enterprise under the government of India signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with TATA Memorial Centre (TMC) – Advanced Centre for Treatment Research & 
Education in Cancer (ACTREC), 

 Greenko Energies Private Limited, hyderabad based energy solution provider entered into a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with with NTPC Vidyut Vyapar Nigam (NVVN), 

 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Veer Surendra 
Sai University of Technology (VSSUT), Burla, Odisha 

 A memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed between the Haryana employment department and M3M 
Foundation to facilitate students for online preparation for government jobs. 

 With the objective to achieve the mission of Atma Nirbhar Bharat, the Indian Institute of Technology’s (IITs) 
Alumni Council has signed an agreement with Russian state-owned companies, Lomonosov Moscow State 
University and Russoft, to build the world’s largest and fastest hybrid quantum computer in India. 

 HDFC Bank has announced a strategic partnership with Adobe to enhance the Digital Experiences of its 
Customers. 

 Ericsson partnered with United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to map internet connectivity landscape for 
schools in 35 countries by the end of 2023 to provide digital learning access to the children. 

 Energy solutions provider Greenko Energies has entered into an agreement with NTPC Vidyut Vyapar Nigam to 
explore energy storage and renewable energy power supply solutions. 

JOKTA ACADEMY JOKTA ACADEMY



JO
KTA ACADEMY

 Innoviti announced that it had entered a partnership with Visa, the leader in payments technology to develop a 
platform that will enable issuers to extend credit to their cardholders at face-to-face point-of-sale (In India). 

 Mahindra & Mahindra (M&M) has inked a pact with Tel Aviv-based REE Automotive to explore production of 
electric commercial vehicles for global markets. 

 Fair trade regulator Competition Commission of India (CCI) said it approved the proposed acquisition of C&S 
Electric by Siemens. 

 The Centre will sell up to 15% stake in state-owned defence unit Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) which will help 
it mop up about Rs 5,000 crore. 

 Reliance Retail Ventures Limited (RRVL), subsidiary of Reliance Industries Limited will buy Kishore Biyani’s Future 
retail for Rs 24,713 crore. 

 ITC on Friday said it is considering merger of its three wholly-owned subsidiaries - Sunrise Foods, Hobbits 
International Foods and Sunrise Sheetgrah - with itself. 

                                                                    

                                                                Committees 

 The Government has constituted a National Expert Group on Vaccine Administration for COVID-19, to oversee 
all the aspects of its COVID-19 vaccination plan, including the identification of the effective vaccine, buying and 
financing of the purchase, as well as its distribution and administration.The expert committee has been formed 
under the Chairmanship of by Dr V K Paul, Member Niti Aayog. 

 Central Government has formed a search-cum-selection committee to name the new three government 
nominees on the all-important Monetary Policy Committee (MPC). The committee will be headed by Cabinet 
secretary Rajiv Gauba. 

 Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau has ordered probe into the Air India Express aircraft crash at Kozhikode 
airport. 

 Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha has announced the constitution of a committee to work 
out modalities for the economic revival of the union territory. 

 The International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) has constituted a seven-member committee of 
industry experts to suggest ways suggest plans to develop international retail business at the International 
Financial Services Centre (IFSC). 

 The Reserve Bank of India has announced the constitution of an Expert Committee to make recommendations 
on the required financial parameters to be factored in the Resolution Framework for Covid19-related Stress’. 
The committee will be headed by Shri K.V. Kamath. (President of New Development Bank) 

 Dr G. Satheesh Reddy, the Chairman of Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has 
constituted the five-member expert committee to redefine the role of the DRDO for the current and futuristic 
defence and battlefield scenarios. 

                                                          

                                                              Days & Themes 

Day Celebrated as Aim/ Theme 
August 1 Muslim Women’s Rights Day  
August 1 World Lung Cancer Day To raise awareness about the 

causes and treatment of lung 
cancer and highlight the issues of 
lack of sufficient research funding 
for the 
ailment. 
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August 3 World Sanskrit Day, (also known as 
Sanskrit Diwas) 

The day commemorates the 
ancient Indian language of 
Sanskrit and aims to promote its 
revival and 
maintenance. 

August 1-7 World Breastfeeding Week The theme of World Breastfeeding 
Week 2020 is “Support 
breastfeeding 
for a healthier planet”. 

