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1. POLITY AND GOVERNANCE

NGO under RTI Act: 

Why in news? 

As per the judgment of supreme court, Non-Government 0rganisations (NGOs) that are “substantially 

financed, directly or indirectly”, by government funds will fall within the ambit of “public authority” 

under the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005. 

Public authority under RTI:Section 2(h) of the RTI Act states that “public authority” means any authority 

or body or institution of self-government established or constituted: 

 By or under the Constitution

 By any other law made by Parliament;

 By any other law made by state legislature;

 By notification issued or order made by the appropriate Government, and includes any

 Body owned, controlled or substantially financed

 Non-Government organization substantially financed, directly or indirectly by funds provided by

the appropriate Government.

What is substantial financing? 

The RTI Act does not define substantial financing. 

 According to SC judgment, substantialmeans a large portion. It does not necessarily have to

mean a major portion or more than 50 per cent.

 Substantial financing can be both direct or indirect.

 For example if a land is given to any institution or organization at cheap price by the state, it

“would mean that it is substantially financed.

Significance of the Judgment: 

 NGOs will have to maintain records as provided under the Act, and every citizen will have the

right to get information from them.

 It will bring transparency in the conduct of NGOs

National E-Assessment Scheme: 

Why in news? 

Revenue Secretary Ajay Bhushan Pandey has launched the faceless assessment system in the Income 

Tax department 
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What is E-Assessment program? 

The e-Assessment Scheme introduces the concept of team-based assessment with dynamic jurisdiction 

which would bring about transparency, efficiency and standardisation of procedures by eliminating 

human interface between the taxpayer and the Income Tax department. 

Highlights of the scheme: 

 The system generated uses digital technology for risk management. Artificial Intelligence, 

Automated examination tools and machine learning are predominantly used in framing the 

system. 

 Online submissions will save time and effort involved in visiting tax offices for face-to-face 

proceedings. Faceless assessments will make the process objective and hassle-free 

 The nodal National e-Assessment Centre (NeAC) will be located in Delhi and headed by the 

Principal Chief Commissioner of Income Tax. The eight Regional e-Assessment Centres will be 

located in Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Ahmedabad, Pune, Bengaluru, and Hyderabad. 

 The chief commissioner of the Income Tax department will head the Center in New Delhi 

Access to Internet is a basic right 

Why in news? 

The Kerala High Court on Thursday held that the right to have access to the Internetis part of the 

fundamental right to education as well as the right to privacy under Article 21 of the Constitution. 

Highlights of the judgment 

 The court set aside Shirin’s expulsion and hostel rules which denied Internet access to women 

students at night. 

 The court held that “When the Human Rights Council of the United Nations has found that the 

right of access to Internet is a fundamental freedom and a tool to ensure right to education, a 

rule or instruction which impairs the said right of the students cannot be permitted to stand in 

the eye of Law. 

 The court observed that the action of the college authorities infringed the fundamental freedom 

as well as privacy and would adversely affect the  future and career of students who want to 

acquire knowledge and compete with their peers, such restriction could not be permitted to be 

enforced. 

How access to internet linked to various Rights and Development  of the Human: 

 Right to freedom of speech: Internet has become a powerful medium of expression. UN 

resolution says that the same rights people have offline must also be protected online. 
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 Right to development: The right to development is a right recognized by the UN General 

Assembly. Access to internet would further enhance the economic development 

opportunities. 

 Right to education:Internet provided an avenue for the students to accumulate knowledge. 

 Right to freedom of assembly: Internet has become a useful tool in the organization of 

protest movements and demonstrations. Internet and social media networks such as Twitter 

and Facebook had played a significant role to gather people online for political events such as 

the Arab Spring. 

 Access to Internet and Sustainable development Goals:This has been acknowledged in the 

Sustainable Development Goals. SDG 9 target significant increase in access to information and 

communications technology and strive to provide universal and affordable access to the 

Internet in least developed countries by 2020. 

REGIONAL BENCH OF SUPREME COURT 

Why in News? 

Vice President of India and Chairman of Rajya Sabha Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has suggested several 

reforms including bifurcation of the Supreme Court  and setting up of four Regional Benches of the Apex 

Court . 

Need for Regional Benches: 

 Inordinate delay in justice delivery in the country. 

 High pendency of cases, More than 65,000 cases are pending in the Supreme Court. 

 Currently, the Supreme Court sits at Delhi. So it becomes tough for  people of southern state to 

access supreme  court. 

 Setting up regional bench will reduce work load of Supreme Court. 

 It will make justice more accessible to people of all Regions. 

Constitutional obligation of state: 

Article 39-A directs the State to ensure that the operation of the legal system promotes justice on a 

basis of equal opportunity to ensure that opportunities for securing justice are not denied to any citizen 

by reason of economic or other disabilities. Thus, it is essential to ensure that the additional transaction 

cost of litigation for people of north-eastern states or southern states should be minimal. 

 MARITIME COMMUNICATION SERVICE 

Why in News? 

NELCO announced the launch of maritime communication services. Nelco is the first Indian company 

that will now provide quality broadband services to the maritime sector. 

Benefits of the MCS: 
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 It will enhance the operational efficiency of Energy, Cargo and Cruise vessels. 

 It will improve crew welfare as well as to enable customer services. 

Ministry of Communications has also notified the Flight and Maritime Connectivity (FMC) Rules, 2018 

FMC Rules 2018will enable Inflight and Maritime Telecom Connectivity (IFMC). 

Highlighs of IFMC: 

 It intends to open the airspace and territorial waters for telecommunication services for the 

general public. 

 It also envisages the creation of satellite gateway within India for providing telecom services in 

aircraft and ships through Indian licensed service providers. 

 Only the authorized IFMC service provider, can provide wireless voice or data or both types of 

services on ships within Indian territorial waters and on aircraft within or above India or Indian 

territorial waters. 

CHC Farm Machinery App 

It is a multilingual app through which farmers can select and order the required machinery at the rates 

feasible for them from the Custom hiring centers located in the radius of 50 Kms. 

Custom hiring centers: 

Custom Hiring Centers have been established under the various schemes like  

 Mission on Agricultural Mechanization 

 Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana 

 Crop Residue Management Schemes of DAC&FW under Union Ministry of Agriculture 

andFarmers welfare. 

To provide Agricultural Machinery on rental basis to the Farmers, especially small & marginal farmers 

who cannot afford to buy the high value machinery &equipments. 

Objective: 

 Farmers, especially small and marginal farmers, will have easy access to high value and technical 

agricultural equipments. 

 This will not only increase the income of the farmers, but it will also take mechanization to 

maximum farm holdings in a short time frame. 

Krishi Kisan App for Geo Tagging 

Why in news? 
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Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar launched ‘Krishi Kisan’ 

mobile app to help farmers take benefit of field demonstration of new farm technologies, seed hubs as 

well as weather advisories. 

Benefits of the app: 

 Any farmer with high quality of crops can utilise this platform to demonstrate best practices of 

cultivation to other farmers so that this will help other farmers also to adopt these methods. 

 The App will also help in geo-tagging and geo-fencing of crop and give weather forecast 

message to farmers. 

 It will provide farmers the information of best demonstration of high-yielding crops and seeds in 

their nearby vicinity. 

 The mobile app is free of cost and can be downloaded from Google Playstore. 

Shagun: Integrated Online Junction for School Education 

Why in news? 

The Ministry of Human Resource Development launched a web portal Shagun which is an integrated 

junction of various education portals. 

About the portal: 

It is an initiative to improve school education system by creating a junction for all online portals and 

websites relating to various activities of the Department of School Education and Literacy in the 

Government of India and all States and Union Territories. 

 The portal allows the parents to know all about the schools they are sending their children and 

provide feedback as well. 

 The portal seeks to provide a very robust feedback mechanism which will increase public 

participation and will ensure accountability and transparency. 

 The portal connects around 92 lakh teachers and 26 crore students. 

Objective of the web portal 

The Shagun portal has been launched by the government in a bid to enhance the accessibility of 

information relating to schools and to ensure a holistic approach to transform the education sector. 

NCRB REPORT 2019 

Why in news? 

National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), recently released crime data for 2017. 

Key Findings 
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Crime Registration and Rate: 

 

 In 2017, there was an increase of 3.6% in registration of cases over 2016. 

 Delhi witnessed the highest crime rate in the country with 1,050 Indian Penal Code (IPC) 

crime incidents per lakh of the city’s population. 

 This was over four times the national average of 238. 

Offences against the State: 

 Offences against the State and offences promoting enmity between different groups are 

construed as ‘Offences Against the State’. There is a 30% jump in cases recorded as 

“offences against the State. 

 The maximum number of such offences were reported from Haryana followed by UP. The 

act of damage to public property was the leading reason. 

 Maximum offences were committed by the Left Wing Extremist (LWE) operatives, followed 

by North East insurgents and Terrorists.  

Crime against women: 

 The crimes rose from 3,793 per million in 2016 to 3,886 per million in 2017. 

 Uttar Pradesh topped the list with 56,011 cases followed by Maharashtra.  

Cybercrime: 

 India recorded 21,796 cybercrimes in 2017, an increase of 77% from 2016. 

 Countrywide, 1.7 cybercrimes were committed per one lakh population in 2017. 

 New crime heads such as cyber blackmailing, cyber stalking, and dissemination of fake news 

were introduced in the 2017 NCRB report. 

Riots: 

 Out of the total 58,880 incidents of rioting reported, communal and sectarian riots 

accounted for 723 and 183 incidents respectively. 

 There were 805 riots due to caste conflict and 1909 riots due to political reasons. 

 Maximum incidents were reported from Bihar, followed by Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra. 

Crime Against SC/STs: 

 The incidents registered under the Scheduled Caste Prevention of Atrocities Act saw 

an increase from 5,082 incidents reported in 2016 to 5,775 in 2017. 

 Incidents of crime related to Scheduled Tribes dipped from 844 in 2016 to 720 in 2017. 
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National Crime Record Bureau 

 NCRB, headquartered in New Delhi, was set-up in 1986 under the Ministry of Home Affairs to 

function as a repository of information on crime and criminals so as to assist the investigators in 

linking crime to the perpetrators. 

 It was set up based on the recommendations of the National Police Commission (1977-1981) 

and the MHA’s Task Force (1985). 

 NCRB brings out the annual comprehensive statistics of crime across the country (‘Crime in 

India’ report). 

 

 Being published since 1953, the report serves as a crucial tool in understanding the law and 

order situation across the country. 

NITI Aayog India Innovation Index 2019 

In News  

  NITI Aayog with Institute for Competitiveness as the knowledge partner released the India 

Innovation Index (III) 2019. Karnataka is the most innovative major state in India.  

  Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Telangana, Haryana, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Gujarat, 

and Andhra Pradesh form the remaining top ten major states respectively.  

  Sikkim and Delhi take the top spots among the northeastern & hill states, and union 

territories/citystates/small states respectively.  

  Delhi, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, and Uttar Pradesh are the most efficient 

states in translating inputs into output.  

  The study examines the innovation ecosystem of Indian states and union territories.  

  The aim is to create a holistic tool which can be used by policymakers across the country to 

identify the challenges to be addressed and strengths to build on when designing the economic 

growth policies for their regions. 

Judgement on Ayodhya Dispute 

Why in News? 

The Supreme Court on November 9, 2019 pronounced its judgement on Ayodhya Ram Janma Bhoomi-

Babri Masjid land dispute case. The security arrangements were tightened across the country before the 

pronouncement of the verdict. Section 144 was imposed in UP, Delhi and other states. 

Background 

 The first known report of a mosque appears in a book Sahifa-I-Chihil Nasaih Bahadur Shahi, said 

to have been written by a daughter of the emperor Bahadur Shah I (1643–1712) and 

granddaughter of emperor Aurangzeb, in the early 18th century. It mentioned mosques having 
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been constructed after demolishing the "temples of the idolatrous Hindus situated 

at Mathura, Banaras and Awadh etc."  

 Hindus are said to have called these demolished temples in Awadh "Sita Rasoi" (Sita's kitchen) 

and "Hanuman's abode". While there was no mention of Babur in this account, the Ayodhya 

mosque had been juxtaposed with those built by Aurangzeb at Mathura and Banaras. 

 

 The Ayodhya dispute involving Hindus and Muslims dates back to 1800s. 

 It relates to differences over rights to worship in Chabutra, an uncovered open platform 

adjoining the Babri Masjid, in Ayodhya, UP. 

 The competing claims began with the surreptitious installation of Lord Ram‘s idol on the night of 

December 22/23, 1949 under the Ayodhya structure‘s central dome. 

 Suits were filed over the years by both sides. 

 From the 1980s, the Ayodhya dispute was used for political mobilisation by Hindu nationalist 

groups.  

 After a court ordered the reopening of the structure‘s doors in 1986, the Bharatiya Janata Party 

saw the scope for a national movement in it. 

 The VHP (Vishva Hindu Parishad) and Bajrang Dal launched a movement for the retrieval‘ of the 

site for the construction of a grand Ram Mandir. 

 With this, a dispute over title and the right of worship transformed into an uncompromising 

litigation based on faith.  

 The disputed structure was demolished in December 1992. 

 The matter was ultimately disposed of by the Allahabad High Court Bench in 2010. 

 The decision involved a three-way division of the disputed area among the deity, the Nirmohi 

Akhara and the Muslim side. 

 But, this satisfied no one and the matter went up to the Supreme Court.  

 [Nirmohi Akhara is a religious denomination established by Ramananda. It is one of the litigants 

in the Ayodhya case.] 

SC Verdict: 

 Supreme Court cleared way for the construction of Ram Temple in the disputed 5-acre land. The 

court said that the Hindu side established their arguments that they possessed the outer 

courtyard. The Muslim side failed to prove the possession. It directed the center to allot 5-acre 

land to the Sunni Waqf Board for the construction of a mosque. 

 The SC invoked Article 142 and directed that in the scheme to be framed Nirmohi Akhara, an 

order of ascetics, will also get representation. The court asked the Centre to grant 

representation in the trust to Nirmohi Akhara if deemed fit by the Government. 

 The verdict was pronounced by a 5 judge bench headed by the Chief Justice of India Ranjan 

Gogoi. The bench also comprised of justices Ashok Bhushan, S A Bobde, D Y Chandrachud and 

S Abdul Nazeer. In a verdict 5-0, all the justices stood unanimous. 

 What are the challenges to the final judgment? 
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 Notably, the case‘s emotive nature and its potential for dividing society prevented its early 

disposal. 

 The demolition was certainly a crime against the country‘s secular fabric and its constitutional 

ethos. 

 The alleged evidence of a Hindu structure beneath the mosque came up only in excavations 

made after the structure was destroyed. 

 Certainly, the evidence would not have been available to the court if the suits had been 

disposed of in earlier decades. 

 So, any decision made on such evidence might amount to the judicial system legitimising the 

demolition. 

Article 142 

 Article 142 is one such provision in our Constitution which empowers the Supreme Court to 

pass such "decree or order as may be necessary for doing complete justice between the 

parties".  

 Thus Article 142 supplements the powers already conferred upon the Supreme Court under 

the Constitution to guarantee that justice is done and in doing so the Court is not restrained by 

lack of jurisdiction or authority of law.Over the years the Supreme Court to meet the ends of 

justice has frequently relied upon Article 142. 

RIGHT TO BE FORGOTTEN 

Why in news? 

The European Union’s top court on 24th September, 2019, ruled that Google does not have to apply 

“Right to be forgotten law” globally. This means that the US based Tech giant has to remove data links 

to personal information only in its European version of search results and not elsewhere in the world. 

Background: 

 The case between France and Google to remove sensitive information available globally on the 

Google related to certain class of people was a test of whether individuals have the right to 

demand the removal of personal data from internet search results without stifling free speech 

and legitimate public interest. 

 The court in its judgment limited the reach of the online privacy law known as ‘right to be 

forgotten’, restricting people’s ability to control what information is available about them on the 

internet and stated that the balance between privacy and free speech must be taken into 

account while deciding if websites should be delisted over the internet. 

About Right to be Forgotten (RTF) 

 • It refers to the ability of individuals to limit, de-link, delete, or correct the disclosure of personal 

information on the internet that is misleading, embarrassing, irrelevant, or outdated. 
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Right to be Forgotten in Indian Context: 

there are no legal provisions related to it 

 Neither the Information Technology (IT) Act 2000, nor the IT Rules, 2011 deals with the right to 

be forgotten. 

 Only Section 27 of the draft Data Protection bill has listed out three scenarios in which an 

individual will have the right to restrict or prevent continuing disclosure of personal data, also 

known as the right to be forgotten. 

 This will be applicable if data disclosure is no longer necessary, or the consent to use data has 

been withdrawn, or if data is being used contrary to the provisions of the law. 

Judicial Stand:  

 There have been instances, where the High courts have upheld the right of an individual to be 

forgotten. 

 

 For instance, the Karnataka High Court upheld a woman’s right to be forgotten stating that the 

right is in line with the trend in the western countries. In the sensitive cases involving women in 

general and highly sensitive cases involving rape or affecting the modesty and reputation of the 

person concerned, it must be adhered to. 

 The Delhi High Court, in another case had asked from the Centre and Google whether the right 

to privacy included the right to delink from the Internet the irrelevant information. 

Way Forward: 

There must be comprehensive  law in India to deal with Specific data protection rights must include the 

provision of know what data is stored about you, the right to update or delete out-of-date information, 

and the right to delete your private information 

PRADHAN MANTRI KISAN MAAN DHAN YOJANA 

Why in News? 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched kisan Maan -Dhan Yojan For farmers on 12 September 2019 

from  Ranchi. 

Main Features of the scheme: 

The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maan-Dhan Yojana (PM-KMY) aims to secure the lives of 5 crore small and 

marginal farmers by providing them a minimum pension of ₹3000 per month, who attains the age of 60 

years. 
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Eligibility: All small and marginal farmers (who own cultivable land up to 2 hectares) as per the land 

records of the concerned State/UT and are between 18 and 40 years of age are eligible under this 

scheme.. 

Contributions: Under PM-KYM monthly contributions by a farmer can be made from the instalments 

of Pradhan Mantri-Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) or through Common Service Centres (CSCs). 

Common service centres: 

Common Services Centers (CSCs) are a strategic cornerstone of the Digital India programme. They 

are the access points for delivery of various electronic services to villages in India, thereby contributing 

to a digitally and financially inclusive society. 

The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019 

Why in News? 

• The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019 is based on the recommendations of the Group of 

Transport Ministers (GoM) of States constituted by the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways to 

address the issue of road safety and to improve the access of the citizens while dealing with 

transport departments. 

• The amendments in the Bill mainly focus on issues relating to improving road safety, citizens’ 

facilitation while dealing with the transport department, strengthening rural transport, last mile 

connectivity and public transport, automation and computerization and enabling online services. 

Key Features of the bill 

 Road safety: Bill proposes to increase penalties to act as a deterrent against traffic violations. 

 Compensation for road accident victims: Cashless treatment of road accident victims during the 

golden hour (first 1 hour after accident). The minimum compensation for death or grievous 

injury due to hit and run has been moved up substantially to ₹2 lakh and ₹50,000, respectively. 

 Road Safety Board: The Bill provides for a National Road Safety Board, to be created by the 

central government through a notification. The Board will advise the central and state 

governments on all aspects of road safety and traffic management. 

 Protection of Good Samaritan: To help road accident victims, Good Samaritan guidelines have 

been incorporated in the Bill. They will not be liable for any civil or criminal action for any injury 

to or death of an accident victim, caused due to their negligence in providing assistance to the 

victim. 

 Motor Vehicle Accident Fund: The Bill requires the central government to constitute a Motor 

Vehicle Accident Fund, to provide compulsory insurance cover to all road users in India. 

 Third-party insurance terms are friendlier with no cap on liability of insurers and quicker claims 

processing. 
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 To reduce scope for manipulation and corruption in transport departments, vehicle fitness 

tests will be automated and driving tests, computerised. Also, the driver training process for 

commercial driving will be strengthened and more training schools set up. 

 Recall of vehicles: The Bill allows the central government to order for recall of motor vehicles if 

a defect in the vehicle may cause damage to the environment, or the driver, or other road users. 

 National Transportation Policy: The central government may develop a National Transportation 

Policy, in consultation with state governments. 

 Taxi aggregators: The Bill defines aggregators as digital intermediaries or market places which 

can be used by passengers to connect with a driver for transportation purposes (taxi services). 

These aggregators will be issued licenses by state. Further, they must comply with the 

Information Technology Act, 2000. 

One Nation One Language 

Why in NEWS? 

Recently, on the occasion of Hindi Diwas, the Union home minister had proposed to promote Hindi as 

the country’s common language.. 

Article related toHindi language in Indian Constitution 

Article 351: It shall be the duty of the Union  

 To promote the spread of the Hindi language, 

 To develop it so that it may serve as a medium of expression for all the elements of the 

composite culture of India and 

 To secure its enrichment by assimilating without interfering with its genius, the forms, style and 

expressions used in Hindustani and in the other languages of India specified in the Eighth 

Schedule. 

Article 120 and 210 regarding language to be used in Parliament and state legislature respectively gives 

the option of transacting business in Hindi as well in English. 

Article 343 gives power to parliament to decide by law, the languages to be used for official work. 

Article 344 provides for constitution of a parliamentary committee every 10 years to recommend to the 

President regarding progressive use of the Hindi language for the official purposes of the Union and 

restrictions on the use of English. 

Article 29 gives every Indian the right to a distinct language, script & culture. 

Arguments in favor of One Nation One language  

Removing barriers in the development:  
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 There are various areas where there is a perceived lag only because of lack of national language, 

like trade, education and research, areas of national security like military, etc. Thus, the lack of 

national language acts as barrier for the progress of nation. 

 For the creation of knowledge and thus creating a Public Sphere: As we often see that, students 

avoid going to other places for education and research due to lack of understanding of local 

languages. There is difficulty to collaborate in various ideas in different spheres; non 

participation in national affairs and hesitancy to relocate in other parts of India due to the 

absence of a national language. 

 Thus, a universal language which will be spoken and understood by everyone will be best suited 

to become the lingua franca of the country. 

For effective administration: The various people who works for central government or Armies etc. 

always face the language problem when they move to other regions of India. Therefore, the 

administrative machinery will not be able to deliver efficiently, if the language becomes a barrier in 

understanding people’s aspirations and needs. 

For Leveraging technology: If India adopts a national language it might automatically become the largest 

spoken language thus giving numerous opportunities to software developers to make many applications 

which is unreachable today mainly due to lack of understanding of English language. 

To give India a global Identity: It is necessary that there is one language to represent India in the world. 

A uniform national language, will give us great advantage at global scale due to its large number of users 

thus forcing people of other nations to learn that language, in order to engage with India in trade, 

business, education etc. 

Arguments against One Nation One Language 

Language is the lifeline of culture, tradition and customs of people living in a particular region and the 

best way to preserve or promote any language is to use it extensively. 

Idea of one country, one language a colonial Construct: The idea that a language represents a nation is 

one of the colonialism’s construct. The complex process of modern nation building in colonial countries 

involved questions of cultural unity. Language and literature held the key to this project of cultural 

continuity from a 

unique and great past. 

Delinking language from cultural Identity: Often it is argued that a national language is considered a 

language which represents Indian culture; however, we can definitely preserve our culture in spite of 

adopting other language and also learning one more language beside our regional language would not 

ruin or destroy us or our culture. So, changing the medium of expression would not change our identity 

which can be understood by even an ordinary person. 

Issue of consensus: There is a lack of consensus- among the population with respect to one language, as 

the whole construct of a national language seems more of an imposition of one language over 
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others.Therefore, any such efforts of imposing a language on the unwilling people is hardly unifying, and 

rather it could turn out to be divisive. 

Diverse structure: A uniform language goes against the idea of a diverse and federal structure of the 

country, where such common language may not be desirable. It also runs contrary to the spirit of the 

Constitution and our country’s linguistic diversity” 

Inevitability of English: English is today’s language of science and technology in the whole world. Even if 

we replace English from all technological usage in India with Hindi, still it will remain the language of 

science as it would be immensely difficult to translate all the scientific knowledge-base in Hindi 

language. 

Significance of Language Diversity: As there have not been enough success stories globally- e.g. the 

imposition of Mandarin, Russian or Urdu have rarely fulfilled such aims of unity and integration. 

Conclusion 

 To preserve our ancient philosophy, our culture and the memory of our freedom struggle, it’s 

important that we strengthen our local languages simultaneously without being biased towards 

any one language. 

 The need today is to respect, protect and nurture diversity of our nation so that unity is ensured 

and it lies in the quality of unity and togetherness. 

Ministry of HRD announced NEAT Scheme 

In news: 

 Ministry of HRD announced a new PPP Scheme, National Educational Alliance for Technology 

(NEAT) for using technology for better learning outcomes in Higher Education.  

 The objective is to use Artificial Intelligence to make learning more personalised and 

customised as per the requirements of the learner. 

 MHRD proposed to launch and operationalise NEAT in early November 2019. 

Bharosa savings account 

 Airtel Payments Bank launched 'Bharosa savings account' which enables customers to withdraw 

cash, check their balance or access a mini statement of their account at over 6,50,000 Aadhaar-

enabled payment system (AePS) enabled outlets across India.  

 These services have been designed for deepening financial inclusion in the country. 

 It will be available at over a quarter-million banking points. 

 

Mukhyamantri Dal Poshit Yojana’ launched 
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In News: 

 ‘Mukhyamantri Dal Poshit Yojana’ was launched in Uttarakhand on 13 September 2019. 

 Under the scheme, two kilogrammes of pulses per month would be made available to 23.32 

lakh ration card holders. 

 Under the Dal Poshit Yojana, chick pea is being made available at a rate of Rs 44 per kg this 

month. 

 The current market rate of this pulse is Rs 65 to 70 per kg. 

Haryana launched two insurance schemes 

In News: 

 The State government of Haryana launched 2 insurance schemes for registered small and 

medium traders.  

 The schemes are Mukhyamantri Vyapari Samuhik Niji Durghatna Beema Yojana and 

Mukhyamantri Vyapari Kshatipurti Beema Yojana“. 

 An insurance cover of Rs 5 lakh would be provided under the former one.  

 An insurance cover ranging from Rs 5 lakh-Rs 25 lakh would be provided under the latter one. 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act 2019 

Why in news? 

 The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was introduced in the Lok Sabha by the Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah on December 9, 2019. 

 Silent features of the bill 

 The Citizenship (Amendment) Act 2019 seeks to amend the definition of illegal immigrant for 

Hindu, Sikh, Paris, Buddhist and Christian immigrants from Pakistan, Afghanistan and 

Bangladesh, who have lived in India without documentation. They will be granted fast track 

Indian citizenship in six year. 

 Indian citizenship, under present law, is given either to those born in India or if they have 

resided in the country for a minimum of 11 years. 

 Those who were “forced or compelled to seek shelter in India due to persecution on the ground 

of religion. 

 The cut-off date for citizenship is December 31, 2014 which means the applicant should have 

entered India on or before that date. 

 The Bill also proposes to incorporate a sub-section (d) to Section 7, providing for cancellation of 

Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) registration where the OCI card-holder has violated any provision 

of the Citizenship Act or any other law in force. 

Exemptionsof the bill: 

 The Bill adds that the provisions on citizenship for illegal migrants will not apply to 
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 The tribal areas of Karbi Anglong (Assam), Garo Hills (Meghalaya), Chakma District (Mizoram), 

and Tripura Tribal Areas District and 

 The areas under the Inner Line Regulation, whose permit regulates the visit of Indians to 

Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, and Nagaland. 

Why is the bill opposed? 

 The prime opposition voice is that the act violates the right to equality under Article 14 of the 

Constitution 

 The Bill chooses to extend the citizenship only to non-Muslims from three nations with a Muslim 

majority The Bill classifies migrants based on their country of origin to include only Afghanistan, 

Pakistan and Bangladesh.  It is not clear why migrants from these countries are differentiated 

from migrants from other neighbouring countries such as Sri Lanka and Myanmar. 

 

 Instead of the term “persecuted minorities”, the bill lists the six religions which clearly excluded 

Muslims. 

 It is also unclear why there is a differential treatment of migrants based on their date of entry 

into Indiaand the cutoff date of 31.12.2014 is being fixed. 

 

 Though the Bill further seeks to protect the constitutional guarantee given to indigenous 

populations of North Eastern States covered under the Sixth Schedule, it excludes illegal -

migrants residing in those areas, which are the notified tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, 

Mizoram and Tripura. 

 There is no clear regulation about the nature of the laws, which when violated lead to the 

cancellation of OCI registration. 

Janganana Bhawan 

In News: 

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah laid foundation stone  for Janganana Bhawan at Mansingh 

Road in NewDelhi. The work of the seven-storey green building which will be built at the cost of 

44 crore rupees will be completed by 2021.  

 Mr Shah said, the Government will complete the massive Census exercise in March 2021. He 

said, census is the basis of development of the last man in the queue and lays the blueprint for 

future of the country.  

 He strongly pitched for raising awareness among the citizens about the importance, role and 

dimensions of census. For the first time Government will prepare National Population Register, 

NPR. 

National Population Register 

Why in New? 
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 It will be conducted by the Office of the Registrar General of India (RGI) under the Home 

Ministry. 

 Only Assam will not be included, given the recently completed National Register of Citizens 

(NRC). 

Definition: 

 It is a list of “usual residents of the country”. 

 A “usual resident of the country” is one who has been residing in a local area for at least the last 

six months, or intends to stay in a particular location for the next six months. 

Legal Provisions: 

 The NPR is being prepared under provisions of the Citizenship Act 1955 and the Citizenship 

(Registration of Citizens and Issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003. 

 It is mandatory for every “usual resident of India” to register in the NPR. 

 Background: 

 The data for the NPR was first collected in 2010 along with the house listing phase of Census 

2011. 

 In 2015, this data was further updated by conducting a door-to-door survey. 

 However, with the use of Aadhaar as the key vehicle for transfer of government benefits in the 

last few years, the NPR has taken a backseat. 

Scope: 

 The NPR exercise is conducted at the local, sub-district, district, state and national levels. 

 The NPR will collect both demographic data and biometric data. Biometric data will be updated 

through Aadhar details. 

 In the 2010 exercise, the RGI had collected only demographic details. 

 In 2015, it updated the data further with the mobile, Aadhaar and ration card numbers of 

residents. 

 For the 2020 exercise, it has dropped the ration card number but added other categories. 

Advantages: 

 It will streamline data of residents across various platforms. 

 

 For instance, it is common to find a different date of birth of a person on different government 

documents. NPR will help eliminate that. 

 It will help the government formulate its policies better and also aid national security. 

 It will help to target government beneficiaries in a better way and also further cut down 

paperwork and red tape in a similar manner that Aadhaar has done. 

 It will help in implementing the idea of ‘One Identity Card’ that has been recently floated by the 

government. 
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 ‘One Identity Card’ seeks to replace duplicate and siloed documentations of Aadhaar card, voter 

ID card, banking card, passport, and more. 

Privacy Concern: 

 There is no clarity on the mechanism for protection of the vast amount of data that will be 

collected through NPR. 

NPR and the NRC: 

 Unlike the NRC, the NPR is not a citizenship enumeration drive, as it would record even a 

foreigner staying in a locality for more than six months. 

 With the government insisting that the NRC would be implemented across the country, the NPR 

has raised anxieties around the idea of citizenship in the country. 

 

 All this is happening in the backdrop of the NRC in Assam which has excluded 19 lakh among the 

3.3 crore who had applied. 

 NRC countrywide would only happen on the basis of the upcoming NPR. 

 After a list of residents is created (i.e. NPR), a nationwide NRC could go about verifying the 

citizens from that list. 

Nation wide NRC 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Government of India has signaled its intent of carrying out a nationwide National Register 

of Citizens (NRC). 

Background 

 The need for this nationwide exercise came into limelight in the backdrop of the similar exercise 

conducted in the state of Assam(2019) under the supervision of the Supreme Court. 

 Also, the Office of the Registrar General and Census Commissioner will upload the Census of 

2021 along with the National Population Register (NPR) next summer. 

 

 NPR is the database that consists of a comprehensive identity of every usual resident in the 

country. 

 As of January 2019, nearly 123 crore Aadhaar cards had been issued- which serves as a proof of 

residentship in India and not the citizenship. This can help in the formation of the NPR. 

Rationale behind the nationwide NRC  

 Ascertaining the identity of citizens: NRC will provide a much-needed perspective on the extent 

of illegal migration. The fear that illegal immigrants will change the demography of the country 

and influence the politics of different states will also be done away with.  
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 Demand from some stakeholders- such as the NGOs like the Assam Public Works (APW), which 

had petitioned the Supreme Court for upgrading the previous NRC.  

 Statutory obligation of the state- as the Section 14A in the Citizenship Act of 1955 provides in 

sub-section (1) that “The Central Government may compulsorily register every citizen of India 

and issue national identity card to him”.  

 The procedure to prepare and maintain National Register of Indian Citizens (NRIC) is specified 

in the Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and Issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003.  

 Move towards solving the immigration issue- as it is expected to deter future migrants from 

entering the country.  

 It can also aid the agencies in effective border management, especially with Nepal and 

Bangladesh. 

Issues and Challenges associated with Nationwide NRC 

 The underlying rationale, feasibility, and moral legitimacy with a nationwide NRC gives birth to 

various challenges: 

Legal Inconsistencies: The NRC exercise raises suspicion of alienage in the minds of the citizens. 

The process of NRC is inconsistent with existing laws such as: 

 Under the Foreigners’ Act, 1946, the burden of proof lies on the individual charged with being a 

foreigner but in NRC the entire population has to give proof of their citizenship. 

 Even the Citizenship Act, 1955 which deals with the provisions of acquisition and termination of 

Indian citizenship does not contain any provision for identifying aliens. But NRC declares the 

non-nationals as aliens. 

 The Supreme Court in 2005 struck down the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunal) Act 

(IMDT Act- which highlighted the mechanism for identifying the foreigners) claiming that the 

provisions mentioned in it are very stringent making the detection and deportation of illegal 

migrants almost impossible. But the NRC tries to repeat the same thing. 

Paucity of Resources: The associated costs and scarcity of resources to frame such nationwide NRC is a 

big challenge before the government. 

Financial Costs: The entire Assam exercise is reported to have cost around ₹1,600 crore to enrol 3.3 

crore applicants which also ended up excluding 19 lakh people. 

 

 On this basis, a nationwide NRC would require an outlay of ₹4.26 lakh crore- which is four times 

the budgetary outlay for education this year. 

 Human Resources: The work of authenticating the Indian electorate of 87.9 crore people would 

necessitate the deployment of around 1.33 crore officials (more than half of the government 

officials) for at least next 10 years. This will incur huge administrative burden on the already 

stressed administrative machinery. 
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Social Risks: The NRC would give rise to the practice of “paper citizenship” acquired through the 

networks of kinship. The one who is not included in the list would lose the Indian nationality, putting 

undocumented nationals at risk of losing their citizenship in a futile search for non-national migrants 

who are better documented, as was found in the case of Assam. This poses a grave fear in the minds of 

the people. 

Inherent Political Drawbacks: There are many uncertainties that persist related to this exercise like: 

Cut-off date: There is speculation about a July 1948 date as the cut-off date in light of constitutional 

provisions, post-Partition jurisprudence, and the enactment of the Citizenship Act in 1955, but it still is 

unclear. 

 Will the enrolment process in the NRC be compulsory or voluntary (as was the case in Assam), 

and what might be the consequences of not seeking registration is debatable. 

Federal Challenge: Seeking the consent of State governments to conduct this exercise is a challenging 

task. Many North-eastern states are already protesting the NRC. 

 NRC versus Citizenship Amendment Bill: On one hand NRC carves out a framework to eliminate 

illegal immigrants, on the other hand, the Citizenship Amendment Bill (2016)creates a path to 

grant citizenship to preferred groups of the immigrants. 

 For instance, the implicit assumption in the case of Assam NRC was that the infiltrators 

were Bangladeshis (primarily Muslims) who must be disenfranchised. Whereas the Citizenship 

Amendment Bill explicitly promises to grant citizenship to migrants belonging to specified 

minority religious groups (all except Muslims) who face the fear of persecution in 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and Pakistan. 

Way Forward  

Set a common Cut-off date to maximum two generations - which will ease up the process for citizens to 

show documentary proofs. 

 The problem in Assam was the cut-off year of 1971, which made it near impossible for many to 

get documents that went so far back in the past.  

 The NRC should attempt to prevent further arrivals of illegal migrants. Past arrivals cannot easily 

be wished away without causing needless human misery and also disrupting micro-economies in 

the states where the illegals reside and work.  

Synchronize NRC with Census 2021- as much as possible, as the Census 2021 will kick off from 

September 2020, there is enough time to tell people to get their documents ready and hand them over 

for verification to census workers, who can then remit them to the designated tribunals or benches that 

look into the validity of the documents.  

Bring a fair process- There were allegations that some sections had submitted false documents during 

Assam’s NRC exercise. A nationwide NRC is expected to learn from this.  
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Tackle issue of illegal migration comprehensively- by focussing on comprehensive border management, 

assistance from international organisations such as United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) among others. 

CJI UNDER RTI 

Why in news? 

In Central public information officer, Supreme Court of India vs Subhash Chandra Agarwal case a five-

judge Constitution Bench of Supreme Court declared that the Office of the Chief Justice of India (CJI) is a 

public authority under the Right to Information (RTI) Act. 

Key Highlights of the ruling: 

 The Supreme Court is a “public authority” and the office of the CJI is part and parcel of the 

institution. Hence, if the Supreme Court is a public authority, so is the office of the CJI. 

 

 The judiciary cannot function in total insulation as judges enjoy a constitutional post and 

discharge public duty. 

 However, Right to Privacy is an important aspect and has to be balanced with 

transparency while deciding to give out information from the office of the Chief Justice of India. 

 

 RTI cannot be used as a tool of surveillance and that judicial independence has to be kept in 

mind while dealing with transparency. 

 On the issue related to the appointment of judges, the Supreme Court held that only the names 

of the judges recommended by the Collegium for appointment can be disclosed, not the 

reasons. 

Outcome of the Ruling 

 The office of the CJI will now entertain RTI applications. 

 Under the RTI Act, 2005, every public authority has to provide information to persons 

requesting for the information under the Act. 

 

 Public Authority includes the body constituted by or under the Constitution. Article 

124 of the Constitution deals with the establishment of the Supreme Court of India. 

 Information includes any material in any form, including records, documents, memos, e-

mails, etc. 

 The Ruling is an example for other bodies such as political parties, number of schools, trusts and 

public-private partnerships who resist categorisation as public authorities under the Act. 

 However, it has been seen that Offices such as those of the Prime Minister and the President 

which are public authorities under the RTI Act have often denied information quoting separate 

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



September to January 2020 current affairs 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  23 
 

observations by the Supreme Court. 

 

 For instance, in 2011, the Supreme Court observed that: 

 

 Officials need to furnish only such information which already exists and is held by the public 

authority and not collate or create information, that is 

 The nation does not want a scenario where 75% of the staff of public authorities spends 75% of 

their time in collecting and furnishing information to applicants instead of discharging their 

regular duties. 

Draft Seeds Bill 2019 

 Why in news? 

 The government has invited public feedback on the recently released draft Seeds Bill 2019.  

key provisions: 

 The draft Seeds Bill aims to replace the Seeds Act, 1966 and regulate the quality of seeds sold.  

 All varieties of seeds for sale have to be registered.  

 The seeds are required to meet certain prescribed minimum standards.  

 Transgenic varieties of seeds can be registered only after the applicant has obtained clearance 

under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

 In addition, the label of a seed container has to indicate specified information.  

 The Bill exempts farmers from the requirement of compulsory registration.  

 Farmers are allowed to sow, exchange or sell their farm seeds and planting material.  

 They do not have to conform to the prescribed minimum limits of germination, physical purity 

and genetic purity (as required by registered seeds).  

 However, farmers cannot sell any seed under a brand name.  

What is the key shortfall: 

 The Bill contains provisions for the Centre and states to introduce capping of prices.  

 It seems that the government is willfully ignoring the lessons of the recent Shetkari Sanghatana 

(SS) civil disobedience‘ protest.  

 In consequence of this, Monsanto withdrew one of its most advanced GM offerings from 

approval.  

 As the Shetkari Sanghatana protest shows, the fact is that the farmers are aware of the benefits 

of GM technology.  

 They are even willing to pay a premium as long as the GM seeds deliver the promised increase in 

yields, which translates into profits.  

 Moreover, companies such as Monsanto invest heavily in R&D to develop products.  
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 These not only drive up farm profits but also are fast emerging as a key need as climate change 

effects threaten agriculture.  

 So, any move to discourage seed-tech will be anti-farmer.  

 Disincentivising seed-tech companies will have the same effect that the price-caps in pharma 

and medical devices have had.  

 In these sectors, companies have just kept their latest offerings out of the market.  

 In many ways, losing access to advanced GM tech could seriously undermine Indian agriculture 

Doctrine of Essentiality 

Why in News? 

The Supreme Court has decided to refer the Sabarimala temple case to a larger 7-judge Bench. 

This reopens not only the debate on allowing women of menstruating age into the Ayyappa temple but 

the larger issue of whether any religion can bar women from entering places of worship. 

The case for Sabarimala 

 The majority opinion in the 2018 Sabarimala verdict had said that women have a fundamental 

right to equality in accessing public places which includes places of worship. 

 However, since the Sabarimala verdict will essentially be heard afresh, the constitutional debate 

on gender equality will open up once again. 

 The review gives the ‘devotees’ and the Sabarimala temple authorities who have battled the 

Supreme Court verdict a foot in the door to have the verdict potentially overturned. 

What is the Supreme Court’s Doctrine of Essentiality? 

 The doctrine of “essentiality” was invented by a seven-judge Bench of the Supreme Court in the 

‘Shirur Mutt’ case in 1954. 

 It is a contentious doctrine evolved by the court to protect only such religious practices which 

were essential and integral to the religion. 

 The court held that the term “religion” will cover all rituals and practices “integral” to a religion, 

and took upon itself the responsibility of determining the essential and non-essential practices 

of a religion. 

 Referring to the Ayodhya case, the Constitution Bench had ruled in 1994 that A mosque is not an 

essential part of the practice of the religion of Islam and namaz (prayer) by Muslims can be 

offered anywhere, even in open. 

How has the doctrine been used in subsequent years? 

 The ‘essentiality doctrine’ of the Supreme Court has been criticised by several constitutional 

experts. 
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 Scholars of constitutional law have argued that the essentiality/integrality doctrine has tended 

to lead the court into an area that is beyond its competence, and given judges the power to 

decide purely religious questions. 

 As a result, over the years, courts have been inconsistent on this question — in some cases they 

have relied on religious texts to determine essentiality. 

 In others it relied on the empirical behaviour of followers, and in yet others, based on whether 

the practice existed at the time the religion originated. 

Issues over the doctrine 

 In the beginning, the court engaged with the question of whether untouchability, manifested in 

restrictions on entry into temples, was an “essential part of the Hindu religion”. 

 After examining selected Hindu texts, it came to the conclusion that untouchability was not an 

essential Hindu practice. 

 The idea of providing constitutional protection only to those elements of religion which the 

court considers “essential” is problematic as it assumes that one element or practice of religion 

is independent of other elements or practices. 

 So, while the essentiality test privileges certain practices over others, it is, in fact, all practices 

taken together that constitute a religion. 

How does essentiality square up against religious freedom? 

 Freedom of religion was meant to guarantee freedom to practice one’s beliefs based on the 

concept of “inward association” of man with God. 

 The apex court in ‘Ratilal Panachand Gandhi vs The State of Bombay and Ors’ (March 18, 1954) 

acknowledged that “every person has a fundamental right to entertain such religious beliefs as 

may be approved by his judgment or conscience”. 

 The framers of the Constitution wanted to give this autonomy to each individual. Scholars have 

argued that the essentiality test impinges on this autonomy. 

 The apex court has itself emphasised autonomy and choice in its Privacy (2017), 377 (2018), and 

Adultery (2018) judgments. 

Impeachment of US President 

Why in News? 

Recently, US House of Representatives Speaker announced that the House would initiate a formal 

impeachment inquiry against US President Trump, charging him with betraying his oath of office and the 

nation’s security by seeking to enlist a foreign power to tarnish a rival for his own political gain. 

Impeachment process in US: 

 Impeachment is an accusation, similar to a criminal charge, brought by the House of 

Representatives. 
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 Impeachment of a U.S. president is addressed in Article 2, Section 4 of the U.S. Constitution. 

 It does not directly result in removal from office. 

 If the House votes to impeach a president, the Senate then functions as a jury, deciding whether 

to convict the president of the charges contained in the impeachment. 

 The Senate (upper house) shall have the sole power to try all Impeachments. 

 As of 2019, three presidents have been impeached by the House of Representatives: Andrew 

Johnson in 1868, Bill Clinton in 1998, and Donald Trump in 2019.  

 No president has ever been removed from office via the impeachment process. 

 Andrew Johnson and Bill Clinton were acquitted by the Senate and not removed from office. 

 Donald Trump has not yet stood trial in the Senate. 

Comparison with Indian President Impeachment process: 

 In the US, only House of Representatives (lower house) can initiate impeachment proceedings 

against the president, whereas in India, either house can initiate the proceedings. 

 In the US, the power to impeach solely lies with the Senate, whereas in India any house can 

impeach the president with the concurrence of the other house. 

 The grounds for impeaching US president are “Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and 

Misdemeanors”. In India, President can be removed from office for “violation of the 

constitution” whose meaning is not defined in the constitution. 

Logo Moto Introduced for Lokpal 

 

 Lokpal Chairman Justice (retired) Pinaki Chandra Ghose launched the new logo for the apex 

anti-corruption ombudsman.  

 A new motto, ‘Ma GridhahKasyasvidhanam (Do not be greedy for anyone’s wealth)’, was also 

adopted.  An open competition was conducted, inviting entries for the logo and the motto. A 

total of 2,236 entries for the logo and 4,705 entries for the motto were received.  
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 The logo symbolises how Lokpal protects and cares for the people of India by establishing 

justice as per law.  

 The logo figuratively symbolises the essence of Lokpal, with the inclusion of shapes such as the 

ombudsman *Judges’ Bench+, the people *three human figures+, vigilance [an Ashoka Chakra 

forming an eye], the law [a shape of a book] and the judiciary [two tri-color hands placed below, 

forming a unique balance]  

 The Lokpal has decided its motto/slogan based on their own inputs and discussions 

Subsidy Services Awas Portal launched 

 Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri launched Credit-linked Subsidy 

Services Awas Portal, CLAP, in New Delhi on 25 Nov 2019. 

 The portal provides a transparent and robust real-time web-based monitoring system for credit-

linked Subsidy Services, CLSS, beneficiaries.  

 Using the portal, a beneficiary can track his application status in real-time. 

Back to Village programme 

 The Jammu and Kashmir administration is all set to launch the second phase of ‘Back to Village 

programme’ from 25-30 Nov 2019.  

 The flagship programme is aimed at empowerment and development of Panchayats.  

 It ensures the functionality of Panchayats in terms of manpower, 100% coverage of beneficiary 

oriented schemes and doubling the income of rural people. 

Reform in Criminal Laws 

Why in News? 

Recently, Central Home Minister has written to all States, for conducting detailed study and suggesting 

reforms in the criminal justice system to make Indian criminal laws more people friendly. 

Why Do We Need Reforms  

The criminal justice system- both substantive and procedural- are replica of the Bristish colonial 

jurisprudence, which were designed with the purpose of ruling the nation. Therefore, the relevance of 

these 19th century laws is debatable in the 21st century. Various reasons for reforming the criminal 

justice system has been mentioned below: 

 Ineffectiveness: The purpose of the criminal justice system was to protect the rights of the 

innocents and punish the guilty, but now a days system has become a tool of harassment of 

common people. 

 Pendency of Cases: According to Economic Survey 2018-19, there are about 3.5 crore cases 

pending in the judicial system, especially in district and subordinate courts, which leads to 

actualisation of the maxim “Justice delayed is justice denied.” 
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 Huge Undertrials: India has one of the world’s largest number of undertrial prisoners. 

 

 According to NCRB -Prison Statistics India (2015), 67.2% of our total prison population 

comprises  ofunder trial prisoners. 

 Investigation: Police is being a front line of the criminal judiciary system,which played a vital role 

in the administration of justice. Corruption, huge workload and accountability of police is a 

major hurdle in speedy and transparent delivery of justice. 

Way Ahead  

Any revision of the IPC, therefore, needs to be done while keeping several principles in mind. Such as:  

 Reforms must be introduced to uphold democratic values, and human rights must be given a 

high priority. Victimological underpinnings ought to be given a major thrust in reforming laws to 

identify the rights of crime victims. 

 Construction of new offences and reworking of the existing classification of offences must be 

informed by the principles of criminal jurisprudence which have substantially altered in the past 

four decades.  

 New types of punishments like community service orders, restitution orders, and other aspects 

of restorative and reformative justice could also be brought in this fold. 

 Classification of offences must be done in a manner conducive to management of crimes in the 

future. 

 Unprincipled criminalisation must be avoided to save the state from dealing with too many 

entrants into the criminal justice system. 

 On the procedural side, sentencing reforms are highly imperative. Principled sentencing is 

needed as judges at present have the discretion to decide the quantum and nature of sentence 

to be imposed.  

Criminal justice is in a state of policy ambiguity therefore there is a need to draft a clear policy that 

should inform the changes to be envisaged in the IPC or CrPC. 

Good Governance Index 

About Good Governance Index 

 On Dec 25, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions launched the Good 

Governance Index (GGI). 

 The day was declared Good Governance Day by Prime Minister Modi in 2014. 

 The index is a tool to assess the status of governance and the impact of various interventions 

taken up by the State Government and UTs. 

Objectives: 

 To provide quantifiable data to compare the state of governance in all states and UTs. 
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 To enable states and UTs to formulate and implement suitable strategies for improving 

governance. 

 To shift to result-oriented approaches and administration. 

 How GCI calculated: 

 The GGI takes into consideration 10 sectors — agriculture and allied sectors, commerce and 

industries, human resource development, public health, public infrastructure and utilities, 

economic governance, social welfare & development, judicial and public security, environment 

and citizen-centric governance. 

 These 10 governance sectors are further measured on a total of 50 indicators. These indicators 

are given different weightage under one governance sector to calculate the value. 

 The states and UTs are divided into three groups — big states, north-east and hill states, and 

Union territories. 

  Key findings: 

 Top performers among the big states: Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Chhattisgarh, 

Andhra Pradesh and Gujarat. The bottom six states are Odisha, Bihar, Goa, Uttar Pradesh and 

Jharkhand. 

 Among the North-East & Hill States: Top 3 states are Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 

Tripura. The bottom 3 states are Meghalaya, Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Pondicherry leads among the UTs followed closely by Chandigarh with Delhi bagging the third 

spot. Lakshadweep is at the bottom among the UTs. 

 Sector-wise ranking: In the environment sector: 

 The top three states are West Bengal, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. 

 The bottom 3 states are Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and Goa. 

 Judicial and public security ranking: West Bengal is at the bottom two in the judicial and public 

security ranking. Tamil Nadu tops the chart here. 

 Economic governance: Karnataka is at the top under the economic governance category. 

 Health: Kerala is at the top in the public health sector. 

Political Parties Registration Tracking Management System” PPRTMS  

Why in News? 

In order to enable applicants to track the status of the application, the Election Commission of India has 
launched a “Political Parties Registration Tracking Management System (PPRTMS)”. 
  
About PPRTMS: 
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 The salient feature in the Political Parties Registration Tracking Management System is that the 

applicant (who is applying for party registration from 1st January, 2020 onwards) will be able to 

track the progress of his / her application and will get status update through SMS and email. 

 The applicant is required to provide contact mobile number and email address of the party / 

applicant in his application if he/she wishes to track the progress of the application. 

 The Registration of Political Parties is governed by the provisions of section 29A of the 

Representation of the People Act, 1951. 

 A party seeking registration under the said section with the Commission has to submit an 

application to the Commission within a period of 30 days following the date of its formation in 

prescribed format with basic particulars about the party such as name, address, membership 

details of various units, names of office bearers, etc, as required under sub-section (4) of the 

said section, and such other particulars that the Commission has specified under sub-section (6) 

of Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, as mentioned in the Guidelines for 

registration. 

 Key Features of the Representation of People Act, 1951: 

 Article 324 to 329 of Part XV of the Constitution deals with the electoral system in our country. 

 Constitution allows Parliament to make provisions in all matters relating to elections to the 

Parliament and State Legislatures. In exercise of this power, the Parliament has enacted laws 

like Representation of the People Act 1950 (RPA Act 1950), Representation of the People Act 

1951 (RPA Act 1951). 

 The act was passed by the parliament under Article 327 of the constitution. It provides for the 

conduct of election to the parliament and state legislatures.  It also clarifies about the 

qualifications and disqualifications for membership of those Houses. 

 According to the act, a person shall not be qualified to be chosen to fill a seat in the Lok Sabha 

unless: 

 He is a member of any Scheduled Caste of any state and is an elector for any Parliamentary 

constituency; in the case of a seat reserved for the Scheduled Castes in any State. 

 He is a member of any Scheduled Tribe of any state and is an elector for any Parliamentary 

constituency in the case of a seat reserved for the Scheduled Tribes. 

 He is an elector for any Parliamentary constituency; in case of any other seat. 

 Qualification for membership of the Rajya Sabha: A person shall not be qualified to be chosen as 

 a representative of any State or Union territory in the Rajya Sabha unless he is an elector for a 

Parliamentary constituency. 

 Also, a person can be disqualified on below grounds: 

 Disqualification on conviction for certain election offences and corrupt practices in the 

election. 

 A person convicted of any offence and sentenced to imprisonment for not less than two 

years 
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 Disqualification on ground of corrupt practices 

 Disqualification for dismissal for corruption or disloyalty 

 Disqualification for office under Government Company 

 Disqualification for failure to lodge account of election expenses 

 Disqualification for promoting enmity between different groups or for the offence of 

bribery 

 A person must not have been punished for preaching and practicing social crimes such as 

Untouchability, Dowry, Sati etc. 

 The Act provides guidelines to the Election Commission for free and fair conduct of election. The 

Representation of the People (Amendment) Act, 1966 abolished the election tribunals. 

 It transferred the election petitions to the High Courts whose orders can be appealed to 

Supreme Court. However, election disputes regarding the election of President and Vice-

President are directly heard by the Supreme Court. 

Arms (Amendment) Bill, 2019 

Why in news? 

 Recently, Parliament passed Arms (Amendment) Act, 2019 which seeks to amend Arms Act, 1959.  

Need of amendment  

 To check illicit trafficking and commission of criminal offences as indicated by law enforcement 

agencies.  

 To check illegal manufacturing of arms and punish people involved in such acts.  

 To ensure that firearms not to be used in a rash or negligent manner in celebratory gunfire 

endangering human life or personal safety. 

Key Features: 

 License for acquiring firearms: Under the Act, a license must be obtained to acquire, possess, or 

carry any firearm. The Bill reduces the number of permitted firearms from three to one. The Bill 

also increases the duration of the validity of a firearm license from three years to five years. 

 

 Ban on firearms: The Bill prohibits procuring un-licensed firearms, and the conversion of one 

category of firearms to another without a license. It also allows members of rifle clubs or 

associations to use any firearm for target practice instead of only point 22 bore rifles or air rifles. 

 

 Increase in punishment: The Bill increases the punishment to imprisonment between seven and 

14 years for carrying of prohibited ammunition without a license. 

 

 New offences: The Bill adds following news offences – 
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 Forcefully taking a firearm from police or armed forces: This is punishable with 

imprisonment between 10 years and life imprisonment 

 

 Celebratory gunfire which endangers safety of others: This is punishable with 

imprisonment of up to two years, or fine of up to one lakh rupees, or both. 

 

 Tracking of firearms: The central government may make rules to track firearms and ammunition 

from manufacturer to purchaser to detect, investigate, and analyse illicit manufacturing and 

trafficking. 

 

2. Economics 

Land pooling 

 It is a land acquisition strategy where ownership rights of privately held land parcels are transferred to 

an appointed agency, with these land parcels being pooled as a result. The agency uses some of the 

pooled land for infrastructure development and sale, while the rights to new parcels in the pooled land 

are transferred back to the original landowners in some proportion to their original property. 

Why land pooling: 

 A number of Infrastructure and Development plans have been delayed , due to lack of 

availability of land. 

 Land acquisition leads to problems like compensation, rehabilitation and resettlement for 

persons affected. 

 States always fails to pay adequate compensation to affected farmers, so it leads to protest by 

farmers. 

 In this context, Land pooling has emerged in India as a viable and popular alternative to direct 

land acquisition, with States amending laws to allow for this mechanism to be utilised. 

Benefits of land pooling 

 Smooth process as land owners contribute voluntarily.  

 Development creates a win-win situation for the government as well as people. 

 The pooling process does not disrupt the current inhabitants. 

 In land pooling the medium of exchange is land only as against the money in land acquisition 

process.  

 The returned developed land is less than the original land but its value will be more than the 

original land. 

 Land pooling is an easy way of collecting land for development in comparison to land 

acquisition. 
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National Animal Disease controlProgramme (NADCP) 

Why in news? 

Recently, Prime Minister launched the National Animal Disease Control Programme (NADCP) on 11th 

September 2019  in Mathura (UP). 

Aims of the NADCP 

 To vaccinate over 600 million cattle in the country in an effort to mitigate the two diseases 

namely, the Foot & Mouth Disease, & brucellosis. 

 The programme also aims at vaccinating 36 million female bovine calves annually in its fight 

against the brucellosis disease. 

 To control the livestock diseases by 2025, and eradicate them by 2030. 

 The livestock that will be covered under the programme includes cattle, buffalo, sheep, goats, 

and pigs against the FMD. 

 The project, which will cost ₹12,652 crores for a period of five years till 2024, will be funded 

entirely by the government 

MULTI-MODAL TERMINAL 

Why in news? 

Recently the second riverine multi modal terminal on River Ganga was inaugurated at Sahibganj, 

Jharkhand. 

What is MMT ? 

 The MMT's are a part of the government's Jal Marg Vikas project (JMVP) that aims to develop 

the stretch of River Ganga between Varanasi to Haldia (West Bengal) suitable for navigation of 

large vessels weighing up to 1500-2000 tonnes. 

 This is being constructed on National Waterway-1 (River Ganga) under Jal Marg Vikas Project 

(JMVP)aided by World Bank. 

 The First MultiModal Terminal has been constructed at Varanasi over River Ganga. 

Benefits of MMT: 

 Multimodal transport operator maintains its communication links and coordinates that 

interchange onward carriage smoothly at transhipment points. 

 Easier transportation of domestic coal from the local mines in Rajmahal area to various thermal 

power plants located along National Waterway-1. 

 The inherent advantages of Multimodal transport system will help to reduce the cost of exports 

and improve their competitive position with pricing in the international market segment. 

 Connectivity to North-East States through Bangladesh by river-sea route. 
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PNB launches Preventive Vigilance portal 

Why in News? 

Punjab National Bank (PNB) on  25 September 2019 launched a Preventive Vigilance portal to facilitate its staff 

members to check procedural lapses and promote good practices. 

Features of the Preventive Vigilance Portal: 

 To promote vigilance awareness in the banking system, PNB introduced the first of its kind 

technology based solutions through Preventive Vigilance portal. 

 PV portal will facilitate all staff members to contribute towards arresting procedural lapses and 

unhealthy practices. 

 It will also usher in a coherent climate conducive to banking for modern age. 

Self-regulatory Agency for Secondary Markets 

Why in news? 

A task force set up by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) under the Chairmanship of MR T.N. 

Manoharan submitted its report on the development of a secondary market for corporate loans on 

Tuesday. 

Key Features: 

 The SRB may be set up as an association by scheduled commercial banks, public financial 

institutions and other related entities, and may be incorporated as a Section 8 company under 

the Companies Act, 2013. 

 It must be set up within three months from the date of acceptance of the recommendations. 

 The SRB’s role will be to standardize loan documentation and covenants, periodically review the 

documentation, ensure standardization of practices, and promote growth, liquidity, efficiency 

and transparency of the proposed secondary market. 

 SRA will be responsiblefor setting up a central loan contract registry, which will finalize the 

detailed design structure, infrastructure, technological aspects and nature of incorporation, to 

ensure legal sanctity of its operations and for executing agreements with other agencies. 

Samsung India inks with Mastercard RBL Bank 

Why in News? 

American multinational financial services corporation, Mastercard, Indian private sector bank, RBL Bank 

and Samsung India jointly launched the Samsung Pay for RBL Bank’s Mastercard credit card customer. 

Key Features: 
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 The tie-up will allow the customers of RBL bank to make contactless transactions with enhanced 

security on their Samsung Pay-compatible smartphones efficiently. 

 The payments can be done through any PoS (Point of Sale) machine where a card can be dipped, 

swiped or tapped, both in India as well as abroad without the physical presence of a card. 

Logistics Ease Across Different States (LEADS) index 

Why in News? 

The Union Minister of Commerce and Industry & Railways chaired a meeting of the Board of Trade, 

during the inaugural session the LEADS Index – 2019 was released by Commerce and Industry. 

Key features: 

 The LEADS Index is an effort by the Commerce and Industry Ministry to establish the baseline of 

performance in the logistics sector based on the perception of users and stakeholders at the 

State level. 

 It is not an index of the performance of the State Government but may be used to assess the 

status of logistics efficiency in each State. 

 The top-ranking state in the logistics sector is Gujarat followed by Punjab and Andhra Pradesh. 

 Among the hilly Eastern States, Tripura is the top performer. 

 Among Union Territories (UTs) Chandigarh was selected as the best performing UT. 

 The State Logistics Performance Index is arrived at using a ranking methodology based on 

a series of meetings with stakeholders and online surveys in the key areas of the logistics like 

infrastructure, services, timeliness, traceability, competitiveness, security, operating 

environment and efficiency of regulation. 

The Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code, 2019 

Why in News? 

The Union Cabinet has approved the Code of Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Bill, 

2019. The features of the bill are: The bill is applicable to business entities where more than 10 workers 

are employed and it will be applicable to mines and docks that employ even one worker 

Highlights of the Bill: 

 The Code seeks to regulate health and safety conditions of workers in establishments with 10 or 

more workers, and in all mines and docks. 

  

 It subsumes and replaces 13 labour laws relating to safety, health and working conditions. These 

laws include: Factories Act, 1948; Mines Act, 1952; Dock Workers Act, 1986; Contract Labour 

Act, 1970; and Inter-State Migrant Workers Act, 1979. 
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 Establishments covered by the Code are required to register with registering officers, appointed 

by the central or state governments. 

  

 Welfare facilities, working conditions and work hours for different types of establishments and 

workers will be prescribed by the central or state governments through rules. 

  

 The Code sets up occupational safety boards at the national and state level to advise the central 

and state governments on the standards, rules, and regulations to be framed under the Code. 

  

 The Code creates special provisions for certain classes of establishments such as factories, 

mines, dock workers, and constructions workers. These include separate provisions on licenses, 

safety regulations, and duties of employers.  

Key Issues and Analysis: 

 The Second National Commission on Labour (2002) had recommended consolidation and 

simplification of existing health and safety laws.  However, the Code continues to retain special 

provisions for various categories of workers such as working journalists and sales promotion 

employees.  The rationale for retaining such provisions is unclear.   

 The Code covers workers employed in establishments with at least 10 workers or more. It has 

been argued that size-based thresholds for applicability of labour laws helps in reducing 

compliance burden for small establishments.  On the other hand, it has been argued that 

occupational health and safety laws should cover all workers, to protect their basic rights. 

  

 The Code bars civil courts from hearing matters under the Code. Therefore, the only judicial 

recourse for a person aggrieved under the Code is to file a writ petition before the relevant High 

Court.  It can be argued that a bar on civil courts from hearing any matters under the Code may 

result in the denial of an opportunity to challenge issues before a lower court. 

Power Purchase Agreements 

In News 

 The Centre has formed a high-level group to make recommendations for changing the structure 

and system of power sale and purchase in the country. 

 Led by the Special Power Secretary - Sanjiv Nandan Sahai, the group will recommend reforms 

needed in Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) and for increasing competitiveness in the power 

markets. 

Problems within the Power Sector 

 Power sector has witnessed a huge growth in terms of capacity addition during the last few 

years but it is reeling under stress as the mismatch in demand and supply, has led to stressed 
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power assets or non-performing assets (NPAs). 

 

 About 34 power plants in the country amount to about ₹1.40 lakh crore NPAs. 

 

 Reasons behind huge NPAs: Capacity addition without tied-up PPAs with Distribution Companies 

(DISCOMs), coal supply issues, the inability of DISCOMs to pay to generators, regulatory issues, 

the inability of promoters to infuse equity, tardy implementation etc. 

 

 Power distribution companies have historically entered into long term PPAs with the generating 

firms for the supply of power and appropriate regulatory commissions determine tariffs. 

 Volatility of Prices in Power Trading: The power procured from power exchanges consists of 

around 3-4% of total power procured in the country. The comparatively smaller proportions of 

power procured through power exchanges result in lower depth and higher volatility of power 

prices in the power exchanges. 

Significance of Power Purchase Agreements For the State 

 No Operating and Maintenance Responsibilities, 

 No need to deal with complex system design and permitting process, 

 A predictable cost of electricity over 15-25 years.  

For the energy company 

 Assured bulk purchase- as the state is involved which will not default. 

 Better project structuring-PPAs remove the uncertainties regarding the demand of electricity 

and some guarantee as to quantities purchased and price paid are required to make the project 

viable.  

 Buffer from competition- as there is a possibility of competition from cheaper or subsidized 

domestic or international competition. 

World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Ranking  

 World Bank has released Ease of Doing business Rankings which includes 190 countries. As per 

the rankings, India has jumped 14 places and has been ranked at 63rd among 190 countries. 

New Zealand and Somalia retained their 1st and 190th spot respectively. The indicator measures 

the performance of countries across 10 different dimensions in the 12-month period ending 

May 1, 2019.  

 From 2020, the World Bank has expanded its ease of doing business survey to 2 more cities: 

Bengaluru and Kolkata in addition to Delhi and Mumbai that are currently surveyed. The World 

Bank has decided to have four cities from every country with a population above 100 million. 

 Key findings of the Report:  

 India has become one of the top 10 most improved countries for the third consecutive time.  
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 The country’s score improved from 67.3 (in 2018) to 71.0 (in 2019), as per The Doing Business 

2020 study. 

 India saw the biggest jump in ranking in the “resolving insolvency” category from 108th to 52nd 

on the back of the government implementing the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code.India’s 

ranking improved substantially in “dealing with construction permits” (from 52nd to 27th) and 

“trading across borders” (from 80th to 68th). 

 India’s ranking improved in “registering property” from 166th to 154th despite a drop in score. 

Slowdown effects more pronounced in India: IMF  

In News: 

 The new IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva warned that the global economy is witnessing 

“synchronised slowdown” which will result in slower growth for 90% of the world this year. 

 Widespread deceleration meant that growth this year would fall to its lowest rate since the 

beginning of the decade. 

 Despite this overall deceleration, close to 40 emerging market and developing economies 

are forecast to have real GDP growth rates above 5% — including 19 in subSaharan Africa. 

Also, in the U.S. and Germany, unemployment is at historic lows. 

Reports Published by IMF 

 World Economic Outlook 

 Global Financial stability Report 

WEF’s Global Competitiveness Index  

 World Economic Forum has released the Global Competitiveness Index report. In total, there are 

103 indicators distributed across the 12 pillars on which the performance of the countries was 

evaluated.  
 As per the WEF’s released report, India has moved down 10 places to rank 68th on an annual 

global competitiveness index which was topped by Singapore.  

 Here is the detailed ranking of India in individual pillars across which the performance of the 

countries was evaluated: 

     Sl.NO.               Pillars                                                        Rank 

1.                  Institutions                                                  59  

2.                  Infrastructure                                              70  

3.                  ICT Adoption                                               120  

4.                  Macroeconomic Stability                          43  

5.                  Health                                                          110  

6.                  Skills                                                             107  

7.                  Product Market                                          101  
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8.                  Labour Market                                            103  

9.                  Financial System                                         40  

10.                  Market Size                                                  3  

11.                  Business Dynamism                                    69  

12.                  Innovation Capability                                 35 

 

Prakash Portal 

Why in News? 

The government has launched a web portal, PRAKASH (Power Rail Koyla Availability through Supply 

Harmony), with a view to improving coordination between the power, coal and railway 

ministries to ensure coal supplies to power plants. 

What is Prakash Portal? 

 The Portal aims at bringing better coordination for coal supplies among all stakeholders - 

Ministry of Power, Ministry of Coal, Coal India, Railways and power utilities. 

 This is an important step in ensuring adequate availability and optimum utilization of coal at 

thermal power plants.  

 The Portal is developed by NTPC and sources data from different stakeholders such as Central 

Electricity Authority (CEA), Centre for Railway Information System (CRIS) and coal companies.  

 The Portal is designed to help in mapping and monitoring entire coal supply chain for power 

plants 

 Coal Stock at supply end (mines)  

 Coal quantity /rakes planned  

 Coal quantity in transit  

 Coal availability at power generating station. 

Benefits of Portal to the Stakeholders 

 Stakeholders including the Central Electricity Authority (CEA) and Power System Operation 

Corporation Ltd. (POSOCO) can review overall availability of coal at thermal power plants in 

different regions. The Portal will make available related reports. 

 Coal Company will be able to track stocks and the coal requirement at power stations 

for effective production planning. 

 Indian Railways will plan to place the rakes as per actual coal available. 

 Power stations can plan future schedule by knowing rakes in pipe line and expected time to 

reach. 

RBI’s Role - Economic Slowdown, Inflation, Growth 
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 Why in News? 

 The RBI‘s reputation as a regulator has been affected by the unusually large number of instances 

of fraud in the financial sector. 

 Besides, the slowing of the economy suggests that the central bank‘s stance on inflation may 

have impacted growth.  

 In this backdrop, here is an analysis of the central banks‘ role in terms of inflation-targeting, 

regulation and financial stability. 

 How does inflation work in the economy? 

 It is unanticipated inflation that is the problem for producers, as it has the potential to derail 

their profit calculations.  

 However, inflation, even when fully anticipated, can harm holders of financial assets yielding 

fixed incomes by eroding their wealth.  

 Borrowers on the other hand are better off with inflation as the real value of their outstanding 

loans are now less.  

 While the problem of inflation can in principle be tackled through inflation-indexation, the 

practice is not widespread. 

 This leaves owners of financial wealth averse to inflation. 

 How did inflation control policy come about?  

 Inflation targeting by the central bank involves use of the interest rate to keep inflation under 

control.  As the volume of financial wealth in an economy increases, the power of its owners 

over government increases. 

 With this, inflation control tends to take centre-stage in economic policy formulation. 

 When inflation control is implemented via monetary policy, it results in higher interest rates.  

 Managers of financial wealth lobby for such a policy on behalf of their clients.  

 This lobbying is the origin of the policy of inflation targeting. 

What is the effect of this? 

 As the central bank targets inflation, it must let go of the employment objective. 

 Inflation is retained as the target and the central bank is not accountable for unemployment.  

 So, where growth, employment and inflation are jointly determined, inflation-targeting via the 

interest rate can lower inflation only by suppressing growth. 

 As has been demonstrated for India, the other means of keeping inflation low would take the 

form of checking food-price inflation. 

How does inflation and regulation interplay?  

 If inflation-targeting is essentially a response to the financial sector‘s concerns, the view that 

the sector needs no particular regulation gets stronger. 

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



September to January 2020 current affairs 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  41 
 

 This view was ascendant in the U.S. and the U.K. before the ‗North Atlantic Financial Crisis‘ of 

2008.  Following this crisis, however, there has been substantial re-thinking on inflation-

targeting and the role of central banks. 

 Essentially, it was recognised that satisfied by the low inflation, the U.S. central bank had 

ignored the possibility of financial instability. 

 Consequently, instability had progressed due to complete violation of the norms of prudence by 

U.S. investment banks and housing societies, with lax regulation.  

What is the case with India in this regard? 

 Inflation policy - India‘s policymakers adopted inflation-targeting as the defining function of the 

RBI, even as the rest of the world was reassessing central banks‘ credibility. 

 Though the shift was made by legislation in 2015, a hawkish inflation stance had emerged at the 

RBI some 2 years prior to that. 

 Interest rate - Consequently, the real interest rate swung upward by over 5 percentage points.  

 Inflation did come down, but it continued to decline even as the real interest did not do so 

commensurately. 

 This, thus, rules out the possibility that inflation-targeting alone was responsible for the 

decreasing inflation. 

 [Commodity prices, both of oil and domestic agricultural goods, have grown slower since. 

 Oil prices have actually been declining in certain phases, and would surely have had a direct 

impact on inflation.] 

 Growth - But, the slowing of the economy after 2016, which is still being experienced, suggests 

that inflationtargeting may have had an impact on growth.  

 Financial sector - After the adoption of inflation-targeting in India, besides the slowing growth, 

there is a repetition of a pattern observed in the U.S. 

 Evidently, India is witnessing stress in the financial sector. 

 Following the rising non-performing assets (NPAs) of public sector banks, there is now the 

emergence of instability in the private segment of the financial sector. 

 The most prominent case of the above was that of non-banking financial company, IL&FS.  

 Some part of the burden this company faced may have been due to a slowing economy 

 However, there was evidence of financial irregularities. 

 Such cases went undetected also in the cases of Punjab National Bank and the Punjab and 

Maharashtra Cooperative Bank (PMC Bank). 

Strategic disinvestment of PSU 

Why in News? 

The government's plans to sell Bharat Petroleum Corporation (BPCL), Container Corporation of India 

(Concorp) and Air India are unlikely to conclude by March 2020. It might result in missing 

the disinvestment target of Rs 1.05 trillion for 2019-2020 by a wide margin. 
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What is Disinvestment? 

 Disinvestment is the action of an organization or government selling or liquidating an asset or 

subsidiary. 

 Disinvestment also refers to capital expenditure reductions, which can facilitate the re-

allocation of resources to more productive areas within an organization or government-funded 

project. 

 It is also known as divestiture; it is the opposite of an investment and is usually done when that 

subsidiary asset or division is not performing up to expectations.   

Types of disinvestment: 

 Initial Public Offering (IPO) – offer  of shares by an unlisted CPSE or the Government out of its 

shareholding or a combination of both to the public for subscription for the first time. 

 Further Public Offering (FPO) – offer of shares by a listed CPSE or the Government out of its 

shareholding or a combination of both to the public for subscription. 

 Offer for sale (OFS) of shares by Promoters through Stock Exchange mechanism– method  

allows auction of shares on the platform provided by the Stock Exchange; extensively used by 

the Government since 2012. 

 Strategic sale – sale of substantial portion of the Government shareholding of central public 

sector enterprises (CPSE) of up to 50%, or higher percentage as the competent authority may 

determine, along with transfer of management control. 

 Institutional Placement Program (IPP)– only Institutions can participate in the offering. 

 CPSE Exchange Traded Fund (ETF) –Disinvestment through ETF route allows simultaneous sale 

of GoI’s stake in various CPSEs across diverse sectors through single offering. It provides a 

mechanism for the GoI to monetize its shareholding in those CPSEs which form part of the ETF 

basket.  

Advantages of Disinvestment 

 Increase the Competitiveness: The result of disinvestment would increase the competitiveness 

of the company 

 Reduce the burden on the government : Disinvestment of loss Making PSU’s, would help the 

government to invest in profit making PSU’s which will minimise the burden on the government  

 Increase the efficiency:It would force the companies to become more efficient and survive or 

cease on their own financial and economic strength once they are exposed to market forces. 

 Introduction of corporate governance: It would result in introduction of corporate governance 

in the privatized companies by freeing the PSEs from the Government control and give more 

scope to innovation. 

 Benefit to small investors and employees: The disinvestment would benefit the small investors 

and employees as it would lead to a wider distribution of wealth in the form of public offerings 

of privatized companies. 
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 Inflow of private capital: It would also help in achieving greater inflow of private capital that has 

a very positive effect on the capital market  

Disadvantages of Disinvestment  

 It may lead to the loss of public interests: It is believed that the PSU’s are the assets of the 

nation and   belongs to the people. The selling of them to private companies would affect the 

welfare of the people 

 Fear of foreign control:it is stated that the selling equities to foreign companies will result in 

serious consequences shifting the nation’s wealth, power and control to outsiders. 

 Loss of employment: the Privatization would affect the jobs of lakhs of workers in the PSU’s and 

they would fall in danger by privatization. 

 Less number of bidders:The loss of the PSU’s may attract less number of bidders, for 

example Air India. 

 Pricing: Privatization would pay the way for monopoly of the  market which would lead to price 

rise. 

What is the government’s rationale in Proposed Disinvestment? 

 The government faces a massive shortfall in revenue and capital receipts.  

 As of September 30, 2019, net tax revenue had only reached 36.8% of the budget estimate of 
Rs. 16.5 lakh crore for the full year.  

 The non-debt capital receipts were at 17.2% of the fiscal‘s target of about Rs. 1.2 lakh crore.  

 Given this, the share sale is aimed at helping the government narrow the widening fiscal gap.  
 
What are the concerns with the decision? 
 

 It is understandable if the government‘s aim was to exit unprofitable, non-strategic businesses.  

 However, BPCL is a profitable refiner and oil marketing company that has consistently paid a 
healthy dividend.  

 BPCL has also made investments in upstream energy resources and holds interests in overseas 
hydrocarbon blocks.  

 To that extent, a full sale now deprives the government of all upside potential.  

 The BPCL stake could fetch the exchequer about Rs. 59,000 crore.  

 But, the decision to carve out and exclude the company‘s 62% holding in Assam‘s 3-million 
metric tonnes per annum Numaligarh refinery is disputable.  

 [In the case of BPCL, the strategic disinvestment will be for BPCL minus Numaligarh Refinery, 
which will be retained by the government.]  

 This would surely affect the price the government could get from a prospective buyer.  

 Also, the lack of an explanation for the logic behind the move hints at politics taking precedence 
over any economic interest. 

What are the challenges ahead?  

 There is just a little over four months left in the financial year (2019-20).  
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 Given this, how the government intends to actually complete the transaction is uncertain.  

 The process includes appointment of advisers, deciding on the pricing mechanism and initiating 
a transparent bidding process before finalising a buyer.  

 Of the Rs. 1.05 lakh crore disinvestment target, just Rs. 17,364 crore has been realised so far.  

 So, the Centre has little choice but to expedite these strategic sale proposals in double-quick 
time. 

Alternative Investment Fund 

 Why in news? 

Union Finance Minister recently said the government would set up an alternative investment fund (AIF) 
worth Rs 25,000 crore, in regards with stalled projects in real estate sector. 

What is the AIF for?  

 An internal survey showed that around 4.58 lakh housing units were stuck in India with over 
1,600 realty projects stalled.  

 In this regard, the objective of AIF is to provide relief to developers with unfinished projects.  
This would ensure delivery of homes to buyers.  

How does it work? 

 The AIF will provide funds to bail out stalled real estate projects with less than Rs. 2 crore a unit 
in metros and Rs. 1 crore in other places.  

 The government will act as the sponsor of the fund and infuse funds up to Rs 10,000 crore.  

 The Life Insurance Corporation of India and State Bank of India would also infuse money.  

 SBICAP Ventures will be the investment manager for the fund.  

 The Cabinet also approved an establishment of 'Special Window'.  

 This is to provide priority debt financing for completion of stalled housing projects in the 
affordable and middleincome housing sector.  

Special Window will provide last mile funding to projects meeting the below criteria: 

 Net-worth positive  
 Affordable & middle-income housing project 
 On-going projects registered with RERA (Real Estate Regulatory Authority)  
 Reference by existing lender  
 Include stressed projects classified as NPA & NCLT 

 How will it benefit?  

 The Alternative Investment Fund could help revive the stressed real estate sector.  

 The move will help relieve financial stress faced by large number of middle-class homebuyers 
who have invested their hard-earned money.  
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 This is also expected to release large amount of funds stuck in these projects for productive use 
in the economy.  

 The scheme will also apply to projects that have been declared as non-performing assets by 
banks and to those lined up before the insolvency court.  

 So, apart from real estate promoters, this will also aid lenders, mainly finance companies and 
banks, whose funds are locked up in the projects.  

Why is the move significant and what lies ahead?  

 The real estate sector is one of the biggest providers of jobs. 

 Importantly, the sector also has a huge multiplier effect in the economy.  

 Industries ranging from cement and steel to paints and sanitary ware stand to reap the benefits 
of a healthy real estate sector.  

 Given this, the critical part now will be identifying the genuine projects in need of support and 
ensuring that biases do not creep in, in implementation.  

 Also, attracting more investors into the AIF will be important.  

 In this regard, the interests of the sovereign funds and other private investors should be 
followed upon quickly.  

 Also, money should be released from the AIF right away so that the trickle-down effect is felt 
before the end of this financial year (2019-20).  

 The government, through its latest move, and the RBI with successive rate cuts and liquidity 
infusion, have set the stage.  

 The task now is for the real estate industry to capitalize on this facilitation 

What is Alternative Investment Fund 

In News 

 Alternative Investment Funds is a class of investment entities that are not covered under the 

usual SEBI regulatory framework for investment institutions. AIFs refers to any privately 

pooled investment fund – a trust or a company or a body corporate or an LLP (Limited Liability 

Partnership) which are not presently covered by any Regulation of RBI, SEBI, IRDA and PFRDA.  

They may be foreign or Indian. 

 A notable general feature of AIFs is that they are tailor made investment arrangements like 

Private Equities that aims to utilize investment opportunities. AIFs are thus private investment 

entities. 

 AIFs includes PrivateEquities, Venture Capital Fund, Hedge funds, Commodity funds, Debt 

Funds, infrastructure funds, etc. Most of these investment entities are owned by big corporate 

houses or wealthy individuals.  

 Private Equities like Blackstone and KKR (Kohlberg Kravis Roberts) are examples for AIFs. Several 

multinational banks have also AIFs. Venture Capital Funds and Angel Investors are also 

categorized as AIFs. 

Regulation of AIFs 
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 SEBI in May 2012 had notified the guidelines for AIFs as funds established or incorporated in 

India for pooling in of capital from Indian and foreign investors for investing as per a pre-decided 

policy. 

 In 2014, SEBI decided that the promoters of listed companies can offload 10 per cent of equity 

to AIFs such as such as SME Funds, Infrastructure Funds, PE funds and Venture Capital Funds 

registered with the market regulator to attain minimum 25 per cent public holding. 

 AIFs are classified into three categories.  

The SEBI rules apply to all AIFs, including those operating as private equity funds, real estate funds and 

hedge funds, among others. 

 The Category-I AIFs are the ones who can produce positive spillovers in the economy and for 

that they get incentives from the government, SEBI or other regulators. They include Social 

Venture Funds, Infrastructure Funds, Venture Capital Funds including Angel Investors, SME 

Funds etc. 

 The Category-II For these funds, no specific incentives and concessions are given by the 

government or any regulator. The institutions under this category are: Private Equity Funds, 

Debt Funds, Fund of Funds and such other funds that are not classified as category I or III. These 

funds shall be close ended and shall not engage in leverage. 

 The Category-III AIFs are institutions like Hedge Funds that trade with a view to make short term 

returns. They employ diverse or complex trading strategies and do leverage including 

investment in listed or unlisted derivatives. 

Foreign investment in AIFs 

 Government in budget 2015 has allowed foreign investment in AIFs. Now, foreign investments 

would be allowed in AIFs that are established as registered trust, structured as incorporated 

company or limited liability partnership. The decision would enable foreign investment in AIFs 

established as trust or incorporated firms or LLPs or body corporate and registered with SEBI 

under the SEBI (AIFs) Regulations 2012. 

 The same would be enabled in the FDI policy and FEMA regulations including foreign investment 

by way of units of AIFs set up as trust in terms of SEBI regulations. 

The Fifteenth Finance Commission and GST Issues 

Why in News? 

Fifteenth Finance Commission(FFC) chairman of N.K. Singh sought leverage with the Goods and Services 

Tax(GST) Council, arguing that tax rate cuts and grant of exemptions decided solely by the council affects 

the FFC’s goal of optimizing revenue targets of the Centre and states. 

What is the issue? 

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



September to January 2020 current affairs 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  47 
 

 Given the poor GST collection trend so far many states have urged the Finance Commission to 

extend the period for GST compensation beyond the initial five years.  

 The 15th Finance Commission suggested that annual growth rate of 14% for compensation is 

too high and should be lowered for the remaining compensation period. States are not in favour 

of this. 

Finance Commissions’ problems: 

 Finance commissions look at projections of revenue and spending, but GST rates, exemptions, 

changes and implementation are the domain of the GST Council.  

 This leads to unsettled questions on the ways to monitor, scrutinize and optimize revenue 

outcomes. 

 Demand from states for extending the GST compensation given to them for revenue shortfall 

beyond the currently agreed 2022 will also have a bearing on the formula the FFC is set to 

recommend on how the Centre should share its tax revenue with states. 

 The FFC’s formula for revenue sharing is effective for five years from April 2020.  An extension of 

GST compensation to states beyond 2022 will impact the last three years of the period, for 

which FFC’s recommendations will apply, that is between FY23 and FY26. 

 The difference between the estimate and actual revenue collection of the centre will be a 

compelling factor for the incumbent 15th Finance Commission. 

 FFC’s suggestions for revenue sharing could be more tight-fisted than states expect, which could 

trigger more friction between the Union and state governments. 

States’ problem: 

 The 14th Finance Commission recommended “increasing the share of tax devolution to states 

to  42 percent of the divisible pool. 

 Applying the 14th Finance Commission’s formula of 42 percent devolution, the centre’s current 

rate reduction implies a shortfall of Rs 60,900 crore for the states. 

Centre’s problems: 

 The Union government is facing the challenge of finding the money for higher welfare spending 

on schemes such as farmers’ income support, as well as the burden of compensating states, 

when its own revenue growth is sluggish. 

 India’s GDP growth rate slipped to a six-year low of 5% in the first quarter of the ongoing fiscal 

year. 

Concerns: 

 Continuousfall in GST collection: The gross GST collection in August 2019 grew 4.51 per cent 

year-on-year to Rs 98,202 crore but continued to remain below Rs 1 lakh crore mark reflecting 

the economic slowdown realities on the ground. The GDP growth in the April-June quarter 

slowed to a six-year low of 5 per cent.  
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 The cumbersomeness of compliance of GST: The GST registration processes are still relatively 

cumbersome, making compliance both expensive and time-consuming. In addition, the return 

filing procedures are tedious.  

 Taxpayers have found it difficult to claim input credits, the basic foundation on which the tax 

rests. 
 States’ fiscal autonomy circumscribed by GST: Indirect taxes were completely under the control 

of each state; GST rates are now decided by the GST Council. Now states have limited flexibility 

in making decisions regarding tax rates on goods and services. Therefore, higher reliance on GST 

receipts for revenue reduces states’ autonomy. 

 Fake and under-invoicing - Officials estimate that evasion through fake and under-invoicing 

could be pegged at anywhere between one per cent and five per cent of collection. 

 The failure to reach a consensus on rationalisation of rates - States’ refusal for the inclusion of 

items such as petroleum products and electricity in the GST’s ambit. 

 The delay in refunds: The delays often force traders to resort to human interfaces, a practice 

that is a slippery slope towards bribery. 

 No clear defining of the role of the Niti Aayog, which as of now does not have any powers to 

take financial decisions. 

 Conflict between the original Seventh Schedule and the use of Article 282 to initiate a large 

number of Centrally Sponsored Schemes: There are 211 CSSs on which the government spends 

over Rs 3.32 lakh annually. Article 282 comes under the category of something called the 

miscellaneous provisions. It was to be used under exceptional circumstances. But exception 

became the rule and Centrally Sponsored Schemes proliferated under Article 282. 

 Prioritizing "political expediencies" over "constitutional misgivings" has ensured that the states 

haven't complained against such "transgressions". 

 Off-budget borrowingsby boththe Centre and the states to side-step financial reporting 

requirements. 

 Tax buoyancy: While the direct tax buoyancy seemed to be doing well, it was the indirect tax 
buoyancy that worries. Higher tax rates do not automatically imply high tax collections or tax-

buoyancy.  

Way forward 

 Simplifying GST 

 Improve the quality of GST compliance, fixation of rate structure, reducing the 
cumbersome compliance procedures, minimise the cost of compliance to improve 

collection. 

 The concept of input tax credit also needs to be better explained, and its rules clarified, 

even standardized at some point. 
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 The symmetry in the working of the GST Council and the Finance Commission for better ways 

to monitor, scrutinize and optimize revenue outcomes. 

 Rationalization of centrally-sponsored schemes to reduce the burden on central government. 

 Restructuring GST Council: It needs restructuring in terms of what is good, not only in terms of 

the negotiating strengths of one state versus the other but also in the realm of fiscal federalism. 

 Need to rethink the fiscal partnerships to catapult growth, and not look at it merely as a way to 

garner more revenue from a particular state. 

 Fresh look at Schedule 7 of the Constitution that assigns lawmaking powers on various subjects 

to Central and state governments. 

The purpose of the Inter-State Council is to bring about greater coherence not necessarily for conflict 

resolution but for a greater congruence and coordination between the centre and States. There should 

be a mechanism by which GST Council and Finance Commission can coordinate. 

Tax Buoyancy 

 It is calculated by dividing change in tax collection with GDP growth. 

 A tax is said to be buoyant if the tax revenues increase more than proportionately in response to 

a rise in national income or output. 

 A tax is buoyant when revenues increase by more than, say, 1 per cent for a 1 per cent increase 

in GDP. 

 Usually, tax elasticity is considered a better indicator to measure tax responsiveness. 

 Tax buoyancy in direct taxes has witnessed a consistent increase from 0.81 in 2015-16 to 1.22 in 

2016-17 and to 1.90 in 2017-18. This has been primarily on account of demonetisation in 2016 

and implementation of GST in 2017. 

consumer expenditure survey 

Why in News? 

 The government has decided to scrap the National Statistical Office’s (NSO’s) consumer 

expenditure survey conducted in 2017-18 over “data quality”. 

 The ministry is separately examining the feasibility of conducting the next consumer 

expenditure survey in 2020-21 and 2021-22 after incorporating all data quality refinements in 

the survey process  

 The findings of the report, published by few media, showed consumer spending falling for the 

first time in over four decades in 2017-18. The government has, however, termed it a “draft” 

report. 

About survey: 

 The National Statistical Office (NSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 

carried out an all-India survey on household consumption expenditure in the 75th round during 

the period July 2017 to June 2018. 
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 The Consumer Expenditure Survey (CES) is usually conducted at quinquennial intervals and the 

last survey on consumer expenditure was conducted in the 68th round (July 2011 to June 2012). 

 The NSS Consumer Expenditure Survey generates estimates of household Monthly Per Capita 

Consumer Expenditure (MPCE) and the distribution of households and persons over the MPCE 

classes. 

 It is designed to collect information regarding expenditure on consumption of goods and 

services (food and non-food) consumed by households. 

 The results, after release, are also used for rebasing of the GDP and other macro-economic 

indicators. 

Why government scraps it? 

 The survey has posited that the data revealed a decline in the MPCE, making it the first such 

drop since 1972-73. 

 In real terms (adjusted for inflation) the MPCE slid by 3.7% from ₹1,501 in 2011-2012 to ₹1,446 

in 2017-2018. While the inflation-adjusted consumption expenditure in rural areas declined by 

8.8% over the six-year period, urban households reported a marginal 2% increase, the media 

reports showed. 

 The government, in its November 15 statement clarifying the official position, said the survey 

results had been reviewed. 

 The Ministry said, “It was noted that there was a significant increase in the divergence in not 

only the levels in the consumption pattern but also the direction of the change when compared 

to the other administrative data sources like the actual production of goods and services.” The 

government added, “Concerns were also raised about the ability/sensitivity of the survey 

instrument to capture consumption of social services by households especially on health and 

education. 

 The matter was thus referred to a committee of experts which noted the discrepancies and 

came out with several recommendations including a refinement in the survey methodology.” 

 Economists have questioned the government’s contention on ‘data quality’ and pointed to other 

macro-economic indicators including data from the NSSO’s Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), 

released in May, that clearly revealed a decline in employment and stagnation in wage levels. 

 And the Centre’s own GDP estimates from the April-June quarter of the current fiscal year had 

shown that private final consumption expenditure, the mainstay of demand in the economy, 

had slumped to an 18-quarter low. 

Wage code Bill 2019 

Why in News? 

The Rajya Sabha,has  passed the Code on Wages Bill, 2019, which allows the Centre to set a minimum 

statutory wage, a move expected to benefit 500 million workers across the country. 

Key Provisions of the Bill 
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 The bill aims to transform the old and obsolete labour laws into more accountable and 

transparent ones and seeks to pave the way for the introduction of minimum wages and labour 

reforms in the country. 

 It regulates the wages and bonus payments in all employments where any industry, trade, 

business, or manufacturing is being carried out. 

 The bill subsumes the following four labour laws: 

 The Payment of Wages Act, 1936 

 The Minimum Wages Act, 1948 

 The Payment of Bonus Act, 1965 

 The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976. 

 It universalizes the provisions of minimum wages and timely payment of wages to all 

employees irrespective of the sector and wage ceiling and seeks to ensure "Right to Sustenance" 

for every worker and intends to increase the legislative protection of minimum wage. 

 It has been ensured in the bill that employees getting monthly salary shall get the salary by 

7th of next month, those working on a weekly basis shall get the salary on the last day of the 

week and daily wagers should get it on the same day. 

 The provisions of the bill will apply to all the employees. 

 At present, the provisions of both the Minimum Wages Act and Payment of Wages Act 

apply on workers below a particular wage ceiling working in Scheduled Employments only. 

 Many unorganized sector workers like agricultural workers, painters, persons working in 

restaurants and dhabas, chowkidars, etc. who were out of the ambit of minimum wages 

will get legislative protection of minimum wages after the bill becomes an Act. 