August 6 Hiroshima Day (Anti-Nuclear 
Day/ Nagasaki Day) 

The Day is observed to 
advocate, pray and work for a 
ban on all nuclear weapons and 
an end to war and violence 
through anti-war and anti-
nuclear discussions and 
demonstrations around the world. 

August 7 National Handloom Day This day is celebrated to honour the 
handloom weavers in the country 
and 
also highlight the handloom 
industry. 

August 8 Quit India Day (or August Kranti 
Day) 

 

August 9 International Day of the 
World’s Indigenous Peoples 

The theme of 2020 International 
Day of the World's Indigenous 
Peoples "COVID-19 and 
indigenous peoples’ 
resilience". 

August 9 World Tribal Day 2020 Theme: COVID-19 and 
indigenous people resilience. 

August 10 International Biofuel Day 
(World Biofuel Day) 

The theme for 2020 World 
Biofuel Day is ‘Biofuels Towards 
Atmanirbhar Bharat’ 

August 10 World Lion Day  
August 12 World Elephant Day The main objective of World 

Elephant Day is to create 
awareness on elephant 
conservation, and to share 
knowledge and positive solutions 
for the better protection and 
management of wild and captive 
elephants. 

August 12 International Youth Day (IYD) 2020 Theme: Youth Engagement 
for 
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Global Action 
August 13 International Left Handers Day  
August 13 World Organ Donation Day  
August 19 World Humanitarian Day (WHD) The theme for 2020 WHD is 

#RealLifeHeroes. 
August 19 World Photography Day To promote photography as a 

hobby and also inspire 
photographers around the globe to 
share a single 
photo with the rest of the world. 

August 20 World Mosquito Day To raise awareness about the 
causes 
of malaria and how it can be 
prevented. 

August 20 Indian Akshay Urja Day or 
Renewable Energy Day 

 

August 20 Sadbhavana Diwas or Harmony 
Day. 

Every year this day is celebrated 
in the memory of the late Rajiv 
Gandhi who was the youngest 
Prime Minister 
of India at the age of 40 years. 

August 21 World Senior Citizen Day To raise awareness about issues 
affecting older people, such as 
deterioration with age and the 
abuse of the elderly and support, 
honor and show appreciation to 
seniors and to 
recognize their achievements. 

August 21 International Day of Remembrance 
and Tribute to the Victims of 
Terrorism 

 

August 23 International Day for the 
Remembrance of the Slave Trade 
and its Abolition 

The theme is ‘Confronting 
Slavery’s Legacy of Racism 
Together’ 

August 24-28 World Water Week The theme for World Water Week 
2020 at Home is ‘Water and 
Climate 
change: Accelerating Action’. 

August 26 Women’s Equality Day Women’s Equality Day is now 
often observed across the world 
to encourage and spread 
awareness 
about women’s empowerment. 
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August 29 International Day against Nuclear 
Tests 

The day aims to increase 
awareness about the effects of 
nuclear weapon test explosions or 
any other nuclear explosions and 
the need for their cessation as one 
of the means of achieving the goal 
of a nuclear- 
weapon-free world 

August 29 National Sports Day, (Rashtriya 
Khel Divas) 

To mark the birth anniversary of 
hockey legend Major Dhyan 
Chand, who is regarded as 
nation’s greatest hockey player of 
all time. 

August 30 International Day of the Victims 
of Enforced Disappearances 

To draw attention towards increase 
in enforced or involuntary 
disappearances of individuals in 
various regions of the world, 
including arrest, detention and 
abduction unknown to their 
relatives 
and/or legal representatives 

 
                                                                   Appointments 

Name Appointed as Other Info 
Sashidhar Jagdishan Chief executive officer of HDFC 

Bank 
He will take over from 
Aditya Puri 

Urjit Patel Additional and independent director 
of Great Eastern Shipping Company 
Ltd 

 

Mr. Jaideep Bhatnagar Director General, News Services 
Division of All India Radio 

He replaces Ms. Ira Joshi 

Ashwini Kumar Tewari Managing Director (MD) and Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of SBI 
Cards & Payment Services (SBI 
Card) 

Tewari has replaced 
Hardayal Prasad 

Manoj Sinha Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and 
Kashmir 

 

Girish Chandra Murmu Comptroller and Auditor General 
(CAG) of India 

He will replace Rajiv 
Mehrishi 

Pradeep Kumar Joshi Chairman of the Union Public 
Service Commission (UPSC) 

He succeeds Arvind 
Saxena 
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P S Ranipse Inspector General (IG), in Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF). 