 The Central Government is empowered to fix the floor wages by taking into account the living 

standards of workers. It may set different floor wages for different geographical areas. 

 The minimum wages decided by the central or state governments must be higher than 
the floor wage. 

 it simplifies the methodology to fix minimum wage by doing away with the “type of 

employment” as one criterion. The minimum wage fixation would primarily be based on 

geography and skills. 

 In order to ensure transparency and accountability, the bill seeks to reform the inspection 

regime by introducing web based random computerised inspection scheme, jurisdiction-free 

inspections, calling of information electronically, the composition of fines, etc. 

 To streamline the claims of workers, the limitation period for filing claims for minimum wages, 

bonus, equal remuneration has been raised to 3 years. 

 It prohibits gender discrimination in matters related to wages and recruitment of employees for 

the same work or work of similar nature. 

Challenges ahead: 
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 The Indian government has chosen to increase minimum wages and push costs to businesses. 

The Centre will set standards and define minimum wages across industry, including for small 

businesses. 

 Given our diversity, this will not be easy. 

 Beyond the complications that such calculations bring, the government must grapple with costs 

and requirements changing significantly across the country, from the low-wage economy of 

Tripura to highly labour scarce areas like Kerala. 

 It must also address questions on what constitutes fair wage and what defines a living wage. 

 In India, small and unorganized businesses employ more than 90% of the workforce, an 

estimated 500 million people. This may lead to the threat of harassment from labour officials. 

 50% of the workforce is self-employed. Nearly 30% work on a causal basis, approaching the 

labour market in bursts and spurts. The new code therefore will actually only work for 20% of 

the total workforce. Even within this, more than half belong to very small enterprises that hire 

between one and five people. Making these tiny enterprises comply with new laws is, in any 

case, a tall order. 

Need of the hour: 

A single mandate on minimum wages will not be enough to tackle inequality. There are two other ideas 

that could possibly be introduced to address some of India’s persistent economic woes: 

 Phelps idea of wage subsidies: Rather than state governments like Gujarat, Maharashtra, 

Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka mandating jobs quota for locals, they could actually provide 

wage support to companies, thus incentivising investment and local hiring, while keeping wage 

bills low for firms operating in competitive environments. 

 The other idea comes from the labour ministry panel that had suggested a  ₹1,430 housing 

allowance for city-based workers. This would allow for labour mobility and address the housing 

concern. 

PSB Bank merger – an idea for better policy governance 

Why in News? 

On 30th August 2019, finance minister Mrs. Nirmala Sitaraman announced the merging of 10 public 

sector banks into 4 major banks. 

Banks to be merged: 

 Punjab National Bank + Oriental Bank of Commerce + United Bank of India 

 Canara Bank + Syndicate Bank  

 Union Bank + Andhra Bank + Corporation Bank  

 Indian Bank + Allahabad Bank 

Benefits of the Bank merger scheme: 
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 These banks are merged based on the operating efficiencies, better usage of equity and their 

technological platforms. 

 The bank merger aims at improving the financial health and increasing their lending capacity to 

support the economic growth. 

 Combining weaker banks (based on their balance sheets) with the stronger ones helps to reduce 

the risk that weak ones are going through. 

   Merging with the strong banks will help to transfer better management practices with the 

weak banks so that these banks run successfully. 

Mega shopping Festivals 

Why in News? 

 Finance Minister announced an annual “mega shopping festival” in four cities by March 2020 as 

a measure to reverse a deepening economic downturn. 

 The festival is expected to follow the model of Dubai’s annual shopping festival, which is famous 

for the heavy discounts offered by retailers in the city on popular brands across sectors. 

 India’s own mega shopping festival will have different themes in each of the four cities (to be 

decided) and is expected to focus on sectors like gems and jewellery, yoga, tourism and 

textiles and leather. 

 The government plans to give a booster shot to exports of micro, small and medium 

enterprises (MSMEs) through this festival, which is expected to be a potential showcase of the 

products that India has to offer in the specified themes. 

 While enterprises are optimistic about such festival, India will have to ensure it is able to 

compete with the likes of Dubai, Singapore and Hong Kong if it plans to become the preferred 

shopping destination of tourists. 

Social stock exchanges 

Why in News? 

 SEBI has constituted a working group on Social Stock Exchanges (SSE) under the chairmanship of 

Ishaat Hussain 

 The working group shall examine and make recommendations with respect to possible 

structures and mechanisms, within the securities market domain, to facilitate the raising of 

funds by social enterprises and voluntary organizations  

 In 2019-20 Union Budget, Finance Minister had proposed a social stock exchangewithin the 

ambit of SEBI, for social enterprises and voluntary organisations working for social welfare to 

help them raise capital through debt, equity and mutual fund. 

 A social stock exchange, broadly, is understood as a platform that allows investors to buy shares 

in a social enterprise that has been vetted by the exchange. 

 In London, similar type of platform acts more as a directory connecting social enterprises with 

potential investors. 
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 While in Canada the SVX is an online platform where even retail investors can invest in funds or 

companies with social impact. 

RBI places Lakshmi Vilas Bank under PCA 

In news: 

 The Reserve Bank of India has placed the Laxmi Vilas bank under its prompt corrective action 

(PCA) framework. •  

 Under PCA, banks are mandated to cut lending to corporates and focus on reducing the 

concentration of loans to certain sectors. 

 They are also restricted from opening new branches and paying dividends. 

Facebook to invest in tech start-ups in India 

In News: 

 Facebook will make substantial investments in technology start-ups in India. 

 Around 1.95 start-ups are getting registered every hour in the country.  

 There are 22,895 registered start-ups in the country as per the records till September 2019. 

 Around 45 per cent of start-ups have come from tier-2 and tier-3 cities. 

 About 9 to 10 per cent start-ups have women as founders. 

UAE tops in investments by non-residents 

In News: 

According to the Reserve Bank of India’s, ‘Survey of Foreign Liabilities and Assets of Mutual Fund 

Companies, 2018-19’, Non-residents’ (NRIs’) investments in Indian mutual funds are up by nearly a 

tenth and is now approaching Rs 1 trillion.  

 The UAE, the UK and the US were the largest investors together accounting for one-third of the MF 

units. 

8.65% interest rate for EPFO members 

In News: 

 Government has approved 8.65% interest rate on deposits in Employees Provident Fund for 

2018-19. 

 Ministry of Labour and Employment has notified 8.65% rate of interest on EPF deposits for its 

over six crore subscribers.  

 The EPFO has been settling EPF withdrawal claims at 8.55% interest rate, approved for 2017-18. 

 Now, the EPFO will settle accounts on higher rate of 8.65% for 2018-19. 
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RBI increases banks' loan exposure limit 

In News: 

 The RBI increased loan exposure limit of banks to a single Non-Banking Financial Company 

(NBFC) - excluding gold loan companies - from 15% to 20% of its capital base. 

 This move will help increase credit supply to the crisis-ridden shadow banking sector. 

 NBFC are establishments that provide financial services and banking facilities without meeting 

the legal definition of a Bank. 

Standard Chartered launched DigiSmart card 

In News: 

 Standard Chartered Bank has launched a DigiSmart credit card that is focussed on millennials. 

 The card is available for a monthly fee of ₹49, which will, however, be waived off if the 

customer spends more than ₹5,000 in the previous month.  

 In the initial phase, Standard Chartered has partnered with marquee brands such as Myntra, 

Grofers, Yatra, Zomato, Ola and INOX. 

NPCI caps BHIM UPI discount rate 

In News: 

 To drive digital payments in both small and large merchants’ transactions, the National 

Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) said the BHIM UPI merchant discount rate (MDR) for large 

ticket transactions has been capped at a maximum of Rs 100 and made zero at offline 

merchants for transactions up to Rs 100.  

 Currently, MDR is capped at 0.25% for transactions up to Rs 2000. 

B K Modi launched OCI investment platform 

In News: 

 Businessman B K Modi announced the setting of an Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) Investment 

Forum with a proposed fund size of $100 billion. 

 As its first project, the OCI investor forum will undertake investment in the region of Kashmir 

to develop 100 Global Wellness Hotels in Kashmir.  

 Other key sectors of investment will include healthcare, real estate and education. 

Mini Conclave Of First  J&K  Investor Summit2019 

In News: 
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 After abrogation of Article 370 and 35A, the Mini Conclave of First Jammu and Kashmir Investor 

Summit-2019 is held in Leh. 

 Addressing the investors, the Jammu and Kashmir Industries & Commerce Principal Secretary 

Navin Kumar Choudhary said the latest political developments are meant for rapid development 

in the state. 

Great Ganga Run-2019 

In News: 

 To connect people with water and spread awareness, Ministry of Jal Shakti organised  'the great 

ganga run' in New Delhi. 

 Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat and Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju flagged off Great 

Ganga Run-2019 at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in New Delhi. 

RBI mandates internal ombudsman by large non-bank digital wallets 

 The RBI has mandated the creation of an internal ombudsman by non-bank issuers of prepaid 

payments wallets.  

 Only issuers with more than 10 million (1 crore) prepaid payments instruments outstanding 

will be covered by this directive. Thus major digital wallet providers such Amazon Pay, 

Mobikwik or PhonePe are likely to fall under this ambit. 

 Some major issuers such as Paytm which has a payments bank license will be covered by the 

banking ombudsman instead.  

 The RBI’s objective is create swift and cost-effective mechanism for grievance redressal and 

create an additional tier for resolving complaints. The Central Bank is set to issue detailed 

instructions in this regard on 15th October 2019.  

 The new internal ombudsman proposed by the RBI is likely to help providers and customers 

resolve complaints internal. 

SBI becomes first Indian bank to have office in Australia's Victoria 

 The State Bank of India becoming the first Indian bank to have a branch in the Australian state of 

Victoria.  

 The Melbourne office will assist the growing trade and investment relations between Victoria 

and India and is the outcome of the state’s 10-year India Strategy – our shared future . 

 According to official figures, the two-way merchandise trade between Victoria and India was to 

the tune of 1.76 billion Australian dollars in 2018. 

World Bank Loan to support smallholder farmers in Odisha 

 The Central Government, Odisha government and the World Bank signed a loan agreement 

worth $165 million to support smallholder farmers in the state.  
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 The project "The Odisha Integrated Irrigation Project for Climate Resilient Agriculture" will be 

implemented in Odisha's rural areas which are vulnerable to droughts and largely dependent on 

rainfed agriculture.  

 It will benefit about 125,000 smallholder farmer households from 15 districts of Odisha 

managing 128,000 hectares of agricultural land.  

 The project will strengthen the resilience of smallholder farmers against adverse climate by 

improving access to resilient seed varieties and production technologies, diversifying towards 

more climate-resilient crops, and improving access to better water management and irrigation 

services.  

 The project in Odisha is among several such initiatives supported by the government in our 

commitment to achieve the sustainable agriculture-related targets of the SDGs by 2030. 

I-SERV  

 Bajaj Allianz Life launches video calling service ‘i-SERV’ to enhance customer service 

experience. 

 Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance has taken yet another step towards digital disruption by launching i-

SERV, a first-of-its-kind video calling service within the life insurance industry.  

 i-SERV is designed to enhance the customer experience and provide swift resolutions to their 

queries.  

 A tablet-enabled service, with both voice and video facility, i-SERV offers a wide range of 

services and covers almost all the transactions currently offered at a branch physically. This 

service is available to customers across 125 Bajaj Allianz Life branches in 112 cities. 

Express FD 

 Private sector lender Axis Bank, announced the launch of a digital fixed-deposit product. 

Called ‘Express FD’, a customer can open an Express FD account in three minutes through the 

digital mode without opening a savings account with the bank.  

 The new Express FD account offers attractive interest rates, zero issuance fees and no penalty 

on premature withdrawal (up to 25% of the amount).  

 With the use of net-banking, debit card or via UPI (Unified Payments Interface)- an instant real-

time payment system, a customer can deposit the fund in Express FD account. 

Shubh Loans 

 Fintech start-up Shubh Loans has received a licence from the Reserve Bank of India to set up a 

nonbanking financial company.  

 The company said the licence has been received through the subsidiary -- Ekagrata -- of its 

parent company Datasigns Technologies.  

 Shubh Loans has already raised series A2 funding of Rs.34 crore ($4.8 million) from Omidyar 

Network India. Shubh Loans, which is fast changing the way loans are disbursed and making 
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credit accessibility easier, is set to implement NBFC compliant frameworks and governance 

processes. 

Twitter to ban all political advertising  

 Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey announced that the company will soon ban all political advertisements 

on the platform globally. That decision provides a stark contrast to Facebook and its CEO Mark 

Zuckerberg, who has spent recent weeks defending his decision to allow political ads of all kinds 

on its platform—even ones that contain falsehoods.  

 While internet advertising is incredibly powerful and very effective for commercial advertisers, 

that power brings significant risks to politics, where it can be used to influence votes to affect 

the lives of millions.  

 The new policy applies to political candidates as well as advertising around political issues, but 

will include exceptions for things like voter registration. The company plans to reveal a detailed 

version of the policy on November 15, and it will go into effect on November 22. 

Blockchain to digitise tea marketing  

 The Tea Board of India is keen to harness latest technologies such as blockchain to help end-

consumers track the supply chain of tea of Indian origin, by digitising Indian tea marketing 

channels.  

 The industry regulator has invited expressions of interest for designing, developing and 

commissioning of an end-to-end technology to ensure traceability through the integration of 

various online systems. Blockchain involves storing digital information (blocks) in a public 

database (the chain).  

 It is facing challenges in terms of oversupply, quality concerns, low price realisation, tight global 

demand, and non-remunerative prices for small growers, who now account for bulk of the tea 

crop.  

 India is currently the world’s second largest tea producer and the fourth largest exporter.  

 Harnessing technologies like blockchain, existing systems are to be converted into a ‘ring fenced’ 

electronic environment capturing the entire details of supply chain — from procurement of raw 

materials to the disposal of made teas to the primary buyers through auction,  

 This system will be able to enhance visibility of the quality of Indian origin tea to consumers, 

thereby enhancing price realisation. 

Venmo credit card 

 PayPal Holdings Inc. plans to roll out a Venmo credit card next year as the online-payments 

giant looks for new ways to monetize the popular peer-to-peer money-transfer platform.  

 Venmo cardholders will be able to deal with all aspects of their cards from within the Venmo 

app, providing a “native in-app experience” for users who are used to checking that app on a 

routine basis. 
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Revised Framework On Currency Swap Arrangement For SAARC Countries 

In News: 

 The Reserve Bank of India, with the concurrence of the Government of India, has decided to put 

in place a revised Framework on Currency Swap Arrangement for SAARC countries 2019-2022, 

to further financial stability and economic cooperation within the SAARC region.  

 The Framework is valid from November 14, 2019 to November 13, 2022. Based on the terms 

and conditions of the Framework, the RBI would enter into bilateral swap agreements with 

SAARC central banks, who want to avail swap facility.  

 The SAARC Currency Swap Facility came into operation on November 15, 2012 with an 

intention to provide a backstop line of funding for short term foreign exchange liquidity 

requirements or balance of payment crises till longer term arrangements are made.  

 Under the Framework for 2019-22, RBI will continue to offer swap arrangement within the 

overall corpus of US $ Two billion.  

 The drawals can be made in US Dollar, Euro or Indian Rupee. The Framework provides certain 

concessions for swap drawals in Indian Rupee.  

 The Currency Swap Facility will be available to all SAARC member countries, subject to their 

signing the bilateral swap agreements. 

Chennai-Kanyakumari Industrial Corridor power links 

In News 

 Asian Development Bank will provide a $451 million (about Rs 3,200 crore) loan to strengthen 

power connectivity between the southern and northern parts of the Chennai-Kanyakumari 

Industrial Corridor (CKIC) in Tamil Nadu.  

 The total cost of the project is $653.5 million, of which the government will provide $202.5 

million. 

 The estimated completion date is the end of 2024. 

 The project will help promote economic development by delivering a more reliable and 

competitive power supply for industry and services in the state, which will in turn spur jobs and 

improve livelihoods. 

 The project will establish an extra-high voltage 765-kilovolt (kV) transmission link to transfer 

the 9,000 MW of extra capacity from Virudhunagar in the southern CKIC northwards to 

Coimbatore, a major industrial center, and Chennai.  

 The project includes construction of a 400-kV network to pool power generated at renewable 

and thermal power plants in Thoothukudi district to Virudhunagar. 

Maha Loan Dhamaka 

In News 
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 ICICI Bank announced the launch of ‘Maha Loan Dhamaka’, an initiative to provide a bouquet 

of on-the-spot loan approvals and exclusive manufacturer-led offers including Hyundai Motors 

India Ltd. in semi urban and rural locations, and at large corporate premises to individuals, 

including non-customers of the Bank.  

 The Bank will host around 2000 such ‘Maha Loan’ camps across the country by end of March 

2020. 

 The Bank provides a comprehensive bouquet of exciting offerings and special packages on two 

and four wheelers, trucks, farming equipment and tractors, personal loan, gold loan and Kisan 

Credit Card at the ‘Maha Loan Dhamaka’.  

 These ‘Maha Loan’ camps are one-stop shops for people from the surrounding towns/ villages 

to access the entire range of the Bank’s tailormade products and services. In large corporate 

premises, the Bank offers instant approvals for loans---home, personal, two and four wheeler—

and credit cards. 

Exim Bank gives USD 30 mn line of credit to Ghana 

In News 

 The Export-Import (Exim) Bank has provided a USD 30 million line of credit to Ghana for potable 

water project in the country.  

 Exim Bank has entered into an agreement with Ghana for a line of credit (LoC) of USD 30 million 

(about Rs 210 crore) for financing rehabilitation and up-gradation of potable water system in 

Yendi, Ghana.  

 Under the arrangement, financing of export of eligible goods, works and services from India 

would be allowed subject to their being eligible for export under the Foreign Trade Policy of 

India and whose purchase may be agreed to be financed by the Exim Bank.  

 Out of the total credit by Exim Bank under the agreement, goods, works and services of the 

value of at least 75 per cent of the contract price shall be supplied by the seller from India and 

the remaining 25 per cent of goods and services may be procured by the seller for the purpose 

of eligible contract from outside India  

 Under the LoC, the terminal utilisation period is 60 months after the scheduled completion 

date of the project. 

Farmitra App 

In News 

 Bajaj Allianz General Insurance, the private general insurer launched industry’s first mobile app 

‘Farmitra’ catering to the specific needs of farmers.  

 Through this app, farmers will not only get insurance solutions, but also a range of other 

information and advisories which will cater to their day to day farming needs.  
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 Users of this app can see regular weather forecast specific to their area, advisories customized 

as per the selected crops, market price of crops, news related to agriculture developments and 

also a locator for seed/soil testing labs, fertilizer dealers, Cold Storage around the area.  

 In terms of insurance, users can access the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) portal 

to buy crop insurance, check their application status, register claims and reach out to program 

coordinators. They can also buy Motor and Health insurance policies offered by the Company.  

 This app is user friendly wherein all one needs to do is register mentioning their state, block, 

area of farm land, crops and other relevant details. Through this information, all the above 

mentioned features will then be customized in the region specific language as per the crop 

chosen and geographical area selected.  

 Farmitra will also act as a portal for farmers enrolled with Bajaj Allianz General Insurance to get 

a single view of their policies and get claim support. 

OECD Cuts Global Growth to 2.9% in 2020 

In News  

 The world economy is projected to grow by a decade-low 2.9 percent this year and 2020, the 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) said in its latest Economic 

Outlook.  

 Also, OECD sees the global economic growth edging back up to 3% in 2021, 

Intel Partners With MediaTek to Bring 5G Support to Laptops. 

In News 

 MediaTek is partnering with Intel, the Taiwanese chipmaker.  

 Dell and HP are expected to be among the first original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) to 

deliver laptops powered by Intel and MediaTek's 5G solution.  

 The first rollout of devices is expected for early 2021. 

 Through this partnership, Intel has been working with MediaTek on the 5G solution for 

deployment in key consumer and commercial laptop segments.  

 MediaTek is developing the 5G modem and working with partners to manufacture the solution.  

 Intel's partnership with MediaTek brings together industry leaders with deep engineering, 

system integration and connectivity expertise to deliver 5G experiences on the next generation 

of the world's best PCs. 

Institute for Financial Management 

In News 

 The Indian Railway Institute of Financial Management (IRIFM) has been set up in Hyderabad.  
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 The new entity, set up to impart professional training in management of railway finances, was 

formally inaugurated by Vinod Kumar Yadav, Chairman, Railway Board, on a 14-acre campus 

at Moula-Ali, Secunderabad.  

 The project was conceived and constructed by Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL) at a cost of Rs 85 

crore. IIRFM marks an important addition to the list of premier professional institutions in the 

country in the field of financial management in Indian Railways.  

 The ensuing batch of probationers belonging to Indian Railway Accounts Service (IRAS) will have 

the opportunity to get trained. 

India's first institute to offer blockchain powered certificates  

In News 

 Digital Gurukul awarded Asia's best digital marketing institute from Indore partnered with 

Germany based company - Certif-ID to issue blockchain powered Certificates to its students - a 

feat that has yet to be achieved by any other digital institutes in India, and among the very few 

to have taken this disruptive step globally. 

 The rollout of the diplomas on the blockchain will allow the students of Digital Gurukul and 

their prospective employers to access the diploma from any geographical location, without 

any need to send or present physical certificates.  

 All students graduating from Digital Gurukul will now be able to share the credential of their 

diplomas with future employers and higher education institutions around the world without any 

hassle. 

Sona 1.5 

In News: 

 The modern railway coach factory is establishing new dimensions in the field of modernity. A 

humanoid robot 'Sona 1.5' is a full-service robot made in India which can be used to transport 

documents from one place to another in the modern railway coach factory.  

 The humanoid robot 'Sona 1.5', built by Najavunjpavad Jaipur, was tested.  

 It is the first robot in the world with human-like spine technology due to which they are able to 

balance. The design of Sona 1.5 is much more unique than the current robot designs.  

 This robot is based on navigation and mapping and due to which it is much better than other 

robots. 

MELPL – Visionary Indo – French Collaboration (Largest FDI Project of Railways)  

In News: 

 Indian Railways has entered into Procurement cum Maintenance Agreement with Madhepura 

Electric Locomotive Pvt. Ltd. (MELPL), a joint venture of Indian Railways and M/s Alstom.  
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 As part of largest Foreign Direct Investment project of Indian Railways, Ministry of Railways and 

Alstom came together in 2015 to transform the heavy freight transportation landscape of the 

country.  

 A landmark agreement worth 3.5 billion Euro was signed to manufacture 800 electric 

locomotives for freight service and its associated maintenance.  

 The new design of locomotive has been inspected by RDSO at Madhepura factory and cleared 

for dispatch from factory.  

 This is the first time such High Horse Power locomotive is being tested on Broad Gauge 

network in the World by any Railways. 

National Infrastructure Pipeline 

Why In News? 

Finance Minister has released Report of the Task Force on National Infrastructure Pipeline for 2019-

2025. She has unveiled a 102 lakh crore project which is in accordance with the government’s vision to 

make India a $5 trillion economy by 2024-25. 

About NIP: 

 It is estimated that India would need to spend $4.5 trillion on infrastructure by 2030 to sustain 

its growth rate. 

 The endeavor of the National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) is to make this happen in an efficient 

manner. 

 These projects are on top of Rs 51 lakh crore spent by the Centre and the states during the last 

six years and the new pipeline consists of 39 per cent projects each by the Centre and states and 

the balance by 22 per cent by private sector. 

Benefits of National Infrastructure Pipeline: 

 Well-planned NIP will enable more infra projects, grow businesses, creates job, improve ease of 

living and provide equitable access to infrastructure for all, making growth more inclusive. 

 Well- developed infrastructure enhances level of economic activity, creates additional fiscal 

space by improving revenue base of the government, and ensures quality of expenditure 

focussed in productive areas. 

 Provides better view of project supply, provides time to be better prepared for project bidding, 

reduces aggressive bids/failure in project delivery, ensures enhanced access to sources of 

finance as a result of increased investor confidence. 

Features of National Infrastructure Pipeline: 

 To achieve this objective, a Task Force has been constituted to draw up the National 

Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) for each of the years from FY 2019-20 to FY 2024-25 with the 

approval of the Finance Minister. 
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 The Task Force is chaired by Secretary, DEA with CEO (NITI Aayog), Secretary (Expenditure), 

Secretary of the Administrative Ministries, and Additional Secretary (Investments), DEA as 

members and Joint Secretary (IPF), DEA as Member Secretary. 

 Total project capital expenditure in infrastructure sectors in India during the fiscals 2020 to 2025 

is projected at over Rs 102 lakh crore. 

Sector-wise: 

 According to the Task Force, Government has planned to increase participation of private sector 

in freight traffic. It will add 30% of net cargo by 2025 and will increase private trains to 500. 

 Irrigation and rural infrastructure projects would account for 7 lakh crore each. 3.07 lakh crore 

would be spent on industrial infrastructure. Agriculture and social infrastructure would account 

for the rest. 

 Road projects will account for 63 lakh crore while another ?13.68 lakh crore would be for 

railway projects. 

 Port projects would see spending of 1 lakh crore and airports another ?43 lakh crore. 16.29 lakh 

crore would be spent on urban infrastructure and 3.2 lakh crore in telecom projects. 

 According to the sector-wise break-up of projects made available by the Finance Ministry, 54 

lakh crore investment will flow in the energy sector, and of that 11.7 lakh crore would be in just 

the power sector. 

 42 lakh crore NIP projects which are in the implementation stage now include expressways, 

national gas grid and PMAY-G. 

Extra Neutral Alcohol (ENA) 

In News 

 Anticipating shortage of domestic supplies, Alcohol manufacturers have sought a reduction in 

import duty to make it cost-effective for them to import Extra Neutral Alcohol from global 

markets.  

 Extra Neutral Alcohol (ENA) is the primary raw material for making alcoholic beverages. It is a 

colourless food-grade alcohol that does not have any impurities.  

 It has a neutral smell and taste, and typically contains over 95 per cent alcohol by volume.  

 It is derived from different sources — sugarcane molasses and grains — and is used in the 

production of alcoholic beverages such as whisky, vodka, gin, cane, liqueurs, and alcoholic fruit 

beverages.  

 ENA also serves as an essential ingredient in the manufacture of cosmetics and personal care 

products such as perfumes, toiletries, hair spray, etc. 

 Given its properties as a good solvent, ENA also finds industrial use and is utilised in the 

production of some lacquers, paints and ink for the printing industry, as well as in 

pharmaceutical products such as antiseptics, drugs, syrups, medicated sprays.  

 Like ethanol, ENA is a byproduct of the sugar industry, and is formed from molasses that are a 

residue of sugarcane processing. 
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Operation Twist 

Why in News? 

The Reserve Bank of India has announced that it will carry out US-style ‘Operation Twist’ to bring down 

interest rates. 

Key Points 

 RBI will conduct simultaneous purchase and sale of government securities under Open Market 

Operations (OMO) for ₹10,000 crore each. 

 It will purchase the longer-term maturities (i.e government bonds maturing in 2029), and 

simultaneously sell the shorter duration ones (i.e. short-term bonds maturing in 2020). 

 The eligible participants can bid or submit offers in electronic format on RBI’s Core Banking 

Solution (E-Kuber). 

Operation Twist 

 ‘Operation Twist’ is when the central bank uses the proceeds from the sale of short-term 

securities to buy long-term government debt papers, leading to easing of interest rates on the 

long term papers. 

 Operation Twist first appeared in 1961 as a way to strengthen the U.S. dollar and stimulate cash 

flow into the economy. 

 In June 2012, Operation Twist was so effective that the yield on the 10-year U.S. Treasury 

dropped to a 200-year low. 

Open Market Operations 

 Open Market Operations (OMO) is one of the quantitative (to regulate or control the total 

volume of money) monetary policy tools which is employed by the central bank of a country 

to control the money supply in the economy. 

 OMOs are conducted by the RBI by way of sale or purchase of government securities (g-secs) to 

adjust money supply conditions. 

 The central bank sells g-secs to remove liquidity from the system and buys back g-secs to 

infuse liquidity into the system. 

 These operations are often conducted on a day-to-day basis in a manner that balances inflation 

while helping banks continue to lend. 

 RBI carries out the OMO through commercial banks and does not directly deal with the public. 

 The RBI uses OMO along with other monetary policy tools such as repo rate, cash reserve ratio 

and statutory liquidity ratio to adjust the quantum and price of money in the system. 

Benefits 
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 This simultaneous purchase and sale will bring down interest on long term loans which can lead 

to increase in economic spending. 

 OMOs are primarily done to maintain ample liquidity in the system, which reflects that the RBI is 

keen that banks should transmit lower rates to borrowers. 

 The action of Operation Twist by the RBI is encouraging for the market. This step may become 

a driving factor for long-term economic activity and the addition of new investment stock. 

Digitalization of Land Record 

Why in news? 

 Recently, Ministry of Rural Development informed that about 90 per cent of villages in India have 

computerised the Records of Right (RoR) and about 53 per cent of survey maps showing boundaries and 

ownership of land have been digitised. 

Land ownership in India  

 Land title is a document that determines the ownership of land or an immovable property. 

Having a clear land title protects the rights of the title holder against other claims made by 

anyone else to the property.  

 In India, land ownership is determined through various records such as sale deeds that are 

registered, property tax documents, government survey records, etc.  

 However, land titles in India are unclear due to various reasons such as legacy issues of the 

zamindari system, lack of unified legal framework to implement policies between centre and 

state (land is a state subject) and poor administration of land records.  

 This has led to several legal disputes related to land ownership, and affected the agriculture and 

real estate sectors and have highlighted the importance of having clear land titles, and a well 

organised digital land records system. 

The objective of the programme DILRMP 

 To streamline and reduce the scope of land and property disputes, thereby improving 

transparency in the maintenance of land records. 

 Digitization of land records was introduced to computerize all land records including mutations, 

improve transparency in the land records maintenance system, digitize maps and survey, update 

all settlement records and minimizes the scope of land disputes. 

Advantages of digitization: 

 Modernize management of land records, minimize scope of land/property disputes, enhance 

transparency in the land records maintenance system, and facilitate moving eventually towards 

guaranteed conclusive titles to immovable properties in the country.  

 Transparency brought through digitization of land records will make it difficult for the general 

public to evade property tax. 
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 Planning of industrialization and smart cities by the government will become easier. 

 The government’s initiation towards digitization will not only speed up the process of land 

acquisition but will also help in building up of local revenues through property tax billing and 

collection and also by providing conclusive titles to land owners. 

 RERA has taken up the initiative of being transparent about real estate projects 

 Development of infrastructure to support national growth will also require litigation-free land 

for commercial and residential use. 

 Greater ease of doing business in the sector, by making it simpler for the developers and buyers 

to check the authenticity of the land or the property. 

 Digitisation of land and property records will also directly boost the government’s Digital India 

mission. 

 A complete computerised compilation of land data, starting from the original owner to the 

present status of land, including an image of the property and the landowner for identification 

purposes, will reveal the total area of land owned by a person. 

 For home buyers, digitisation will offer the correct details of the owner of a particular property. 

The buyer can also check if the land is under litigation. If a buyer wants to buy a property from a 

developer, he or she can check if the building has adhered to all the regulations. 

Role of states government in implementation of digitization process. 

 Karnataka was the first state in India to computerize land records under the “Bhoomi 

Project” followed by Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu in the year 2001. By the year 2007, the 

three states had their village property records computerized. 

 The Rajasthan legislature passed the Rajasthan Urban Land (Certification of Titles) Act. This law 

ensures that the state government is a guarantor for land titles in Rajasthan, and will provide 

compensation in case of issues of defective title. The guarantee is based on certification 

provided by the Urban Land Title Certification Authority, which will verify ownership of any 

property for a fee. 

 Andhra Pradesh: - Its state government has tied up with a Swedish firm to use new block chain 

technology to prevent property fraud. As in all other trades, block chain will allow participants in 

a distributed ledger to check the ownership of a land parcel. 

Reasons for slow pace in implementation of DILRMP 

 Many states still do not have the means to survey lands. Some lands have not been surveyed for 

more than 100 years. 

 Though the government wants complete digitization of land records, due to lack of clear and 

sufficient data and mismanagement between the various agencies handling land records, the 

data registered at various government levels (e.g. village and district) is not identical. 

 Various types of information like property maps and sale deeds are maintained by different 

departments at the village level. Most of the times, these departments work in silo and lack 

training on digital access. 
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Way forward: 

 An online or digital record department could also be established for the betterment of online 

land records maintenance. 

 This could also be outsourced to third parties who can assist in the maintenance. States can 

also consult and take feedback from developers on the main topics of sourcing, tracking, 

executing various land records. 

 This will enhance people’s trust in the real estate business, where the land records going digital 

will lead to transparency and reduce time in document procurement. 

 Registered property title documents should be provided by the government as evidence of 

ownership to support the real estate industry through faster transactions and completion of 

projects. 

 The government should ensure that the existing land records should be free of any 

encumbrances. It must include the site plans, exact location, projected look, owner ship details, 

Khata details sharing property tax and other cesses payable on the property. 

 More than 60% of civil suits in the country are related to property disputes. Clear land titles will 

not only cut this expenditure but accelerate the pace of new projects, thus reducing costs. 

 At regular intervals, a fresh survey of every parcel of land to update records will help everyone 

in purchasing, transferring and selling land, giving deeds, and easing all kinds of land 

transactions with the press of a button. 

Mobile Number Portability 

In News: 

 TRAI revamped mobile number portability (MNP) rules, making the entire process faster and 

simpler, and prescribed three working days timeline for port out requests within a service 

area. 

 The timeline of five working days has been prescribed for requests for port out from one circle 

to another. 

 The other major changes have been incorporated such as the validity of the Unique Porting 

Code or UPC has been brought down to four days for all circles except Jammu & Kashmir, 

Assam and North East, where the validity of the said code remains unchanged to 30 days. 

IBM’s weather forecast system 

In News 

 IBM Plans to make a high-resolution weather forecast model that will also rely on user 

generated data to improve the accuracy of forecasts available in India.  

 IBM GARF, as the forecast system is called, can generate forecasts at a resolution of 3kms. It is a 

higher resolution than the 12-km models used by the India Meteorological department to 

generate forecasts. 
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Amazon  first farm collection centre  

In News 

 Amazon Retail India Pvt Ltd, will soon open its first farm collection center in Pune. 

 Under its farm-to-fork initiative, Amazon will directly purchase vegetables from farmers, who 

would be paid within 24 hours. 

 

3. India and World 

Act Far East 

Why  in News? 

 The Prime Minister of India was on a two-day visit to Russia to attend the 20th India-Russia 

annual summitand the 5th meeting of the Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) in Vladivostok. 

 This is the first time that an Indian Prime Minister visited the Russian Far East Region 

(Vladivostok). 

 India would extend a $1 billion line of credit towards the development of the Russian Far East. 

 Among the participants in the Summit are India, Malaysia, Japan, Australia, and South Korea. 

 EEF was established by decree of the President Putin in 2015 to support the economic 

development of Russia’s Far East and to expand international cooperation in the Asia Pacific 

region. 

 India is the first country that opened its consulate in Vladivostok 

 MoU was signed between India and Russia to open a full-fledged maritime route between 

Russia’s eastern port city Vladivostok and Chennai which will help in the upscaling of trade 

relations between the two nations. 

Motihari-Amlekhganj Pipeline 

Why in News? 

PM Modi and his Nepalese counterpart K P Sharma Oli inaugurated the MotihariAmalekhgunj petroleum 

pipeline through video conferencing. 

 Key Highlights: 

 The Motihari-Amlekhganj petroleum product pipeline is the first ever cross-border petroleum 

products pipeline in South Asia.  

 The 69-km pipeline will transport fuel from Barauni refinery in Bihar's Begusarai district to 

Amalekhgunj in southeastern Nepal, situated across the border from Raxaul in East Champaran 

district.  

 The project was first proposed in 1996, but progress was slow. 
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 The pipeline will help in tackling the oil storage problem in Nepal. The Amalekhgunj fuel depot 

will have the capacity to store up to 16,000 kilolitres of petroleum products. 

 It will drastically reduce the cost of transporting fuel to landlocked Nepal from India by doing 

away with transportation of petroleum products through tankers (as part of an arrangement 

which is in place since 1973). 

 In 2017, Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) signed a petroleum trade agreement to supply about 1.3 

million tonnes of fuel annually to Nepal with a promise to double the volume by 2020. 

Nepal Rastra Bank issued commemorative coins 

In News: 

 The Governor of Nepal Rastra Bank, Dr Chiranjibi Nepal & Indian Ambassador Manjeev Singh 

Puri released 3 coins (100, 1000 and 2500 Nepali rupees) bearing the Sikh symbol to 

commemorate the 550th Birth Anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev.  

 A book titled Sikh Heritage of Nepal based on the Sikh heritage of Nepal was also launched. 

BIS launches Green Bond 

In News: 

 The Bank of International Settlements (BIS) launched a fund to enable central banks around 

the world to invest in 'green bonds', citing a growing demand for climate-friendly investments.  

 The new fund would help central banks to incorporate environmental sustainability objectives in 

the management of their reserves. 

 The open-ended fund is denominated in US dollars. 

World’s biggest transport space ship launched 

In News: 

 Japan launched an unmanned H-2B rocket towards the International Space Station. 

 The H-2B rocket lifted off with cargo vessel Kounotori8, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries.  

 The launch took place from the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency’s Tanegashima Space 

Center in southwestern Japan.  

 This Rocket is considered as the world’s biggest transport spaceship. 

Tripartite mechanism for Rohingya Repatriation 

In News: 

 Bangladesh, Myanmar and China have agreed to form a tripartite joint working mechanism to 

oversee the repatriation process of Rohingyas to Myanmar. 
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 Myanmar and Bangladesh already have a joint working group and China is only helping the 

two countries in implementing the agreements they already have.  

 Bangladesh has more than nine lakh Rohingya refugees. 

Nuclear Supplier Group (NSG) 

Why in News? 

PM Modi pitches for India’s entry to NSG during his address in the Bloomberg Global Business Forum 

What is NSG: 

 NSG is a multilateral export control regime and a group of nuclear supplier countries that seek 

to prevent nuclear proliferation by controlling the export of materials, equipment, and 

technology that can be used to manufacture nuclear weapons. 

 NSG controls most of the world’s nuclear trade. 

 NSG formed in 1974 consists of 48 members which include the five nuclear weapon states US, 

UK, France, China, and Russia. 

 It is not a formal organization (but an informal grouping), and its guidelines are not binding. 

Decisions, including on membership, are made by consensus 

 While US and other countries support India’s entry into NSG, China has opposed it saying India 

has not signed Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty 

Non-proliferation Treaty: It is an international treaty, which came into force in 1970 with the objective 

of preventing the spread of nuclear technology and nuclear weapons. 

 India refused to sign NPT because: 

 The NPT defines “nuclear weapons states” as those that tested devices before 1967, which 

means India cannot ever be one.  

 No fixed timelines have been mentioned for disarmament  

 NPT is unfair treaty as nuclear weapon states have no obligation to give them up while no 

nuclear states are not allowed to have them. 

Exercise Maitree 

Why in News? 

Joint Military Exercise MAITREE-2019 between India and Thailand was conducted at Foreign Training 

Node, Umroi (Meghalaya). 

Key Highlights: 

• It is a joint military exercise between Indian Army and Royal Thai Army  

• It is an annual training event which is being conducted alternatively in Thailand and India since 2006. 
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• Exercise MAITREE with Thailand is a significant in terms of the security challenges faced by both the 

nations in the backdrop of changing facets of global terrorism. 

• The joint military exercise will enhance the level of defence co-operation between Indian Army (IA) 

and Royal Thailand Army (RTA) which in turn will further foster defence cooperation and bilateral 

relations between the two nations. 

Exercise TSENTR 201 

In News News: 

 Exercise TSENTR 2019 was conducted by Central Military Commission of Russia. 

 The exercise TSENTR 2019 will comprise two modules.  

 The first module will include counter- terror operations, repelling air strikes, reconnaissance 

operations and defensive measures 

 The second will focus on offensive operations. 

Key Highlights: 

 Exercise TSENTR 2019 is part of the annual series of large scale exercises that form part of the 

Russian Armed Forces’ annual training cycle.  

• The series rotates through the four main Russian operational strategic commands.  

•  Russia holds a major military exercise every year at one of its four military Commands i.e Vostok 

(East), Zapad (West), TSENTR (Centre) and Kavkas (South).  

• The exercise aims at evolving drills of the participating armies and practicing them in the fight 

against the scourge of international terrorism thereby ensuring military security in the strategic 

central Asian region.  

• The TSENTR-2019 strategic measures will focus on evaluating the level of troop preparedness, the 

acquisition of the required skills and raising the level of inter- operability and demonstrate the 

readiness of the participating armies. 

Exercise Yudh Abhyas 

Why in News? 

• The opening ceremony of Exercise Yudh Abhyas – 2019 was held at Joint Base Lewis MC Chord, 

Washington, USA.  

• This is the 15th edition of the joint exercise. 

Key Highlights: 

• It is a joint military exercise between the Indian and US armies.  

• The first edition was in 2004 and the exercise is designed to augment cooperation between the 

two armies while sharing training, cultural exchanges, and building joint operating skills. 

Howdy, Modi 
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In News: 

• It was a mega diaspora event. 

• The summit, with the tagline of ‘Shared Dreams, Bright Futures’ highlighted the 

contributions of IndianAmericans to enrich the American life as well as the key role played in 

strengthening relations between the two nations.  

• The event included cultural program and an address by PM Modi.  

 A 90-minute cultural program titled, ‘Woven: The Indian-American Story’ 

celebrated the contributions of Indian-Americans to the cultural, and social 

landscape of the United States.  

• Modi has previously addressed similar gatherings at Madison Square Garden in New York 

and the Silicon Valley in California but this was the biggest ever gathering by a global 

political leader. 

Withdrawal of Hong Kong‟s Extradition Bill 

Why in News? 

The Hong Kong‟s extradition Bill was withdrawn following the widespread protests over the 

controversial provisions. 

Why Protest? 

 The decision by Carrie Lam, the Hong Kong‟s Chief Executive, has given a boost to the pro-

democracy campaign being referred to as the „Water Revolution‟. 

 Ms. Lam was uncertain and so delayed a decision for nearly 3 months. 

 Meanwhile, the protesters expanded their charter of demands, in effect to question the „One 

Country, Two Systems‟ policy of Hong Kong. 

 They have called for a judicial investigation into the government‟s handling of the crisis and 

alleged police violence. 

 The demand is bound to grow louder after the roll-back of the Bill. 

 But the most potent of the demands is the right to universal suffrage. 

 The demand was originally championed under Hong Kong‟s 2014 umbrella movement, but 

effectively made ineffective by the government. 

 The demand will certainly prove pivotal to the current campaign.  

 Implication on Chinese foreign policy 

 China‟s President Xi Jinping would be aware of the implications of major loosening of policy as 

the 2047 expiry of Hong Kong‟s special status approaches.  

 The risks involved are more likely to reflect in Taiwan too, whose government is particular of 

independence from China.  

 Taiwan is a sovereign state but its sovereignty is highly contended, and it has a tense 

relationship with China. 

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



JOKTA ACADEMY 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  Page 74 

 What future it may lead to  

  The Water Revolution has so far managed to broaden its appeal among millions, transcending 

social classes and across different generations.  

 As with other recent political uprisings, building a cohesive leadership and strategy might turn 

out to be its biggest challenge. 

 In a sign of the unstable economic and business environment ahead, Hong Kong‟s GDP growth 

in the previous quarter was the slowest since the financial crisis. 

 Given its position as Asia‟s leading financial hub, prolonged uncertainty in Hong Kong can 

worsen the global implications of the current U.S.-China trade tensions. 

 Mr. Xi has embarked on an aggressive policy aimed at China‟s economic, technological and 

strategic dominance. 

 However, given the immediate challenge posed by the current discontent, an accommodative 

policy by China might serve. 

Division between the EU and the U.S. – Iran’s Crisis 

Why in News? 

With US, under Trump, abandoning the nuclear deal with Iran, the division between the EU and the U.S. 

over Iran is becoming a pressing security challenge. 

key differences 

 The major reason is that Europe needs to keep the Persian Gulf open to guarantee the flow of 

oil and ensure its economic security. 

 However, on this issue, France and Germany have refused to join the American plan called 

“Project Sentinel.”  

 [This aims to protect ships passing through the Strait of Hormuz.]  

 Moreover, the Europeans are fearful of getting involved in another war in West Asia.  

 In fact, they do not trust that Mr. Trump would keep his word and that he would not attack Iran. 

 Also, the Europeans have been trying to find ways for their businesses to avoid the effects of 

American sanctions on Iran. 

 France, Germany and the U.K. have developed a mechanism to trade with Iran legally using a 

trading system known as INSTEX (Instrument in Support of Trade Exchanges). 

 It has been designed to permit countries to trade with Iran without the use of American dollars, 

so as to avoid the U.S. financial system. 

 For many European companies, the risk of facing sanctions because of trade with Iran is more. 

 It outweighs any gain from trading with the Islamic Republic and more specifically the Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) which is targeted by the U.S. as a terrorist organization. 

Current Situation: 
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Following the U.S.‟s move, Iran has deliberately violated its terms by producing more low-enriched 

uranium than the agreement permits.  

 The European nations seem worried about a growing list of violations of the deal by Iran.  

 Iran recently seized a U.K.-flagged tanker in the Strait of Hormuz.  

 But despite all these, they want to preserve the deal (JCPOA - the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 

Action).  

 The Iran crisis reflects the strains between the U.S. and Europe over the U.S. President‟s 

maximalist political approaches. 

 America’s allies are wary of Trump’s administration’s intentions to provoke a war with Iran no 

matter what the consequences are for the rest of the world. 

 Evidently, no European country wants to trigger a military confrontation with Iran.  

Joint comprehensive plan of Action: 

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action or JCPOA is an agreement of China, France, Germany, Russia, the 

UK, the US and the European Union (EU) with Iran signed in 2015. 

Key Features: 

 As per the agreement, Iran agreed to make certain changes to its nuclear programme to ensure 

it does not threaten the regional stability. 

 In return for the UN, the EU and the US agreed for diluting their sanctions against Iran. 

 Nuclear related sanctions on Iran were lifted by the US effective January 1, 2016. US has 

withdrawn from the JCPOA and that US sanctions will be re-im posed on Iran. The other 

participating nations, France, Germany, UK, EU have expressed disappointment over the move 

and continue to remain a part of the JCPOA. 

SAARC Development Fund 

 It was established by heads of all eight SAARC member states during 16th SAARC summit at 

Thimphu, Bhutan in April 2010.  

 Its Secretariat is located at Thimphu, capital of Bhutan. Its Governing Council comprises 

finance ministers of these eight countries. 

 It funds projects in South Asia region via three windows viz. Social Window, Economic Window 

and Infrastructure Window.  

 The SDF has a total corpus of $1.5 billion with the total capital base currently at $497 million. Of 

this, more than 100 million has been committed. 

 Its core objectives are to promote welfare of the people of SAARC region, improve their quality 

of life and accelerate economic growth, social progress and poverty alleviation in the region. 

Asia Pacific Trade Agreement (APTA) 
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 The Asia-Pacific Trade Agreement (APTA), previously named as the Bangkok Agreement, was 

signed in 1975 as an initiative of UNESCAP (United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 

Asia and the Pacific).  

 It is the oldest preferential trade agreement (PTA) among developing countries in Asia-Pacific, 

under which the basket of items as well as the extent of tariff concessions are enlarged during 

the trade negotiating rounds, which are launched from time to time.  

 Currently, the following six Participating States are parties to APTA: 1. Bangladesh 2. China 3. 

India (founding member) 4. Laos 5. South Korea 6. Sri Lanka (Mongolia is set to become the 

7th member)  

 It is open to all developing member countries.  

 It aims to promote economic development through the adoption of mutually beneficial trade 

liberalization measures that will contribute to intra-regional trade expansion and provides for 

economic integration through coverage of merchandise goods, services, investment and trade 

facilitation.  

 Notably, it is the only operational trade agreement linking China and India. 

Girinka Programme 

 It is the Rwanda’s one of a kind Social Protection scheme under which the poorest residing in 

the region get cows from the government and gift the first female calf to a neighbour to 

promote brotherhood.  

 It aims to transform livelihoods, reconcile communities, and improve agricultural productivity 

through the use of manure as fertilizers.  

 It has led to an increase in agricultural production in Rwanda - especially milk production and 

products, reduced malnutrition and increased incomes.  

 India gifted 200 locally bought cows to villagers from Rweru village for Girinka. 

DELHI DIALOGUE X 

India hosted the 10th edition of the Delhi Dialogue with a theme “Strengthening India-ASEAN Maritime 

Cooperation”. 

Highlight of Delhi Dialogue  

 It is a premier annual track 1.5 event to discuss politico-security, economic and socio-cultural 

engagement between India and ASEAN.  

 It has been held annually since 2009 in partnership with Research and Information System for 

Developing Countries (RIS). 

Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS)  

 It’s a New Delhi–based autonomous policy research institute that specialises in issues related to 

international economic development, trade, investment and technology.  
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 It focusses on promoting South-South Cooperation and collaborate with developing countries in 

multilateral negotiations in various forums.  

Track 1.5 Diplomacy is used to denote a situation in which official and non-official actors work 

Special Training Programme For Maldivian Civil Servants 

In News: 

 India will conduct a two-week special training  programme for Maldivian civil servants from 

September 16 in Delhi and Mussoorie. 

 

  It is part of a bilateral MoU on Training and Capacity Building Programme  between the 

National Centre for Good Governance (NCGG) and the Maldives Civil Service Commission 

(CSC). A 32-member delegation from the Maldives reached the NCGG campus in Mussoorie. 

 

  Prime Minister Narendra Modi, during his visit to the Maldives in June, had emphasized  India’s 

Neighborhood  First policy. He assured India’s full support to the Maldives in realising 

itsaspirations for broad based socio-economic development and strengthening of democratic 

and independent institutions.  aspirations for broad based socio-economic development and 

strengthening of democratic and independent institutions. 

Mahatma Gandhi’s Bust 

In News: 

 President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated a bronze bust of Mahatma Gandhi in Villeneuve in 

Switzerland.  

  The President is on a five- day visit to Switzerland to boost business and cultural ties. The bust 

was unveiled to mark the visit of Mahatma to Villeneuve in 1931. 

  The inauguration also coincides with 150th birth anniversary of the Father of the nation. The 

idol sculpted by Ram Vanaji Sutar is placed on a high pedestal made of sandstone extracted 

from Switzerland. 

Saudi Arabia wins membership in IAEA Board 

In News: 

 Saudi Arabia has won a membership in the Board of Governors of the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA) for a period of two years 2019-2021.  

 The election was held in the 63rd session of the IAEA General Conference held in Vienna, 

Austria. 

 The board is responsible for making most of the policy of the IAEA and makes recommendations 

to the General Conference on IAEA activities 
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International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

 It was established as an autonomous organization in 1957 through its own international treaty, 

the IAEA Statute. 

 Its headquarters are in Vienna, Austria. 

 IAEA is an international organization that seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, 

and to inhibit its use for any military purpose, including Nuclear Weapon. 

 IAEA serves as international nuclear energy watchdog, independent of United Nations but 

reports to both United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) and  ecurity Council (UNSC). 

South Asia’s tallest tower in Sri Lanka 

In News: 

 Sri Lanka unveiled South Asia’s tallest tower, costing over $100 million, 80% of which has been 

funded by China under the controversial Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

 The 350-metre-tall 17-storey Lotus Tower is located in the heart of Colombo city.  

 The tower is spread over an area of 30,600 sq. metres.  

 The project began in 2012 under the then-president Mahinda Rajapakse. 

Amazon vows to be carbon neutral by 2040 

In News: 

 Amazon.com Inc CEO Jeff Bezos committed the company to being carbon neutral by 2040 and 

said part of that pledge is an order for 100,000 electric delivery vans from a start-up the online 

retailer has invested in. 

 The first electric delivery vans for Amazon will be on the road by 2021, and all 100,000 will be 

deployed by 2024. 

New York: 2nd US State to ban E-Cigarettes 

In News: 

 New York became the second US state to ban flavored e-cigarettes, following several vaping-

linked deaths.  

 A health council passed emergency legislation proposed by Governor Andrew Cuomo outlawing 

flavored vaping products amid an outbreak of severe pulmonary disease that has killed seven 

people and sickened hundreds. 

 Michigan became the first state to declare a ban on it. 

S.East Asia's largest solar power farm opened 

In News: 
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• Vietnam has inaugurated Southeast Asia's largest solar power farm which has the capacity to 

produce 688 million kWh of electricity annually. 

• The Dau Tieng Solar Power Complex occupies 540 hectares in Tay Ninh province and has an 

investment of more than $391 million.  

• The complex was constructed on the Dau Tieng Reservoir- the largest artificial lake in Vietnam. 

24th World Energy Congress commenced 

In News: 

 The 24th World Energy Congress commenced on 9 September 2019 in Abu Dhabi under the 

patronage of Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE. 

 The 4-day World Energy Congress aims to bring together international energy stakeholders, 

including governments, private and state corporations, academia and media.  

 It is set to welcome over 250 high-level speakers, 72 Ministers, 500 CEOs. 

WHO to eliminate measles and rubella 

In News: 

 WHO South-East Asia Region has resolved to eliminate measles and rubella by 2023. 

 The resolution to eliminate the highly infectious childhood killer diseases measles and rubella 

was taken at the 72nd session of the WHO Regional Committee for South-East Asia in Delhi. 

 The member-countries resolved to strengthen the immunisation systems against the two 

diseases to achieve the new targets. 

Qatar unveiled 2022 FIFA World Cup logo 

In News: 

 Qatar unveiled the logo for the 2022 World Cup which will be hosted by the Gulf emirate, 

displaying it in public spaces in Doha and cities around the world on 2 September 2019. 

 The design is a stylised Arabic white unisex shawl with maroon patterning, which is displayed 

in a figure-ofeight symbolising infinity while creating a heart shape above the words FIFA 

WORLD CUP Qatar 2022. 

Borneo: Site of new capital of Indonesia 

In News: 

• Indonesia's President Joko Widodo has said that capital city will be relocated to the province of East 

Kalimantan on the island of Borneo.  

• The site in the province of East Kalimantan is at “minimal” risk of natural disasters.  

• The current capital, Jakarta, home to more than 10 million people, sits on swampy land. 
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• No name was given for the capital's planned replacement. 

India-Pacific Islands 

In News: 

 India announced USD 150 million line of credit to the group of Pacific Island Nations for solar, 

renewable energy and climate related projects during the India-Pacific Islands Developing 

States (PSIDS) Leaders' Meeting 

 India also announced allocation of 12 million dollars grant (1 million dollar to each PSIDS) 

towards implementation of high impact developmental project in the area of their choice. 

 India's relationship with Pacific Island nations has deepened with the evolution of Act East 

Policy, resulting in the setting up of the action-oriented Forum for India-Pacific Island 

Cooperation (FIPIC).  

 The first and second editions of the FIPIC took place in Fiji (2015) and Jaipur (2016),3rd FIPIC 

Summit to be held in Port Moresby in first half of 2020. 

Citizen-centric global smart city index 

In News 

 Singapore is officially ranked the smartest city in 2019 by the very-first edition of the IMD 

Smart City Index 2019 (SCI).  

 The SCI is presented by the IMD World Competitiveness Center’s Smart City Observatory,in 

partnership with Singapore University of Technology and Design (SUTD).  

 This index finds that the 10 smartest cities in 2019 are: Singapore (1st), Zurich (2nd), Oslo (3rd), 

Geneva (4th), Copenhagen (5th), Auckland (6th), Taipei City (7th), Helsinki (8th), Bilbao (9th) and 

Dusseldorf (10th).  

 Hyderabad topped among the Indian cities with the rank of 67. 

Bhashan Char Island 

In News 

 Thousands of Rohingyaliving in Bangladesh refugee camps have agreed to move to a Bhashan 

Char island located in the Bay of Bengal 

 Rights groups have warned the island, which emerged from the sea only about two decades ago, 

might not be able to withstand violent storms during the annual monsoon season.  

 In the past half a century, powerful cyclones have killed hundreds of thousands of people in the 

Meghna river estuary where the island is located.  

 Dhaka has long wanted to move 1,00,000 refugees to the muddy silt islet, saying it would take 

pressure off the overcrowded border camps where almost a million Rohingya live.  
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 Some 7,40,000 Rohingya fled Myanmar in August 2017 in the face of a military crackdown, 

joining 2,00,000 refugees already in makeshift tent settlements at Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar. 

Chile pulls out from hosting climate and trade summits 

In News 

 Chile’s President announced that his country, which has been rocked by a wave of recent 

protests, was not in a position to host a key UN climate change meeting and major Asia-Pacific 

trade summit later this year.   

 The priority of Chilean government was to focus first and foremost on fully restoring public 

order and social peace,  

 Cancelling the climate meeting, which had been scheduled for December, leaves organisers with 

a very tight window to find a new venue.  

 Chile stepped up to host the Climate Change Conference after the initial host, Brazil, pulled out 

last year. Brazil’s decision came soon after the election of President Jair Bolsonaro. 

PM Modi to launch RuPay card in Saudi Arabia 

In News 

 The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) announced that India will launch RuPay card in Saudi 

Arabia during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the country to help the Indian pilgrims 

visiting Mecca Madina.  

 With this, Saudi Arabia would become the third country in the Gulf region to get the RuPay 

card facility after the UAE and Bahrain.  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi is slated to visit Saudi Arabia, where he will hold a bilateral 

meeting with Saudi Arabia King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud in Riyadh.  

 RuPay has been launched in India, Singapore, Bhutan, Maldives, Bahrain, UAE and will be 

launched in Saudi Arabia which will help the Indian pilgrims visiting Mecca and Madina.  

 RuPay has also tied-up with international players like Discover, Japan Credit Bureau and China 

Union Pay to enhance its international acceptance and recently achieved a milestone of issuing 

25 million RuPay Discover global cards. 

Feed Our Future cinema ad campaign 

In News 

 The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP)have launched a cinema advertisement 

campaign 'Feed Our Future' to raise awareness and take steps against hunger and malnutrition 

in India.  
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 The campaign launch event included a panel discussion hosted by TV host Mini Mathur, which 

had actordirector Nandita Das and filmmakers Neeraj Ghaywan and Anubhav Sinha sharing their 

perspectives over cinema and social change 

Financial Action Task Force 

Why in News? 

 Sri Lanka has been removed from the "Grey List" of the international terror financing watchdog 

FATF.  

 The island nation will no longer be subject to the Financial Action Task Force's monitoring under 

its ongoing global anti-money laundering and countering the financing of terrorism (AML/CFT) 

compliance process. 

About financial action task Force: 

 The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental body established 

in 1989 during the G7 Summit in Paris. 

 The objectives of the FATF are to set standards and promote effective implementation of legal, 

regulatory and operational measures for combating money laundering, terrorist financing and 

other related threats to the integrity of the international financial system. 

 Its Secretariat is located at the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development(OECD) 

headquarters in Paris. 

 Member Countries: As of 2019, it consists of thirty-seven member jurisdictions. India is one of 

the members. 

FATF has two lists: 

 

Grey List: Countries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding and money laundering 

are put in the FATF grey list. This inclusion serves as a warning to the country that it may enter the 

blacklist. 

Black List: Countries known as Non-Cooperative Countries or Territories (NCCTs) are put in the blacklist. 

These countries support terror funding and money laundering activities. The FATF revises the blacklist 

regularly, adding or deleting entries. 

The FATF Plenary is the decision making body of the FATF. It meets three times per year. 

FATF & Pakistan 

 Pakistan was placed on the grey list by the FATF in June 2018 and was given a plan of action to 

complete by October 2019, or face the risk of being placed on the black list with Iran and North 

Korea. 
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 Pakistan was previously placed on the FATF's grey list in February 2012, and had been removed 

from the grey list in February 2015 after it passed a National Action Plan (NAP) to deal with 

terrorism after the Peshawar School massacre in December 2014. 

 It was placed under severe restrictions in the years 2008-2012. 

FATF’s latest Review of Pakistan 

 Pakistan addressed only 5 of the 27 tasks given to it to control funding to terror groups like 

the Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammad — both responsible for a series of attacks in India. 

 The FATF noted the insufficiency of Pakistan’s implementation as “serious concerns”. 

 The latest decision to keep the country in ‘Grey List’ means that Pakistan has been given time 

until February 2020 to fulfil its commitments or risks being blacklisted. 

 The main purpose behind the decision is to not punish rather than incentivise, to make the 

required changes and make them faster. 

Impact on Pakistan: 

 

 By remaining on the “Grey List”, it would be difficult for Pakistan to get financial aid from 

the International Monetary Fund (IMF) , World Bank and European Union,  making its financial 

condition more precarious. 

 

 However, there are no immediate implications for the recent $6 billion loan negotiated with the 

IMF that is to be disbursed over the next three years. 

 The country is facing a number of economic challenges with its economy expected to grow at 

3.3 % in 2019 and 2.6% in 2020, according to IMF. 

 Inflation is set to touch 7.3% in 2019, up from 3.9% in 2018, and rise to 13% in 2020. 

 Fiscal deficit is projected at 7.1% of GDP in 2020, the highest in the last seven years. 

Bangladesh become 2nd fastest growing economy in South Asia 

In News 

 According to World Bank report 'South Asia Economic Focus, Making (De) Centralization Work' 

Bangladesh has become the second-fastest growing economy in South Asia after Bhutan.  

 World bank projected GDP growth rate from moderate to 7.2 per cent this fiscal year and 7.3 

per cent in 2020 in Bangladesh.  

 World Bank stated that India's growth rate is projected to fall to 6 per cent this fiscal. However 

the country was expected to gradually recover to 6.9 per cent in 2021 and 7.2 per cent in 2022.  

 Growth in South Asia is projected to fall to 5.9 per cent in 2019, down 1.1 percentage points 

from April 2019 estimates. 

Postal stamp on Mahatma Gandhi 

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



JOKTA ACADEMY 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  Page 84 

In News 

 Madagascar is set to issue a postal stamp bearing the image of Mahatma Gandhi to celebrate 

his 150th birth anniversary. 

 The island nation had issued a postal stamp on Mahatma Gandhi back in 1998.  

 India's Ambassador to Madagascar Abhay Kumar had recently unveiled a plaque of a road 

named after Mahatma Gandhi 

Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) summit 

Why in News? 

 18th Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) summit held at Baku in Azerbaijan. 

 Theme:Upholding the Bandung Principles to ensure concerted and adequate response to the 

challenges of contemporary world. 

 Vice-President Venkaiah Naidu attended the 18th Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) summit. 

About NAM:  

 The Non-Aligned Movement was formed during the Cold War as an organization of States that 

did not seek to formally align themselves with either the United States or the Soviet Union, but 

sought to remain independent or neutral. 

 The basic concept for the group originated in 1955 during discussions that took place at 

the Asia-Africa Bandung Conference held in Indonesia. 

 The first NAM Summit Conference took place in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, in September 1961. 

 It has 120 members as on April 2018 comprising 53 countries from Africa, 39 from Asia, 26 from 

Latin America and the Caribbean and 2 from Europe (Belarus, Azerbaijan). There are 17 

countries and 10 international organizations that are Observers at NAM. 

 The Non-Aligned Movement was founded and held its first conference (the Belgrade 

Conference) in 1961 under the leadership of Josip Broz Tito of Yugoslavia, Gamal Abdel Nasser 

of Egypt, Jawaharlal Nehru of India, Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana, and Sukarno of Indonesia. 

 The purpose of the organization was enumerated in Havana Declaration of 1979 to ensure 

"the national independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and security of non-aligned 

countries" in their struggle against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, and all 

forms of foreign subjugation. 

 During the cold war era the NAM played a vital role in stabilizing the world order and 

preserving peace and security. Non alignment of NAM doesn't mean the neutrality of state on 

global issues, it was always a peaceful intervention in world politics. 

Mamallapuram Summit 

Why in News 
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 Recently, the Prime Minister of India and the President of the People's Republic of China held 

their Second Informal Summit in Chennai (Mamallapuram), India. 

 The recent Mamallapuram Summitt has begun a “New Era of Cooperation” between India and 

China. 

 First India- China informal summit invoked the ‘Wuhan spirit’, whereas the second informal 

India-China summit has called for ‘Chennai Connect. 

 Informal summits allow discussion on wide-ranging issues, they are not particularly purpose-

specific, and are sometimes considered to play bigger roles in diplomatic dialogue than formal 

exchanges. 

 

 It also acts as supplementary exchanges to annual summits. 

Wuhan Spirit: 

 Wuhan Spirit is in line with the five principles of peaceful coexistence (Panchsheel) jointly 

advocated by China and India in the 1950s. 

Wuhan Spirit highlight 

 

 To form the "backbone" of economic globalization, and they should jointly make positive 

contributions to global peace and development. 

 To cooperate, for the first time ever, on a joint project in Afghanistan. 

 China has indicated that India’s refusal to join the Belt and Road Initiative will not come in the 

way of economic cooperation. 

Panchsheel  Treaty: 

 The Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, known as the Panchsheel Treaty: Non-interference 

in others internal affairs and respect for each other's territorial unity integrity and 

sovereignty are a set of principles to govern relations between states. Their first formal 

codification in treaty form was in an agreement between China and India in 1954. 

The Five Principles, as stated in this treaty, are listed as: 

 mutual respect for each other's territorial integrity and sovereignty, 

 mutual non-aggression, 

 mutual non-interference in each other's internal affairs, 

 equality and mutual benefit, and 

 peaceful co-existence 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership  and India 

Why in News? 
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India has decided not to join the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)at least for now. 

About RCEP: 

 Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a proposed free trade agreement (FTA) 

between the countries of Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) namely Brunei, 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam 

and the six states with which ASEAN has free trade agreements (Australia, China, India, Japan, 

South Korea and New Zealand). 

 RCEP is considered as an alternative to the other important multilateral treaty named Trans-

Pacific Partnership (TPP). The TPP agreement excludes two of the important Asian powers – 

China and India. 

 RCEP negotiations started in November 2012 at the ASEAN Summit in Cambodia.  

 RCEP member states accounted for a population of 3.5 billion people with a total (GDP) of 

$49.5 trillion, approximately 39 percent of the world’s GDP  

 RCEP will be the world’s largest economic bloc. 

Importance of RCEP for India 

 The RCEP provides an opportunity for the success of India’s Act East policy and will also 

influence the economic stature of India among the other South Asian countries. 

 Also in comparison with the TPP & TTIP groups of countries, India’s trade with the RCEP group 

of countries as a percentage of its total trade has increased over the past decade. This shows 

the importance of RCEP to India. 

 RCEP agreement would complement India’s existing free trade agreementswith ASEAN nations 

and some of its member countries. The goal of greater economic integration with the countries 

of South East Asia and East Asia can be achieved through RCEP. India will have access to vast 

regional markets of these countries thereby helping its economy. 

 RCEP will facilitate India’s Integration into regional production networks harmonizing trade-

related rules. India is not a party to two other important regional economic blocs namely Asia- 

Pacific Economic Cooperation and Trans-Pacific partnership and thus RCEP would play an 

important role in strengthening its trade ties with these countries. 

 India enjoys a comparative advantage in areas such as ICT, IT-enabled services, healthcare, 

and education services. RCEP would help in attracting greater FDI into these areas. 

Reasons for not joining:  

 Unsatisfactory negotiations pertaining to India’s trade with China — India has an over 

$50 billion trade deficit . 

 “Inadequate” protection against surges in imports.  

 Industry has voiced fears that cheaper products from China would “flood” the market.  

 India has not received any assurances on its demand for more market access,  

 India’s concerns over non-tariff barriers is not addressed  
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 A “possible circumvention” of rules of origin ,the criteria used to determine the national 

source of a product were not addressed which allow countries like China to pump in 

more products.   

 

 India has pushed for other countries to allow greater movement of labour and services 

for a long , which is not addressed. 

 Concerns over unsustainable trade deficits is also not addressed.  

 India already have , bilateral FTAs with most RCEP nations, but it has recorded trade 

deficits with these countries  

 Domestic industries like dairy industry was expected to face stiff competition from 

Australia and New Zealand.  

Why the decision not to join RCEP is a risk? 

 India risks being cut out of the rule-making process for the RCEP and give China further 

space in the regional trade and security architecture.  

 There was some bitterness connected to how the issues played out.  

 The state-controlled Chinese media in particular claiming that India had raised new 

concerns at the last minute, an allegation that was forcefully denied by Indian 

government sources.  

 The Prime Minister himself insisted that India had participated in the negotiations in 

good faith.  

 He said its eventual exclusion was determined by the Gandhian principle of ensuring 

that the poorest be benefited by every policy decision.  

 But the greater trade openness would have benefited the poorest by raising their ability 

to buy goods produced at competitive prices.  

 In the end, the issue was the protection of Indian industry and the fate of services trade, 

in which India believes it has a comparative advantage. 

Way forward:  

 An auto-trigger mechanism that would allow India to raise tariffs on products in instances where 

imports cross a certain threshold.  

 Lowering and eliminating tariffs on several products from the India which It has expressed  

 Opening the vast Indian market must be matched by openings in some areas where our 

businesses can also benefit  

 India to safeguard the interests of its domestic industry suggested measures like seeking a 2014 

base year for tariff reductions instead of 2013, Using a base year before 2014 would mean a 

drastic drop in the import duties on these products. This measure must be accepted by RCEP. 

Feni River MoU 

Why in News? 
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The Union Cabinet approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Bangladesh 

on the withdrawal of 1.82 cusecs (cubic feet per second) of water from the Feni River by India for a 

drinking water supply scheme for Sabroom town in Tripura. 

About Feni River: 

 Feni River is a river in southeastern Bangladesh. 

 It is a trans-boundary river with an ongoing dispute about water rights. 

 The Feni River originates in South Tripura district and flows through Sabroom town and then 

enters Bangladesh. 

 Muhuri River, also called Little Feni, from Noakhali District joins it near its mouth. 

 The river is navigable by small boats as far as Ramgarh, about 80 kilometres (50 mi) upstream. 

The Dispute: 

 According to the Indian government there has been no water-sharing agreement between the 

countries on the Feni previously. 

 The dispute over the sharing of the river water has been long-standing. 

 It was taken up between India and Pakistan (before the independence of Bangladesh) in 1958 

during a Secretary-level meeting in New Delhi. 

Importance of India-Bangladesh MoU: 

 In August 2019, India and Bangladesh held a water secretary-level meeting of the Joint Rivers 

Commission (JRC) in Dhaka, where it was agreed to collect data and prepare water-sharing 

agreements for seven rivers — Manu, Muhuri, Khowai, Gumti, Dharla, Dudhkumar, and Feni. 

 The MoU stands to benefit Sabroom town on the southern tip of Tripura. 

 The groundwater in this region has high iron content. 

 Implementation of this scheme would benefit over 7000 population of Sabroom town.” 

One China Policy 

Why in News? 

Vietnam reiterated that it adheres to the one-China policy and expect China to adhere to international 

law. 

About one china policy: 

 The One China policy is a key cornerstone of Sino-US relations. It is the diplomatic 

acknowledgement of China's position that there is only one Chinese government. 

 Under the policy, the US recognises and has formal ties with China rather than the island of 

Taiwan, which China sees as a breakaway province. 

 China insists Taiwan is an inalienable part of one China. So, any country that wants diplomatic 

relations with mainland China must break official ties with Taipei. 
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 Since, the US established formal diplomatic ties with Beijing in 1979, it had to sever ties with 

Taiwan and closed its Taipei embassy. This has resulted in Taiwan's diplomatic isolation from 

the international community. 

Mutual logistics agreement 

In News: 

 India and Russia are expected to conclude a mutual logistics agreement and review the setting 

up of joint ventures for manufacturing spares for Russian defence platforms in India. 

 The Agreement on Reciprocal Logistics Support (ARLS) was expected to be signed on the 

sidelines of the Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) in Vladivostok, but was held back.  

 A 50-member industry delegation is accompanying  Defence  Minister to Russia to explore ways 

to jointly manufacture spares and components with Russian original equipment manufacturers 

(OEM) under ‘Make in India’.  

 EEF was established by a decree of the President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin, in 

2015, with the aim of supporting the economic development of Russia’s Far East, and to expand 

international cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region. 

International Court of Justice 

In News : 

 Myanmar’s civilian leader and Nobel peace laureate Aung San Suu Kyi will head up a delegation 

to the UN’s top court to defend a case accusing the mainly Buddhist country – Myanmar- of 

genocide against Rohingya Muslims  

 West African nation Gambia is due to open its case before the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 

in December,2019 on behalf of the 57 member states of the Organisation of Islamic 

Cooperation.  

 The complaint accuses Myanmar of breaching the 1948 UN Genocide Convention through its 

brutal military campaign in 2017, which targeted the Rohingya in Rakhine state. 

 About ICJ  

 The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations (UN). 

 Origin: It was established in June 1945 by the Charter of the United Nations and began work in 

April 1946.  

 HQ: The seat of the Court is at the Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands). Of the six principal 

organs of the United Nations, it is the only one not located in New York (United States of 

America). 

Ocean Dance Festival 2019 

In News: 
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 The four day long Ocean Dance Festival 2019 kicked off in Cox Bazar of Bangladesh on 22 Nov 

2019.  

 Ocean Dance Festival is the largest international dance festival of Bangladesh in which more 

than 200 dancers, choreographers and scholars from 15 countries are participating.  

 The theme for the year 2019 is 'Bridging the distance' or Durotter Shetubandhan. 

vaccine to combat typhoid 

In News: 

 Pakistan became the 1st country in the world to introduce a new Typhoid Conjugate Vaccine 

(TCV).  

 The vaccine, approved by the World Health Organisation (WHO) in 2018, will initially be used 

during a two-week immunisation campaign starting from November 18-30, 2019 in the urban 

areas of Sindh.  

 Typhoid Conjugate Vaccine (TCV) is a one-dose vaccine, that will be injected intramuscularly. 

Climate Emergency: Word of the Year 

In News: 

 Oxford Dictionaries has named “climate emergency” as its 2019 Word of the Year.  

 The use of the term “climate emergency” increased by a hundredfold since 2018, according to 

data collected in the Oxford Corpus.  

 Climate emergency is defined as a situation in which urgent action is required to reduce 

climate change and also to avoid the possible irreversible environmental loss resulting from it. 

50th WEF Annual Meeting to be held in Davos 

 In News 

 The 50th World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting will be held in Davos in January 2020.  

 Over 100 Indian CEOs, several political leaders and Bollywood stars will be attending it.  

 The 2020 meeting aims to give a concrete meaning to stakeholder capitalism, assist 

governments and international institutions in tracking progress towards the Paris Agreement 

and the Sustainable Development Goals. 

China launched Sudan’s first ever satellite 

In News:  

 Sudan’s first-ever satellite for conducting research in military, economic and space technology 

has been launched by China.  
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 Sudan’s remote-sensing satellite (SRSS-1), was developed by the Shenzhen Aerospace Oriental 

Red Sea Satellite Co.  

 The satellite was launched aboard China’s Long March-4B rocket along with other Chinese 

satellites including Gaofen 7, Xiaoxiang-1 08, Whampoa 1.  

Guyana to be fastest growing country  

In News 

 According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF), Guyana’s GDP is expected to be more at 

86% in 2020 after expanding 4.4% in 2019.  

 Guyana’s economy will grow more than three times within five years.  

 Guyana’ GDP is to get fourteen times as fast as China’s GDP in 2020.  

 Guyana is projecting $300 million in petroleum revenue in 2020.  

 It is a country of South America with 7,80,000 population.  

China approved drug to cure Alzheimer's  

In News 

 China approved a home-grown drug to cure Alzheimer's, the first in two decades.  

 National Medical Products Administration has approved the market launch of the drug, GV-971.  

 According to Shanghai Green Valley Pharmaceutical, patients will be able to buy the drug around 

China from 29 Dec 2019.  

 The drug is the only Alzheimer's medicine out of more than 320 developed around the globe. 

China launched new Earth observation satellite  

In News 

 China launched a new high-resolution remote sensing satellite capable of providing stereoscopic imagery 

on 3 Nov 2019.  

 Gaofen-7, a sub-metre resolution optical satellite, boasts the highest mapping accuracy among domestic 

peers, and can map China and even the world’s lands stereoscopically with a margin of error of less than a 

metre. 

First blockchain-based carbon trading exchange  

In News 

 Singapore-based AirCarbon Pte launched the worlds’ first blockchain-based carbon trading exchange.  

 This will allow airlines and other corporate buyers to buy as well sell tokens backed by carbon offset 

credits approved by the International Civil Aviation Organisation. 

 The company targets for the exchange to be fully operational in 2020 
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4. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

SCIENTIFIC SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY (SSR) 

Why in News? 

Department of Science and Technology (DST) released a draft of its proposed Scientific Social 

Responsibility (SSR) policy. 

Features of the Policy: 

 The draft policy builds upon Scientific Policy Resolution 1958, Technology Policy Statement 

1983, Science and Technology Policy 2003 and Science Technology and Innovation Policy 2013 

and proposes more pragmatic provisions to make institutions and individual scientists socially 

responsible. 

 The draft policy defines Scientific Social Responsibility as “the ethical obligation of knowledge 

workers in all fields of science and technology to voluntarily contribute their knowledge and 

resources to the widest spectrum of stakeholders in society, in a spirit of service and conscious 

reciprocity. 

 The policy aims to harness the latent potential of the scientific community for strengthening 

linkages between science and society, and for making S&T Ecosystem vibrant. 

 The policy is aimed at developing a mechanism for ensuring access to scientific knowledge, 

transferring benefits of science to meet societal needs, promoting collaborations to identify 

problems and develop solutions. 

 The policy requires individual scientists or knowledge workers to devote at least 10 person-days 

of SSR per year for exchanging scientific knowledge to society. 

 The policy proposes to give credit to knowledge workers/scientists for individual SSR activities in 

their annual performance appraisal and evaluation. 

 The policy proposes to set up a central agency at DST to implement the SSR. Also, other 

ministries would also be encouraged to make their own plans to implement SSR as per their 

mandate. 

 If India goes on to implement the policy it would be possibly the first country in the 

world to implement a Scientific Social Responsibility Policy on the lines of Corporate 

Social Responsibility to encourage science and technology (S&T) institutions and 

individual scientists in the country to proactively engage in science outreach activities to 

connect science with the society. 

Blackest of All Materials 

Why in News? 

Engineers at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) have created a material that is 10 times 

blacker than anything that has previously been reported. 
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Key Highlights: 

 The material is made from vertically aligned Carbon Nano Tubes (CNTs). 

 The team grew CNTs on a surface of chlorine-etched aluminum foil.  

 The foil captures more than 99.96% of any incoming light, making it the blackest 

material on record. 

Applications: 

• The material can be useful in optical blinders that reduce unwanted glare. 

 • It can also help space telescopes in spotting orbiting exo-planets. An exo-planet is a planet outside 

the Solar System. 

Facial Payment Technology 

Why in News? 

China has embraced the facial payment technology 

How does it work: 

Under the facial payment technology, the customers simply make a purchase by posing in front of 

pointof-sale (POS) machines equipped with cameras, after linking an image of their face to a digital 

payment system or bank account. 

Key Highlights: 

• China’s mobile payment infrastructure is one of the most advanced in the world, but the new 

systems which require only face recognition is being rolled out nationwide.  

• The software is already widely used, often to monitor citizens it has been credited with catching 

criminals.  

• Alipay the financial arm of ecommerce giant Alibaba has been leading the charge in China with 

devices already in 100 cities.  

• Supporters of the technology call it a better option, as, in the traditional way, it’s very dangerous to 

enter the password if someone is standing next to you. Now the payment can be completed with 

facial recognition, which is believed to be a more secure mode of payment.  

Concerns: 

• The Facial payment technology has raised major concerns over data security and privacy.  

• Authorities have come under fire for using it to crack down and monitor dissent, particularly in 

China’s surveillance-heavy region of Xinjiang.  

• There have been concerns that the state could use this data for their own purposes, such as 

surveillance, monitoring, the tracking of political dissidents, social and information control, ethnic 

profiling, as in the case with Uighurs in Xinjiang. 

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



JOKTA ACADEMY 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  Page 94 

E-CIGARETTES 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Union Cabinet has approved the Promulgation of the Prohibition of Electronic 

Cigarettes(production, manufacture, import, export, transport, sale, distribution, storage and 

advertisement) Ordinance, 2019. 

About e-cigarettes: 

• They are battery-operated devices that produce aerosol by heating a solution containing nicotine, 

which is the addictive substance in combustible cigarettes. 

• These include all forms of Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems, Heat Not Burn Products, e-Hookah 

and the like devices. 

• Smoking e-cigarettes is also called vaping. 

Concerns: 

• e- Cigarettes usually contain nicotine which makes product addictive. 

• e- Cigarettes cause health hazards for youth, young adults, and pregnant women. 

• A number of metals, including lead, chromium, and nickel, and chemicals like formaldehyde have 

been found in aerosols of some ENDS, with concentrations equal to or greater than traditional 

cigarettes. These metals also work as ‘tumor promoters’. 

• Lack of knowledge about the negative effects of nicotine and easy accessibility of these products 

make the youth prone to addiction. 

• These products are not registered as nicotine replacement therapy products in India. 

Nicotine 

• Nicotine is a plant alkaloid that contains nitrogen, which is found in several types of plants, 

including the tobacco plant and can also be produced synthetically. 

• Nicotine is both a sedative and a stimulant. 

• Nicotine is used as a direct substance in e-cigarettes and the content ranges up to 36 mg/mL. 

Although regular cigarettes too have nicotine, but it ranges between 1.2 to 1.4 mg/mL. 

• Recently, Karnataka has notified nicotine as Class A poison.\ 

NAVIC 

Why in News? 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)and its commercial arm Antrix Corporation Ltd. are set 

to commercialize India’s regional navigation satellite system - Navigation in Indian Constellation (NavIC). 

Potential Uses: 
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• Terrestrial, aerial and marine navigation; 

• Disaster management; 

• Vehicle tracking and fleet management (especially for mining and transportation sector); 

• Integration with mobile phones; 

• Precise timing (as for ATMs and power grids); 

• Mapping and geodetic data capture 

Navigation in Indian Constellation 

• Navigation in Indian Constellation (NavIC) is an Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System 

(IRNSS), developed by the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO). 

• IRNSS consists of eight satellites, three satellites in geostationary orbit and five satellites 

in geosynchronous orbit. 

• The main objective is to provide reliable position, navigation and timing services over India and its 

neighbourhood. 

 

• It works just like the established and popular U.S. Global Positioning System (GPS) but within a 

1,500-km radius over the sub-continent. 

• It has been certified by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP), a global body for 

coordinating mobile telephony standards. 

QUANTUM COMPUTING 

Why in News? 

Recent paper from Google’s quantum computing lab announced that the company had achieved 

quantum supremacy. 

What is quantum computing?  

• Quantum computing is the area of study focused on developing computer technology based on the 

principles of quantum theory, which explains the nature and behaviour of energy and matter on the 

quantum (atomic and subatomic) level.  

• Quantum Computers encode information as quantum bits, or qubits, which can exist in 

superposition.  

• Qubits represent atoms, ions, photons or electrons and their respective control devices that are 

working together to act as computer memory and a processor. 

• Because a quantum computer can contain these multiple states simultaneously, it has the potential 

to be millions of times more powerful than today's most powerful supercomputers 

  Application 

• Quantum computers could spur the development of new breakthroughs in science, medications to 

save lives, machine learning methods to diagnose illnesses sooner, materials to make more efficient 
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devices and structures, financial strategies to live well in retirement, and algorithms to quickly 

direct resources such as ambulances. 

INDIGENOUS FUEL CELL 

Why in News? 

On the occasion of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) Foundation Day, the 

President of India recently introduced India’s first indigenously developed high-temperature based Fuel 

Cell System. 

Details  

• It is developed by Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) in partnership with Thermax 

Ltd, a Punebased engineering firm. 

• It is developed under the flagship program named ‘New Millennium Indian Technology Leadership 

Initiative (NMITLI). 

• It will be a 5 kW fuel cell system and will use methanol/biomethane to generate power with 70% 

more efficiency than other sources.  

About Fuel cell technology  

• A fuel cell is like a battery that generates electricity from an electrochemical reaction.  

• It uses a source of hydrogen as fuel but involves no combustion. 

• With the help of oxygen present in the air, oxidation of hydrogen atoms occur and in the process,   

electrons are released which flow through an external circuit as an electric current.  

• The byproducts of fuel cell include heat and water.  

• Fuel cells can vary from tiny devices producing only a few watts of electricity, right up to large 

power plants producing megawatts. 

CERAMIC MEMBRANES 

Why in News? 

Recently the scientists at Council of Scientific and Industrial Research- North East Institute of Science 

and Technology (CSIR-NEIST) have developed a ceramic membrane with the help of a mixture of potter’s 

clay, stone dust and tea waste which can clean toxic effluents. 

About Ceramic membrane: 

• It is prepared from a mixture of inorganic substances such as alumina and clay. 

• This filter is able to segregate metals such as Iron, Arsenic, fluoride, Arsenic etc along with the 

other pollutants when water passes through these membranes. 

• Its absorption capacity is upto 8 times higher than other membranes and minimises water wastage 

and can operate under harsh operating environments.  
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• These membranes last for around 10-15 years without replacement. They can also be used in other 

sectors like food and beverage, drug and chemicals, waste recovery and recycling industries and are 

especially useful in petrochemical processing, where it is not possible to use organic membranes. 

Applications: 

• These filters are especially useful in petrochemical processing, where it is not possible to use 

organic membranes. 

• It is capable of discolouring two commonly used dyes - methylene blue and Congo red -from 

water. 

• Methylene blue is a toxic dye, while Congo red is a known cancer-causing agent. 

• Ceramic filters and membranes are commonly used in several sectors like food and beverage, drugs 

and chemicals, waste recovery and recycling industries. 

Chandrayaan-2 Mission 

In News 

• On 22 July 2019, India launched Chandrayaan-2, its second lunar exploration mission after 

Chandrayaan-1 from Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota. 

• It is a Lunar orbiter, lander, rover type mission. It is expected to do soft-landing on the Moon on 7 

September, 2019. 

• Chandrayaan-2 is on any ISRO’s first attempt to land extraterrestrial surface. 

• Chandrayaan-2 is an integrated 3-in-1 spacecraft of around 3,877 kg comprising of an Orbiter of the 

Moon, Vikram (after Vikram Sarabhai) the lander and Pragyan (wisdom) the rover, all equipped 

with scientific instruments to study the moon. 

• Core Objective: To map the location, and abundance of lunar water. 

World's Biggest Amphibian discovered 

In News 

• A newly-identified amphibian is possibly the world's biggest, new research of museum specimens 

shows.  

• According to Phys.org, researchers from the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) and London's 

Natural History Museum identified new species of giant salamander using DNA from museum 

specimens. 

• The species that is probably the largest has now been given a new name: Andrias sligoi. 

Cryodrakon boreas: The largest flying animal 

In News: 

 • Scientists have unveiled a newly discovered species of a pterosaur, the largest ever flying animal 

according to a study conducted by Queen Mary University in London. 
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 • These species come from the Azhdarchid group of pterosaurs. 

 • The pterosaur’s name Cryodrakon boreas roughly translates to ‘frozen dragon of the north wind. 

India to launch deep sea research project 

In News: 

• India will launch ‘Samudrayaan’ project in 2021-22. 

• The project proposes to send a submersible vehicle with three persons to a depth of about 6000 

metres to carry out deep underwater studies. 

• The vehicle is capable of crawling on the sea bed at a depth of six-kilometre for 72 hours.  

• The 'Samudrayaan' project undertaken by the National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT). 

World's First iPS Corneal Transplant 

In News: 

• A Japanese woman has become the first person ever to receive an iPS corneal transplant.  

• In an incredible feat of medical advancement, a team from Osaka University in Japan conducted the 

firstever corneal transplant in July, using reprogrammed stem cells.  

• The woman, who is in her forties, was suffering from corneal epithelial stem cell deficiency, which 

can lead to blindness. 

Carbon nanotube computer chip developed 

In News: 

• Scientists at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) have developed the biggest-ever 

computer chip using carbon nanotubes (CNT).  

• The RV16XNano is a 16-bit processor that contains 14,000 transistors — electronic switches.  

• These switches are made up of CNT — tiny cylinders made of rolled-up, atom-thick sheets of 

graphene. 

Satrun has largest number of moons 

In News 

 Saturn has overtaken Jupiter as the planet with the most moons, according to US researchers.  

 A team discovered a haul of 20 new moons orbiting the ringed planet, bringing its total to 82; 

Jupiter, by contrast, has 79 natural satellites.  

 The moons were discovered using the Subaru telescope on Maunakea, Hawaii.  

 Each of the newly discovered objects in orbit around Saturn is about 5km (three miles) in 

diameter; 17 of them orbit the planet "backwards".  
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 This is known as a retrograde direction. The other three moons orbit in a prograde direction - 

the same direction as Saturn rotates.  

 Two of the prograde moons take about two years to travel once around the ringed planet.  

 The more-distant retrograde moons and one of the prograde moons each take more than three 

years to complete an orbit. 

Pyrofuse 

 Cutting off power in an accident is key in Electric Vehicles to prevent car occupants, rescuers 

from suffering electric shock. 

 Pyrofuse are small devices that “blow out” whole sections of the cable connection to the high-

voltage battery by means of miniature explosive charges, thus quickly and effectively shutting 

off the power circulation. 

IndiGen Initiative 

 In News: 

 The Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) has conducted a Whole Genome 

Sequencing of around 1,008 Indians from different populations across country in order to 

generate data on genetic diseases and to know risk of genetic diseases in future generations. 

The project is called as IndiGen Genome project. 

 The aim of the exercise was twofold: to test if it’s possible to rapidly and reliably scan several 

genomes and advise people on health risks that are manifest in their gene and to understand 

the variation and frequency of certain genes that are known to be linked to disease.  

 The outcomes of the IndiGen will have applications in a number of areas including predictive 

and preventive medicine with faster and efficient diagnosis of rare genetic diseases. 

EDGE computing 

What is Edge computing? 

 Edge computing is defined as the deployment of data-handling activities or other network 

operations away from centralized and always-connected network segments (like Dropbox, 

Gmail, etc.) and toward individual sources of data capture, such as endpoints like laptops, 

tablets. 

 It is an extension of cloud computing, and differs in terms of time taken in processing the 

information. The data is analysed locally, closer to where it is stored, in real-time without 

latency. 

 It is predicted that edge computing would be the next big trend after cloud. The global edge 

computing market is forecasted to reach more than $ 8 Billion by 2025 valued growing at more 

than 32% between 2019-2025. 

Benefits of edge computing  

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



JOKTA ACADEMY 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  Page 100 

 Speed: The most important benefit of edge computing is its ability to increase network 

performance by reducing latency (ability to process very high volumes of data with minimal 

delay). It allows for quicker data processing and content delivery.  

Security:  

 Centralized cloud computing architecture is vulnerable to distributed denial of service (DDoS) 

attacks and power outages.  

 Edge computing distributes processing, storage, and applications across a wide range of devices 

and data centers, which makes it difficult for any single disruption to take down the network.  

 Since more data is being processed on local devices rather than transmitting it back to a central 

data center, edge computing also reduces the amount of data actually at risk at any one time. 

Microbial fuel cells 

Why in News? 

Zoological Society of London (ZSL) scientists used plants to power sensors in the wild by installing 

microbial fuel cells. 

What is Microbial fuel cells? 

 A microbial fuel cell (MFC) is a device that converts chemical energy to electrical energy by the 

action of microorganisms. 

 It is a bio-electrochemical system that uses bacteria as the catalyst to oxidize organic and 

inorganic matter, and consequently, generate electric current out of it. 

 It has applications in various fields such as power generation systems, bio-recovery, waste-

water treatment, etc. 

How do Microbial Fuel Cells Work?  

 Microbial fuel cells work by allowing bacteria to oxidize and reduce organic molecules.  

 Bacterial respiration is basically one big redox reaction in which electrons are being moved 

around.  

 An oxidation-reduction (redox) reaction is a type of chemical reaction that involves a 

transfer of electrons between two species.  

 Whenever you have moving electrons, the potential exists for harnessing an electromotive force 

to perform useful work.  

 A MFC consists of an anode and a cathode separated by a cation specific membrane.  

 Microbes at the anode oxidize the organic fuel generating protons which pass through the 

membrane to the cathode, and electrons which pass through the anode to an external circuit to 

generate a current.  

  The trick of course is collecting the electrons released by bacteria as they respire. 
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Noble prize for Physics 

 Three scientists, James Peebles, Michel Mayor and Didier Queloz have won the Nobel Prize 

2019 for Physics for their contribution to the understanding of the evolution of the universe 

and earth's place in the cosmos. 

Cosmic Microwave Background (CMB):  

 Canadian-American cosmologist James Peebles, 84, won one-half of the Prize for his 

theoretical work helping us understand how the universe evolved after the Big Bang.  

 His work is focused largely on Cosmic Microwave Background (CMB) radiation, which is 

electromagnetic radiation left over from the early universe once it had cooled sufficiently 

following the Big Bang. 

Noble prize for Medicine 

The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine has been awarded to William Kaelin, Peter Ratcliffe and 

Gregg Semenza for discovering the complex processes behind how human cells respond to change in 

levels of oxygen.  

More on news  

 The research has tried to explain how cells adapt to higher or lower amounts of the molecule in 

the atmosphere.  

 When the body detects that less oxygen is present, the kidneys release a hormone called 

erythropoietin, or EPO, which tells the body to make more red blood cells to carry more oxygen 

around.  

 They found that a protein called hypoxia-inducible factor, or HIF, rises when there’s less oxygen 

around.  

 HIF then bonds to sections of DNA near the gene that produces EPO.  