 

Navin Agarwal MD and CEO of Motilal Oswal Asset 
Management Company 

 

S.N.Rajeswari Managing Director of Oriental 
Insurance Company Ltd 

 

Hardayal Prasad MD & CEO of PNB Housing 
Finance 

Prasad will take over from 
Neeraj Vyas. 

Harsh Kumar Bhanwala Executive chairman of the Capital 
India Finance Limited. 

Prior to this, Bhanwala 
was chairman of National 
Bank for Agriculture and 
Rural Development 
(NABARD) 
for over six years. 

Kamala Devi Harris Vice-Presidential candidate in the US 
Presidential Elections 

 

Soma Mondal Chairman of Steel Authority of India 
Limited (SAIL). 

Succeeds Anil Chaudhary 

Subhash Sheoratan Mundra Non-executive chairman of 
Indiabulls Housing Finance (IBH) 

 

Dinesh K Tripathi Director General Naval Operations 
(DGNO). 

 

Kaushik Khona Chief executive officer (CEO) of Go 
Air 

Khona will replace, 
industry veteran Vinay 
Dube who took charge as 
CEO in 
February. 

Rakesh Asthana Director-general of the Border 
Security Force (BSF). 

 

Ashwini Kumar Shukla Chief Risk Officer of Central bank of 
India 

 

G P Garg Executive director (ED) of Securities 
and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) 

 

Prashant Joshi Managing Director and Head of 
National Distribution of DBS Bank 

 

Rajiv Kumar Election Commissioner Replacing Ashok Lavasa 
Ashwani Bhatia MD of State Bank of India  
Dinesh Kumar Khara SBI chairman Khara will replace SBI 

Chairman Rajnish Kumar 
Usha Padhee first woman DG of Bureau of Civil 

Aviation Security 
 

Dr Akinwumi A. Adesina President of the African 
Development Bank Group 
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                                                             Awards and Honours 

 
Name Awarded as 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs SKOCH Gold Award for its “Empowerment of 

Tribals through IT enabled Scholarship 
Schemes” 

Defence Institute of Advanced Technology, DIAT 1st prize in Smart India Hackathon, SIH, 2020 
Indian Express Journalist Dipankar Ghose and website 
PARI 

2020 Prem Bhatia journalism awards 

IIT Kharagpur ‘Gandhian Young Technological Innovation 
Awards 2020’ 

Soumya Swaminathan- Chief Scientist of World Health 
Organisation 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister’s special award 

Tirunagari Ramanujam Dasaradhi Award for 2020 
Ravi Solanki UK’s Royal Academy of Engineering 

President’s 
Special Awards for Pandemic Service. 

Abhijit Paul first prize in Online Patriotic Short Film Contest 
Anand Mahindra and Shantanu Narayen 2020 Leadership Awards in recognition of their 

exemplary vision towards promoting US-
India bilateral ties 

Reshma Mohandas Tomyas Award 
Government of India Navratna, NLC India Limited 
(NLCIL) 

“Swachhta Hi Seva award” for transforming 
Neyveli Township 

Neelakanta Bhanu Prakash World’s fastest human calculator 
Marieke Lucas Rijneveld International Booker prize 
Ms. Sudha Painuli National Award to Teachers 2020. 
Punjab University Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy for 

the year 2019. 
 

                                                                       Obituary 

Name Field Place 
Sanjay Gupta Sitting judge of the Jammu and 

Kashmir High Court 
 

Shaankar Sen Businessman  
Raavi Kondal Rao Actor, writer, director and producer Andhra Pradesh 
Kansai Yamamoto Japanese fashion designer Japan 
Anil Murali Malayalam actor Kerala 
Lee Teng-hui Former Taiwanese President Taiwan 
Ram Pradhan Former Union Home Secretary  
Kamal Rani Varun Politician Uttar Pradesh 
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Mathew McConaughey Actor United States 
Amar Singh Politician Uttar Pradesh 
Pydikondala Manikyala Rao Former Andhra Pradesh Minister Andhra Pradesh 
Shivajirao Patil Nilangekar Former Maharashtra Chief Minister Maharashtra 
Sameer Sharma Television actor Delhi 
Shyamal Chakraborty senior CPI(M) leader and former 

West Bengal transport minister 
West Bengal 

Shirley Ann Grau Novelist United States 
Hasmukhbhai Joshi Former Saurashtra coach and 

manager 
Gujarat 

Nandi Yellaiah Politician Telangana 
Doris Buffett Warren Buffet’s philanthropist 

sister 
United States 

Manitombi Singh Former India footballer Manipur 
James Harris Legendry American WWE player United States 
Rahat Indori Urdu poet Madhya Pradesh 
PK Muthusamy Veteran Tamil film songwriter Tamil Nadu 
Gopal Krishna Menon sports journalist  
Simar Dugal Famous Model and Fashion 

Designer 
New Delhi 

Rajiv Tyagi Politician Uttar Pradesh 
Chunakkara Ramankutty poet-lyricist Kerala 
Chetan Chauhan Former Indian cricketer and Uttar 

Pradesh minister 
Uttar Pradesh 

Pandit Jasraj classical vocalist Haryana 
Nishikant Kamat Director-actor Maharashtra 
Dr B Siva Kumar Carnatic musician and renowned 

veena vidwan 
 

Yadupati Singhania Uttar Pradesh Cricket Association 
(UPCA) president 

 

Russell A. Kirsch Computer scientist United States 
Angela Buxton British tennis player United Kingdom 
Konrad Steffen U.S.-Swiss climate scientist and 

glaciologist 
United States 

Bhaskar Maity Former India goalkeeper West Bengal 
Gopalaswamy Iyenger 
Kasturirangan 

Former Cricketer, Administrator 
and 
Pitch Curator 

Tamil Nadu 

Janmejai Singh Politician Uttar Pradesh 
A Rahman Khan Former Tamil Nadu cabinet 

minister 
and senior DMK leader 

Idukki, Kerala 

Pascal Lissouba Former President of the Republic of 
Congo 

Republic of Congo 

A Bhaskar Raj Malayalam filmmaker Kerala 
Jagdish Chaudhary Dom Raja of Kashi  
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Gail Sheehy Writer-journalist  
Sangeeta Srivastava Television actress  
Arnold Meyer Spielberg Computer Pioneer  
Gail Sheehy journalist  
Archana Mahanta singer  
H.Vasantha Kumar Lok Sabha member Tamilnadu 
Purshottam Rai athletics coach  
AR Lakshmanan Former judge of the Supreme Court 

Justice 
 

Joe Ruby co-creator of the cartoon series 
Scooby-Doo 

United States 

Chadwick Boseman American actor United States 
                                                         

                                                           States Miscellaneous 

 The State Government of Karnataka launched India’s first mobile RT-PCR lab in Bengaluru. The lab was 
developed by Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru. 

 The “Thenzawl Golf Resort” Project has been virtually inaugurated by the Union Minister of State for Culture & 
Tourism (I/C) Shri Prahlad Singh Patel at Thenzawl & South Zote, District Serchhip and Reiek, Mizoram. 

 Goa Skill Development Minister Vishwajit P Rane on Monday announced the launch of online ITI admission 
process and student data management system. 

 Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik has launched ‘Odisha Agni-Shama Seva’ online portal. 
 Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy on the eve of Raksha Bandhan launched ‘E-Raksha 

Bandhan’, an online training programme on cybersecurity. 
 Rajasthan’s Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot recently directed his officials to commence Indira Rasoi Yojana from 

20Th August 2020. 
 Uttarakhand will soon have a snow leopard conservation centre. 
 In Manipur, government signed an Agreement with nine hospitals based in the State with an aim to implement 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (Aayushman Bharat) and Chief Minister’s Health Scheme (known as Chief 
Ministergi Hakshel gi Tengbang) fully. 

 The Madhya Pradesh Government has organised a public awareness campaign called ‘Ek Mask-Anek Zindagi’ 
(One Mask-Many Lives) to be conducted from August 1 till August 15. 

 The State Government of Karnataka launched India’s first mobile RT-PCR lab in Bengaluru. The lab was 
developed by Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru. 

 The “Thenzawl Golf Resort” Project has been virtually inaugurated by the Union Minister of State for Culture & 
Tourism (I/C) Shri Prahlad Singh Patel at Thenzawl & South Zote, District Serchhip and Reiek, Mizoram. 

 Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister Dr. C N Ashwathnarayan has launched eight new products that will help 
mitigate Covid 19 pandemic. 