 Extra HIF protein around the EPO gene acts like a turbo charge for the hormone’s production, 

which is how the body knows to make more red blood cells.  

 When there’s sufficient oxygen available again, HIF levels drop, as do red blood cell counts. 

Noble prize for Chemistry 

The 2019 Nobel Prize in Chemistry was awarded to John D. Goodenough, M. Stanley Whittingham and 

Akira Yoshino for their roles in the development of lithium-ion batteries. 

Lithium ion batteries  

 A lithium-ion battery is a type of rechargeable battery.  

 Lithium-ion batteries are commonly used for portable electronics (smartphones, laptops etc) 

and electric vehicles and for military and aerospace applications. 
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Navic 

In News: 

 ISRO and its commercial arm Antrix Corporation Ltd. are poised to commercialise India’s 

regional navigation satellite system, NavIC. 

Potential Uses: 

 

 Terrestrial, aerial and marine navigation; 

 Disaster management; 

 Vehicle tracking and fleet management (especially for mining and transportation sector); 

 Integration with mobile phones; 

 Precise timing (as for ATMs and power grids); 

 Mapping and geodetic data capture. 

Navigation in Indian Constellation 

 Navigation in Indian Constellation (NavIC) is an Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System 

(IRNSS), developed by the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO). 

 IRNSS consists of 7 satellites, three satellites in geostationary orbit and four satellites 

in geosynchronous orbit. 

 The main objective is to provide reliable position, navigation and timing services over India and 

its neighbourhood. 

 IRNSS provides two types of services, namely Standard Positioning Services available to all users 

and Restricted Services provided to authorised users. 

 It works just like the established and popular U.S. Global Positioning System (GPS) but within a 

1,500-km radius over the sub-continent. 

 It has been certified by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP), a global body for 

coordinating mobile telephony standards. 

ISRO to Launch Cartosat-3 

In News 

 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) would launch its earth imaging and mapping 

satellite Cartosat-3 along with 13 commercial nano satellites from the US, on November 25. 

 The satellites would be launched by India's Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle, PSLV-C47 into a Sun 

Synchronous Orbit from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) SHAR at Sriharikota in Andhra 

Pradesh.  

 The Cartosat-3 is a "third generation agile advanced satellite" having high resolution imaging 

capability  

 PSLV-C47 is the 21st flight of PSLV in 'XL' configuration (with 6 solid strap-on motors).  
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 PSLV-C47 would also carry 13 commercial nano satellites from United States of America as part 

of commercial arrangement with NewSpace India Limited (NSIL), Department of Space. 

Traditional Medicine 

Why in News? 

Recently, Ministry of AYUSH hosted World Health Organization meeting on developing Standardized 

Terminologies and Benchmarks documents for Practice for Traditional Medicine. 

Background: 

World Health organization (WHO) has launched Traditional Medicine Strategy 2014-2023 to help health 

care leaders to develop solution that contribute to a broader vision of improved health and patient 

autonomy.  

 

 The strategy has two key goals  

 to support Member States in harnessing the potential contribution of Traditional and 

Complementary Medicine (T&CM) to health, wellness and people centered health care and  

 

 To promote the safe and effective use of T&CM through the regulation of products, practice and 

practitioners.  

About Traditional Medicine: 

 Traditional medicine describes a group of health care practices and products with a long history 

of use.  

 It frequently refers to medical knowledge developed by indigenous cultures that incorporates 

plant, animal and mineral-based medicines, spiritual therapies and manual techniques designed 

to treat illness or maintain wellbeing.  

 Major traditional medicines in India include: Ayurveda, Yoga, Siddha, Unani, Sowa-Rigpa, 

Naturopathy etc. 

Benefits of Traditional Medicine 

 These systems are based on definite medical philosophies and represent a way of healthy 

living with established concepts on prevention of diseases and promotion of health. 

 Importance and demand of Yoga, Ayurveda, Homeopathy, Siddha and Unani medical 

systems have grown especially due to growing challenges of Non-Communicable Diseases 

(NCDs), lifestyle disorders, long term diseases, multidrug-resistant diseases, which are not 

easily solved by the allopathic medical system. 

 After Independence, the Government started supporting all the medical systems for their 

growth, thereby offering the public a choice for their routine health care need. Because of this 
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as now there are public patronage and institutional support to widen the strength of these 

systems in curative, preventive, promotive aspects of health care. 

Challenges 

 Historical: Steps were taken to uplift the sector after the Report of the Committee on 

Indigenous Systems of Medicine, published by the Ministry of Health in 1948 but they were 

scrapped later. Almost all attempts of integration of AYUSH sector has failed till now. 

 Unregulated: Traditional Medicine products are unregulated in many countries, and therefore 

many of the concerns about the risks for consumers relate to the safety and quality of medicinal 

products. o Reported problems include sales of incorrect plant species and the contamination 

and adulteration of Traditional medication therapies. 

 Inadequacy of resources: The policy to mainstream AYUSH faces the problem of inadequate 

medicines, lack of health centres, capacity building, practitioners and public faith on its 

efficiency. 

 Quantity vs Quality: Integration of AYUSH into the health-care system faces the debate of, 

whether to provide AYUSH facilities everywhere leaving no place behind or to improve the 

existing facilities to full potential. 

Competition with modern medicine: 

 

 Dishonest practices by most of the AYUSH practitioners makes allopathy look more trustworthy. 

 Scepticism towards AYUSH treatments and procedures by people, mainly the allopathic sector. 

 Mindless cosmeticisation of AYUSH products in the name of natural-organic origin in 

comparison to the artificial allopathic products. 

 More focus on the export promotion of AYUSH products to gain market attention. 

 Less or no efforts: There is a sharp status gap between modern medicine and AYUSH and little 

has been done to harmonise both the sectors. Merely expanding AYUSH’s framework will only 

expand the present list of problems. 

 Conflict of Interests: AYUSH lobby fears a loss of identity following such integration. The 

allopathic lobby alleges that standards of medical care would be diluted after the integration. 

 Isolationist attitude: In the case of traditional medicine, an isolationist attitude to keep it 

separate from other systems of medicine, could deter scientific scrutiny and block some 

potential value addition. 

Way Forward: 

 Promotion of Traditional Medicine: The knowledge of traditional medicine, treatments and 

practices should be respected, preserved, promoted and communicated widely and 

appropriately based on the circumstances in each country.  

 Improve regulatory framework: Governments have a responsibility for the health of their 

people and should formulate national policies, regulations, and standards as part of 
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comprehensive national health systems to ensure appropriate, safe and effective use of 

traditional medicine.  

 Training and qualified practice for practitioners: Governments should establish systems for the 

qualification, accreditation or licensing of traditional medicine practitioners. Traditional 

medicine practitioners should upgrade their knowledge and skills based on national 

requirements.  

 Collaboration between conventional and traditional medicine providers: Since consumers 

often use both treatments simultaneously, it is necessary to improve collaboration between 

registered/licensed traditional practitioners and conventional health care providers. 

SPACE-BASED INTERNET 

In News: 

 Elon Musk-run SpaceX has launched 60 "Starlink" satellites into low-Earth orbit from Cape 

Canaveral Air Force Station, Florida that will bring cheaper Internet access to the world.  

 The 60 mini satellites went into space aboard Falcon 9 rocket, ending a nearly three-month 

launch hiatus for the company.  

 The "Starlink" satellites will be deployed at an altitude of 280 km to beam broadband Internet 

services.  

 The 60 Starlink satellites are part of the second batch of SpaceXs broadband Internet mega 

constellation.  

 SpaceX is developing a low latency, broadband internet system to meet the needs of 

consumers across the globe. 

Fortune's Businessperson of the Year list 

In News: 

 Microsoft's India-born Chief Executive Officer Satya Nadella has occupied the top spot in 

Fortune's Businessperson of the Year 2019 list, an annual compilation that also includes 

Mastercard CEO Ajay Banga and Arista head Jayshree Ullal.  

 Banga is ranked 8th, while Ullal comes in at the 18th spot in the list for which Fortune looked at 

10 financial factors ranging from total return to shareholders to return on capital. Both Banga 

and Ullal are of Indian-origin.  

 Elizabeth Gaines of Fortescue Metals Group is on second, Brian Niccol is on third. 

The 3rd Women Scientists Conclave 

In News: 

 The third edition of women scientists’ and Entrepreneurs’ conclave will be organized at the 

India International Science Festival (IISF).  

 IISF will be held in Kolkata on 7-8 November 2019 
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 It is an effort to inspire young women to take up careers in Science, Technology and 

Entrepreneurship and help them get exposed to opportunities in the field. 

Spider species named after Sachin Tendulkar 

In News: 

 Dhruv Prajapati, a research scholar from the Gujarat Ecological Education & Research (GEER) 

Foundation, has discovered two new spider species found in Kerala, TamilNadu and 

Gujarat.One spider species was named after Indian cricketer Sachin Tendulkar as “Marengo 

Sachin Tendulkar” while the other was named as “Indomarengo chavarapater” after Saint 

Kuriakose Elias Chavara. 

 NVIDIA announced World’s largest Supercomputer 

In News: 

 NVIDIA has announceda new kind of GPU-accelerated supercomputer in the cloud on 

Microsoft Azure. 

 NDv2 supercomputer is designed to handle demanding AI and high-performance computing 

applications, using up to 800 NVIDIA V100 Tensor Core GPUs.  

 It enables customers to rent an AI supercomputer on-demand from their desk, and match the 

capabilities of large-scale on premises supercomputers. 

 

5. ENVIRONMENT 

DESERTIFICATION 

In News: 

 PM Modi addressed the High Level Segment of the 14th Conference of Parties (COP14) of the 

UN Convention to Combat Desertification, held at New Delhi 

 India has raised the target of restoring land with degraded status from 21 million hectares to 26 

million hectares (27% of total degraded land) by 2030.  

 Area of India undergoing the process of land degradation, as of 2011-13 is 96.5 million hectares 

of land – 29% of total geographical area  

 India called upon the leadership of UNCCD to conceive a “Global Water Action Agenda” which is 

central to the Land Degradation Neutrality strategy.To further develop a scientific approach and 

facilitate induction of technology to land degradation issues, India has decided to set up a centre 

for excellence in India at the Indian Council for Forest Research and Education. 
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 India became part of the “Bonn Challenge”, a global effort to bring 150 million hectares of the 

world’s deforested and degraded land into restoration by 2020, and 350 million hectares by 

2030 

Global water Agenda: 

 UN-Water aims to capture the constantly evolving dimensions of water-related issues, offering a 

holistic outlook on challenges under the umbrella of water security. It highlights the main 

challenges to be addressed, the role water security plays in policy agendas, and possible options 

for addressing water security challenges. 

Boon Challenge: 

 “Bonn Challenge” is a global effort to bring 150 million hectares of the world’s deforested and 

degraded land into restoration by 2020, and 350 million hectares by 2030. 

 At the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Conference of the 

Parties (COP) 2015 in Paris,India joined the voluntary Bonn Challenge and pledged to bring 

into restoration 13 million hectares of degraded and deforested land by 2020, and an 

additional 8 million hectares by 2030. India’s pledge is one of the largest in Asia. 

New Delhi Declaration 

In News 

 The declaration was adopted by the participating countries at the 14th CoP to the UNCCD. 

 It comes with an action plan to save the planet from losing more land and to achieve SDG target 

of land degradation neutrality by 2030.  

 The parties expressed support for new initiatives to improve human health, well-being and to 

advance peace and security. 

The declaration also stated that, 

 World needs to consider land-based solutions for climate action and  

  Biodiversity conservation to achieve the long-term goals of the Paris Agreement.  

It also special emphasis on, 

   Community-driven transformative projects, 

 That are gender-sensitive at local, national and regional levels to drive implementation. 

Bamboonomics 

In News: 

 Ministry of Tribal Affairs launched the biggest Tribal movement, to promote tribal enterprise 

through „Bamboonomics‟. 
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 It was launched for combating desertification and the climate change at COP 14 to the UNCCD. 

 TRIFED introduced the ,The 4P1000 Initiative: The Tribal Perspective through Bamboonomics. 

 The international initiative "4 per 1000" was launched by France in 2015 at the COP 21. 

The aim of the initiative is to,  

 Demonstrate that agriculture, and in particular agricultural soils can play a crucial role where 

food security and climate change are concerned.  

The ambition of the initiative is to, 

 Encourage stakeholders to transition towards a productive, highly resilient agriculture, o based 

on the appropriate management of lands and soils,  

 creating jobs and incomes hence ensuring sustainable development. 

  An annual growth rate of 0.4% in the soil carbon stocks, or 4‰ per year, in the first 30-40 cm of soil,  

 would significantly reduce the CO2 concentration in the atmosphere related to human 

activities. 

 This is what the 4 per 1000 Initiative proposes, soils for food security and climate. 

 The initiative is intended to complement those necessary efforts to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions globally.  

SINGLE USE PLASTIC 

Why in News? 

India has held off imposing a blanket ban on single-use plastics to combat pollution. 

What is single use plastic? 

• Single-use plastics, also referred as disposable plastics, are commonly used for plastic 

packaging and intended to be used only once before they are thrown away or recycled. These 

include grocery (polythene) bags, food packaging, bottles, straws, containers, cups, cutlery etc. 

• Plastic is so cheap and convenient that it has replaced all other materials from the packaging 

industry but it takes hundreds of years to disintegrate. 

• It is a huge problem. If we look at the data, out of 9.46 million tonnes of plastic 

waste generated every year in our country, 43% is single use plastic. 

Impact of single use plastic (SUP): 

 Marine life & climate change: Plastic waste is at epidemic proportions in the world's oceans with an 

estimated 100 million tonnes dumped there to date. 

 Scientists have found large amounts of micro plastic in the intestines of deep-dwelling ocean 

mammals like whales.  
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 Single-use plastics make up on average 49% of beach litter.  

Human health: The toxins, poisons and persistent pollutants present in some of these plastic products 

leach and enter human bodies where they cause several diseases, including cancer and can damage 

nervous systems, lungs and reproductive organs. 

 Humans may be consuming anywhere from 39,000 to 52,000 microplastic particles a year 

through fish (contaminated with microplastics) alone. 

Environmental pollution: A staggering total of it remains uncollected causing choking of drainage and 

river systems, littering of the marine ecosystem, soil and water pollution, ingestion by stray animals, and 

open air burning leading to adverse impact on environment. 

Less reused: A United Nations report on environment states that only 9% of all plastic waste ever 

produced has been recycled. About 12% has gone through incineration, while the rest — 79% — has 

piled up in landfills, dumps or the natural environment, leading to slow poisoning of the earth. 

Increasing Carbon dioxide: If the production, disposal and incineration of plastic continues on its 

present day growth trajectory, by 2030 these global emissions could reach 1.34 gigatonne per year — 

equivalent to more than 295 coal-based power plants of 500-MW capacity. 

More impact on developing countries: The ubiquitous plastic seems to be a curse for the third world 

countries, because poor countries, especially in Asia, not only have their own plastic dump to deal with 

but also the plastic trash that lands on their shores from developed countries. 

 India has imported 99,545 MT plastic flakes and 21,801 MT plastic lumps from South America, 

Africa, Middle East, Europe and Asia. 

 Recently, Malaysia has decided that 450 tonne of contaminated plastic waste would be shipped 

back to where it came from — Australia, Bangladesh, Canada, China, Japan, Saudi Arabia and the 

US. 

Disposal issue: They do not biodegrade instead they slowly break down into smaller pieces of plastic 

called microplastics which again causes more issues. It ca n tak e up to thousands of years for plastic 

bags and Styrofoam containers to decompose 

What are the challenges? 

• Low value: These are low value plastics so waste pickers do not collect them and they remain 

uncollected and littered. 

• Visibility: Plastic waste is about 8-10% of the total municipal solid waste and just 4% at the 

landfill sites because all the good plastic is picked up. Single use plastic is just about 10-15% of 

that 4%, still they can be seen everywhere so it appears to be huge. 

• Collection: Single use plastics largely remains uncollected. If collected cleanly then there are 

scopes of recycling or energy recovery (in case of thermoplastics specifically) but that is not the 

case. 

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



JOKTA ACADEMY 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  Page 110 

• Inadequacy of data: We do not have data about the quantity of the plastic littering our roads. 

• Non-biodegradable: The non-biodegradable nature of plastic adds to the issue as it will never 

truly disappear, instead it breaks into microplastics and gets into the ecological cycles. 

• Dysfunctional systems: Our municipal corporations are dysfunctional and at loggerheads with 

the state governments for resources and funding. They are unable to collect both data on plastic 

and the litter itself. 

• Unorganised labour: In plastic collection, mostly unorganised labour is involved without any 

kind of proper machinery or assorting units. 

How to deal with above challenge? 

• Looking for viable alternatives with special lifecycle which should not become a problem in itself 

when the economy of scale is achieved. 

• Strengthening the collection mechanisms because any plastic which is collected has value in 

terms of recycling and energy production. 

• Finding solutions for those items which are kept out of focus right now. 

• Stopping the habit of littering through incentives, fines and behaviour change. 

Viable options: 

• Clothes and paper carry bags- These are simple to make, natural and biodegradable. 

• Aluminium containers- Aluminium industry has to make products more customer friendly, 

cheaper and government has to play an active role in that. 

• Glass- It was used widely before plastic came in so it needs revival. 

Forest-PLUS 2.0  

In News 

 Union Environment Ministry and US Agency for International Development (USAID) has 

launched ForestPLUS 2.0.  

 It is a 5-year programme that focuses on developing tools & techniques to bolster ecosystem 

management and harness ecosystem services in forest landscape management. 

 It is a set of pilot projects meant to enhance sustainable forest landscape management.  

 Previously, Forest-PLUS was completed in 2017. Forest-PLUS 2.0 was initiated in December 

2018. 

Achievements of Forest-PLUS  

o Promotion of bio-briquettes in Sikkim, 

o  Introduction of solar heating systems in Rampur and 

o Development of an agro-forestry model in Hoshangabad 

 Forest-PLUS 2.0 - It comprises pilot project in 3 landscapes - Gaya in Bihar, Thiruvananthapuram 

in Kerala and Medak in Telangana. 
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 These sites were chosen for the contrast in their landscapes – Bihar (Forest deficit area), 

Telangana (Relatively drier area) and Kerala (Rich in Biodiversity). 

 3 Focal points of action under the programme are, 

o Developing tools for multiple services in forests management 

o Instruments for leveraging finance & mobilising investment from the private sector 

o  Economic opportunities for forest-dependent people. 

Happy Seeder (HS) and its effects on Wheat yield 

Why in News? 

Recently, Punjab C.M faced opposition from farmers, when he said that, using  Happy Seeders  

(HS) for direct wheat sowing leads to increased productivity,hence farmers must ,stop burning 

paddy stubble to clear the fields. 

Key Highlights 

 Happy Seeder (HS) or Turbo Happy Seeder (THS) is a tractor-operated machine.  

 It is developed by the Punjab Agricultural University (PAU) in collaboration with Australian 

Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR). It is for in-situ management of paddy 

stubble (straw) 

 It costs around Rs 1.50 to 1.60 lakh and is manufactured by different companies. 

 The agriculture department gives 80% subsidy to farmer groups and 50% subsidy to individual 

farmers. 

 The average wheat yields a farmer gets using traditional sowing method (after burning stubble) 

is 19-22 quintal/acre. 

 By using Happy Seeder, in the first year, the yield was 17 q/acre but after that it‟s increased to 

19-22 q/acre. 

 Initially, farmers face problems because after sowing with HS, fields require proper 

management. 

 According to farmers, Happy Seeder doesn’t work on thick bunches of straw left behind, so it 

made them to burn stubble.  

 According to experts, wheat yield will start increasing after 2-3 years, as the stubble will add to 

the organic quality of the soil. 

Global / Global Solar Park 

Why in News? 

 During the United Nations Climate Summit, the Prime Minister of India also inaugurated 

the Gandhi Solar Park at the headquarters of the United Nations. 

 This underlines the importance of Gandhiji's principles as a moral compass for the world which 

grapples with challenges of climate change, terrorism, and corruption. 
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 On the occasion, a special UN Postage stamp on Gandhi's 150 years was also released. 

Gandhi Solar Park 

 It is a first of its kind symbolic Indian effort at the UN that highlights India's willingness to go 

beyond the talk on climate change and climate action. 

 At a contribution of about USD 1 million, India has gifted solar panels that have been installed on 

the roof of the UN Headquarters, one panel each for every 193 UN member states. 

 The solar panels are powered up to reach the max of 50 KW of generation power. 

 Energy generated in the park is equivalent to the energy that would have been created through 

the use of 30,000 kilograms of coal. 

Global Climate Strike Movement 

Why in News? 

Students in more than 2,000 cities across the world are holding demonstrations under the 

#FridaysforFuture movement. 

Key Highlights 

 The #FridaysforFuture movement, also known as the Youth Strike for Climate Movement, started 

in August 2018. 

 It was started by Swedish student  Greta Thunberg, who skipped school to protest outside 

parliament for more action against climate change.  

 Thunberg called for a strike every Friday until the Swedish parliament revised its policies towards 

climate change. 

 Gradually, students and adults from across the world started mobilising and demonstrating in 

front of parliaments and local city halls in their respective countries 

 Thousands of events are planed from September 20th to 27th,  

 Millions of students to walk out of classrooms, workplaces and homes, 

 to join together in the streets and demand climate action and climate justice. 

 The strikes are registered to take place in over 2,350 cities. 

 In India, strikes have been scheduled in New Delhi, Chennai, Pune, Mumbai, Phagwara (Punjab), 

Nagercoil (Tamil Nadu), Kishangarh (Rajasthan) and several other places. 

 Students are demanding  urgent,  decisive‟ action to keep global average temperatures from 

rising above 1.5 degree Celsius. 

 The global strikes will commence just as the “UN Climate Action Summit 2019” set to take place in 

New York on September 23, where Thunberg has been invited. 

 These global school movements have been supported by scientists as well. 

 The sentiments behind these school student movements are  

  The “broken promises” of older generations,  

  Members of which continue to extract and use fossil fuels. 

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



September to January 2020 current affairs 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  113 
 

Global Environment facility  

In News 

 It is a financial mechanism established under the 1992 Rio Earth Summit to help tackle our 

planet’s most pressing environmental problems.  

 It is managed by World Bank.  

 Presently, it involves an international partnership of 183 countries, international institutions, 

civil society organizations and the private sector that addresses global environmental issues.  

 The Council is the GEF's main governing body, comprises 32 Members appointed by and from 

among GEF member countries (14 from developed countries, 16 from developing countries and 

2 from economies in transition).  

 The GEF Assembly is composed of all 183 member countries which meets every four years to 

review general policies, GEF’s operation and the membership of the Facility.  

 Environmental Conventions under GEF financial mechanism  

 Convention on Bio diversity (CBD)  

 Convention to combat desertification (UNCCD) 

 Framework convention on climate change (UNFCCC) 

 Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants o Minamata Convention 

 Montreal Protocol (provides support) Its significance  

 Since its inception, the GEF has provided over $17.9 billion in grants mobilized an additional 

$93.2 billion in cofinancing for a whole range of projects that combat climate change, restore 

degraded farmlands, protect biodiversity etc.  

 Its small grants programme has helped farmers in various developing countries adapt to climate 

change impacts, especially water shortages.  

 It strongly supports inclusion of national agencies in the GEF partnership to build suitable 

capacities in the country and improve the efficiency.  

 The GEF Gender Mainstreaming Policy has strengthened role of gender in the operations in a 

more systematic manner. 

IPCC Meet on Climate Change in Delhi 

In News: 

 India is hosting the Second Lead Author Meeting of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) Working Group III Sixth Assessment Report at New Delhi, beginning 30 

September to 4 October 2019.  

 IPCC authors and scientists are working to deliver the most relevant and up-to-date research on 

climate change mitigation. 

New technology to remove carbon dioxide from air 
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In News 

 The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in the US have developed a new technology to 

capture carbon dioxide from a stream of air, virtually at any concentration level. 

 Most methods of removing carbon dioxide from a stream of gas required higher concentrations. 

the new method could suck out the gas even when it was present in very low concentrations.  

 The new method required significantly energy, and could even suck out the greenhouse gas at 

the roughly 400 parts per million currently found in the atmosphere.  

 In a study, published in the journal Energy and Environmental Science, the researchers 

described the device as a large, specialized battery with a stack of electrodes that absorbs 

carbon dioxide from the air passing over its surface as it was being charged up, and then 

released the gas as it was being discharged. 

e-Waste Clinic  

In News 

 India‘s first e-waste clinic is going to be setup in Bhopal.   

 The clinic would ensure scientific handling and disposal of electronic waste generate from both 

households and commercial establishments.  

 The Bhopal Municipal Corporation (BMC) and the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) have 

signed an MoU to this effect.  

 The project would be taken up as a pilot project in Bhopal for three months and will be 

subsequently replicated across India.  

 It has been conceived as per the Solid Waste Management Policy, 2016. 

Cooking oil-to-biodiesel 

In News  

 Zomato and biodiesel manufacturer BioD Energy have inked a partnership to collect used 

cooking oil from restaurants around the country so that it could be converted into biodiesel, 

which would then be sold to oil marketing companies to be blended with regular diesel. 

 According to FSSAI regulations, the maximum permissible limits for Total Polar Compounds 

(TPC) have been set at 25%, beyond which the cooking oil is unsafe for consumption.  

 Reducing the re-use of cooking oil in the food industry will have positive public health outcomes 

and also reduces import demand of crude oil. 

 The deal assumes significance in the light of government’s Repurpose Cooking Oil (RUCO) 

initiative  

About RUCO  

 It was launched by The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) in Feb 2019 to 

collect and convert used cooking oil into bio-fuel.  
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 As many as 64 companies in 101 locations across the country have been identified for the 

purpose by FSSAI. By 2020, it should be possible to recover about 220 crore litres of used 

cooking oil for conversion into bio-fuel. 

Seed Bill 2019 

 Why in News? 

The Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare has finalized the draft Seed Bill 2019 and is expected to 

table it in the ongoing winter session of Parliament. The Bill aims to regulate the quality of seeds sold 

and facilitate the production and supply of these seeds to farmers. It aims to foster competition by 

amending the Seed Act, 1966 and Seed Rules, 1968. There are certain proposals in the Bill such as 

registration of seed varieties, powers granted to the government to fix prices inter-alia which suffer 

from certain drawbacks. In this regard, the seed industry has made certain observations and 

recommendations to the government. 

Key features of the seed bill 2019 

 The draft Seeds Bill aims to regulate the quality of seeds for sale, import, export, and replace the 

Seeds Act, 1966.  

 The new draft Bill will also replace other legislations governing the seed market such as 

Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Act, 2001 (PPVFR Act) and Seeds Control 

Order, 1983.  

 All varieties of seeds for sale have to be registered and are required to meet certain prescribed 

minimum standards. o If a registered variety of seed fails to perform up to expected standards, 

the farmer can claim compensation from the producer or dealer.  

 Transgenic varieties of seeds can be registered only after the applicant has obtained clearance 

under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.  

 Mandatory certification through a proper lab process for all seeds instead of the earlier clause of 

self certification by the company that was there in the 2004 Act.  

 Regulation of sale price during emergent situation such as scarcity of seeds, abnormal rise in 

prices, monopolistic pricing or profiteering in respect of a particular variety.  

 The Bill exempts farmers from the requirement of compulsory registration. Farmers are allowed 

to sow, exchange or sell their farm seeds and planting material without having to conform to the 

prescribed minimum limits of germination, physical purity and genetic purity (as required by 

registered seeds). However, farmers cannot sell any seed under a brand name.  

 Penalties have been proposed for contravening any provision of the Act for those selling 

misbranded or substandard seeds. 

C 40 world Mayor’s  summit 

In News: 
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 The C40 World Mayors’ Summit is being held from 9th-12th October 2019 in Copenhagen, 

Denmark. 

 It is a conference where city leaders from around the world share ideas on green urban 

development, and on ways to get national governments to act on climate issues. 

 Apart from Mayors and Deputy Mayors, the Summit is being attended by climate experts, 

influencers, business leaders, innovators, changemakers, and citizens. 

 Over the past decade, C40 has convened six Mayors Summits, hosted by London (2005), New 

York (2007), Seoul (2009), São Paulo (2011), Johannesburg (2014) and Mexico City (2016). 

 

 Each C40 Mayors Summit has provided unique opportunities for the mayors of the world’s great 

cities to showcase their climate leadership on the global stage. 

 C40 Summits are known for publishing important research, showcasing innovations by cities, 

and for forging global partnerships. 

 At the 2019 Summit, the Mayor of Los Angeles has taken over as chair of the group. 

 The cities from India that are part of the C40 are Delhi NCT, Bengaluru, Chennai, and Kolkata. 

Zero Carbon Law 

Why in News? 

Recently, the New Zealand’s parliament has passed The Zero Carbon Act. This has made New Zealand 

the world’s first country to make a legal climate change target in its law. This Act will help New Zealand 

to commit to Zero carbon emission by 2050, which is a part of the country’s attempts to meet its Paris 

climate accords commitments. 

 More About the law: 

 According to the New Zealand government, this is the first legislation in the world to make a 

legally binding commitment to living within 1.5 degrees Celsius of global warming. 

 

 The Zero-Carbon Act will commit New Zealand to zero carbon emissions by 2050 or sooner, as 

part of the country’s attempts to meet its Paris climate accord commitments. 

 

The key aims of the Law include: 

 reduce all greenhouse gases (except methane) to net zero by 2050. 

 reduce emissions of biogenic methane (produced from biological sources) up to 24-47 percent 

below 2017 levels by 2050 and to 10 percent below 2017 levels by 2030, 

 establish an independent Climate Change Commission and 

 establish a system of emissions budget. 
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Stubble Burning 

In News: 

 The Punjab government has decided to pay ₹2,500 per acre as compensation to small and 

marginal farmers, who have not burnt paddy residue in the ongoing harvesting season. 

 Farmers’ unions and agriculture experts feel that the move may not fetch the desired results as 

the compensation is only to those who own land up to five acres. 

 The government data shows that between October 1 and November 13, as many as 48,689 

cases of farm fires were reported in Punjab. Last year, during the same period there were 

44,845 such incidents 

 Stubble burning, close to the autumn season every year, has been a key contributing factor to 

air pollution across the northern region, including Delhi.  

 For management of paddy straw, the Centre and the State government are providing subsidised 

agro-machines and equipment to farmers and cooperative societies to achieve zero burning, 

yet farmers continue to burn the crop residue claiming lack of alternatives.  

 The long term solution lies in alternative uses of residue for which the State government 

needs to infuse investment so as utilize the stubble collected Ex: bioethanol production, fodder 

for animals,use for bedding material for animals, mushroom cultivation and so on. 

Plastic parks in India 

Why in News? 

Odisha has become the first state to start working on developing a ‘Plastic Park’, located 

in Jagatsinghpur district. 

Key Points 

 India’s domestic production meets only 50% of its demand for plastic, which is increasing with 

the growth of construction and infrastructure sector. 

 

 Many construction companies are using plastic materials. The components used include 

everything from plastic screws and hinges to bigger plastic parts that are used in decoration, 

electric wiring, flooring, wall covering, waterproofing and so on. 

 To reduce imports, the Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers (MoCF), had formulated a scheme 

for setting up of four Plastic Parks in Assam (Tinsukia), Madhya Pradesh (Raisen), Odisha 

(Jagatsinghpur) and Tamil Nadu (Thiruvallur). 

 Two plastic parks in the States of Jharkhand (Deogarh) and Madhya Pradesh (Bilaua) have also 

been given ‘final approval’ in 2018-19. 

National Ganga Council (NGC) 

In News 
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 The National Ganga Council (NGC), which is headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi met for 

the first time at Kanpur since its inception in 2016, with the proposal to save and enhance the 

population of the Gangetic Dolphin  

 The council also discussed the concept of “River Cities” and an action plan to provide sewer 

connection to every household in towns along the Ganga and its tributaries.  

 The council consists of chief ministers from five states along the Ganga — Uttar Pradesh, West 

Bengal, Uttarakhand, Bihar and Jharkhand along with nine Union ministers and NITI Aayog 

vice-chairman.  

 The central objective of the council is to work on the “protection, prevention, control and 

abatement of environmental pollution in River Ganga and its rejuvenation to its natural and 

pristine condition and to ensure continuous adequate flow of water”.  

About Gangetic River Dolphins  

 The Gangetic river dolphins were officially discovered in 1801 and are one of the oldest 

creatures in the world along with some species of turtles, crocodiles and sharks, according to 

the World Wildlife Fund (WWF).  

 In 2009, the Gangetic dolphins were declared India’s National Aquatic animal.  

 It is placed under the “endangered” category by the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN).  

 The Gangetic river dolphins can only live in freshwater and prefer deep waters  

 They are blind and catch their prey in a unique manner, using ultrasonic sound waves 

Re-vitalising Ethanol blending 

Why in News? 

 A consistent and flexible policy for ethanol blending is needed to derive the many advantages that it 

offers across sectors. 

 What is the need? 

 To achieve the government‘s target of 10% blending by 2022, the ethanol required is 300 crore 

litres.  

 Of this, 130 crore litres is consumed by the potable alcohol sector and 60 crore litres by 

chemical industries, leaving only about 110 crore litres for blending with petrol.  

 India‘s fuel bill in 2018-19 is expected to rise by 42% to $125 billion from $88 billion in 2017-18.  

 To help reduce current account deficit and to make best use of a domestically available 

alternate, ethanol blending with petrol for fuelling vehicles was proposed.  

 It serves as an environment-friendly alternative which can help reduce India‘s dependence on oil 

imports, thus presenting itself as a compelling option. 

 Concerns: 
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 The ethanol blending policy was first announced in 2002 with a target of 5% blending rate.  

 However, lack of a consistent policy and the will to implement the programme effectively 

resulted in the average blending rate still hovering around 2.07% in 2016-17.  

 Along with that, pricing of ethanol, whether to be fixed by the government or identified through 

tendering, created so much of hassle for the oil marketing companies.  

 Also, since the price offered by the potable alcohol industry more attractive, sugar mills tend to 

leverage more towards them rather contributing towards ethanol blending.  

 State governments, on their part, have either banned inter-State movement of ethanol or dis-

incentivised it by levying taxes, affecting both demand and supply.  

What are the measures needed? 

 For India‘s ethanol blending programme to deliver, three critical factors are essential — policy 

consistency, price stability and flexibility.  

 Automotive Industry will have to study if engines need to be modified, with increasing blending 

requirements, and have to make necessary adjustments.  

 Price stability - Ethanol has competing users and for OMCs to get their share for blending they 

should pay a remunerative price.  

 Thus, for ensuring price stability, ethanol pricing should be de-linked from crude prices.  

 Policy consistency - Blending ethanol with petrol will help the country manage its surplus farm 

output by using feedstock that goes into making ethanol.  

 The national bio-fuel policy permits damaged/broken food grains apart from agri-waste to be 

converted into ethanol.  

 Flexibility- In India, ethanol is produced after distilling molasses, a by-product of sugar.  

 Sugar mills should be allowed to produce ethanol directly from cane juice or by converting 

molasses earlier in the process instead of producing sugar.  

 This would avoid rising cane arrears due to surplus production of sugar and would also ensure 

better price realisation for farmers through diversification 

Effects of Drugs Discharged into the Yamuna 

Why in news? 

A recent study reveals the effects of the discharge of drug-containing effluents into the Yamuna. 

Discharge of drug-containing effluents can cause drug resistance 

 By studying nine different pharmaceutical active compounds in Yamuna River, researchers have 

now pointed out that it can “possibly cause chronic toxicity” to aquatic life and to humans who 

use this water. 

 As our body does not use the entire quantity of the drug we take, most of it is excreted and end 

up in aquatic systems via domestic sewage. 
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 The researchers from IIT-Delhi and National Mission for Clean Ganga collected water samples 

from six sites across the 25 km river stretch during three different seasons (November 2010, 

April and July 2011). 

 Using different extraction processes, the pharmaceutical residues in the water were recovered 

and analysed. 

Findings of the Research 

 The team looked at six over-the-counter drugs (aspirin, paracetamol, ibuprofen, ranitidine, 

caffeine, diclofenac) and three prescription drugs (carbamazepine, codeine, diazepam). 

 Ibuprofen and paracetamol were found at a high concentration of 1.49 and 1.08 microgram per 

litre respectively. 

 Previous studies have shown that even small concentration of ibuprofen could cause an 

antagonistic effect on aquatic organisms. 

 Studies have also shown that ibuprofen exposure could increase cyanobacterial growth in the 

water. 

 Caffeine was found in high concentration in most of the sites. Caffeine is used as a stimulant in 

medicine; residue from beverages and other food products may be a contributor. 

 Even prescription drugs such as carbamazepine were found in the samples with the highest level 

at 1.35 microgram per litre. 

Hazards 

 Though the individual levels were small and cannot cause acute toxicity to the marine life, the 

mixture of compounds can cause chronic toxicity. 

 We need more studies on the pharmaceutical residues as this is found to be an emerging 

problem in many countries. 

 This not only affects the biodiversity of the river but can also lead to the rise of superbugs. 

 Way Forward 

 Uncontrolled discharge of drug-containing effluents in our rivers and other water bodies can 

potentially make many microbes drug-resistant. 

 Our sewage treatment plants are not designed to take care of these pharmaceutical 

compounds. 

 Also, we have no guidelines or specific rules in place about this. 

 There is a need to sensitize the government and this report is the first step toward it. 
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6. Defence 

 

INS Khanderi commissioned in Mumbai 

In News: 

• Defence Minister Rajnath Singh commissioned submarine INS Khanderi in Mumbai on 28 

September 2019.  

• Khanderi is inspired by the fish name Kanneri found in the Arabian sea.  

• Key features of the submarine include a state-of-the-art stealth technology which reduces its 

noise under the sea. 

• Defence Minister also commissioned, INS Nilgiri, the first ship of the P-17A frigates. 

Malabar 2019 -Trilateral maritime exercise 

In News: 

• The 23rd edition of the trilateral maritime exercise of India, Japan and the United States(US) 

named Malabar 2019 began at Sasebo, Japan on 26 September 2019. 

• 2 frontline indigenously designed and built Indian naval ships -- multi-purpose guided-missile 

frigate Sahyadri and ASW Corvette Kiltan arrived at Sasebo to participate in the exercise. 

Ponung Doming created history  

In News: 

• Ponung Doming, created history after she became the first woman officerfrom Arunachal 

Pradesh to hold the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the Indian Army. 

• She was elevated to the post of a Lieutenant Colonel on 23 September 2019.  

• Wing Commander Shaliza Dhami became the first woman officer of the Indian Air Force to be 

elevated as the Flight Commander of a flying unit in August 2019. 

Anjali Singh: India's 1st military diplomat 

In News: 

• Wing Commander Anjali Singh has become India's first female military diplomat to be posted in 

any of the Indian missions abroad.  

• Singh has joined the Indian Embassy in Russia as the Deputy Air Attache.  

• Singh, who is trained on MiG-29 fighter aircraft, joined her new assignment on September 10, 

2019. 

• An air attaché is an Air Force officer who is part of a diplomatic mission. 

Wargaming software handed over to Indian Navy 
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In News: 

• Institute for Systems Studies and Analysis (ISSA) Delhi, has designed and developed a new 

generation Wargaming Software in collaboration with Maritime Warfare Centre, 

Visakhapatnam to meet the contemporary operational and tactical level wargaming 

requirement for the Indian Navy. 

• It was handed over to Vice Chief of the Naval Staff Vice Admiral G Ashok Kumar at ISSA, on 16 

September 2019. 

DRDO handed over ‘Netra’ aircraft to IAF 

In News: 

• The DRDO has handed over the second airborne warning plane, Netra, to the Indian Air Force. 

• The Netra, an Airborne Early Warning and Control (AEWC) aircraft, is useful for surveillance, 

tracking, identification and classification of airborne and sea surface targets and is useful in 

detecting incoming ballistic missile threats.  

• It had played a stellar role during the Balakot airstrikes. 

MPATGM successfully test fired 

In News: 

• DRDO successfully flight tested indigenously developed low weight, fire and forget Man 

Portable Antitank Guided Missile (MPATGM) in Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh on 11 Sept 2019.  

• The missile hit the target in top attack mode and destroyed it with precision.  

• All the mission objectives were met. 

• This is the third series of successful testing of MPATGM. 

IAF resurrects 17 Squadron 'Golden Arrows' 

In News: 

• The IAF resurrected the Air Force Station Ambala-based 17 Squadron 'Golden Arrows', which 

will operate the first squadron of Rafale fighter jets in the near future. 

• The ceremony was presided over by IAF Chief Air Chief Marshal B.S. Dhanoa.  

• The squadron was formed at Ambala on 01st Oct 1951 under the command of Flight Lieutenant 

D L Springett and was then equipped with Harvard-II B aircraft. 

Apache AH-64E inducted into IAF 

 •In News: 

• 8 US-made Apache AH-64E attack helicopters were inducted into the Indian Air Force on 3 

September 2019.  
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• The addition of the Apache fleet will significantly enhance the IAF's combat capabilities.  

• The AH-64E Apache is one of the world's most advanced multi-role combat helicopters.  

• The IAF had signed a contract with the US and Boeing Ltd in Sept. 2015 for purchase of 22 

Apache helicopters 

DRDO's AIP system gets boost with the operation of land-based prototype 

In News: 

 The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) programme to build a fuel cell-

based Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) system for Indian Naval Submarines has crossed 

several milestones in technology maturity.  

 Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) has a force multiplier effect on the lethality of a diesel-electric 

submarine as it enhances the submerged endurance of the boat, several folds. Fuel cell-based 

AIP has merits in performance compared to other technologies.  

 Operation of the land-based prototype engineered to the form-and-fit of a submarine was 

witnessed by Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Karambir Singh in the presence of Secretary, 

Department of Defence R&D and Chairman DRDO Dr G. Satheesh Reddy at the Naval Materials 

Research Laboratory in Ambernath, Maharashtra 

Exercise Shakti-2019 

In News: 

 Indian and French armies will conduct joint counter-terrorism drills under 'Exercise Shakti-2019' 

in the Mahajan field firing range in Rajasthan from October 31 to November 13. 

 The joint exercise will focus on counter-terrorism operations in the backdrop of semi-desert 

terrain under the United Nations mandate. The biennial exercise between the armies of the two 

countries had stated in 2011. 

 The training will focus primarily on high degree of physical fitness, sharing of drill at tactical level 

and the learning of best practices from each other. 

Sindhu Sudarshan  exercise 2019 

In News: 

 The Indian Army is to conduct exercise codenamed “Sindhu Sudarshan” for the year 2019 in the 

deserts of Rajasthan from November 29 to December 4, 2019.  

 The aim of this exercise is to evaluate the capability of the defence services in an integrated 

air-land battle.  

 In the Sindhu Sudarshan exercise, operational efficiency of the Strike Corps fighting in the desert 

terrain will be assessed and the Indian Air Force(IAF) will provide support in terms of destruction 

of targets and airlifting troops. 
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Strategic bridge in eastern Ladakh 

In News: 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated 'Col Chewang Rinchen Setu', a strategically 

important bridge, over Shyok river in Ladakh region. 

 The 430-meter-long bridge has been built by Border Roads Organisation (BRO) and connects 

Durbuk and Daulat Beg Oldie in Eastern Ladakh.   

 This bridge has been completed in record time. It will not only provide all-weather connectivity 

in the region but also be a strategic asset in the border areas.  

 Sandwiched between strategic Karakoram and Chang Chenmo ranges, the bridge is 430-metre 

long at an altitude of about 15,000 feet and has been constructed using micro piling technology. 

The construction has been completed in record 15 months. 

India-Myanmar Naval Exercise 

In News: 

 The opening ceremony of the second edition of 'India Myanmar Naval Exercise' IMNEX-2019 

was conducted onboard INS Ranvijay.  

 The harbour phase of IMNEX-19 scheduled till October 20 includes visits to Indian Naval units, 

training and maintenance facility at Visakhapatnam.  

 During Sea Phase scheduled from October 20 to 22, INS Ranvijay, a guided-missile destroyer 

and INS Kuthar, a missile corvette will be carrying out a joint exercise with Myanmar ships UMS 

Sin Phyu Shin, a frigate and UMS Tabinshweti, a corvette in the Bay of Bengal.  

 The joint exercise will encompass a variety of operations including anti-air and surface firing 

exercises, flying exercises using integral helicopter and seamanship evolutions at sea. 

EX EASTERN BRIDGE-V 

In News: 

 Indian Air Force (IAF) kick started its bilateral joint exercise with Royal Air Force Oman (RAFO), 

named 'EX EASTERN BRIDGE-V' at Air Force Base Masirah. 

 The IAF contingent comprises of Mig 29 UPG (upgrade) combat aircraft along with C-17 

Globemaster transport aircraft.  

 The Royal Air Force of Oman will be fielding Eurofighter Typhoon, F-16 and Hawk 200 combat 

aircraft in the exercise.  

 For the first time, MiG-29 fighter aircraft will be participating in an international exercise outside 

India . 

 The last exercise, EX-EASTERN BRIDGE-IV was held in 2017 at Jamnagar, Gujarat. 

OASIS 
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In News: 

 Army has launched a new software “Officers Automated Structured Information System” 

(Oasis) which has started digitizing the records of the Army officers. The new software is 

hosted on Army’s intranet and can be accessed by the Army officers to check their details. 

 Before the roll out of the Oasis the records were manually preserved by Manpower Planning 

Directorate and the whole process of collecting the records, checking the records and keeping a 

track was very cumbersome.  

 On the retirement of the officer, the whole data will migrate from Oasis to Retired Officers 

Digital Records Archive (RODRA) which holds the pension details of the retired Army officers.  

 Oasis will also integrate with other department of the Army and will allow officers to access 

their salary slips and other details.  

 Manpower Planning (MP) Directorate, is responsible for custody and maintenance of 

approximately 1.2 lakh service records of serving and retired officers of the Indian Army. 

India hands over second pair of Mi-24V helicopters to Afghan forces 

In News: 

 India handed over the second pair of Mi-24V helicopters to war-torn Afghanistan, boosting the 

capability of the Afghan forces.  

 The helicopters were officially handed over by Indian Ambassador Vinay Kumar to Afghanistan's 

acting Defence Minister Asadullah Khalid at a ceremony held at the military airport in Kabul. 

 These helicopters are a replacement for the four attack helicopters previously gifted by India 

to Afghanistan in 2015 and 2016. 

Nomadic Elephant 2019 

In News: 

 14th edition of Indo – Mongolian joint military training, Exercise Nomadic Elephant-XIV, being 

conducted over a period of 14 days, will commence from 05 Oct 2019.  

 The exercise will be conducted from 05 Oct 19 to 18 Oct 19 at Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh. The 

Mongolian Army is being represented by officers and troops of the elite 084 Air Borne Special 

Task Battalion while Indian Army is being represented by a contingent of a battalion of 

RAJPUTANA RIFLES. 

 Nomadic Elephant-XIV is aimed at training troops in counter insurgency &counter terrorism 

operations under United Nations mandate.  

 The Joint Exercise will enhance defence co-operation and military relations between the two 

nations. It is an ideal platform for the armies of both the nations to share their experiences & 

best practices and gain mutually during the joint training. 

MITRA SHAKTI  
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In News 

 The seventh edition of exercise MITRA SHAKTI aimed at enhancing interoperability and 

operational efficiency amongst the armies of India and Sri Lanka commenced at  Aundh  Military 

Station, Pune.  

 The objective of the exercise is to build and promote positive relations between armies of both 

the countries through focus on sub unit level training on counter-insurgency and counter-

terrorism operations in urban and rural environment.  

 The joint training exercise also signifies the strength of India-Sri Lanka relations in the field of 

military cooperation and engagement.  

 The exercise is designed for incorporating the current dynamics of United Nations peace keeping 

operations through practical and comprehensive discussions and tactical exercises. 

MILAN 2020 

In News 

 The Indian Navy will host military drill ‘Milan 2020’ in March next year which will witness the 

participation of several countries.  

 Minister of State for Defence Shripad Naik said 41 nations from South Asia, Southeast Asia, 

Africa and Europe that share defence cooperation with India have been invited for the drill.  

 The countries to whom invitations have been sent are Indonesia, France, Mozambique, Sudan, 

Israel, Qatar, Thailand, Malaysia, Australia, Somalia, Kenya, Egypt, Sri Lanka, Vietnam, 

Myanmar, New Zealand, USA, Tanzania, Comoros, Maldives, Brunei, Philippines, Japan, UK, 

Saudi Arabia, Oman, Mauritius, Cambodia, Singapore, South Korea, South Africa, Kuwait, Iran, 

Madagascar, Bangladesh, Russia, Djibouti, Eritrea, Bahrain, UAE and Seychelles. 

 The Government pursues cooperation initiatives with friendly countries, including in Indian 

Ocean Region, through structured interactions like Staff Talks, Empowered Steering Group. 

Bipin Rawat to be first Chief of Defence Staff 

In News: 

 General Bipin Rawat will end his tenure as the Army Chief in December 2019.  

 He will take over as the first Chief of Defence Staff – a four star position being created as part of 

a defence management overhaul.  

 He will get a term of 2 years as the CDS.  

 He took over as the 27th Chief of Army Staff on 31 December 2016 after General Dalbir Singh 

retired. 

Chief of Defence Staff 

In News: 
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Recently, the Centre approved the creation of the post of Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) and the 

Department of Military Affairs as the fifth department within the Ministry of Defence. General Bipin 

Rawat will be appointed as the country's first Chief of Defence Staff. The CDS will be a four-star 

General/Officer who will act as the Principal Military Advisor to the Defence Minister on all tri-services 

(Army, Navy and Indian Air Force) matters. 

Background: 

 Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) is the professional service chief, head of the Indian Armed Forces 

and the senior-most uniformed military adviser to the Government of India. 

 The position was first officially suggested in 1999 following the Kargil Warthrough the 

recommendations of the Kargil Review Committee.  

 In 2012, the Naresh Chandra Committee recommended the appointment of a Permanent 

Chairman of Chiefs of Staff Committee as a midway to eliminate apprehensions over the CDS. 

 The post of CDS was also recommended by the Lt. General D.B. Shekatkar (retd.) 

Committee (December 2016). 

Role of CDS 

 The Department of Military Affairs will also be headed by the CDS who will ensure the jointness 

in training, logistics and procurement of the three services. He will have the salary and 

perquisites equivalent to a service chief. 

 The three services, the Headquarter of Integrated Defence Staff, the Territorial Army, works 

relating to the Army, Air Force and Navy, and procurements exclusive to the services (except 

capital acquisitions), all will operate under this Department. 

 The CDS will be the permanent Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC). However, 

CDS will not exercise any military command over the three service chiefs, CDS will ensure 

coordination in joint operations. 

 As the Permanent Chairman of COSC, he will be a member of the Defence Acquisition 

Council headed by the Defence Minister and the Defence Planning Committee headed by the 

National Security Adviser. 

 He will be the military adviser to the Nuclear Command Authority (chaired by the Prime 

Minister), which handles India’s nuclear arsenal. 

Service Conditions 

 The Defence Ministry had recently amended the Army, Air Force, and Navy rules by allowing the 

Chief of Defence Staff to serve up to a maximum age of 65 years. 

 According to the existing rules, an Army Chief has a tenure of three years or up to the 

retirement age of 62 years, whichever is earlier. 

 He will not be eligible to hold any government office after demitting (resigning) as the CDS. 

DEFCOM INDIA 2019 
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In News: 

 A two-day seminar "DEFCOM INDIA 2019" is being held in New Delhi.  

 The theme for it is “Communications: A Decisive Catalyst for Jointness”.  

 The seminar began on 26 Nov 2019.  

 It is devoted to the seminal theme of leveraging communications for achieving jointness 

between the three services.  

 Minister of State for Defence Shripad Naik inaugurated and addressed the event. 

Poonch Link Up Day  

In News: 

 Poonch Link Up Day was celebrated by the Indian Army on 23 November 2019.  

 The day marks the Operation Easy conducted by Indian Army in 1948 to defend the border 

district from the invading Pakistani raiders.  

 The day marks the historic link up carried out by Brigadier Pritam Singh's forces with Brigadier 

Yadunath's forces from Rajouri at Danna Ka Pir on 21 November 1948. 

Za’ir-Al-Bahr naval Exercise 

In News: 

 Navies of India and Qatar have started a 5-day bilateral maritime exercise “Za’ir-Al-Bahr”.  

 The exercise began in Doha, Qatar and is being held from 17-21 Nov 2019. 

 Indian Navy Ship (INS) Trikand captained by Vishal Bishnoi, Patrol Aircraft P8-I is participating in 

the inaugural edition of the exercise.  

 The exercise will include a three-day ‘harbour phase’ and two-day ‘sea phase’. 

Exercise TIGER TRIUMPH  

In News: 

 The maiden India US joint Tri services Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) 

Exercise named ‘TIGER TRIUMPH’ is scheduled from 13 to 21 Nov 19 at Visakhapatnam. 

 Indian Naval ships Jalashwa, Airavat and Sandhayak would be participating in the exercise.  

 The Exercise is aimed to developing interoperability for conducting HADR operations. 

Indra 2019 

In News: 

 The first-ever joint tri-service exercise between India and Russia code named INDRA 2019 will be 

conducted from December 10- 19.  
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 Company-sized mechanised contingents, fighter and transport aircraft as well as ships of 

respective Armies, Air Forces and Navies will participate in this 10-days exercise.  

 It is aimed at enhancing interoperability between both the national armed forces. 

Exercise ReSAREX-2019 

In News: 

 The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) conducted the Regional Level Search and Rescue Workshop and 

Exercise 2019 (ReSAREX- 19) off the Goa coast recently.  

 It was conducted to check the preparedness and response measures for search and rescue at 

sea in a coordinated manner.  

 5 ships of ICG, 2 Chetak helicopters were used for the workshop. 

Samudra Shakti 

In News:  

 India is jointly exercising its anti-submarine warfare corvette INS Kamorta  along with 

Indonesian warship KRI Usman Harun, a multi-role corvette, in the Bay of Bengal as part of an 

ongoing bilateral exercise ”Samudra Shakti”.  

 The aim of the exercise is to strengthen bilateral relations, expand maritime co-operation, 

enhance interoperability and exchange best practices. 

Dharma Guardian 

In News: 

 The second edition of the annual joint military exercise, named as Dharma Guardian between 

Indian and Japanese Army ended.  

 It was held at Counter Insurgency and Jungle Warfare School Vairengte in Mizoram. 

 The primary focus of this fortnight-long joint military exercise was to train and equip the 

contingents in counter-insurgency and counter-terrorism operations in mountainous terrain. 

DefExpo 2020 

In News 

 Ministry of Defence (MoD) organizing a series of web seminars. The 11th edition of the biennial 

flagship event will be held in Lucknow to focus on path-breaking topics and will be streamed 

worldwide.  

 The theme is India – The Emerging Defence Manufacturing Hub and Digital Transformation of 

Defence.  
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 The event focuses on bringing to the forefront of digital advances in the industry and provide a 

platform for drivers of such transformation to come together. 

Kargil to Kohima Ultra Marathon- ‘Glory Run’  

 Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria felicitated a team of 25 Air Warriors at Air Force Station, New 

Delhi for a unique achievement – a running expedition from Kargil to Kohima- aptly named as 

K2K Ultra Marathon Glory Run. 

Indian peacekeepers in South Sudan receive prestigious UN medal 

 India is among the largest troop contributing countries to UN peacekeeping operations. 

 Currently, 2,342 Indian troops and 25 police personnel are deployed with the UN Mission in 

South Sudan (UNMISS).  

 About 850 Indian peacekeepers serving in South Sudan have been awarded the prestigious UN 

medal for their service and contribution to building peace in the strife-torn nation and 

supporting the local communities. 

US Space Force 

 United States President Donald Trump has signed the 2020 National Defense Authorization Act, 

authorising the establishment of Space Force which would become the sixth branch of the 

armed forces.  

 Space Force would become the youngest US military branch, and the first new service since the 

establishment of the US Air Force back in 1947. The Space Force would be part of the 

Department of the Air Force 

Quick Reaction Surface to Air Missile system 

 India successfully test-fired its Quick Reaction Surface to Air Missile (QRSAM) system, likely to 

be inducted into the armed forces by 2021, from a base off Odisha coast.  

 The missile, developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), was 

flight-tested from the Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur. 

49th border coordination conference between BSF, BGB in Delhi 

 Border guarding forces of India and Bangladesh is holding Directors General level talks in Delhi. 

 The talks are held twice every year - once in India and once in Bangladesh. The talks follow the 

methodology of border level coordination conferences. 
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7. DAYS & EVENTS 

Rashtriya Poshan Maah 

• The entire month of September will be celebrated as the Rashtriya Poshan Maah. 

• This year the theme is Complementary Feeding.  

• Prime Minister's Scheme for Holistic Nourishment - POSHAN Abhiyaan is a multi- ministerial 

convergence mission with the vision to address malnutrition with a targeted approach by 2022. 

International Day of Charity 

• The UN observes 5 September every year as International Day of Charity with the objective of 

sensitizing and mobilizing people, NGOs, and stakeholders all around the world to help others 

through volunteer and philanthropic activities. 

• The date was chosen to commemorate the anniversary of the passing away of Mother Teresa.  

• She also received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979 

World Suicide Prevention Day 

• The International Association for Suicide Prevention (IASP) observes World Suicide Prevention 

Day (WSPD) on 10 September every year.  

• The purpose of this day is to raise awareness around the globe that suicide can be prevented. 

• The number of countries with national suicide prevention strategies has increased in the five 

years since the publication of WHO’s first global report on suicide. 

International Day for South South Cooperation 

• International Day for South-South Cooperation is observed on 12 September every year.  

• The theme for the year 2019 South-South Cooperation is 'From Commitment to Action — 

Follow up to Buenos Aires Plan of Action+40'. 

Hindi Divas 

• Hindi Diwas is observed every year on 14 September to mark the popularity of Hindi as an 

official language of India.  

• On the occasion, International Hindi Conference was also organised by World Hindi Council in 

New Delhi.  

International day of Democracy 

• The International Day of Democracy is observed on 15 September. 

• The day urges all governments to respect their citizens' right to active, substantive and 

meaningful participation in democracy. 
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World Ozone Day 

• The United Nations observes 16 September every year as International Day for the Preservation 

of the Ozone Layer.  

• The ozone layer is a fragile shield of gas which protects the Earth from the harmful portion of 

the rays of the sun and thus helps in preserving life on the planet.  

• The Theme of the day for 2019: 32 Years and Healing. 

International Day of Peace 

• Each year the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on 21 September.  

• The General Assembly has declared this as a day devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace, 

both within and among all nations and peoples. 

• The theme for International Day of Peace 2019 is Climate Action for Peace. 

World Tourism Day 

• The United Nations observes 27 September every year as World Tourism Day.  

• The UN World Tourism Organization expects that tourism will continue to grow at an average of 

3% annually until 2030.  

• The sector also represents an estimated 10% of the world’s GDP and 1 in 10 jobs globally. 

• Theme for 2019: Tourism and Jobs: A Better Future For All. 

World Maritime Day 

• The United Nations observes 26 September every year as the World Maritime Day.  

• The theme for 2019 is: Empowering women in the maritime community. 

World Heart Day 

 World Heart Day (WHD) is observed annually on 29 September across the world.  

 The day which is celebrated annually creates awareness of Cardiovascular Disease (CVD) 

including heart disease & stroke and highlights the preventive and control measures. 

 The theme for the World Heart Day 2019 is My Heart, Your Heart. 

International Day of Older Persons 

 The United Nations observes 1 October every year as International Day of Older Persons. 

 Theme: The Journey to Age Equality.  

The International Day of Non-Violence 

 The International Day of Non-Violence is observed on 2 October, the birthday of Mahatma 

Gandhi.  
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World Teachers’ Day 

 World Teachers’ Day or International Teachers’ Days is celebrated on October 5.  

Air Force Day 

 Air Force Day is celebrated every year by the Indian Air Force on 8th of October.  

 This year Indian Air Force celebrated its 87th anniversary.  

 The IAF was founded on October 8, 1932.  

World Habitat Day 

 The United Nations designated the first Monday of October of every year as World Habitat Day.  

 Theme: Frontier Technologies as an innovative tool to transform waste to wealth.  

 This year’s Global Observance of World Habitat Day will be held in Mexico City. 

World Post Day 

 United Nations celebrates World Post Day every year on 9 October. 

 The purpose of World Post Day is to bring awareness to the Post’s role in the everyday lives of 

people and businesses, as well as its contribution to global social and economic development. 

 

 The day marks the establishment of the Universal Postal Union in 1874 in the Swiss Capital, 

Bern.  

World Mental Health Day 

 World Health Organization observes World Mental Health Day on 10th of October every year. 

Theme: Suicide Prevention.  

World Space Week 

 The United Nations (Office for Outer Space Affairs) observes 4-10 October every year as World 

Space Week. 

 Theme: The Moon: Gateway to the Stars  

International Day of the Girl Child 

 The United Nations observes International Day of the Girl Child on 11th of October every year. 

 Theme: GirlForce: Unscripted and Unstoppable.  

World Migratory Bird’s Day 
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 World Migratory Bird Day is observed on 12 October every year.  

 Theme for 2019: Protect Birds: Be the Solution to Plastic Pollution!  

World Standards Day 

 World Standards Day (or International Standards Day) is celebrated internationally each year on 

14 October.  

 Theme: Video standards create a global stage. 

International Day of Rural Women 

 The International Day of Rural Women is observed on 15th October.  

 The day recognizes the crucial role of women and girls in ensuring the sustainability of rural 

households and communities, improving rural livelihoods and overall wellbeing.  

 This year’s theme is “Rural Women and Girls Building Climate Resilience”.  

World Students’ Day 

 World Students’ Day is celebrated every year on October 15 on former president APJ Abdul 

Kalam’s birthday.  

World Food Day 

 World Food Day is celebrated every year around the world on 16 Octoberin honor of the date 

of the founding of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations in 1945. 

 The theme for WFD 2019 is “Our Actions Are Our Future”.  

International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 

 The United Nations’ (UN) International Day for the Eradication of Poverty is observed on 

October 17 each year since 1993.  

 Theme: Acting Together to Empower Children, their Families and Communities to End Poverty. 

World Statistics Day  

 World Statistics Day is observed on October 20, once every 5 years. 
 Theme is “Better Data, Better Lives”. The day acknowledges the fundamental importance of 

sustainable national statistical capacity.  

World Development Information Day 

 The United Nations observes World Development Information Day on 24 October every year. 

United Nations Day 
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 24th October has been celebrated as United Nations Day since 1948.  

 UN Day marks the anniversary of the entry into force in 1945 of the UN Charter. 

 United Nations will commemorate the 75th anniversary of the UN in 2020 with inclusive 

global conversation on the role of global cooperation in building the future we want.  

World Day for Audiovisual Heritage 

 World Day for Audiovisual Heritage was celebrated on 27th of October.  
 Theme “Engage the Past Through Sound and Images”.  

National Unity Day 

 India is celebrating the 144th birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel, 31st October as 

National Unity Day.  

World Cities Day 

 The United Nations General Assembly obsrved 31st October as World Cities Day. 

 Theme “Changing the world: innovations and better life for future generations” to discuss how 

urbanization can be used to achieve sustainable development. 

National Milk Day 

 National Milk Day is observed every year on 26 November.  

 India is one of the largest milk-producing countries in the world.  

 National Milk Day is celebrated to commemorate the birthday of Dr. Verghese Kurien, the 

father of India’s White Revolution.  

 Milk production in India has gone up from 137 million tonnes to 187 million tonnes and farmers 

have benefited immensely. 

Constitution Day 

 Constitution Day or Samvidhan divas was celebrated on 26 Nov 2019 across the country.  

 The day marks the adopting of the Indian Constitution by the Constituent Assembly in 1949.  

 It came into force on 26th January, 1950, marking the beginning of a new era in the history of 

Indian Republic.  

 The government has planned year-long activities to mark 70 years of the adoption of the 

Constitution. 

71st Raising Day  

 The National Cadet Corps (NCC), the world's largest uniformed youth organization, 

celebrated its 71st Raising Day on 24 Nov 2019. 
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 Defence Secretary Dr Ajay Kumar and DG NCC Lt Gen Rajeev Chopra paid homage to the 

martyrs at the National War Memorial in New Delhi.  

 The multifaceted activities and varied curriculum of NCC provide unique opportunities to the 

youth for their development. 

World COPD Day 

 The WHO and Global Initiative for Chronic Obstructive Lung Disease (GOLD) organize World 

COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease) Day on  the third Wednesday of November 

every year.  

 This year it was observed on 20 Nov 2019.  

 It was first launched in 1997 by WHO, GOLD and other institutes in the US.  

 For 2019, the day is marked to create awareness in the Theme: All Together to End COPD. 

World Philosophy Day  

 The World Philosophy Day is observed globally on the third Thursday of November every year. 

 This year it was observed on 21st November 2019.  

 On this day, UNESCO highlighted the value of philosophy for the development of human 

thought, for each culture and individual.  

 The 2019 edition aims to highlight the importance of philosophy in different regional contexts.  

World Television Day 

 World Television Day is observed on 21 November every year.  

 The day is observed to acknowledge the role of broadcast media.  

 On this day, the journalists, writers, bloggers, and others who are associated with the medium 

promote the role of television in communication and globalization.  

 On 21 November and 22 November 1996, the U.N. held the first World Television Forum.  

World Fisheries Day  

 World Fisheries Day is celebrated every year on 21 November.  

 The day highlights the importance of maintaining the World's fisheries and the importance of 

lives of water creatures.  

 In India, Fisheries Awards were presented to the fish farmers for their exemplary contribution 

in the sector, on this day.  

 The annual production of fisheries has reached up to 13 million metric tonnes in India. 

 World Children’s Day 

 World Children’s Day was first established in 1954 as Universal Children’s Day and is celebrated 

on 20 November each year. 
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 It promotes international togetherness, awareness among children worldwide, and improving 

children’s welfare.  

 It is also the date when the UN General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child in 1989. 

International Day for Tolerance 

 The United Nations observes “International Day for Tolerance” on 16th November every year.  

 The United Nations is committed to strengthening tolerance by fostering mutual understanding 

among cultures and peoples.  

 In 1995, to mark the UN Year for Tolerance and the 125th anniversary of the birth of 

Mahatma Gandhi, UNESCO created a UNESCO-Madanjeet Singh Prize. 

National Press Day 

 National Press Day is observed on 16th November every year and is symbolic of a free and 

responsible press.  

 It was on this day the Press Council of India started functioning as a moral watchdog to ensure 

that the press maintains high standards and is not fettered by any influence or threats.  

 On the occasion, Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu will confer excellence in journalism 

awards. 

World Diabetes Day 

 The World Diabetes Day (WDD) is observed globally on 14 November. The theme for diabetes 

awareness month and World Diabetes Day 2019 “Family and Diabetes”. The day was created in 

the year 1991.  

 On 14th November, Children’s Day is celebrated every year to mark the birth anniversary of 

our first Prime Minister Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru. Pandit Nehru had a great love for children. 

550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev ji  

 The 550th birth anniversary of first Sikh guru and founder of Sikhism Guru Nanak Dev is being 

celebrated on 12 Nov 2019 as Prakash Parv. 

 President Ramnath Kovind will take part in the festivities at Sultanpur Lodhi in Kapurthala, 

Punjab.  

 Guru Nanak Dev Ji spent more than 15 years at Sultanpur Lodhi, where he attained 

enlightenment.  

 He was born on the full moon day of Kartik month in 1526. 

Legal Services Day  

 Legal Services Day is celebrated every year on the 9th of November in all the state Authorities.  
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 Legal Services Day was first started by the Supreme Court in the year 1995 all across India to 

offer help and support to the weaker and poor group of sections of people.  

 The aim is to offer free of charge, proficient, and legal services to the people of weaker sections 

of society. 

World Tsunami Awareness Day 

 World Tsunami Awareness Day is observed globally on 5 November.  

 The day was observed to raise tsunami awareness and share innovative approaches to risk 

reduction.  

 The 2019 World Tsunami Awareness Day focuses on promoting targets on the Sendai Seven 

Campaign.  

 It focuses on reducing disaster damage to critical infrastructure and the disruption of basic 

services 

Good Governance Day  

 Good Governance Day is observed in India annually on the 25 December.  

 On this day nation celebrates the birth anniversary of Bharat Ratna and former-PM Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee.  

 Good Governance Day was established in 2014 to honour Prime Minister Vajpayee by fostering 

awareness among the Indian people of accountability in government.  

 He served as the Prime Minister of India for three times.  

National Consumer Day 

 National Consumer Day is observed on 24 December every year.  

 The objective is to highlight the importance of the consumer movement and the need to make 

every consumer more aware of their rights and responsibilities.  

 The theme of the year 2019 is “alternate consumer grievance/dispute redressal”.  

 On this day the Consumer Protection Act, 1986 was enacted.  

National Farmers Day 

 Every year India celebrates National Farmers Day on December 23 to mark former PM of India 

Chaudhary Charan Singh’s birth anniversary.  

 It was decided by the government of India to celebrate Farmers Day in 2001.  

 It is believed that ‘Zamindari Abolition Bill-1952’ was passed due to Chaudhary Charan Singh’s 

hard work.  

 He was the Prime Minister of India from 28 July 1979 to 14 January 1980. 

National Mathematics Day:  

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



September to January 2020 current affairs 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  139 
 

 National Mathematics Day is celebrated on 22nd December every year.  

 The day marks the birth anniversary of legendary mathematician, Srinivasa Ramanujan and his 

contributions in the development of modern mathematics.  

 The main objective behind the celebration of National Mathematics Day is to make people 

aware of the development of mathematics and its importance in the growth of humanity. 

International Migrants Day 

 The International Migrants Day is organized across the world on 18th December.  

 The day is observed to protect the rights of migrant workersand members of their families.  

 In Dec 2000, the UN General Assembly proclaimed 18 Dec as International Migrants Day after 

considering the large and increasing number of migrants in the world. 

Nation celebrated Vijay Diwas 

 The nation celebrated Vijay Diwas on 16 December 2019 to commemorate India’s victory over 

Pakistan in 1971 war.  

 It was on this day in 1971, the chief of the Pakistani forces, along with 93,000 troops, had 

surrendered unconditionally to the allied forces consisting of Indian Army and Mukti Bahini.  

 The end of the war also resulted in subsequent secession of East Pakistan into Bangladesh.  

National Energy Conservation Day  

 The National Energy Conservation Day is observed every year on 14 December by Bureau of 

Energy Efficiency (BEE).  

 The aim is to showcase India’s achievements in energy efficiency and conservation, while 

working for its ambition of holistic development as part of the nation’s overall effort towards 

climate change mitigation.  

 BEE observed National Energy Conservation Week from 9-14 Dec 2019. 

Human Rights Day:  

 Human Rights Day is celebrated on the 10th December every year to commemorate the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).  

 UDHR was adopted and proclaimed by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1948.  

 The United Nations’ theme for the year 2019 is - Youth Standing up for Human Rights.  

 It is aimed at encouraging youth all over the world to stand up for human rights. 

International Anti-Corruption Day 

 The United Nations’ (UN) International Anti-Corruption Day is observed annually on 9 

December. 

 The day aims to raise public awareness of corruption and what people can do to fight it. 
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International Civil Aviation Day 

 International Civil Aviation Day is observed every year on 7 December globally.  

 The theme for 2019 is “75 Years of Connecting the World”.  

 The day was first celebrated on 7 December 1994 at the 50th anniversary of the signing of the 

Convention on International Civil Aviation by the International Civil Aviation Organization. 

World Soil Day 

 World Soil Day is celebrated annually on the 5th of December at the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO) headquarters in Rome, Italy.  

 The theme for 2019 is “Stop soil erosion, Save our future”.  

 The day aims to raise awareness of the importance of sustaining healthy ecosystems and human 

wellbeing. 

National Pollution Control Day 

 The National Pollution Control Day is observed on 2 December every year.  

 The day is observed to honour the lives that were lost because of the Bhopal Gas Tragedy.  

 The day aims to spread awareness among the people about pollution and its control measures.  

 The day also creates awareness about the problem caused by increasing pollution. 

International Day for the Abolition of Slavery  

 The UN observes International Day for the Abolition of Slavery on 2 Dec every year.  

 The day focuses on eradicating contemporary forms of slavery, such as trafficking in persons, 

sexual exploitation, the worst forms of child labour, forced marriage, etc. 

 According to the International Labour Organisation (ILO) more than 40 million people 

worldwide are victims of modern slavery. 

International Day of Persons with Disabilities  

 International Day of Persons with Disabilities is observed every year on 3 December.  

 This day promotes the rights and well-being of persons with disabilities in all spheres of society 

and development and to increase awareness.  

 The theme for 2019 is - Promoting the Participation of Persons with Disabilities and their 

leadership: Taking Action on the 2030 Development Agenda. 
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8. AWARDS &HONOURS 

Alternative Nobel Prize 

 Swedish teenage climate activist Greta Thunberg was named as one of four winners of the 

2019 Right Livelihood Award, known as Sweden's alternative Nobel Prize.  
• Thunberg won the award for inspiring and amplifying political demands for urgent climate 

action reflecting scientific facts.  

• She shares the award with Brazilian indigenous leader Davi Kopenawa of the Yanomami 

people. 

U.N Global Climate Action Award  

• Infosys has received the United Nations Global Climate Action Award in the ‘Climate Neutral 

Now’ category. 

• Infosys is the only corporate from India to earn the recognition for its efforts to combat climate 

change.  

• The announcement of the winners was made after the UN Climate Summit in New York 

convened by UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres. 

National Water Mission Awards 2019 

 NWM, Department of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of 

Jal Shakti has initiated the ‘National Water Mission Awards’ to recognize excellence in water 

conservation, and efficient water use. 

M.P Birla Memorial Award 

• Physicist Thanu Padmanabhan received the M P Birla Memorial Award 2019 for his 

contributions to the world of cosmology.  

• He is a professor of Inter-university Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics in Pune. 

• The award was introduced in 1993 in recognition to the excellence in research in Astronomy, 

Astrophysics, Space Science and related areas. 

National Unity Award 

• The Centre has instituted the highest civilian award for contribution to the unity and integrity of 

India, in the name of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 

• The award seeks to recognize notable and inspiring contributions to promote the cause of 

national unity and integrity and to reinforce the value of a strong and united India. 

• The award will be announced on National Unity Day on 31 October 2019. 

Ramanujan Prize 
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• The SASTRA Ramanujan prize for 2019 will be awarded to Adam Harper. 

• Mathematician Adam Harper is an Assistant Professor with the University of Warwick, England. 

• The prize carries a citation and an award of $10,000. 

Dada Sahab Phalke Award 

• Veteran actor Amitabh Bachchan has been named for the prestigious Dada Sahab Phalke award 

for his outstanding contribution to the film industry. 

• The award is conferred by the Government for outstanding contribution to the growth and 

development of Indian Cinema. 

Global Goalkeeper Award 

• PM Narendra Modi was conferred the "Global Goalkeeper" award by the Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation for the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan launched by his government.  

• Over 11 crore toilets were built in the country in the last five years, which is a record. 

FIFA Player of The Year 

• Lionel Messi won his 6th FIFA player of the year award, while Megan Rapinoe won her first at 

Milan’s iconic Teatro all Scala on 24 September 2019.  

• Rapinoe was rewarded at the FIFA Best awards for leading the US to the women’s World Cup 

title in July 2019. 

Gauri Lankesh National Award 

• Senior journalist and Ramon Magsaysay awardee, Ravish Kumar has received the 1st Gauri 

Lankesh National Award for Journalism.  

• The award was conferred by the Gauri Lankesh Memorial Trust. 

IIFA Award 

In News: 

The IIFA (The International Indian Film Academy Awards) were held in Mumbai recently. 

• Alia Bhatt received the Best Actor (Female) award for Raazi and Ranveer Singh bagged the Best 

Actor (Male) Award for 'Padmaavat'.  

• Sriram Raghavan won Best Director for AndhaDhun.  

• Best Supporting Actor and Actress was given to Vicky Kaushal for Sanju and Aditi Rao Hydari for 

Padmaavat, respectively. 
• Best Debut Actor and Actress was given to Ishaan Khatter for Dhadak and Sara Ali Khan for 

Kedarnath, respectively.  

• Best Playback Singer was given to Arijit Singh, Harshdeep Kaur, and Vibha Saraf.  
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• Saroj Khan was honoured for her Outstanding Contribution to Indian Cinema.  

• Best Story was awarded to the film Andhadhun.  

• Best Lyrics was given to Amitabh Bhattacharya for Dhadak. 

Oscar of Science Award 

• The team from the Event Horizon Telescope Collaboration project won the ‘Breakthrough 

Prize in Fundamental Physics’ - an award considered the ‘Oscars of Science’.  

• The team won a prize of $3 million for their work.  

• The Event Horizon Telescope Collaboration project published the first image of a supermassive 

black hole. 

Institute of Eminence Award 

• The HRD Ministry awarded the Institute of Eminence status to 5 public institutions. 

• The status was awarded to the following institutions: IIT Madras, IIT Kharagpur, Delhi 

University, Benares Hindu University, University of Hyderabad.  

• Each of the above university has to sign a MoU with the HRD Ministry and will lay out its plan to 

achieve the objective of becoming a world-class institution. 

Lamp of Peace Award 

• Nobel Laureate from Bangladesh Professor Muhammad Yunus was conferred the 'Lamp of 

Peace of Saint Francis ' award by the Vatican for his contribution towards establishing peace and 

harmony. 

• The award is a recognition for distinguished work by an individual for promoting peace and 

dialogue among people. 

Vaishno Devi topped in ‘Swachh Iconic Places’ 

• Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine in Jammu and Kashmir has been adjudged as the“Best Swachh 

Iconic place in the country in the ‘Swachh Iconic Places’. 

• It has been adjudged on the basis of the overall improvement in sanitation.  

Vayoshreshtha Samman- 2019 

 President Ram Nath Kovind will confer the Vayoshreshtha Samman-2019 on the eminent 

senior citizens and institutions in recognition of their services towards the cause of the elderly 

persons.  

Swachchta Ambassador Award 
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 President Ram Nath Kovind presented the most effective Swachchta Ambassador award to 

Former Indian cricketer Sachin Tendulkar on the occasion of 150th birth anniversary of 

Mahatma Gandhi.  

Professional Cricketers’ Association awards 

 England all-rounder Ben Stokes has been voted Professional Cricketers’ Association player of 

the year at the Professional Cricketers’ Association awards.  

UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) prestigious Nansen Award. 

 Human rights lawyer from Kyrgyzstan Azizbek Ashurov was awarded the 2019 UN High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) prestigious Nansen Award.  

People’s Choice Award 

 Short film from Kerala “Spirit Of Kerala” has won the People’s Choice Award at the recently 

concluded My Rode Reel film competition. 

 The short film is based on a boat race and directed by Arun Joseph. 

The Order of Courage Award 

 Russia has honoured NASA astronaut Nick Hague with one of its highest honours, “The Order 

of Courage” for his “courage and high professionalism” shown during life-threatening 

conditions. 

The Order of the Green Crescent 

 The Vice President was conferred ‘The Order of the Green Crescent’, the highest Civilian 

Honour of Comoros, by Azali Assoumani, President of Comoros in Moroni. 

Asia Environmental Enforcement Award 

 Indian Forest Service officer Ramesh Pandey has been selected for the prestigious Asia 

Environmental Enforcement Award by the United Nations Environment Programme.  

The Don Award 

 Ashleigh Barty has been awarded Australian sport’s highest individual honour ‘The Don’ 

Award at the annual Sport Australia Hall of Fame.  

31st Indira Gandhi Award for National Integration for the years 2017 and 2018 
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 The 31st Indira Gandhi Award for National Integration for the years 2017 and 2018 will be 

awarded to the pioneer of the Chipko Movement Chandi Prasad Bhatt for his services in 

promoting and preserving the national integration. 

National Kishore Kumar Samman for 2018-19 

 Noted director and producer Priyadarshan, who has made several blockbuster Malayalam and 

Hindi films, was conferred the Madhya Pradesh government’s National Kishore Kumar Samman 

for 2018-19 at a function in Khandwa, MP.  

2019 Booker Prize 

 Margaret Atwood and Bernardine Evaristo have jointly won the 2019 Booker Prize after judges 

flout the rules by declaring a tie.  

Golden Shoe 

 Barcelona captain Leo Messi received his 6th Golden Shoe as the top scorer in the European 

leagues. Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra has been named orchestra of the year at the 2019 

Gramophone Awards. 

Most Eminent Senior Citizen Award 

 Vice President Venkaiyah Naidu presented the “Most Eminent Senior Citizen Award” to the 

scholar, legal luminary and former Attorney General of India K Parasaran on the occasion of 

Elder’s Day celebration.  

People’s Icon Award 2019 

 Jennifer Aniston to receive People’s Icon Award 2019 at the 2019 People’s Choice Awards. 

Asian Academy Creative Awards ceremony 

 Ranveer Singh and Alia Bhatt-starrer “Gully Boy” won the best film from India award in the 

regional finals at the Asian Academy Creative Awards ceremony.  

Asian Academy Creative Awards 

 Netflix series “Delhi Crime” has won in a number of categories at the Asian Academy Creative 

Awards. Delhi Crime won for Best Actress, Best Direction, Best Drama Series, Best Editing and 

Best Original Programme.  

Mohun Bagan Athletic Club 
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 The Mohun Bagan Athletic Club has conferred life membership to Nobel laureate Abhijit 

Banerjee.  

Sakharov Prize 

 The European Parliament has awarded the Sakharov Prize to Uighur intellectual Ilham Tohti for 

his attempts to “foster dialogue” between Chinese people and the Uighur.  

National Corporate Social Responsibility Awards 

 President Ram Nath Kovind conferred the first National Corporate Social Responsibility 

Awards to the companies for their outstanding contribution in the area of Corporate Social 

Responsibility.  

 The CSR provisions under the Companies Act, 2013 came into force from April 1, 2014. 

National Award for Journalism  

 Dr Mangalam Swaminathan Foundation announced the 'National Award for Excellence in 

Journalism' 2019 to former UNI journalist Ranjana Narayan for her lifetime achievements.  

 She worked for UNI and also worked as the commissioning editor with reputed publishing 

houses  

 The award consists of a cash prize of Rs one lakh, a memento and a citation in bronze  

LPU Scientist to be honoured at 107th ISC  

 Associate Professor at School of Pharmaceutical Sciences of LPU Dr Sachin Kumar Singh 

becomes the first pharmacist to be awarded at 107th Indian Science Congress (ISC)-2020.  

 He has been continuously working towards the development of diabetic medicines using herbal 

drugs.  

 He is also a recipient of Young Scientist Award by DST/SERB and Bharat Shiksha Ratan Award. 

55th Jnanpith awdrd 

 Malayalam poet Akkitham was conferred with the 55th Jnanpith award for his outstanding 

contribution to the Malayalam literature.  

 Akkitham is the sixth from Kerala to be bestowed with the highest literary honour and he has 

authored 55 books.  

 Born in 1926, Akkitham Achuthan Namboothiri, popularly known as Akkitham is one of the 

most revered names in Malayalam poetry.  

IFFI 2019 Award winners  

 IFFI: International Film Festival of India(Goa).  
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 The Best Actor (Male) Award has gone to Seu Jorge for his portrayal of Carlos Marighella in the 

Brazilian movie ‘Marighella’.  

 The Best Actor (Female) Award has gone to Usha Jadhav for her portrayal of ‘Prabha Mai’, in 

the Marathi film ‘Mai Ghatt: Crime No. 103/2005’. 

 Pema Tseden walked away with the Special Jury Award for his film ‘Balloon’.  

 ICFT–UNESCO Gandhi Medal  

 Italian film ‘Rwanda’ directed by Riccardo Salvetti won The ICFT –UNESCO Gandhi Medal.  

 ‘Bahattar Hoorain' the Indian movie directed by Sanjay P. Singh Chauhan earned the special 

mention under ICFT-UNESCO Gandhi medal category.  

 The medal bears a portrait of Gandhi engraved by the French artist Pierre-Yves Tremois. Etched 

underneath is Mahatma’s message: In the midst of darkness light prevails  

The Golden Peacock Award 2019  

 ‘Particles’ directed by Blaise Harrison and produced by Estelle Fialon has won the coveted 

Golden Peacock Award at the 50th International Film Festival of India (IFFI) in Goa. 

 Lijo Jose Pellissery conferred Best Director Award for ‘Jallikattu’  

 Amin Sidi Boumediene and Marius Olteanu receives Award for ‘Best Debut Feature Film of a 

Director’ for ‘Abou Leila’ and ‘Monsters’ 

Billboard’s Woman of the Year  

 Singer Billie Eilish will be honoured as Billboard’s 2019 Woman of the Year on December 12, 

2019.  

 Taylor Swift will also be honoured at Billboard’s event, receiving the inaugural ‘Woman of the 

Decade’ award.  

 Billie has disrupted the entertainment industry through her music and social media platforms, 

leaving an indelible impact on the global cultural zeitgeist. 

Athlete of the Year 

 Eliud Kipchoge, the first man to run a marathon in less than two hours, and 400 metres hurdles 

world champion Dalilah Muhammad won the World Athlete of the Year awards.  

 Kipchoge claimed the prize after making history in Oct 2019 when he ran the marathon 

distance of 42.195 kilometres in 1hr 59min 40.2sec.  

 Muhammad set a world record of 52.20 sec at the US Trials in Iowa in July 2019. 

Greta Thunberg received Peace Prize  

 Greta Thunberg was awarded an international children's peace prize on 21 Nov 2019, for her 

work in the struggle against climate change.  
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 Cameroonian peace activist Divina Maloum also received the International Children's Peace 

Prize.  

 The award was given by the Dutch KidsRight organisation, which has been handing out the 

prize since the year 2005. 

Swachh Survekshan Grameen Awards 2019  

 The Swachh Survekshan Grameen 2019 awards were conferred to top-ranked states, Union 

Territories, and districts in the various categories on the occasion of World Toilet Day on 19 

Nov 2019. 

 The top-ranked state was Tamil Nadu, the top-ranked district was Peddapalli (Telangana), and 

the state with the maximum citizen participation was Uttar Pradesh. 

Virat Kohli named Person of the Year  

 India captain Virat Kohli was named People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) 

India’s ‘Person of the Year for 2019’ for his animal advocacy efforts.  

 The PETA awards are given to people or organisations that take initiative in the welfare of 

animals and violence against animals.  

 Past recipients of the award include Shashi Tharoor, Anushka Sharma, R Madhavan, and 

Jacqueline Fernandez. 

 

Delhi Metro wins 2 awards at Urban Mobility India Conference  

 The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) has been conferred with two awards for its 

commendable initiatives in promoting the metro as a green and sustainable mode of transport 

among the masses.  

 DMRC was awarded for the 'Last Mile Connectivity' project in the category of best non-

motorised transport and the 'Green Metro project - An Initiative for Sustainable and Viable 

Urban Transport' in the category of best green initiative in urban transport, at the 12th Urban 

Mobility India Conference and Expo 2019 held from November 15 to 17 in Lucknow, 

GI Tag for Darjeeling Green, White Tea  

 Darjeeling Tea Association mentioned green and white tea of the hills were registered as 

geographical indication (GI) merchandise within the nation.  

 These two kinds of Darjeeling tea were registered below Geographical Indications of Items 

(Registration and Protection) Act 1999.  

India bags first position at BRICS Young Scientist forum  

 India has received the first prize at BRICS Young Scientist forum's conclave in Brazil  

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



September to January 2020 current affairs 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  149 
 

 Ravi Prakash, who is a PhD scholar from Indian Council of Agricultural Research-National Dairy 

Research Institute, has bagged the first position for inventing an affordable indigenously 

designed milk chilling unit for small to marginal rural dairy farmers.  

 The first BRICS Young Scientist Conclave hosted by India in September 2016. The Second forum 

was hosted by China in Hangzhou in July 2017.  

 South Africa hosted the third Conclave during June 2018 in Durban. 

Golden Dragon Award  

 Indian actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui has been awarded the prestigious Golden Dragon Award for 

his works in Hindi cinema at the Cardiff International Film Festival 2019.  

 The festival was held in Wales, United Kingdom.  

 Veteran Hollywood star-actress Dame Judith Olivia Dench was also honoured with the Lifetime 

Achievement award at the ceremony. 

Pepsico India wins US award for saving water  

 US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo presented the prestigious Award for Corporate Excellence 

to Pepsico India.  

 This award is given for its efforts to save more than 17 billion of litres of water by conducting 

various community programs and replenished over 5 billion litres of water.  

 This award is given by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Economic and Business 

Affairs. 

National Award for Excellence for rehabilitation of persons with disabilities  

 Union Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment conferred Uttar Pradesh with the National 

Award of Excellence, which was given by Vice president M Venkaiah Naidu, for doing a 

commendable job in the field of rehabilitation of persons with disabilities (Divyangjan).  

 Shabina Saifi (Lucknow), Vidisha (Ghaziabad), Seema Tiwari (Jhansi) and Priyanka Devi 

(Lucknow) received national awards in different categories.  

 Uttar Pradesh also received the award for the best state in the implementation of Sugamya 

Bharat Abhiyan. The department's website also received the award as the best portal for being 

disabled- friendly while Varanasi has been awarded for offering the best rehabilitation services 

among the districts. 

'Eat Right Station' certification from FSSAI 

 The Mumbai Central station of Railways was conferred with the 'Eat Right Station' certification 

with four stars rating by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), as a part of 

'Eat Right India' movement launched last year.  

 The Mumbai Central Railway Station is the country's first Eat Right Station.  
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 FSSAI, along with Western Railways (WR) and Indian Railways Catering Tourism Corporation 

(IRCTC), has trained food handlers, both in canteens and base kitchens 

National Florence Nightingale Awards 

 Ram Nath Kovind presented the National Florence Nightingale Awards to nursing personnel in 

New Delhi.  

 Nurses play a vital role in delivering quality and cost effective healthcare, addressing multiple 

health challenges and responding to health needs of individuals, families and communities.. 

 World Health Organisation has announced 2020 as the Year of the Nurse and Mid-wife. 

World Habitat Awards  

 Odisha Liveable Habitat Mission (OLHM) also known as Jaga Mission has won the bronze 

medal at the World Habitat Awards.  

 Odisha had also bagged ‘India Geospatial Excellence Award’ along with Tata Trusts for 

technological innovation in empowering the urban poor through Jaga Mission 

Annual SahityaAkademi Awards 

 Sahitya Akademi announced its annual Sahitya Akademi Awards in 23 languages.  

 Seven books of poetry were awarded to Dr. Phukan Ch. Basumatary (Bodo), Dr. Nand Kishore 

Acharya (Hindi), Sri Nilba A. Khandekar (Konkani), Sri Kumar Manish Arvind (Maithili), Sri V. 

Madhusoodanan Nair (Malayalam), Smt. Anuradha Patil (Marathi) and Prof. Penna Madhusudan 

(Sanskrit).  

 Four novels were awarded to Dr. JoysreeGoswami Mahanta (Assamese), Sri L. BirmangolSingh 

(Beryl Thanga) (Manipuri), Sri Cho. Dharman (Tamil) and Sri Bandi Narayana Swamy (Telugu).  

 Six books of short stories were awarded to Sri Abdul Ahad Hajini (Kashmiri), Sri Tarun Kanti 

Mishra (Odia), Sri Kirpal Kazak (Punjabi), Sri Ram sawroop Kisan (Rajasthani), Sri Kali Charan 

Hembram(Santali) and Sri Ishwar Moorjani (Sindhi).  

 Dr. Shashi Tharoor (English), Dr. Vijaya(Kannada) and Prof. Shafey Kidwai (Urdu) have won for 

each of their works on creative non-fiction, autobiography and biography respectively. Three 

books of essays were awarded to Dr. Chinmoy Guha(Bengali), Sri Om Sharma Jandriari (Dogri) 

and Sri Ratilal Borisagar (Gujarati). 
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9. SPORTS 

Cricket 

 Most Successful Test Skipper 

 Virat Kohli has surpassed Mahendra Singh Dhoni to become India’s most successful Test skipper. 

It came after the Indian team recorded its 28th win under Kohli’s leadership in the second and 

final test against the West Indies at Kingston. 

 Overall, former South Africa skipper Graeme Smith remains the most successful skipper in the 

world with 53 Test wins, followed by ex-Australia captain Ricky Ponting, who recorded 48 Test 

wins in his captaincy tenure. 

Mithali Raj Announces T20I Retirement 

 Mithali Raj decided to quit T20 Internationals, Having been India’s first-ever T20I captain in 

2006, she went on to play 89 matches in the shortest format, scoring 2364 runs – the most by an 

Indian woman. She led India in 32 of those matches, including the world cups in 2012, 2014 and 

2016. 

Steve Smith becomes 2nd Australian to score 500 in Ashes series 

 In Cricket, Steve Smith has become the second Australian after Allan Border to score 500 and 

more runs in the consecutive Ashes series in England. Smith reached this milestone after he 

added 122 runs in the ongoing fourth Ashes Test. 

Duleep Trophy 

 India Red beat India Green by an innings and 38 runs to clinch the Duleep Trophy title on the 

fourth day at Bengaluru. India Red had scored 388 in their first innings. 

U-19 Asia Cup 

 India crushed Pakistan by 60 runs in an Under-19 Asia Cup ODI encounter at Moratuwa in Sri 

Lanka. 

 India clinched the Under-19 Asia Cup title, with a thrilling five-run win over Bangladesh in a low-

scoring final at Colombo. 

Rupa takes over as TNCA president 

 The 45-year-old Rupa, whole-time director, India Cements, was elected unopposed as the presnt 

of the Tamil Nadu Cricket Association (TNCA) and will be in office for a term of three years. 
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ICC bans Bangladeshi cricketer 

 Bangladesh Test and T20 Captain Shakib Al Hasanhas been banned by the International Cricket 

Council (ICC) from all cricket for two years. One year of the punishment has been suspended 

after he accepted three charges of breaching the ICC Anti-Corruption Code. 