 Himachal Government has decided to start a program in lines with Mann ki Baat for the people of the state. 
 West Bengal has planned to provide 100 per cent tap connections to all the households in the State by 2024 

under Jal Jeevan Mission. 
 Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel launched a social security scheme for tendu leaves collectors in the 

state, which will benefit over 12 lakh families, mostly tribals and forest dwellers engaged in its collection. 
 Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar launched” Parivar Pehchan Patras” to enable the citizens to get the 

benefits of various central and state government schemes. 
 The Telangana government has rolled out mobile covid-19 testing centers in containment zones and low income 

group residential areas across the state. 
 The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), along with the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank, is 

in discussion with the Indian government for part-financing a $8-billion scheme for improving the health 

JOKTA ACADEMY JOKTA ACADEMY



JO
KTA ACADEMY

infrastructure at the district level to make the country better prepared for future healthcare challenges. 
 In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, 23 Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs) would be set-up in an effort to 

augment the school education infrastructure. 
 The Andhra Pradesh government is all set to launch ‘YSR Cheyutha’ on August 12, 2020, to benefit the rural 

economy of the state amid hardships resulting due to Coronavirus pandemic. 
 Gujarat Industrial Policy 2020 has been unveiled by the state that aims to provide an estimated Rs 40000 crores 

as subsidies to the industries within the next five years. 
 Delhi government has launched a new electric vehicle policy that aims to boost the economy, creating jobs and 

reduce air pollution in the national capital. 
 Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) will open the Silk Training cum Production Center in the tribal 

village of Chullyu in Arunachal Pradesh. 
 Telangana Cabinet has sanctioned approval for the Growth in Dispersion (GRID) Policy to give incentives to IT 

companies that will set up their units. 
 Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun Munda flagged off “Medicine Van” for flood victims of Bihar. 
 The Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel launched” Indira Van Mitan Yojana” on 9 August 2020, on the 

occasion of the World Tribal Day, to bring prosperity to forest dwellers (especially tribal) by opening up self- 
employment opportunities. 

 The Andhra Pradesh government has announced its new industrial policy that has a focus on the MSME sector. 
 The Rajasthan government has announced that it is going to provide free food grains to the beneficiaries under 

the National Food Security Mission till November 2020. 
 Chhattisgarh’s Jagdalpur has become the first municipal corporation of the country, where people of urban area 

have been provided forest land right certificates. 
 Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar launched the anti-bullying campaign of Faridabad police by unveiling its 

Instagram, Facebook and Twitter pages to flag the problem of bullying at home, in neighbourhood, schools, 
colleges and workplace. 

 The Gujarat government has launched the ‘Mukhya Mantri Kisan Sahay Yojana’ as a temporary replacement of 
the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana for a year. 

 The Punjab government has decided to start distribution of smartphones to students free of cost, on August 12. 
 Haryana’s Health Minister Anil Vij said the government will soon launch a sero survey in the state to gauge the 

penetration of COVID-19 in the population and monitor its transmission trend. 
 In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, a massive online Integrated Multidisciplinary Professional 

Advancement Course for Teachers (IMPACT) training programme commenced in Srinagar under Samagra 
Shiksha. 

 In Manipur, the Patriots' Day is being observed today commemorating the 1891 Anglo-Manipuri war during 
which many Manipuris sacrificed their lives to safeguard the independence of the State. 

 Assam State Government launched "Orunodoi scheme", a mega scheme for women's financial empowerment. 
Under the mega scheme, a district-wise selection of beneficiaries will begin from August 17. 

 Goa’s traditional festive sweet dish ‘Khaje’, spicy Harmal Chilli and Myndoli Banana (Moira Banana) has obtained 
Geographical Indication (GI) tag from the Geographical Indications Registry. 

 Himachal Pradesh state government launched Nutritional Immunity Boosting ‘Him Haldi Dudh(Turmeric Latte)’ 
manufactured by MILKFED. 

 Leading helmet manufacturing company Studds Accessories said it has commissioned two new facilities at 
Faridabad in Haryana entailing a total investment of Rs 200 crore. 

 Union Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers Shri DV Sadananda Gowda has announced the establishment of a 
Price Monitoring and Resource Unit (PMRU) in Karnataka. 

 Odisha has topped in the implementation of the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 
(AMRUT) scheme. 

 The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority, in collaboration with the Karnataka State Drug Control 
Department, has launched the Price Monitoring and Resource Unit in the state. 

 The north-eastern states of the country, Nagaland and Manipur observed the 74th Naga Independence Day on 
August 14, as per their custom and historical significance. 

 In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Directorate of Social Welfare launched 'Nasha-Mukt Bharat'- Drug 
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free India campaign of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of India today with an aim to curb 
the menace of Drug Addiction in the society. 

 The Union Territory of Puducherry celebrated its 59th anniversary of the “De-Jure”day on 16th August. 
 Gujarat high court has launched e-filing of cases and an online facility to check the status of cases. 
 Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu has launched Arunachal Pradesh Entrepreneurship 

Development Programme to support and encourage local youths to become job creators than job seekers. 
 The Government of India has started the work on the first-of-its-kind Katra (Jammu and Kashmir) – Delhi Express 

Road Corridor project. 
 The West Bengal government has launched a new scheme known as ‘Karma Sathi Prakalpa’ under which one 

lakh unemployed youth of the state would be provided soft loans and subsidies to make them self-reliant. 
 The Telangana government launched the Artificial intelligence for Agricultural Innovation (AI4AI) programme to 

boost agricultural developments. 
 The Goa government has signed a tri-partite agreement to carry out world-class German dual vocational 

education and training in the Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) of the state. 
 The Union Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas and Steel Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has informed that 

Odisha will become the epicenter of India’s overall steel industry, to accelerate the development of the 
domestic steel sector of the country. 

 The Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh Bhupesh Baghel has announced the launch of the Padhai Tuhar Para Scheme 
(Education up to your locality), a new scheme on 15th August, Independence Day. 

 Union Minister Nitin Gadkari laid the foundation stones of Rs 3,000-crore highway projects in Manipur and said 
the government will soon take up additional projects worth Rs 16,023 crore in the state. 

 The Punjab Government announced that the state achieved first rank in operationalisation of Health and 
Welfare Centres (HWCs) as per the latest rankings released by the Centre. 

 On the occasion of the 74th Independence Day, Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K. Sangma said that a “Task 
Force” on the economy has been formed to suggest reforms for rejuvenating the economy in the short, medium 
and long-term. 

 The West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee launched COVID Patient Management System. 
 The Union Home Ministry has approved the renaming of Manduadih railway station in Uttar Pradesh as 

‘Banaras’. 
 Bangladesh Navy Ship BNS Sangram, a guided missile stealth corvette, made a port call at Mormugao Port, Goa. 
 Quality Control Lab has been set up by the Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA) in 

Porbandar, Gujarat. 
 Ladakh Lieutenant Governor R. K. Mathur inaugurated a 60- metre span double lane motorable bridge over river 

Indus at Choglamsar. 
 Uttar Pradesh state government has announced Electronic Manufacturing Policy 2020 in order to invite 

investment of Rs. 40,000 crores in the next five years as well as to generate four lakh direct employment in the 
state. 

 All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA) signed a Memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Delhi Police to extend 
the Ayurveda Preventive and Promotive health services in the residential colonies of Delhi Police. 

 Madhya Pradesh has emerged as the leading state in the implementation of Pradhan Mantri Street Vendors 
Atma- Nirbhar Scheme-PM Swa-Nidhi. 

 Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot on August 20, 2020, launched the ‘Indira Rasoi Yojana’ in order to provide 
quality nutritious food to poor people at just Rs. 8. 

 The state government has decided to distribute ration at minimum price to the non-ration holders in the state 
from September 1 amid the pandemic. 

 Madhya Pradesh Chief minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan announced that the state will offer government jobs to 
youths on the basis of their score in the Common Eligibility Test (CET) conducted by the proposed National 
Recruitment Agency (NRA). 

 The Chhatarpur Police of Madhya Pradesh has been running a campaign “Ek Sankalp-Bujurgo ke naam” in the 
midst of corona infection in the state. 

 In Madhya Pradesh, the Chhatarpur Police has launched a unique campaign named ‘Ek Sankalp – Bujurgo ke 
naam’ (‘a commitment for elders’), to take care of the elderly and helpless people, from the food to their health, 
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in the midst of deadly corona infection. 
 Assam government will launch India’s longest ropeway over Brahmaputra river on August 24, 2020. 
 To give a boost to the Aatma Nirbhar Bharat Mission, a handicraft production centre is inaugurated in Guwahati 

today by Assam Apex Weavers and Artisans Cooperative Federation Limited- ARTFED. 
 Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari will inaugurate and lay the foundation stones for 45 