 Shakib will be free to resume international cricket from 29th of October next year subject to him 

satisfying the conditions in respect of the suspended part of the sanction. 

Vijay Hazare Trophy 2019-20 

 Karnataka was crowned the 2019-20 Vijay Hazare Champions as they beat Tamil Nadu by nine 

wickets in the Vijay Hazare Trophy at Bengaluru. Karnataka win the Vijay Hazare Trophy for the 

4th time. 

 Batting first, Tamil Nadu was bowled out for 252 in 49.5 overs with Mithun claiming 5 for 34, 

including a last-over hat-trick.  

 Karnataka were cruising towards a 253-run target before rain interrupted play. The final was 

eventually called off when Karnataka were 146/1 in 23 overs. With Rahul batting on 52 and 

Agarwal unbeaten on 69, Karanataka were declared winners by VJD method. Karnataka were 

well ahead of the VJD par-score, which was 87. 

Wisden India Almanack 'Cricketer of the Year' award 

 Fast bowler Jasprit Bumrah and batswoman Smriti Mandhana won the Wisden India Almanack 

Cricketer of the Year award. They were the two winners from India among five who won the 

award.  

 The other winners from Asia were Pakistan’s Fakhar Zaman, Sri Lanka’s Dimuth Karunaratne, 

and Afghanistan’s Rashid Khan.  

 Mandhana became the third woman to win the award, after Mithali Raj and Deepti Sharma.  

 Legends Gundappa Viswanath and Lala Amarnath were inducted into the Wisden India Hall of 

Fame.  

 Cricket Country: The Untold History of the First All India Team by Prashant Kidambi was 

adjudged the Wisden India Book of the Year  

 The seventh edition of the annual cricket publication for 2019 and 2020 also features Mayank 

Agarwal for his stellar domestic run leading to a successful Test call-up. 

Harmanpreet beats Dhoni, Rohit to become 1st Indian to play 100 T20Is 

 India Women T20I captain Harmanpreet Kaur became the first Indian (male or female) to play 

100 T20I matches, achieving the feat after taking the field in the sixth T20I against South Africa 

Women.  

 Harmanpreet is followed by former Indian men's team captain MS Dhoni and opener Rohit 

Sharma, who have played 98 matches each. 

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



September to January 2020 current affairs 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  153 
 

Zimbabwe and Nepal readmitted as ICC members 

 Zimbabwe has been reinstated as a member of the ICC, three months after being suspended for 

government interference in its board.  The sanction on Zimbabwe was lifted at the ICC's October 

board meeting held in Dubai. 

 Nepal has also been reinstated as ICC members, although on a conditional basis. They were 

suspended in 2016 for breach of ICC regulations that prohibit government interference while 

also requiring 'free and fair elections'. 

Graeme Smith and Tim May named honourary life members of MCC 

 Former South Africa skipper Graeme Smith has been elected an Honorary Life Member of the 

Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC), custodians of the game’s law.  

 The former batsman became South Africa's youngest ever captain at 22  

 Former Australian off-spinner Tim May was also awarded Honorary Life Membership in 

recognition of his outstanding achievements in cricket  

 The pair followPaul Collingwood, AB de Villiers, Mitchell Johnson and Adrian Morgan in being 

awarded Honorary Life Membership of MCC this year. 

 1st Indian male cricketer to play 100 T20I  

 Rohit Sharma became the first Indian man and second in world cricket to complete 100 T-20 

Internationals  

 He reached the milestone when he led the team in the second match against Bangladesh at the 

Saurashtra Cricket Association Stadium.  

 Shoaib Malik with 111 games from Pakistan is the only player to have played more than 100 

T20 Internationals.  

 India women's captain Harmanpreet Kaur was the 1st Indian player to the landmark.  

Youngest Indian to score international fifty  

 Fifteen-year-old Shafali Verma became the youngest Indian cricketer to score a half-century in 

international cricket, her 49-ball 73 in the first T20 International against West Indies surpassing 

Sachin Tendulkar's 30-year-old record.  

 Playing in only her fifth T20I, Shafali put the West Indies attack to the sword, blasting six fours 

and four sixes on way to her maiden fifty at the Daren Sammy National Cricket Stadium.  

 Shafali achieved the feat at 15 years and 285 days, surpassing batting legend Tendulkar, who 

had notched up his maiden Test fifty at 16 years and 214 days. 

Kohli among 5 Wisden cricketers of the decade  
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 Indian skipper Virat Kohli is one of the five players named in the Wisden Cricketers of the 

Decade.  

 Kohli joins Australian batsman Steve Smith, and South Africans, Dale Steyn, and AB de Villiers.  

 He also finds a spot in the Wisden ODI team of the decade alongside MS Dhoni, Rohit Sharma 

and others.  

 Australian all-rounder Ellyse Perry is the only female cricketer in the list. 

First Indian to play 150 Ranji matches  

 Wasim Jaffer became the first player in Indian cricket to feature in 150 Ranji matches.  

 The 41-year-old from Maharashtra, who has been an important part of the title-winning 

Vidarbha team in the last two years.  

 Jaffer is followed by Madhya Pradesh batsman Devendra Bundela (145 matches) and Amol 

Muzumdar (136 matches), who have played for Mumbai and Assam. 

Smriti Mandhana in ICC women's ODI and T20 teams of the year  

 Smriti Mandhana was named in both the International Cricket Council's ODI and T20 teams of 

the year.  

 Mandhana has Jhulan Goswami, Poonam Yadav and Shikha Pandey for company in the ODI 

team of the year and all- rounder Deepti Sharma in the T20 side.  

 Australia's Alyssa Healy was chosen as the T20 cricketer of the year. 

Cricket Australia ODI & TEST team of the decade 

 MS Dhoni has been named the captain of the ODI Team of the Decade compiled by Cricket 

Australia. 3 Indians are part of the 11-man team, which includes some of the best one-day 

players of the 2010s.  

 Virat Kohli only Indian in CA's Test team of the decade. 

 MS Dhoni named captian of CA's ODI team of the decade.  

 Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli also part of CA's ODI team of the decade. 

Football 

25th Senior Women’s National Football Championship 

 The 25th Senior Women’s National Football Championship will kick off at Pasighat in 

Arunachal Pradesh. Altogether 30 teams from across India is participating the 15-day event. 

Teams have been divided into eight groups. 

2020 Women’s U-17 World Cup to be held from Nov 2-21 
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 The FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup, to be hosted by India, will be held from 2nd to 21st 

November next year.India was announced as the host country in March this year. Spain are the 

defending champions, having won the title of the biennial tournament in 2018. 

U-17 Junior Boys Subroto Cup – 2019 

 In the final of U-17 Junior Boys Subroto Cup International Football Tournament, Hopewel Elias 

Higher Secondary School, Meghalaya defeated Bangladesh Krida Shiksha Prothishtan (BKSP) by 

a score line of 1-0 at Dr. Ambedkar Stadium, New Delhi. 

Tamil Nadu became the first team’ to enter semifinal of 25th Senior Women’s National Football C’ship 

 Tamil Nadu has become the first team to enter the semi final of the 25th Senior Women’s 

National Football Championship being held in Arunachal Pradesh. In the first quarter final 

match in Pasighat, Tamil Nadu beat Madhya Pradesh comfortably by 4-2. 

25th Senior Women’s National Football Championship 

 Defending champion Manipur clinched the title of the 25th Senior Women’s National Football 

Championship for the 20th time.In the final at CHF Ground in Pasighat today, Manipur defeated 

Railways 1-0 in a thrilling contest. 

India lift SAFF U-18 C’ship title for first time 

 In Football, India defeated Bangladesh by 2-1 in the final of SAFF Under-18 Championship 2019 

to lift the title in Kathmandu. This is India’s maiden SAFF U-18 trophy. India remained runners up 

in 2015 and finished third in 2017. 

FIFA rankings 

 The Indian football team slipped two places to 106 in the latest FIFA rankings after their 1-1 

draw with much lower-ranked Bangladesh in the World Cup qualifier earlier this month.  

 Bangladesh, meanwhile, jumped three spots to 184 riding the result which their head Coach 

Jamie Day had described as being similar to India’s famous tie against Qatar.  

 Meanwhile, Belgium has remained at the top spot in the rankings with France and Brazil also 

holding on to their positions.  

 Top-ten rivals Uruguay (5th, up 1), Croatia (7th, up 1), Argentina (9th, up 1) have edged closer to 

the summit.  

 But the most significant rises are to be found further down the Ranking, where the in-form 

quartet of Ukraine (22nd, up 3), Japan (28th, up 3), Turkey (32nd, up 4) and Russia (37th, up 5) 

are among the more notable climbers. 

SAFF U-15 
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 India beat Bangladesh 5-3 on penalty shoot-out to win the SAFF U-15 Women’s Championship 

title Final of the SAFF U-15 Women’s Championship held at the Chalimithang Stadium in 

Thimphu, Bhutan. 

Golden Shoe award 

 Barcelona captain Leo Messi received his sixth Golden Shoe as the top scorer in the European 

leagues • Messi won the trophy for a third straight year after scoring 36 goals, three more than 

his closest challenger, Kylian Mbappe of Paris Saint-Germain 

 Messi now has two more Golden Shoes than his great rival Cristiano Ronaldo. Luis Suarez is one 

of nine players on two. The award was created in 1967. 

U-17 World Cup title  

 Brazil to beat Mexicoin the finals for 2-1, to win the 18th edition of the FIFA under 17 World 

Cup trophy held in Brasilia, Brazil.  

 The victory added to Brazil's successes in 1997, 1999 and 2003 as it moved within one of 

Nigeria's record of five championships.  

FIFA Rankings 

 India drops two places to be ranked 108. 

 India rank 108th in the world and 18th in Asia in the latest FIFA Rankings. 

 Belgium continuing to stand atop, followed closely by France and Brazil, the top 10 teams in 

the world remain unaltered with the exception of Croatia (6) doing one better over Portugal. 

Boxing 

Men’s World Boxing Championships 

 In boxing, India will open their campaign at the ongoing men’s World Championships in 

Ekaterinburg, Russia. India’s Brijesh Yadav (81kg) will take on Poland’s Maleusz Goinskiin the 

opener. The World Championship features more than 450 boxers from 87 countries. 

India assured of two medals at AIBA World Men’s Boxing C’ships 

 India were assured of an unprecedented two medals at the AIBA World Men’s Boxing 

Championships after Amit Panghal and Manish Kaushik entered the semifinals of the marquee 

event at Ekaterinburg in Russia. 

Amit Panghal becomes first Indian to enter World Men’s C’ship finals 
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 In Boxing, Asian Champion Amit Panghal became the first Indian to make the finals of the World 

Men’s Championship while Manish Kaushik signed off with a bronze medal after going down in 

the semifinals in Ekaterinburg, Russia 

Amit Panghal loses in final of World Boxing Championships 

 Ace Indian boxer Amit Panghal settled for silver at the AIBA Men’s World Boxing Championships 

at Ekaterinburg in Russia.He lost to Shakhobidin Zoirov of Uzbekistan Zoirov in flyweight (48-52 

kg) category. 

World Women's Boxing Championships 

 Six-time champion M C Mary Kom settled for a bronze medal in the World Women's Boxing 

Championships after losing to Turkey's Busenaz Cakiroglu in an intense semifinal bout at Ulan 

Ude in Russia.  

 Third-seeded Mary Kom lost to second seed Cakiroglu, who is the reigning European 

Championships and European Games gold-medalist. 

Shooting 

ISSF World Cup 2019 

 Asian Games medallist Abhishek Verma won the gold while teen sensation Saurabh Chaudhary 

claimed the bronze as Indian shooters dominated the podium in the men’s 10-metre air pistol 

event of the ongoing ISSF World Cup In Rio De Janeiro. 

ISSF World Cup 2019 

 India finished at the top of the ISSF World Cup Rifle/Pistol Championship in Rio De Janeiro 

with 5 gold, 2 silver and 2 bronze medals. 

 Manu Bhaker and Saurabh Chaudhary claimed the mixed 10m air pistol gold. 

 Yashaswini Deswal and Abhishek Verma won the silver and India picked up the maximum 

possible medals on the final day of the tournament. 

 World number one in women’s 10m air rifle, Apurvi Chandela partnered Deepak Kumar to win 

India their fourth gold. 

12th Sardar Sajjan Singh Sethi Masters shotgun championship 

 Prithviraj Tondaiman had a resounding 48-43 victory over former World champion and six-time 

Asian champion Manavjit Singh Sandhu in trap in the recently concluded 12th Sardar Sajjan 

Singh Sethi Masters shotgun championship in Bhopal. 

Other Sports 
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Asian Junior and Cadet Championships 

 In Table Tennis, the Indian boy’s team has settled for a silver medal after losing the final to top 

seed China at the Asian Junior and Cadet Championships held at Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. 

 The second-place helped Indian boys qualify for the World Junior Championships to be held at 

Korat, Thailand in November this year. 

US Open Tennis Men’s single 

 Rafael Nadal has won US Open Men’s singles beating Daniil Medvedev .This is his fourth US 

Open title and 19th Grand Slam trophy. 

Indian junior boys win bronze medal in Serbia Junior & Cadet Open 

 In Table Tennis, Indian junior boys Raegan Albuquerque and Yashansh Malik paired with the 

Netherlands’ Lode Hulshof won the bronze medal at the Serbia Junior and Cadet Open in 

Mumbai. 

Men’s singles title of Belgian International Challenge 

 In Badminton, rising Indian shuttler Lakshya Sen stunned second seed Victor Svendsen of 

Denmark in straight games to clinch men’s singles title at the Belgian International Challenge. 

Vietnam Open Men’s Singles title 

 In Badminton, Sourabh Verma clinched the Vietnam Open Super 100 title, defeating China’s Sun 

Fei Xiang in a thrilling Men’s Singles summit clash at the Ho Chi Minh City. 

 This victory marks Verma’s second Super 100 win in the ongoing calendar year. He had won the 

Hyderabad Open earlier in August. 

Myanmar International Series Men’s Singles title 

 Indian shuttler Kaushal Dharmamer clinched the Myanmar International Series with a come-

from-behind win over Indonesia’s Karono Karono in a thrilling men’s singles final in Yangon. 

China Open Badminton 

 In China Open Badminton, world champion P V Sindhu and World No.8 Saina Nehwal will start 

the Indian campaign at Changzhou in China. Among male shuttlers, B Sai Praneeth and Parupalli 

Kashyap are also in the fray. 

Maldives International Future Series 
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 Young Indian shuttler Malvika Bansod beat Myanmar’s Thet Htar Thuzar to win the Maldives 

International Future Series, and claim her maiden title. 

Maldives International Challenge 

 In Badminton, Indian shuttler Kaushal Dharmamer clinched the men’s singles title at the 

Maldives International Challenge with a straight-games win over Siril Verma in Male. 

Vinesh Phogat becomes first Indian wrestler to qualify for 2020 Tokyo Olympics 

 India’s star wrestler Vinesh Phogat qualified for the 2020 Olympics after beating fancied 

American Sarah Hildebrandt in the World Championships in Nur Sultan, Kazakhstan. She scored 

an impressive 8-2 win over the world championship silver medalist to secure her place at the 

Tokyo Games. 

Bajrang Punia, Ravi Dahiya qualify for 2020 Tokyo Olympics 

 Bajrang Punia and Ravi Dahiya qualified for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics winning their respective 

quarterfinal matches in World Wrestling Championships at Nur-Sultan in Kazakhstan. 

Bajrang Punia, Ravi Dahiya win bronze at World Championships 

 In Wrestling, Bajrang Punia (65Kg) and Ravi Dahiya (57Kg) have won bronze at the World 

Championships in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan. This is Bajrang’s second consecutive medal at the 

Worlds and third overall while Dahiya has managed to win bronze in his very first appearance at 

the senior championships. 

 Vinesh Phogat had also won a bronze in women’s 53 kg event 

Rahul Aware wins bronze in 61 kg free-style category 

 Indian wrestler Rahul Aware has won a bronze medal in men’s 61 kilogram free-style category at 

the World Championship in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan. It was India’s fifth medal at this edition of 

the World Championships with a total haul of 1 silver and 4 bronze. 

Wrestler Deepak Punia claims world number 1 spot in 86 kg 

 In the latest rankings issued by the international wrestling federation, World Championship 

silver medallist wrestler Deepak Punia has jumped to world number one position in 86kg 

category. 

India’s team for the World Athletics Championships 
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 Sprinter Dutee Chand has been added to India’s team for the World Athletics Championships to 

be held in Doha later this month after the national federation accepted an invite for her 

participation from the international parent body. 

 20 National Centres of Excellence to groom athletes 

 Ministry of Sports will create 20 National Centres of Excellence to groom athletes for 2024 and 

2028 Olympics. Each Centre of Excellence will offer funds for four to six specific sports. The new 

scheme will ensure that athletes in the same premises have access to similar facilities unlike 

before. 

World Chess Championships 

 Teen sensation Nihal Sarin pulled off a clinical win against Jorge Cori in 57 moves to take a 1-0 

lead in the two-game Round One of the World Cup chess championship in Khanty Mansiysk. 

Track Asia Cup cycling 

 Ronaldo Laitonjam won his fourth gold of the meet as India picked up three medals on the 

concluding day to emerge overall champions in the Track Asia Cup cycling competition. India 

topped the medal tally with 10 gold, eight silver and seven bronze medals as the tournament 

came to an end at the IGI Sports Complex 

 Uzbekistan finished overall second with 4 golds and 3 silvers while Malaysia secured third place 

with 4 golds and silver. 

Rani Rampal to captain Indian women’s hockey team on England tour 

 In Hockey Rani Rampal was named the captain of the 18-member Indian Women’s team which 

will take on England in a five-match series.The series is scheduled to take place in Marlow, 

England from 27th of this month to 4th of next month. Rani will have goalkeeper Savita as her 

deputy. 

IBSF Billiards C’ship 

 Pankaj Advani has clinched a record 22nd world titles by winning a fourth straight final in the 

150-up format at the IBSF World Billiards Championship in Myanmar. Advani defeated Nay 

Thway of Myanmar. 

Singapore Grand Prix 2019 

 Sebastian Vettel won Singapore Grand Prix while Lewis Hamilton finished fourth but stretched 

his championship lead to 65 points. 

Toray Pan Pacific final 

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



September to January 2020 current affairs 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  161 
 

 Naomi Osaka won her first singles title since the Australian Open in January by beating Russia’s 

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova 6-2, 6-3 in the Toray Pan Pacific final. 

World Team Snooker title 

 The Indian duo of Pankaj Advani and Aditya Mehta has won the IBSF World Snooker Team title 

at Mandalay, Myanmar. 

 The Indian pair beat Thailand’s team comprising C.Pongsakorn and D.Poramin 5-2 in the final. 

This takes Advani’s world title tally to a phenomenal 23 while Aditya claimed his maiden title. 

73rd Senior National Aquatic Championship 

 Divya Satija from Haryana won Gold Medal in Women’s 50 m Butterfly race during the 73rd 

Senior National Aquatic Championship at Prakash Taran Pushkar in Bhopal. 

Japan Open 

 Novak Djokovic from Serbia defeated John Millman of Australia to win the title. Japan Open is a 

men’s tennis tournament.  

 Djokovic, who played his first Japanese competition ever, dominated throughout the week, 

never losing a single set to claim the trophy,. 

China Open 

 Naomi Osaka won her second consecutive title in Asia at the China Open.  

 In the men’s final, top-seeded Austrian Dominic Thiem beat Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas.  

 Men’s Double by Ivan Dodig (Croatia) and Filip Polášek (Slovakia)  

 Women’s Double by Sofia Kenin (United States) and Bethanie Mattek-Sands (United States) 

Hero Women’s Indian Open 

 Austria's Christine Wolf won the Hero Women’s Indian Open at the DLF Golf and Country Club 

course in Gurugram. 

 It was Christine's first title after six years on the Ladies European Tour.  

 Among the Indians Anika Varma finished fifth and Tvesa Malik finished sixth. 

2019 weightlifting worlds 

 China topped the medal table with 29 gold, 14 silver and 10 bronze medals at the 2019 

International Weightlifting Federation (IWF) World Championships PATTAYA, Thailand.  

 DPR Korea finished second with 7 gold, 12 silver and 5 bronze medals.  

 In the men's over 109kg category, Georgia's Lasha Talakhadze broke all three world records in 

snatch, clean and jerk and total and secured all three gold medals for his country.  

 The 10-day championships also served as qualifying event for the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games. 
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Bhavani Devi clinches silver in Belgium meet 

 Indian fencer C. A. Bhavani Devi clinched the silver medal in the women’s sabre individual 

category in the Tournoi satellite competition (World level) at Ghent, Belgium.  

 Bhavani continued that she has another eight competitions - World Cup, Grand Prix and satellite 

events - lined up until the end of March that will be considered for Olympic qualification.  

 The top two players from the Asian zone in the World rankings will qualify for the 2020 Olympics 

to be held in Tokyo, Japan. 

10th Asian Age Group Championships 

 India ended its campaign at the 10th Asian Age Group Championships on a high as divers Palak 

Sharma and Siddharth Pradeshi earned the nation's 19th and 20th gold medals.  

 India finished with a total medal tally of 64 medals (20 gold, 24 silver and 20 bronze).  

 Held from September 24 to October 2, 2019 in Bengaluru 

Odisha to host 2023 men's hockey World Cup 

 The 2023 Men's Hockey World Cup will be held in Bhubaneswar and Rourkela, Odisha Chief 

Minister Naveen Patnaik announced.  

 India will host the Men's Hockey World Cup for the second consecutive time after the country 

was picked to stage the game's showpiece event in 2023 by the International Hockey Federation 

(FIH) earlier this month.  

 The tournament will be held from January 13 to 29.  

 The state capital is also one of the venues for the 2020 FIFA Women's U-17 World Cup. 

Ekalabya Puraskar  

 Odia Weightlifter Jhili Dalabehera, who has brought laurels for Odisha and the country in 

several national and international events, will receive the prestigious Ekalabya Puraskar for the 

year 2019.  

 The annual award is instituted by IMPaCT, the charitable wing of Indian Metals & Ferro Alloys 

(IMFA).  

 Apart from Dalabehera, two other sportsperson- hockey player Namita Toppo and Footballer 

Jabamani Tudu will also receive citation awards for their outstanding achievements in their 

respective fields. 

Scottish Open title  

 India's Lakshya Sen has won the Scottish Open men's single title, defeating Brazilian Ygor 

Coelho to seal his fourth title in three months.  

 The 18-year-old Indian started his year with a silver medal at the Polish Open International 

Challenge in March.  
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 Sen went on to win the Belgian International in September, his first title of the year.  

 Lakshya won his first BWF Super 100 title at the Dutch Open, and the SaarLorLux Open in 

Germany. He will be next seen in action in the Syed Modi International Championship, in 

Lucknow. 

Davis Cup title  

 World number one Rafael Nadal has clinched sixth Davis Cup title for Spain after beating Denis 

Shapovalov of Canada in Madrid.  

 In 2010 Nadal won three majors, but the 33-year-old will likely look back on 2019 as an 

extraordinary year as he won the French Open and the US Open, made the Australian Open final 

and also reached the Wimbledon semifinals. 

2020 Hockey Pro League 

 Bhubaneswar will host India’s home matches of the 2020 Hockey Pro League.  

 The second Hockey Pro League will be played between January 11 and June 28.  

 The first team that India will host is the Netherlands on Jan. 18. The Pro League will feature 144 

matches in the coming season.  

 Australia’s home matches will be played in Perth and Sydney, while England will be playing in 

London. 

2019 World Kabaddi Cup 

 The 2019 World Kabaddi Cup will take place from December 1 to 9 and will be organised by 

the Punjab government, revealed the state’s Sports Minister Rana Gurmit Singh Sodhi in 

Chandigarh.  

 This year’s tournament will be dedicated to the 550th birth anniversary of Sikh guru, Guru 

Nanak Dev ji.  

 Nine teams -- India, USA, Australia, England, Sri Lanka, Kenya, New Zealand, Pakistan and 

Canada -- are expected to take part in the tournament.  

 Pakistan and Canada are yet to get clearance from the Indian government. 

Dutee Chand named in TIME 100 Next list  

 India sprinter Dutee Chand has been named in the TIME 100 Next, an expansion of the TIME 

100 list of the most influential persons in the world.  

 The list, an initiative of TIME magazine, highlights 100 rising stars who are shaping the future of 

business, entertainment, sports, politics, health, science, activism etc.  

 Chand had won two silver medals — 100m, 200m — at the Jakarta Asian Games and had 

become the first Indian woman sprinter to win gold at the Universiade in Napoli, where she 

competed in 100m. 
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Fed Cup 

 France defeated Australia, 3-2, to claim their first Fed Cup title in 16 years, held in Perth, 

Australia.  

 Fed Cup is an international team competition in women’s tennis.  

 Caroline Garcia and Kristina Mladenovic of France surpassed Ashleigh Barty and Samantha 

Stosur, 6-4, 6-3, winning the deciding doubles match to break the tie.  

 This was France’s third Fed Cup title and first since they beat the United States in 2003. 

Manu Bhaker clinches gold in women’s 10m air pistol event  

 Deepak Kumar secured India's 10th Olympic quota in shooting while Manu Bhaker claimed the 

women's 10m air pistol gold medal in the 14th Asian Championship.  

 VivaanKapoor and ManishaKeer won the second-highest honour in junior trap mixed event at 

the Asian Shooting Championships in Doha. 

Rugby World Cup  

 South Africa galloped by England to win the Rugby World Cup in Japan.  

 The Springboks claimed the Cup for the first time since 2007. It was a rematch of the final game 

of 2007. Both teams scored only penalty kicks in the first half.  

 In the second half, the Springboks' MakazoleMapimpi and Cheslin Kolbe each pushed the ball 

across the line for the only two tries of the game.  

 The Springboks became the second team after New Zealand to win three World Cup titles. 

United States Grand Prix 2019 

 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes – Finland) has won the Formula One, United States Grand Prix 2019.  

 Lewis Hamilton was on second, Max Verstappen on third, Charles Leclerc on fourth and 

Alexander Albon on fifth.  

 However, it must be noted that, after the US Grand Prix 2019, Lewis Hamilton was awarded his 

sixth F1 world title i.e Lewis Hamilton has won the Formula One World Drivers’ Championship 

for 2019.  

 The maximum number of Formula One World Drivers’ Championship has been won by Michael 

Schumacher with 7 titles. 

Paris Masters title  

 Novak Djokovic recorded his 77th ATP title with a win over Canada's Denis Shapovalov at the 

Paris Masters.  

 The 32-year-old Serb will be replaced as world number one by Rafael Nadal despite sealing his 

34th Masters title, his fifth in Paris and fifth overall ATP victory of the year 
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10. SUMMIT & CONFERENCES 

CBI’s 1st national conference on cybercrime investigation 

 Director Rishi Kumar Shukla inaugurated the 1st National Conference on Cyber Crime 

Investigation and Cyber Forensics at CBI Headquarters in New Delhi. The two-day conference 

covers one of the mandates of CBI which is to investigate crimes with inter-state and 

international ramifications. 

National Youth Summit 

 The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, inaugurated the National Youth Summit in New 

Delhi on September 7, 2019, organized by the Youth Awakening Mission, a youth wing of 

Paavan Chintan Dhara Charitable Trust, Ghaziabad 

 He also said that Eight hundred million youth of our country, with their creative power, can take 

India to new heights of progress and human civilization. 

 The ANGAN- A three-day international Conference on Energy Efficiency in Building Sector 

 An international conference ANGAN (Augmenting Nature by Green Affordable New-habitat) 

focused on Energy Efficiency in Building Sector began. The Conference is being organized by the 

Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), Ministry of Power, Government of India in collaboration with 

GIZ under the Indo German Technical cooperation. 

Exhibition PRA-KASHI on finest trends of contemporary weaving 

 Union Minister of State for Culture& Tourism (Independent Charge), Shri Prahlad Singh Patel 

inaugurated the exhibition PRA-KASHI on the finest trends of contemporary weaving, in New 

Delhi. The National Museum, New Delhi in collaboration with Devi Art Foundation, New Delhi 

has organized this Exhibition. 

National Conference on Crop Residue Management 

 Union Minister of State for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Shri Parshottam Rupala inaugurated 

the National Conference on Crop Residue Management for the farmers from the states of 

Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh & Delhi in New Delhi. 

India Breakfast-Networking Session organized at TIFF 
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 An India Breakfast Networking Session was hosted by Information &Broadcasting Ministry on 

the side-line of its participation at the Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) 2019. Ms 

Apoorva Srivastava, Consul General of India, Toronto; Mr Cameron Bailey, Artistic Director & Co-

Head, TIFF and the Indian Delegation interacted with the participants at the Session. 

Conference on “Criminal Activities and Radicalization in Jails: Vulnerability of 

Inmates and Jail Staff and their Protection 

 Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, Shri G. Kishan Reddy to inaugurate the National 

Conference on “Criminal Activities and Radicalization in Jails: Vulnerability of Inmates and Jail 

Staff and their Protection” on September 12, 2019. The two-day Conference is being organised 

by the Bureau of Police research and development (BPR&D). 

National Seminar on “Emerging Trends in Public Architecture” – Year of 

Construction Technology 

 As a part of Nationwide Awareness Campaign during ongoing Construction Technology Year, 

Central Public Works Department is organizing a National Seminar on “Emerging Trends in 

Public Architecture on September 18, 2019 at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. 

 The Prime Minister had announced that April 2019 – March 2020 as the „Year of Construction 

Technology‟ in a bid to increase the use of modern technologies in the construction Sector. 

The exhibition ”Shashwat Maharathi : The Eternal Seeker‟ on Chitracharya 

Upendra Maharath 

 Union Minister of State for Culture& Tourism (Independent Charge), Shri Prahlad Singh Patel 

and Governor of Delhi Shri Anil Baijal jointly inaugurated the exhibition „Shashwat Maharathi : 

The Eternal Seeker‟ on Chitracharya Upendra Maharath at newly renovated Jaipur House in 

National Gallery of Modern art New Delhi. 

 

 The Exhibition showcases more than 1000 works of art, design, and woven objects of art by 

Chitracharya Upendra maharathi. 

Waste Management Accelerator for Aspiring Women Entrepreneurs (WAWE 

Summit 2019) 

 Union Human Resource Development Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank launched several 

initiatives of All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) in New Delhi. 
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 The Minister informed that the WAWE Summit will be held in November- December 2019. It 

will be jointly organized by All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) and Institute of 

Waste Management (IIWM) at jaipur. 

International Workshop for National Water Museum 

 DoWR, RD & GR, Ministry of Jal Shakti is organizing an International Workshop on 19th – 20th 

September 2019, at Central Water Commission Auditorium, New Library Building, R K Puram, 

and New Delhi. 

 To enhance awareness among general public at large, about dwindling water resources and 

need for conservation, and about sustainable and judicious use of water resources, 

DoWR,RD&GR, under Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India has taken an initiative to 

develop National Water museum. 

National Conference on Agriculture- Rabi Campaign 2019 

 The National Conference on Agriculture for Rabi Campaign 2019 was organized on 20.09.2019 at 

NASC, Pusa, and New Delhi. The conference was inaugurated by Sh. Parshottam Rupala, 

Minister of State for Agriculture & Farmers welfare. 

 

 Minister highlighted the record production achieved for food grains (285 million tonnes) and 

also complimented state governments for effective implementation of Centrally Sponsored 

Schemes. 

National workshop on Post Disaster Needs Assessment 

 National Institute of Disaster Management is organizing a day-long National Workshop on Post 

Disaster Needs Assessment in New Delhi. 

 

 The focus of this workshop is to disseminate the outcome documents of the study to all the 

relevant stakeholders so that these may be utilized as a reference document while preparing the 

memorandum for submission to the Home Ministry in post- disaster Phase. 

National Conclave on Energy Efficiency in MSME sector 

Shri Nitin Gadkari and Shri RK Singh jointly inaugurated the National Conclave on Enhancing 

Energy Efficiency in MSME sector in New Delhi. The two-day Conclave is being organized by 

Bureau of Energy Efficiency(BEE) with participation from MSME entrepreneurs, Industry 

Associations, technology and service providers, sectoral energy experts and senior officials from 

the Government. 
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Exhibition of India Tourism Mart (ITM) 2019 

 TheUnion Minister of State for Culture and Tourism (Independent Charge), Shri Prahlad Singh 

Patel inaugurated the exhibition of India Tourism Mart (ITM) 2019 in New Delhi. 

 

 The Ministry of Tourism and the Federation of Associations in Indian Tourism and Hospitality 

(FAITH) have jointly organized this Mart. 

National Conference on Skills and Entrepreneurship at Bengaluru 

 The Vice President of India Shri M Venkaiah Naidu Inaugurates the National Institute of 

Personnel Management Personnel (NIPM) 2019 conference on India’s changing paradigm. 

 

 Skills and Entrepreneurship for Global Competitiveness  in Bengaluru, Speaking on the 

occasion he said that skilling of youth should become national movement and urged all 

stakeholders to participate in a mission- mode to accomplish this objective. 

BPR&D to organize a National Level Seminar cum Exhibition and Demonstration 

on Anti-Drone Technology 

 The Bureau of Police Research & Development (BPR&D), under the Ministry of Home Affairs, is 

organizing a National Level Seminar cum Exhibition on Anti-Drone Technology at BPR&D, HQ 

New Delhi on September 26, 2019 and Demonstration on September 27, 2019 at BSF Campus, 

Bhondsi, Haryana. 

12th Meeting of National Institute of Technology, Science Education and 

Research (NITSER) 

 Union HRD Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ chaired the 12th Meeting of National 

Institute of Technology, Science Education and Research (NITSER) in New Delhi .The meeting 

was attended by Directors of the National Institutes of Technology (NITs) and Indian Institute of 

Engineering Science and Technology, Shibpur and Chairpersons of Board of Governors of these 

Institutes. 

International Conference-Cum-Buyer seller meet in Agartala 

 The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) under the 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India, in cooperation with government of 

Tripura organized an International Conference-cum- Buyer Seller Meet in Agartala to showcase 
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the export potential of agricultural products from North East Region (NER) and Tripura in 

Particular. 

16th Global SME Business Summit 

 Union Minister for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises and Road Transport & Highways Shri 

Nitin Gadkari inaugurated the 16th Global SME Business Summit 2019 in New Delhi. 

 

 The Summit is organized every year by Ministry of MSME and Confederation of Indian Industries 

(CII). The theme this year is Making Indian MSMEs Globally Competitive. 

5th India International Science Festival 

 The 5th edition of India International Science Festival (IISF) 2019 will be held at Kolkata from 5th 

to 8th November, 2019. The Union Minister for Science & Technology, Earth Sciences and 

Health & Family Welfare, Dr. Harsh Vardhan announced this in New Delhi. 

 

 The theme for this year‟s festival is RISEN India – Research, Innovation, and Science 

Empowering the Nation. 

DEFCOM INDIA 2019 

 The two day DEFCOM INDIA 2019 seminar commenced at Manekshaw Centre, New Delhi.  

 The theme for the seminar is, “Communications: A Decisive Catalyst for Jointness”. 

 The seminar is devoted to the seminal theme of leveraging communications for achieving 

jointness between the three services.  

 DEFCOM 2019 one the first day witnessed active participation from the armed forces, industry, 

research and development organisations and the academia.  

 It provided an excellent opportunity for the industry to understand the requirements of the 

Armed Forces.  

 The DEFCOM exhibition showcased cutting edge communication solutions from the industry and 

gave officers from the three services an opportunity to gain insights on technology and industry 

capabilities. The prestigious DEFCOM journal was also released during the seminar. 

1st International Conference on “Landslides Risk Reduction and Resilience-2019”  

 The Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, G. Kishan Reddy inaugurated the 1st 

International Conference on “Landslides Risk Reduction and Resilience".  

 MoS, Shri G. kishan Reddy called for developing technology to anticipate disasters like landslides 

and develop infrastructure to quickly respond to minimise the damage.  
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 The Minister said that landslides have attracted global attention as they may cause huge havoc 

on communities, live stock, environment leading to huge loss of lives . On the one hand 

landslides effect loss of infrastructures-roads, buildings, bridges, communication systems etc, on 

the other, they may lead to stagnation of human activity and mobility. 

All India Police Science Congress 

 The 47th All India Police Science Congress (AIPSC) is being organised in Lucknow. The chief 

guest for the event is a former cop and Puducherry LG Kiran Bedi. 

 The venue of the 2-day AIPSC is the Signature Building in the new Police headquarters.  

 Uttar Pradesh is hosting this event after 22 years.  

 Police officials from every state of the country are participating in the Police Science Congress. 

The Congress will focus on challenges in policing, and five other related topics. 

 International Tourism Mart  

 The 8th International Tourism Mart has been organised at Imphal, ManipurThe Theme of 2019 

International Tourism Mart is “Sustainable Tourism an engine for Economic Growth and 

Employment”.  

 It was inaugurated by the Minister of State (I/C) for Culture & Tourism, Shri Prahlad Singh Patel 

and Chief Minister of Manipur, Shri N. Biren Singh.  

 The event has been organised by the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India, in association 

with the North Eastern States.  

 It is an annual event organised in the North Eastern region with the objective of highlighting the 

tourism potential of the region in the domestic and international markets.  

G20 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting  

 Foreign ministers from the Group of 20 major economies gathered in Nagoya, where they were 

set to discuss free trade, sustainable development and how to best assist rapidly growing 

economies in Africa.  
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 The two-day event — the last of the eight ministerial G20 meetings to be chaired by Japan this 

year — will be attended by Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 

Lavrov and U.S. Deputy Secretary of State John Sullivan.  

 The G20 is made up of 19 countries and the EU. The 19 countries are Argentina, Australia, 

Brazil, Canada, China, Germany, France, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, the Russian 

Federation, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the UK and the US. 

Global Bio-India Summit  

 Three-day Global Bio-India Summit will begin in New Delhi.  

 Theme: Power to Transform Lives: Bioscience to Bioeconomy – USD 100 Bn by 2025. 

 It will bring academia, innovators, researchers, start-ups, medium and large companies together 

on the same platform.  

 More than 200 exhibitors, 275 start-ups and more than 100 biotechnology incubators will 

participate in Global Bio-India.  

 Biotechnology has been recognized as a sunrise sector and a key driver for contributing to 

India's five trillion dollar economy target by 2025. 

NuGen Mobility Summit 2019  

 The International Centre for Automotive Technology (ICAT) is organizing a NuGen Mobility 

Summit, 2019, at Manesar, NCR, from 27th to 29th November 2019.  

 Theme 2019: “Smart & Green Mobility”  

 The objective of the Summit is to share new ideas, learnings, global experiences, innovations 

and future technology trends for faster adoption, assimilation and development of advanced 

automotive technologies for a smarter and greener future.  

 This event will help in building a platform for bringing together all stakeholders in the 

automotive industry to understand global advancements in technologies.  

 The Summit is being organized in association with SAENIS, SAE INDIA, SAE International, NATRiP, 

DIMTS, Department of Heavy Industry, Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, SIAM and 

ACMA. More than 2500 participants and over 250 exhibitors are expected to take part in the 

Summit.  
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India ASEAN InnoTech Summit 2019  

 India ASEAN InnoTech Summit 2019, a three-day Technology & Innovation Summit, exhibition, 

B2B and B2G meetings to be held on 20 - 22 November 2019, SMX Convention Center, Davao, 

Philippines.  

 India ASEAN InnoTech Summit: Accelerating towards innovative development  

 Participating ASEAN Member Countries: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 

Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam  

 Exhibition to showcase best Indian Innovative Technologies, with potential implementation in 

the ASEAN region. 

South Asia Safety Summit 

 The South Asia Safety Summit is being organized to highlight the issue of safety while individuals 

and communities are connected on the digital platform  

 The Women and Child Development Minister Smriti Irani was addressing the 2nd edition of 

South Asia Safety Summit in New Delhi  

 Union Minister Smriti Irani has stressed the need to ensure the safety of women and children 

within their homes, and create safe neighbourhoods to protect them against violence and 

abuse.  

 South Asia Safety Summit organized by the Ministry of WCD and Facebook.  

 During the Summit, Union Minister of WCD launched “We Think Digital” website. This website is 

an online education portal with interactive tutorials aimed at helping people think critically and 

share thoughtfully online. 

2nd World Religious Leaders Summit  

 Azerbaijan has hosted the second World Religious Leaders Summit in the country's capital, 

Baku.  

 Religious leaders from more than 30 countries attended the event to discuss ways to tackle a 

range of issues and build dialogue.  

 The summit held on November 14-15, 2019. 
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6th Parliamentary Speakers’ Summit of G 20 Countries 

 Mr Birla, who was in Tokyo to attend the 6th Parliamentary Speakers’ Summit of G 20 Countries 

from November 3-5, 2019, shared his views with Presiding Officers of Parliaments of G20 

countries. 

 The G20 has 19 countries and the European Union. The 19 countries are Argentina, Australia, 

Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, the Republic of 

Korea, South Africa, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States of 

America.  

India to host 'No Money for Terror' meet in 2020  

 India will host the next edition of the 'No Money For Terror' conference to be held in 2020.  

 The 'No Money For Terror' conference is organised by Financial Intelligence Units (FIUs) of over 

100 countries, jointly called The Egmont Group.  

 Recognising the importance of international cooperation in the fight against money laundering 

and financing of terrorism, a group of FIUs met a few years ago at the Egmont Arenberg Palace 

in Brussels, Belgium, and decided to establish an informal network of FIUs for the stimulation of 

international co-operation.  

 Money laundering and the financing of terrorism are serious crimes that threaten to destabilise 

the global economy.  

 The Egmont Group was created to provide FIUs around the world a forum to exchange 

information confidentially to combat money-laundering, the financing of terrorism and other 

predicate offences. 

Katowice to host WADA congress in 2019  

 Katowice to host WADA congress in 2019 on 5-7 November 2019.  

 The International Congress Centre in Katowice will became the world anti-doping centre.  

 The World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) decided to hold the World Conference on Doping in 

Sport in the Polish city.  

35th ASEAN Summit begins in Bangkok  
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 The 35th ASEAN Summit held  inBangkok.   

 The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a group of ten member countries that 

encourages political,economic and social co-operation in the region.  

 During five days summit East Asia summit (EAS) and Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Summit ( RCEP) will be also held.  

 Apart from leaders of 10 Asean countries head of Eight dialogue partner countries including 

India, USA China, Japan , republic of Korea , Australia and New Zealand are also participating in 

the summit. The summit would discuss comprehensive and sustainable ASEAN economic 

development and on negotiations related to the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

(RCEP) including market opening. • The RCEP is a proposed free trade agreement( FTA) between 

the ten members state of ASEAN and its parter countries. 

4th General Assembly of Association of World Election Bodies (A-WEB) 

 Election Commission of India is scheduled to host the 4th General Assembly of Association of 

World Election Bodies (A-WEB) at Bengaluru on September 3. India will take over as A-WEB‟s 

Chair for the 2019- 2021 term. 

EEF summit 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will take part in the 5th Eastern Economic Forum – EEF summit in 

Russia. The Prime Minister will also attend the 20th annual summit between Russia and India 

during the three-day visit. 

UNCCD COP14 begins in Greater Noida 

 The 14th Conference of Parties, COP14 to the UN Convention to Combat Desertification began 

on a high note at Greater Noida. 

 The objective of the COP14 is to discuss various issues of land such as sustainable land 

management, reversing land degradation, mitigating drought, halting desertification, addressing 

sand and dust storms, linkages with Gender. 

WHO’s SEARO meeting venue in New Delhi 

 The 72nd Session of World Health Organization Regional Office for South-East Asia (SEARO) 

meeting is being held in New Delhi.  
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  At the inauguration of the Session of ,WHO Regional Committee for South-East Asia, Dr 

Vardhan said, universal health for all, a disease-free India and global standards of excellence in 

health care is the aim of the NDA Government for a new India. 

UNICEF conference in Colombo 

 India gave a strong rebuttal to Pakistani attempt to raise Kashmir issue at UNICEF South Asian 

Parliamentarian conference in Colombo. The event in Colombo was organized by Sri Lankan 

Parliament together with the United Nations Children‟s Fund (UNICEF) to celebrate the 30-year 

anniversary of the convention of the rights of the child and did not have any political agenda. 

1st conference of Military Medicine for SCO Member States 

 The first conference of Military Medicine for Shanghai Co-operation Organization (SCO) Member 

States will be held here on 12 – 13 September, 2019. The conference will be the first Military co-

operation event hosted by India, under the SCO Defence Co-operation Plan 2019-2020, after it 

became a SCO Member State in 2017. 

24th World Energy Congress 

 The 24th World Energy Congress will commence in Abu Dhabi under the patronage of Sheikh 

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates. The four-day World 

Energy Congress aims to bring together international energy stakeholders, including 

governments, private and state corporations, academia and media. 

 The Minister added that the theme of this World Energy Congress is Energy for Prosperity which 

also represents the ambitious and dynamic energy transition of the Country 

22nd Session of UN Committee on CRPD 

 Secretary of DePWD Participated In 22nd Session of UN Committee on CRPD at Geneva. India is 

a signatory of the United Nations Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD). It 

ratified this Convention on 01-10-2007 in pursuance of Article 35 of the Convention. India 

submitted its First Country Report on Status of Disability in India in November 2015. 

16th AEM-India Consultations 

 Economic Ministers from ten ASEAN Member States and the Minister of Commerce and Industry 

of the Republic of India (“the Ministers”) met on 10 September 2019 at Bangkok in Thailand for 

the sixteenth AEM-India Consultations. The Consultations were co-chaired by Deputy Prime 
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Minister and Minister of Commerce, Thailand, Jurin Laksanawisit and Minister of Railways and 

Commerce and Industry, Piyush Goyal. 

15th Indo-US Economic Summit 

 15th Indo-US Economic Summit was organized by the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce- 

North India Council (IACC- NIC) in New Delhi. Minister of State for Food Processing Industries 

said the budget allocation for food processing ministry should be raised to Rs 3,000 crore a year 

from the current level of Rs 1,400 crore in order to boost the Sector. 

Sixteenth round of Foreign Office Consultations between India and Iran 

 The sixteenth round of Foreign Office Consultations between India and Iran was held in Tehran. 

 The two sides reviewed the entire gamut of bilateral cooperation, ongoing connectivity and 

infrastructure development projects, including the development of Shahid Behesthi Port, 

Chabahar and full operationalization of the Chabahar Agreement between India  and Iran. 

BSM Organized In USA, Canada and Greece by APEDA 

 A buyer-seller meet (BSM)was organized in the Indian Consulate on 20th August, 2019 with the 

support of the Indian Embassy. Twenty-three exporters of agri products including processed 

food and tea met with potential importers from 

 The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) organized 

a multi-product road show in association with the Embassy of India in Jakarta on 16th 

September. 

63rd General Conference of IAEA 

 The 63rd General Conference of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is going on at 

Vienna from September 16 -20, 2019. K N Vyas, Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and 

Secretary, Department of Atomic Energy, Government of India and Head of the Indian 

delegation to the conference. 