Highway projects in Madhya Pradesh. 
 Baggage Sanitization & Wrapping machine has been launched by the Ahmedabad Railway Division at 

Ahmedabad Railway Station, Gujarat. 
 WWF-India Kerala State Office is joining hands with the Society for Odonate Studies (SOS) and Thumbipuranam 

for the first-ever state “Dragonfly Festival” in Kerala, christened ‘Thumbimahotsavam 2020’. 
 Uttar Pradesh government has ordered complete ban on organising any cultural and religious meeting in the 

state till 30th September. 
 Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani inaugurated FABEXA 2020- India’s First and Longest Virtual Exhibition 

organized by one of the oldest cloth markets in the country, Maskati Mahajan. 
 Women of Tamil Nadu have topped the list of women borrowers under the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana 

(PMMY) since its inception. 
 In Madhya Pradesh, Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan announced Rs. One crore financial assistance to the 

family of martyred Army soldier Manish Carpenter. 
 In Meghalaya, Education Minister Lahkmen Rymbui said that the State Government has constituted a task force 

to study in detail the National Education Policy which was recently adopted by the Centre. 
 Manipur State Health and Family Welfare Minister L. Jayantakumar Singh launched Teleconsultation using 

eSanjeevaniOPD platform in Imphal. 
 Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister Dr. C N Ashwathnarayan has announced opening of degree colleges from first 

of September. 
 Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik approved an assistance package of ₹200 crore to help families affected due to 

COVID-19. 
 The Assam Cabinet has approved the Assam Skill Development University Bill which provides for setting up of 

Skill University at Mangaldoi at the cost of 900 crore rupees. 
 Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has inaugurated 300-bed COVID Hospital in Gonda district. 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the launch of National Digital Health Mission (NDHM) during his 

Independence Day speech earlier this month. 
 In a bid to give a boost to the Aatma Nirbhar Bharat Mission, a handicraft production centre is inaugurated in 

Guwahati by Assam Apex Weavers and Artisans Cooperative Federation Limited- ARTFED. 
 Jammu and Kashmir’s agriculture department has created an e-auction portal to promote trading of GI-tagged 

‘Kashmir Saffron’. 
 Delhi Government launched the Fitness Campaign – “Healthy Body, Healthy Mind”, for the students who are 

confined in their homes because of the lockdown imposed on Schools and colleges due to COVID-19 pandemic. 
 The Delhi government has recently launched” Healthy Body, Healthy Mind” campaign for students. 
 The Chief Minister of Kerala, Shri Pinarayi Vijayan inaugurated the first ever marine ambulance named 

‘PRATHEEKSHA’ on 27 August 2020 via videoconferencing. 
 The State Government of Uttar Pradesh under Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has launched an ambitious ‘NRI 

unified portal’ to provide assistance to overseas Indians and NRIs of the state during any emergency. 
 In association with United Nations sustainable development goals (SDGs), Kerala will set up India’s first 

international women’s trade centre (WTC), at Angamaly (a city in Kochi, Kerala). 
 Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh has laid the foundation stones for 375 Surface Minor Irrigation Schemes, 

550 Ground Water Irrigation schemes and 151 infrastructure projects to be taken up in different districts 
through video conference in a mega function held at City Convention Centre. 

 The Government of Assam approved the ‘Assam Skill Development University Bill’, which provides for setting up 
of World Class Skill University at Mangaldoi, Darrang District at a cost of 900 crore rupees. 

 The Assam Cabinet has approved the Assam Skill Development University Bill which allows for setting up a state-
of-the-art skill University at Mangaldoi in Darrang district of Assam. 

 To extend a big help to the doctors, attending the infected patients, a scientist at Tripura University has 
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designed a robot which can prevent the doctors, nurses and health staff from getting infected while they come 
in contact with patients infected with the virus. The robot is named as Covid-19 WARBOT. 

 Fifty first International Film Festival of India IFFI will be held in Goa, from November 20th to 28th.
 Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has announced free travel arrangements for students

appearing in the NEET and JEE examinations.
 In Maharashtra, Union Minister for Road Transport, Highways and MSMEs Nitin Gadkari laid the foundation

stone and inaugurated National highway projects worth Rs. 777 Cr. in Gadchiroli district.
 Uttar Pradesh (UP) Deputy Chief Minister Keshav Prasad Maurya launched ‘Major Dhyan Chand Vijaypath

Yojana’ scheme under which 19 International Players will get road connectivity to their homes.

. 
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