16th Session of the Joint Economic Commission between India and Belgium Luxembourg Economic 

Union 

 The 16th Session of the Joint Economic Commission (JEC) between India and Belgium 

Luxembourg Economic Union (BLEU) was convened in New Delhi on 17th September. 

 JEC Sessions are convened based on an agreement signed in 1990 in New Delhi. This biennial 

event is organized in capital cities of the three countries alternatively, and is a main vehicle for 

discussing economic and commercial issues between India and BLEU. 

7th India-UAE High Level Task Force on Investment (HLTFI) 
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 Union Minister of Commerce & Industry and Railways, Piyush Goyal will visit UAE from 21st to 

22nd September 2019 for the meeting of the 7th India-UAE High Level Task Force on 

Investment (HLTFI). The meeting will see wide-ranging discussions on priority sectors of 

engagement for channeling investments between the two countries. 

 The HLTFI was established in May 2012 to address issues associated with existing investments 

between India and UAE. 

Climate Action Summit 2019 

 To boost ambition and accelerate actions to implement the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, 

the United Nations Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres, hosted the 2019 Climate Action 

Summit on 23 September 2019 to meet the climate challenge. The UN 2019 Climate Summit 

convened on the theme, Climate Action Summit 2019: A Race We Can Win. A Race We Must . 

PM Modi addresses 1st India-Caribbean leaders summit 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi met the leaders of the Caribbean Community and Common 

Market during the first-ever India-Caricom leaders’ summit in New York. The meet focused on 

fighting climate change and increasing India’s participation with the grouping. 

 

 A statement released by External Affairs Ministry said that Mr. Modi announced a 14 million US 

dollar grant for community development projects in the Caricom and another 150 million line of 

credit for solar, renewable energy and climate change related projects. 

UN Climate Change Conference  

 A two-week International Climate Conference held in Madrid, Spain. 
 The main task of the conference is to be taking a few important steps, which are the UN climate 

change agenda, including dealing with several issues pertaining to the full operationalization of 

the Paris Climate Change Agreement.  

 8-year-old Licypriya Kangujam from Manipur speaks at the Climate Summit in Madrid, spain. 

The young activist from Manipur who has already spoken in 21 countries on climate change, 

gave the world a glimpse of her resolve as she urged global leaders to "act now against climate 

change". 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)  

 The 2019 London Summit of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was the 30th formal 

meeting of the heads of state and heads of government of the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization.  

 It was held in The Grove, Watford, Hertfordshire, United Kingdom.  
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 The year 2019 marks the 70th anniversary of the summit. It was attended by NATO leaders and 

chaired by NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg. 

BioAsia 2020  

 Switzerland will serve as the country partner for the 17th edition of BioAsia 
 Switzerland has an outstanding reputation globally as an extremely specialised production 

location for innovative life science products.  

 Telangana is a state committed to promoting innovation and entrepreneurship, and the focus of 

BioAsia has been centred around innovation over the years 

36th International Geological Congress in March 2020  

 India is gearing up to host the 36th International Geological Congress (IGC) in the capital during 

the first week of March 2020.  

 The theme of the forthcoming conference is ‘Geosciences: The Basic Science for a Sustainable 

Development’.  

 The IGCs are a prestigious global geo scientific events held once in four years and participated 

by around 5000-6000 geoscientists from all across the world 

Global Refugee Forum  

 The first ever Global Refugee Forum was held in Geneva, Switzerland. It is being jointly hosted 

by United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) along with Government of Switzerland.  

 Co-convened by Costa Rica, Ethiopia, Germany, Pakistan and Turkey, the Forum is aiming to 

generate new approaches and long-term commitments from a variety of actors to help refugees 

and the communities in which they live. 

ARTECH  2019 

 ARTECH Seminar was launched in 2016 as part of overall vision of ‘Make in India’ and is 

conducted every year.  

 The ARTECH platform provides an opportunity to practitioners of military operations, policy 

makers in the Ministry of Defence, industry, and academia to put forth their contemporary 

Defence related capabilities.  

 The 5th edition of ARTECH was organised by Indian Army on ‘Technologies for Non Contact 

Warfare’ which will be organised, at Manekshaw Centre, Delhi Cantonment. 
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11. BOOKS & AUTHORS 

  
1. Book titled "India's Lost Frontier the Story of the North-West Frontier Province of Pakistan" 

written by veteran civil servant Raghvendra Singh released . 

2. A new book entitled "First They Erased Our Name: A Rohingya Speaks" to be released by 

Penguin Random House (India). 

3. Venkaiah Naidu will release books 'Loktantra Ke Swar (Khand 2)' & 'The Republican Ethic 

(Volume 2)' on selected speeches of President.  

4. Book titled ―Phoolpur: Indian Flowers, Their Myths, Traditions and Usage‖ written by Jhelum 

Biswas Bose set to release.  

5. A Coffee Table Book called Glorious Diaspora- Pride of India‘ on Pravasi Bharatiya Samman 

awardees was released by Venkaiah Naidu in New Delhi.  

6. A new book titled "Being Gandhi" written by award-winning author Paro Anand has been 

released. It marks the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.  

7. Book titled 'Turbulence & Triumph: The Modi Years', jointly authored by Rahul Agarwal and 

Bharathi S Pradhan set to release. 

8. Vice President Venkaiah Naidu released  Himalayan Odyssey‘ book by MP Veerendra Kumar 

in New Delhi  

9. Roopa Pai‘s "From Leeches to Slug Glue: 25 Explosive Ideas that Made (and Are Making) 

Modern Medicine" to be released. 

10. Book titled Fortune Turners: The Quartet that spun India to glory‘on spin quartet written by 

Aditya Bhushan and Sachin Bajaj launched.  

11. "Savarkar: Echoes from a forgotten past, 1883-1924" by Vikram Sampath released.  

12. Venkaiah Naidu releases the book "Rethinking Good Governance" authored by the former 

CAG Vinod Rai in New Delhi.  

13. Book "Game of Votes: Visual Media Politics and Elections in the Digital Era" penned by Farhat 

Basir Khan launched.  

14. Award-winning author Siddharth Dhanvant Shanghvi comes out with a new book titled 

―Loss. 

15. Book titled Lal Bahadur Shastri: Politics and Beyond‖ authored by Sandeep Shastri set to be 

released.  

16. 'Girl Power: Indian Women Who Broke The Rules' by Neha J Hiranandani on 50 Indian 

women role models released. 
17. Book titled "India in a Warming world: Integrating Climate Change and Development" 

featuring a collection of articles by climate experts including Sunita Narain, Anil Agarwal, Dr. 

Friederike Otto & Shibani Ghosh, edited by Navroz K Dubash is set to release in November 

2019.  
18.  Indian first chess grandmaster and 5-time world champion, Shri VishwanathanAnand 

authored a new book titled "Mind Master: Winning Lessonsfrom a Champion's Life" which 

portrays his experiences in life as well as in the game.  

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



JOKTA ACADEMY 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  Page 180 

19. The book titled "The Daughter from a Wishing Tree: Unusual Tales About Women in 

Mythology" written by Indian writer Sudha Murty released. It is published by Puffin 

Publishers.  
20.  A new book titled "Dark Fear, Eerie Cities: New Hindi Cinema in Neoliberal India" authored 

by Sarunas Paunksnis, professor at Kaunas University of Technology, Lithuania was released.  
21. Prime Minister (PM) of India, Shri Narendra Modi unveiled a book titled ―Bridgital Nation‖ 

in New Delhi, where the first copy of the book was presented to Shri Ratan Tata.  
22. The final book of late British economist Anthony Barnes Atkinson titled "Measuring Poverty 

around the World" has been released and published by Penguin Random House. 
23. An Indian historian, educationist and Padma Shri recipient, Kashi Nath Pandit‘s new book 

entitled ―Ten Studies in Kashmir: History and Politics‖, published by Academic Foundation, 

has been released by vicechancellors of various universities at a function at the Jammu 

University in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K).  
24. Former First Lady of the United States of America, Michelle Obama's second book titled 

Becoming: A Guided Journal for Discovering Your Voice" is set to release on November 19, 

2019.  
25.  Book titled "Carpenters and Kings: Western Christianity and the Idea of India" written by 

Siddhartha Sarma was released. It is published by Penguin Hamish Hamilton India.  
26. A distinguished academician, diplomat, author and foreign policy expert, Phunchok Stobdan‘s 

new book "The Great Game in the Buddhist Himalayas: India and China's Quest for Strategic 

Dominance", published by Penguin Random House India, describes the several unknown 

insights into the India-China, India-Tibet and China-Tibet relationships.  
27. India's Ambassador to the Netherlands, Venu Rajamony, authored a book titled ―India and 

the Netherlands - Past, Present and Future‖.  
28. A new book entitled "The Tech Whisperer", written by digital transformation expert Jaspreet 

Bindra, features a chapter on AI (artificial intelligence).The book has been published by 

Penguin India. The key feature of this book is the chapter AI which is written by AI.  
29.  Author and journalist Fakir Hassen‘s new 160-page coffee table book entitled '150 Years of 

Celebrating the Mahatma the South African Legacy‘ launched on the occasion of Mahatma 

Gandhi's 150th birth anniversary in Johannesburg, South Africa.  
30. A book titled The Unquiet River: A biography of the Brahmaputra by historian Arupjyoti 

Saikia is to be released in the month of November 2019. 
31. Chief Justice of India Justice Ranjan Gogoi released the Assamese version of the book ‘Courts 

of India: Past to Present’ in Guwahati, Assam.  
32.  Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu released a monograph, ‘Musical Excellence of 

Mridangam’, a rare fusion of art and science of an ancient South Indian instrument on the 

CSIR-Central Leather Research Institute (CLRI) campus in Chennai, Tamil Nadu  
33.  UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund) has released a 28-page booklet called “From 

uttapam to sprouted dal parantha”.  
34.  Union Minister for Jal Shakti released a short documentary film on Water Conservation 

named ‘SHIKHAR SE PUKAR’ in New Delhi.  
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35. A book titled “Hemant Karkare -A Daughter’s Memoir” by his daughter Jui Karkare Navare 

was released in Mumbai, Maharashtra. The book has been published by The Write Place.  
36.  Union HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ launched 3 books which are a collection of 

stories for Children namely Kumbh, Garam Pahad and Dilli ki Bulbul (Sindhi edition) in New 

Delhi. 
37. The National Council of Science Museums (NCSM) and IIT (Indian Institutes of Technology) 

Gandhinagar and Kharagpur, have joined hands to develop Gandhipedia, an online repository 

of books, letters and speeches written by Mahatma Gandhi, to commemorate his 150th birth 

anniversary.  
38.  The yearly magazine called ‘Borderman’ was released by Nityanand Rai, Minister of State for 

Home Affairs on the occasion of 55th raising day of BSF (Border Security Force) organized by 

the Ministry of Home Affairs.  
39. The book titled “The Legacy of Militancy in Punjab: Long Road to ‘Normalcy’” was released 

recently which was written by civil rights activist Inderjit Singh Jaijee and journalist Dona 

Suri.. 
40. Social Justice and Empowerment Minister launched the Braille version of the book “Exam 

Warriors” written by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi.  
41. The Vice President of India Venkaiah Naidu released a book titled ‘Turbulence and Triumph: 

The Modi Years’ in New Delhi.  
42.  Noted Economist and Political Analyst S Gurumurthy released a book titled “Politics of 

Opportunism: Regional Parties, Coalitions, Centre-State Relations In India”. 

 

12. Himachal Pradesh Current Affairs 

Dr. Surender Kashyap appointed VC 

 Dr. Surender Kashyap has been appointed as Vice-Chancellor of Atal Medical and Research 

University, Ner chowk Mandi Himachal Pradesh. 

 Dr. Surender Kashyap's appointment has been made for three years or till he attain the age of 

75 years, whichever was earlier. The appointment will be effective with immediate effect or 

from the date he assumes the charge of the office. 

 Dr. Kashyap is the resident of village Bhalawag, P.O. Janedghat in district Shimla. 

Waste management plants in Baddi and Kangraon pilot basis: 

 The State Government would consider to set up of such waste managementplants in Baddi 

industrial area in Solan district and one famous templein Kangra district on a pilot basis. 

 On the success of these two pilot projects, the State Government could consider setting up such 

units in other parts of the State. 

H.P Tenancy and Land Reforms Act 1972: 
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 Himachal Pradesh has launched Online module of permissions under Section 118 of H.P 

Tenancy and Land Reforms Act 1972 to bring transparency in cases related to section 118 of 

H.P Tenancy and Land Reforms Act 1972. 

 Section 118 was imposed in the State to safeguard the farmers of theState. 

 Section 118 also at a time causes hurdle in expediting the pace of development due to 

cumbersome procedure and delay in approvals. 

 The State Government has not made any changes or amendments in 118, but was only in favour 

of making the process of getting 118 abit simple and transparent. 

 All the clearances of Section 118 have now been made online so that thepeople could get its 

clearances done at the earliest. 

 This project has been started in pilot basis from Mandi district. 

HP Mukhya Mantri Seva Sankalp Helpline1100 

 On September 16, 2019, the Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh (HP) Shri Jai Ram Thakur 

launched the“Mukhya Mantri Seva Sankalp Helpline ‘1100’(Chief Minister’s Service Resolution 

Helpline) for redressal ofpublic grievances in a speedy and time bound manner. 

 

 The helpline functions from 7am-10pm from monday-saturday. 

 

 By this service, HP became the fourth state in the country after Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh 

andMadhya Pradesh to launch this helpline. 

About Mukhya Mantri SevaSankalp Helpline ‘1100’ 

 56 state departments are involved in this helpline by Geo-mapping and Geo-tagging. 

 Grievances will be addressed within a minimum period of 1 week and a maximum of 2 weeks. 

New Governor of Himachal Pradesh 

 Bandaru Dattatreya, is appointed as the governor of Himachal Pradesh replacing Kalraj Mishra. 

He previously served as the national vice-president of the BJP, labour&employment minister, 

and also as a Member of Parliament. He became the 29th Governor of Himachal Pradesh. 

International Visitor Leadership Programme: 

 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur congratulated MLA Banjar Assembly constituency of district 

Kullu Surender Shauri for his selection in International Visitors Leadership Programme 

 The International Visitors Leadership Programme is organized by the UnitedStates of America 

which will be attended by the world wide youth and he would get an opportunity to interact 

with their American Counterparts andwould learn their political, Cultural and Economic 

Policies. 
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College of Horticulture at Thunag 

 The College of Horticulture and Centre of Excellence for Horticulture Research and Extension is 

opened at Thunag in Mandi district by the state government on 8/3/2019. 

 This institution would go a long way in promoting research in horticulture sector in a big way 

and provide an opportunity to the horticulturists of the area in particular and of the State in 

general to adopt latest technologies to increase their produce. 

 It is now the fourth constituent college under Dr Y S Parmar University of Horticulture and 

Forestry. 

Yamuna Sharad Mahotsav 

 Yamuna Sharad Mahotsava, customarily comprises the traditional Himachali dance 'Natti', 

Himachali songs and performance of Punjabi artists. 

 It is organized in paonta sahib of sirmaur district. 

 The cabnit has declared it State fair. 

Mukhya Mantri Khet Sanrakshan Yojana: 

 Keeping in view the demand and suggestions of the farmers the state government has included 

the provision of barbed wires/ channel link/composite wires under ‘Mukhya Mantri Khet 

Sanrakshan Yojana’, launched in the year 2016-17. 

 Under this scheme, a provision of 50 percent  subsidy for barbed wires/channel link and 70 

percent for composite fences have been made to helpthe farmers in protecting their crops from 

stray animals, wild animals andmonkeys in the state. 

 The farmers would continue to get 80 percent subsidy in the individualcase and 85 percent in 

group for installing solar energy flow fence system.The farmers will be given 80 percent subsidy 

to install solar-powered fencing. 

 The budget provision of Rs. 35 crore has been made for the financial year2019-20 under this 

scheme. 

Ginkgo plant 

Why In News: 

Governor plants sapling of Ginkgo plant (maidenhair tree) in Raj Bhawan. 

About Ginkgo plant: 

 Gingko trees are deciduous, hardy shade trees with unique fan-shaped leaves which are linked 

to a primitive family of trees commonly found 160 million years ago in China. 

 Considered to be the world’s oldest living species of tree, geological evidence of ginkgos have 

been dated to the Mesozoic era, some 200 million years ago. 
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 Ginkgo trees are planted around temple sites in Japan and considered to be sacred. These trees 

produce an herbal product popular around the world, most specifically in Asian cultures. 

 It tolerates cold weather and, unlike most gymnosperms, can survive the adverse atmospheric 

conditions of urban areas. Although widely cultivated, the plant is listed as an endangered 

species  by the IUCN Red List and is threatened in the wild. 

Benefits of Ginkgo plant: 

 It has been used for the treatment of many diseases like Asthma, Dementia, Alzheimer’s and 

circulatory ailments. 

New Chief Secretary 

 The Himachal government has appointed Anil Kumar Khachi, the 1986-batch IAS officer, as the 

new chief secretary of the state. 

 He will succeed Dr Shrikant Baldi. 

ElectoralVerification Programme: 

 This programme is launched to avoid duplication of entries in the voters’list. 

 The Booth Level App will be soon launched by ECI and the booth level officer will make all the 

entries including the name, address, photo through the Mobile App. which would be of great 

help to avoid duplicacy in the voters list. 

 This would be operated by booth level officer only who will testify all the credentials of voters 

and the officer will visit every house to upload the voter’s information on the Booth level Mobile 

App which would also help in removal of discrepancies in the voter list. 

 The voters can verify the details pertaining to them through Voter HelplineMobile App, 

National Voters Service Portal (NVSP), Common Service Centres, Lok Mitra Kendras, the office 

of Registration Officers (SDM) and PwD (Persons with Disability) Helpline etc. 

Jan Manch 

 The State Government is striving hard to redress the complaints and grievances of the people of 

the state nearer to their homes. In order to achieve this objective, the State Government has 

started Jan Manch on 3rd June 2018.  

Fetures of the Program 

 The main aim of this program was to establish a direct dialogue with the public and provide on 

the spot redressal to their grievances. 

 This program was being organized on the first Sunday of each month in one of the Assembly 

constituency of every district.  

 This program is presided over by ministers of state government. 
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  During this program, all the concerned officers of the district are present to provide solutions 

for public grievances on the spot.  

 The state government has given special importance to Jan Manch as the Chief Minister himself 

closely monitors the activities of this program. 

Gramin Kaushalay Yojna 

Why in News: 

 A state level workshop on Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gramin Kaushalay Yojna (DDU-GKY) was held 

on 30th September. 

About the Yojana 

 DDU-GKY aims to skill rural youth who are poor and provide them jobs having regular monthly 

wages at or above minimum wages. 

 it is a national flagship programme for skilling under the Ministry of Rural Development. 

 The programme focuses is on skilling and placement in the formal sector for poor rural youth. 

Dev Sanskriti 

In News 

 The state government is committed to preserve the Dev Sanskriti of the State and would provide 

all possible help to those involved in promoting the same in the state. This was stated by the 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur while addressing the Kullu Zila Kardar Sangh.. 

 The Chief Minister said that Himachal Pradesh was known as the 'Dev Bhoomi' and the people 

of the State have great faith in Gods and Goddesses. 

 The state government was ensuring that the ancient tradition was kept alive for the generations 

to come.  

 The State Government has also decided that Dev Dhun would be played during international 

Kullu Dussehra festival this year, in which over 2000 local musicians would participate. 

Alai-Balai Festival 

Why in News 

 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur called-on Governor Bandaru Dattatraya at Raj Bhawan Shimla, on 

29th September. 

 The Governor invited the Chief Minister to attend the Alai-Balai Festival to be celebrated on 

10th October 2019 in Hyderabad. The festival was started by Bandaru Dattatraya. 

About Alai-Balai Festival 

 Alai-Balai is a cultural event held during the Navarathri festivities before Dussehra. 
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 It showcases the life of people in the State of Telangana. 

 The festival aims to spread camaraderie and brotherhood among people. 

Heliport at Sanjauli 

 This heliport was being constructed at a cost of Rs 10.85 crore and would go a long way in 

strengthening helicopter services under UDAAN scheme. 

 This heliport would not only facilitate high-end tourists but would also be useful in case of 

emergency situations. 

Hero MTB Himalaya Biking Rally 

 It isAsia’s oldest mountain biking rally organized by Himalayan Adventure Sports and Tourism 

Promotion Association (HASTPA) and Hero Cycles.  

 The race comprises of an exciting and excruciating eight-day journey ahead from Shimla to Bir 

in Kangra district.  

 As many as 100 riders from 17 countries are participating in the rally. 

Rising Himachal Investors Meet 

 Rising Himachal Investors Meet' is being organized at Dharamshala on 7th and 8th November 

this year to attract investors on a large scale. 
 The Tibetan Institution of Performing Arts (TIPA) will also be requested for displaying the 

Tibetan culture on this historic event.  
 Apart from this, Karnail Rana, the Himachali Folk Singer will also be a part of the event. 

Increase in Sports Grant for School Tournament 
 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur announced increase in sports grant for organising school 

tournaments from Rs.20 lakh to Rs. 50 lakh.  

 The diet money from Rs. 60 per day to Rs. 100 per day. 

Himachal Pradesh Tourism Policy, 2019 

 It aims at holistic development of tourism in the State with special focus on ecotourism, agro 

organic tourism, snow tourism, lake tourism, adventure tourism, pilgrimage tourism, cultural 

and heritage tourism, health and wellness tourism, film tourism and  MICE tourism (Meeting 

Travel, Incentive Travel, Conference Travel and Exhibition Travel). 

 The main objectives of this policy is to promote tourism diversification through theme based 

development, to safeguard State’s tourism destinations through sustainable interventions, to 

ensure that sustainable tourism primarily benefits host communities, to build capacity and 

develop quality human resource for the tourism industry. The policy would provide safe, 

secure and unique ‘tourism for all’ and create enabling environment for investments for 

sustainable tourism. 
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Positive Engagement of Inmates in Prisons' 

Why in News: 

 While inaugurating the conference on “Positive Engagement of Inmates in Prisons” organized by 

Prison & Correctional Services on 18th September, Governor Bandaru Dattatraya said that 

prisoners were the responsibility of the State and society. 

 He urged the members of civil society to participate in the process of rehabilitation so that they 

could bethe main part of society. 

Key Highlights 

 Criminals arethe most marginalized section of society and people generally forget about 

prisoners and what happens to them and their families after they are lodged inside the jails. 

 Life in prisons may be difficult but for the family, it becomes misery, because they were 

deprived of the support of the breadwinner. 

Steps taken by Government  

 All the prisons in the country are contributing to skilling the prisoners and providing 

opportunities to earn a livelihood while remaining inside the prisons. 

 prisoner rehabilitation and “Har Hath Ko Kaam” project has been acclaimed far and wide. 

 The efforts of the Prisons Department to initiate e-Peshi and e-Prisons Softwares and facility of 

Video Conferencing not only between the Headquarters and Prisons but also between relatives 

and inmates. 

Way Forward 

NGOs and industrial houses  should cooperate in the rehabilitation of prisoners. 

Prakritik Kheti Khushal Kisan Scheme 

In News 

 The scheme was launched by the Himachal Pradesh Government to promote natural farming 

and to increase farmer’s income. 

 The main objective of the scheme is to reduce costs required for farmers, increase farmers 

income and to reduce use of chemicals and fertilizers in the farm.  

 The scheme provides 75% subsidy on drums that are required to makeinputs of natural farming. 

It provides a financial assistance of Rs 50,000 to open natural resources store in villages. 

GPS device mandatory for trekkers 

In News: 
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The Himachal Pradesh (HP) government has made it compulsory for trekkers to carry a GPS (Global 

Positioning System) device to tackle any exigency. 

Key Highlights 

 Being a disaster-prone state, it is essential for Himachal Pradesh to pay special heed to 

disseminating weather advisories as well as installing early warning systems in state. It is also 

important to restrict trekking and other yatras undertaken in state during adverse weather. 

 

 Since it would be made mandatory for trekkers to carry a GPS device with them, they could now 

be provided all possible help in case of any emergency. 

 Early Warning Systems will soon be installated in Kullu district and Dalhousie town of state. 

 3 New Government to citizen services in Shimla MC 

 online garbage charges collection application,  

 online building planning application  

 And rent and lease application through State Information Technology department, 

4th Elite Men's National Boxing Championship 

 4th Elite Men's National Boxing Championship would be organised at Shimla from 4th October 

to 10th October, 2019. 

 Olympic, Asian Games and world class boxers would participate during this week long 

championship. 

 boxing teams from Railways, Services (Army, Navy & Air force), Haryana, Tamilnadu, 

Maharashtra, Manipur, Assam, Delhi, Punjab, Chandigarh, Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram, 

Arunachal Pradesh, Goa and Andhra Pradesh has already confirmed their participation. 

Special campaign against drug abuse 

 A special campaign on ‘Prevention of Drug Abuse and Alcoholism’ launched by the State Social 

Justice and Empowerment department on 15 November. 

 An effective and prominent action towards drug abuse would be taken by theline departments 

in the campaign manner from 15th November to 15th December 2019 in the entire State. 

 Role of medical practitioner and teachers have been highlighted in creating awareness about 

the negative  impact of Drug abuse. 

Seva Sankalp helpline 

 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur will launch the Mukhya Mantri Seva Sankalp Helpline from Shimla 

on 16 September, 2019. 

 The Mukhya Mantri Seva Sankalp Helpline has been setup for registering the complaints of 

citizens of the states and getting the same redressed through the concerned departments. 
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 Citizens would be able to get their complaint registered by calling the toll free number 1100 at 

the Call Centre. 

District open air jail 

 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has  laid foundation stone of existing ground floor and 

construction of first floor in district open air jail at Dharamshala in Kangra district. 

 The Chief Minister also unveiled the bust of Lala Lajpat Rai in the jail complex, who was kept in 

this jail by the British government from 21 April, 1922 to 9 January, 1923. 

 The jail would be named after the great freedom fighter Lala Lajpat Rai. 

Swachhta Hi Seva' campaign 

 On the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control 

Board (HPSPCB) organised 'Swachhta Hi Seva' campaign in its all regional offices across the 

state..  

 Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control Board (HPSPCB) would ensure to put a check on the 

use of plastic in any form and that the waste garbage is not thrown into the rivers, streams, 

forests and other places.  

CM to release Cheer Pheasant, an endangered species into the wild 

 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has attended a ceremony organised by Wild Life Wing of Forest 

Department of Himachal Pradesh on 3rd October, 2019 at Seri Village District Shimla. Chief 

Minister would release into the wild, Cheer Pheasant, an endangered Himalayan Pheasant. 

 Cheer Pheasant is an endangered Himalayan pheasant red-listed by International Union for 

Conservation for Nature (IUCN).  

 The Central Zoo Authority identified the Cheer Pheasant as a candidate species for 

Conservation Breeding with an objective to establish viable and self sustainable population. 

Him Pragati Portal 

Why in News? 

Chief Secretary Dr. Shrikant Baldi reviewed the progress made on the Memorandum of Understanding's 

(MOU's) signed by the State Government for various developmental projects in the State, under 'Him 

Pragati ' portal. 

About the portal 

 Himachal Pradesh government has Launched Him Pragati Portal on line monitoring system. 

 The portal has been launched by taking inspiration from PRAGATI online monitoring system of 

central government.  

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



JOKTA ACADEMY 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  Page 190 

 The portal monitors various projects and resolving the issues and concerns of the entrepreneurs 

simultaneously. 

 The state government developed this portal with the help of National Informatics Centre (NIC), 

Himachal Pradesh, which was launched in October 2018 in the state. 

 The project monitoring unit for projects has been established in HP Energy Development 

Agency (HIMURJA) for implementing this system which is responsible for securitising the 

uploaded projects, send tasks and issues to the concerned departments and monitor the 

resolution thereof. 

New Chief Justice of High Court 

Justice Lingappa Narayana Swamy was sworn in as the Chief Justice of the Himachal Pradesh High 

Court . 

Programme announced for Haj 

 The Haj Committee of India has announced programme for-Haj-1441 (H)-2020 (CE). The last 

date for submission of the complete Haj application form to the State Haj Committee has been 

fixed for 10 November, 2019. The Haj application forms are available on the website of Haj 

Committee of India (www.hajcommittee.gov.in). 

 The complete application forms along with required documents should reach in the office of 

Executive Officer Himachal Pradesh State Haj Committee Room No. 104, H.P. Secretariat during 

working hour till 10-11-2019. Any application received after aforesaid dates will not be 

accepted. 

Mukhya Mantri Gram Kaushal Yojna 

 In order to provide ample opportunities for livelihood to the people of ruralareas and also 

preserve the traditional handloom, handicrafts, and artisans ofthe State, the Cabinet approved a 

new scheme called ‘Mukhya Mantri GramKaushal Yojna’ in the State. 

 This Yojna will help the youth to upgrade their skills and associate themwith traditional skills 

besides providing them ample opportunity to sell theirproducts.  

New Irrigation and Public Health Devision 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur announced that an Irrigation and Public Health Division would be 

established in Baddi for smooth functioning of the Irrigation and Public Health Department. 

Solan Prem Kahaniyan 

 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur released a book ‘Solah Prem Kahaniyan’ 

 This book is written by retired bureaucrat R.C. Sharma. 

Mitigation Fund would be created for Himalayan States 
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In News 

The Government has taken the decision to create Mitigation Fund attwo days regional workshop on 

challenges of disaster risk reduction in hill towns of North-Western Himalayas. 

 It was stressed during the Workshop to have a risk sensitive land use planning for all the urban 

hill stations and mapping of active faults over the Himalayan regions needs to be carried out for 

micro level assessments.  

 It was suggested to strengthen the early warning systems across the North-Western Himalayan 

States for natural disasters.  

 The detailed studies in project mode would to be carried out for earthquakes and landslides 

with the funding support of outside agencies. 

 Government would focus on developing a strong policy and protocols for the trekkers along 

the tourist destination over Himalayan region. The retrofitting of the existing structures would 

be taken in phased manner on priority basis. 

 Old and new commercials establishments coming up in the rural areas should come under the 

provisions of the building bye-laws and should be strictly enforced.  

 Efforts would be made on enhancing the density of agencies like fire, civil defence etc. and 

these should be strengthened with latest technological tools for search and rescue etc. 

Seven government sericulture centres: 

 The Cabinet decided to establish seven government sericulture centres atDheem Kataru, 

Dharot, Saroa, Bagachanogi, Murah, Sainj in Mandi district and Manglore in Kullu district. 

Horn Not Ok campaign in Shimla and Manali 

 The department of Environment, Science and Technology with all stakeholder departments in 

Shimla and Manali towns will organize a series of event under "Horn Not Ok" campaign from 4-

20 November, 2019. 

 This campaign was launched by Chief Minister Jai Ram in the month of August last year with a 

view to create awareness among common citizens and tourists about ill effects of noise 

pollution in Shimla and Manali towns. 

Rising Himachal Global Investors’ Meet 2019 

 The State Government of Himachal Pradesh is organizing Rising Himachal Global Investors’ Meet 

2019, a flagship business event, at Dharamshala on 7 -8November 2019. 

 The event will be attended by diplomats, leaders from senior policy makers, corporate sector 

development agencies and investors from across the globe.  

 The event will also be attended by Union Commerce and Industry and Railway Minister, Piyush 

Goyal, who will highlight about government investment and policies for promoting investment 

in Himachal Pradesh and hill states of India. 
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About Rising Himachal Global Investors’ Meet 2019  

The Global Meet will showcase investment opportunities and policy & regulatory environment in 8 focus 

sectors for boosting manufacturing and employment generation in Himalayan State.  

These 8 focus sectors include 

 agri-business and post-harvest technology,  

 housing and urban development, 

 manufacturing and pharmaceuticals, 

 civil aviation, hydro andrenewable energy,  

 wellness, tourism and hospitality,  

 healthcare and AYUSH,  

 IT-ITeS and electronics,  

 Education and skill development.  

The Rising Himachal Summit is promoted by Invest India, the National Investment Promotion and 

Facilitation Agency through the India Investment Grid (IIG), a Union government’s initiative to 

showcase investment opportunities across statesand sectors in India on a single interactive platform. 

Invest India under the Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry, helps investors looking for options and 

investment opportunities in India. During the two days Global InvestorsMeet there will also be a session 

on ‘Growing economic ties between Invest India and United Arab Emirates (UAE)’. 

HP Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Ordinance  

In News 

 The Himachal Pradesh Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (Facilitation of Establishment and 

Operation) Ordinance, 2019 has come into force with effect from 6 November, 2019. 

 It will provide relief to thousands of such enterprises and make Himachal Pradesh an attractive 

investment destination. 

 Eight Acts have been covered under the Ordinance including the Himachal Pradesh Panchayati 

Raj Act, 1994, Himachal Pradesh Municipal Corporation Act, 1994, Himachal Pradesh Municipal 

Act, 1994, Himachal Pradesh Fire Fighting Services Act, 1984, Himachal Pradesh Road Side Land 

Control Act, 1968, Himachal Pradesh Shops and Commercial Establishment Act, 1969, Himachal 

Pradesh Societies Registration Act, 2006 and Himachal Pradesh Town and Country Planning Act, 

1977. 

 The salient features of the Ordinance include the freedom given to any person who intends to 

start an enterprise to do so by just submitting a declaration of intent to start an enterprise 

 99 percent of the industries functioning in Himachal Pradesh belong to the micro, small and 

medium sector. They form the backbone of the economy of the State and provide employment 

to over 3.50 lakh people.  

 This decision of government will bring more investment in MSME sector of the state. 

 This would surely go a long way in promoting ‘ease of doing business’ in the State. 
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Sarvashresth Mantri Award to IPH Minister 

 Irrigation and Public Health Minister Mahender Singh Thakur was conferred upon Fame India 

Sarvashresth Mantri Award for distinguished services in politics and as Minister by Fame India 

Magazine in an impressive Awards Ceremony held at New Delhi today. 

 The Award was presented by Union Minister for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship Dr. 

Mahendra Nath Pandey who was the Chief Guest on the occasion.  

Himachal adjudged best Horticulture State at Global AgricultureAwards: 

 This award was given by the Indian Chamber of Food and Agriculture(ICFA). 

 Himachal Pradesh has been adjudged as Best Horticulture State owing to the new initiatives like 

Himachal Pradesh Subtropical Horticulture, Irrigationand Value Addition Project, Himachal 

Pushp Kranti Yojna, Mukhya MantriMadhu Vikas Yojna, Himachal Khumb Vikas Yojna, Himachal 

Pradesh Horticulture Development Project, Mukhya Mantri Greenhouse RenovationScheme, 

Scheme for promotion of anti-hail nets, horticulture mechanizationetc. being implemented by 

the state government for holistic growth of horticulture sector. 

2000 Panchayats under Natural Farming 

Around 2,209 panchayats were brought under natural farming under Prakritik Kheti Khushshal Kissan 

Yojana. The State is promoting Organic and Zero Budget Naturna Farming under the scheme.  

Features Under the scheme 

 A  target of 50,000 farmers have been set for the year 2019. 

 So far 20,579 farmers have been trained. Out of this, 15,391 are already practicing natural 

farming in their fields. The State Government plans to hold a minimum of 5 training sessions per 

month till March 2020. 

 echnology  block manager and Assistance Technology manger have been recruited under 

Agricultural Technology management Agency to fulfill the needs of the farmers. 

Prakritik Kheti Khushal Kisan Scheme 

 The scheme was launched by the Himachal Pradesh Government to promote natural farming 

and to increase farmer’s income. 

 The main objective of the scheme is to reduce costs required for farmers, increase farmers 

income and to reduce use of chemicals and fertilizers in the farm. 

 The scheme provides 75% subsidy on drums that are required to make inputs of natural 

farming. It provides a financial assistance of Rs 50,000 to open natural resources store in 

villages. 

Family members of the martyrs would be exempted from paying toll tax 

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



JOKTA ACADEMY 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  Page 194 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur said that the family members of the martyrs would be exempted from 

paying toll tax while entering the State of Himachal Pradesh as a mark of respect to the martyrs.  

 International Lavi Fair 

 Governor Bandaru Dattatraya inaugurated the four-day long International Lavi fair at Rampur in 

district Shimla on 11th November 2019.. On this occasion, he appealed to the people to 

contribute towards making Himachal free from drugs. 

 This fair has remained an important trade fair between India and Tibet for centuries, and was a 

unique example of the glorious, social, cultural, economic history and legacy of Himachal 

Pradesh.  

 This is the only trade fair in Himachal Pradesh. 

HPKVN participates in Workshop organized by ITE in Singapore 

 Institute of Technical Education (ITE) of Singapore has organized a Workshop in Singapore from 

17-21 November, 2019. 

 Industry and Technical Education Minister Bikram Singh represented Himachal Pradesh Kaushal 

Vikas Nigam (HPKVN) in the workshop. 

Special outlet of organic vegetables opened at HP Secretariat 

 The Himachal Pradesh State Rural Livelihoods Mission (HPSRLM) being undertaken by the 

department of rural development has started an initiative to sell the vegetables grown by the 

Self Help Groups (SHG) in the rural areas at the special outlet opened for this purpose in the 

State Secretariat building at Shimla. 

 These vegetables have been grown by self help groups consisting of 30 members, working under 

the name of Himalaya in village Gehni of Basantpur block in district Shimla. 

 These farmers have been encouraged under the convergence of the scheme of the natural 

farming with the HPSRLM activities of training and making self help groups self sufficient. 

 The entire produce has been grown without the use of pesticides and using the cow dung and 

cow urine mixed with neem etc. 

Himachal bags award for good practices in health in National Summit 

 Himachal Pradesh has been awarded for oral presentation on 'Mukhya Mantri Kshay Rog 

Nivarna Yojna' (MMKRNY) during national summit on good, replicable practices and 

innovations in public healthcare system under National Health Mission (NHM) organised at 

Gandhi Nagar in Gujarat from 16th to 18th November, 2019. 

 Health and Family Welfare Minister Vipin Singh Parmar revealed that the presentation was given 

by Managing Director, NHM and Special Secretary, Health, Dr. Nipun Jindal who also received 

this prestigious award. TB Mukt Himachal mobile App, which was launched in the State for 

generating awareness regarding tuberculosis, also received an award. 
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 The State has also been awarded for the innovative scheme under which pivogian tax of rupee 

one per liquor bottle has been levied, due to which revenue amounting to about rupees eight 

crore has been generated and being spent on emergency services. Apart from this, 104 

Comprehensive Call Centre, which has been playing a significant role in providing health related 

consultation, has also been awarded. 

Intensified Mission Indradhanush to be launched in district Chamba: 

 The intensified mission Indradhanush 2.0 aimed at achieving full immunization coverage for all 

children and pregnant women at a rapid pace would be launched in the Chamba district of the 

state. 

 The government of India has identified the Chamba district for intensified mission Indradhanush 

2.0 which would be launched in four phases in the first week of December 2019. 

State Government to set up PMU to strengthen tourism 

 With the aim to strengthen tourism in Himachal Pradesh, the State Government has planned to 

set up Project Management Unit (PMU) to support the Tourism department. 

 PMU would be set up for investment promotion grounding and handling of event management 

in the State.  

 Under PMU best practices of other states would be adopted for development of tourism sector 

in the State.  

 PMU would work as employment generation engine, benefiting youth of the State. 

Himachal gets best performing award in health and education sectors: 

 Himachal Pradesh has bagged best performing state awards in big states category in health 

and education sectors in the India Today State of the States Awards Survey. 

 Himachal Pradesh had a high literacy rate of 83 percent and was second after Kerela. 

 There were 15556 government and 3252 private educational institutions in the state in addition 

to 139-degree colleges, five universities, one central university, six medical colleges, and IIT 

whereas AIIMS was also coming up. 

 Every effort had been made to provide quality health services to people at their door-steps. 

 The state government had launched the HimCare scheme with a provision of free treatment up 

to rupees five lakh per family in registered hospitals and Rs. 42 crore had been spent on treating 

43,000 patients so far. 

 Ayushman Bharat Yojna was being implemented effectively by the state and more than 35,000 

patients have been treated by spending Rs. 33 crores so far. 

 Another scheme named Sahara Yojna had been started for taking care of economically  weaker 

sections and patients affected with serious diseases like cancer, paralysis, muscular dystrophy, 

thalassemia, and Parkinson, etc. 

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



JOKTA ACADEMY 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  Page 196 

 Mukhya Mantri Chikitsa Kosh had been set up under which assistance of more than rupees four 

crores had been provided to 192 beneficiaries. 

Prachand Samay 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur launched ‘Prachand Samay’, daily newspaper being published from 

Shimla by senior journalist Ashwani Verma. 

Himachal Pradesh Lok Tantra Prahari Samman Rashi Yojna-2019. 

 The cabinet decided to provide Himachal Pradesh Lok Tantra Prahari Samman Rashi under 

Maintenance of Internal Security Act (MISA) and Defence of India Rule (DIR) to the people who 

took active participation for safe guarding the democracy and preserving the fundamental 

rights of the people from the period between 25 June, 1975 to 21 March, 1977. 

 The cabinet decided to provide Rs. 11,000 per month to all such beneficiaries under this 

scheme. 

 This scheme will be launched in February, 2019 for the persons who were arrested under MISA. 

Angikaar Campaign 

 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur presided over the Closing ceremony of State Level  Angikaar Campaign 

at Dharamshala 10th December 2019. 

 The campaign was a move aimed at bringing beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri Aawas Yojna Urban 

(PMAY, urban) into the fold of other central schemes such as Ujjawala and Ayushman Bharat.  
 The convergence of these programs especially focused on Ujjwala for LPG gas connection and 

Ayushman Bharat for health insurance to the beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 

(Urban). 

 The campaign was launched by the Union Government on 29th August this year is officially rolled 

out in the state from Mandi on October 2nd   which is concluded on 10th December.  

 The campaign was also aimed at spreading awareness and understanding about environment 

conservation and hazards of plastic to the environment. 

 The Himachal Government is poised to become the first state of the country by 27th of this month 

with every household with a LPG gas connection.  

Governor inaugurates district level Red Cross fair in Bilaspur 

 The Governor Bandaru Dattatraya has called for linking campaigns like cleanliness and de-

addiction with the Red Cross.  He said that such campaigns could be helpful in creating a better 

society. 

 District level Red Cross fair is inaugurated in Bilashpur on 14th December 2019. 

 Red Cross was a symbol of service and help to suffering humanity all over the world and added 

that this institution has served innumerable dejected, despairing and poor people while 

upholding the high values of humanity. 
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 Various activities were also being conducted in the district through Red Cross and benefiting the 

eligible persons on a large scale. 

 Financial assistance of Rs 78860 has been provided to 38 needy and poor families in the district 

this year and this assistance has also been started at sub-divisional level. 

Himachal to sell its 3 percent share of Yamuna water to Delhi: 

 The Cabinet gave its consent to sign the memorandum of understanding to sell the water of 

Yamuna river from the share (3%) of Himachal Pradesh on a payment basis at the Tajewala 

corridor. 

 The state government would earn Rs. 21 crore per annum from this decision. 

Rohtang Tunnel has been renamed as 'Atal Tunnel' 

 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur thanked the Union Government for acceding to the request of 

the State Government to name the Rohtang Tunnel as  'Atal Tunnel' after the name of  former 

Prime Minister late Atal Bihari Vajpayee,  as a mark of respect to the great leader, who had laid 

the foundation stone of this tunnel in 2003. 

 This tunnel would not only provide all weather connectivity to the land locked Lahaul-Spiti 

district but also  attract tourists to this beautiful district.  

 This tunnel holds significant strategic importance. 

Seven more new bus routes approved  

 Transport Minister Govind Singh Thakur said that Himachal Road Transport Corporation (HRTC) 

has started bus services on 174 new routes during last two year and seven more new routes 

have been approved on 30th December 2019. 

 The seven new routes approved include Mandi-Paidi via Taliyar up to Saihal, Sarkaghat to Tihra 

via Garli up to Sakohta, Shimla-Anu via Juni, new bus services from Sundernagar for Bari 

school children and common citizen, Mandi to Sarkaghat bus service via Durgapur, Sujanpur to 

Galoti bus service viaLahru Gloti instead of Bhedi-Naag Mandir Lahru and Hoshiyarpur-

Chambapattan-Jawalaji bus service has been extended to Til. 

NITI Aayog ranks Himachal second in SDG Index 

 Himachal Pradesh has been ranked as the second best State of the country after Kerala in the 

list of states for achieving the targets under the Sustainable Development Goals Index 2019-20. 

 NITI Aayog’s Index 2019-20 covers 16 Sustainable Development Goals and provide a qualitative 

assessment on the 17th goal. 

 The State has performed well in water and sanitation, power, industry and other social 

services sector such as health, education, nutrition and gender equality. 

Anil Khachi appointed new Chief Secretary: 
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 The state government has appointed Anil Kumar Khachi, the 1986 batch IAS officer as the new 

Chief Secretary of Himachal Pradesh. 

 Anil Khachi was earlier holding the charge of Additional Chief Secretary Finance, Planning, 

Statics and 20 point programme. 

Giriraj Weekly Calendar 

 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has released on 31th December Calendar-2020 of 

Giriraj Government Weekly newspaper depicting the panoramic picture of Chandertal of 

Lahaul-Spiti district. 

 Giriraj Weekly newspaper has its grass root level reachwhich provides the people of the State a 

glimpse of policies and programmes of the State Government besides providing knowledge 

regarding traditions and customs of the State. 

 

                                   

13.    Important Government Schemes 

 

S.NO SCHEMES LAUNCH DATE MAIN OBJECTIVE 

1.        

Varishtha Pension Bima 

Yojana (VPBY)2017 – The Old 

Age Pension Scheme  

– 

 This Scheme would be implemented by LIC 

(Life Insurance Corporation of India) for 

2017. 

 From launch date, the scheme will be 

opened for the subscription period of one 

year. 

 The scheme will provide income security to 

old persons aged 60 years and above. 

 VPBY will provide an assured pension 

based on a guaranteed interest rate of 8% 

for 10 years. 

 The scheme will come up with an option of 

monthly/quarterly/half-yearly or annual 

basis . 

 The maximum amount to deposit under 

this scheme has not been mentioned, 

however PM had addressed in his New 
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Year Eve speech that upto Rs. 7.5 lakh 

could be invested in Old Age  pension 

scheme. 

2.        

Pradhan Mantri Gramin 

Digital Saksharta Abhiyan 

(PMGDSA) – Making Rural 

India Digitally Literate 

8th Feb 2017. 

 This scheme aims to make 6 Crore rural 

households digitally literate by March 

2019. The union cabinet chaired by the 

Prime Minister approved the scheme with 

an outlay of Rs. 2,351.38 for 

implementation till March 2019 under the 

Digital India Initiative. 

3.        

MUDRA Loan Scheme for 

Small and Marginal 

Fisherman  

 P M Narendra Modi announced this loan 

scheme for fisherman in a public meeting 

organized at Diu in the Union Territory of 

Daman and Diu. The scheme is for those 

poor fishermen who are not able to buy 

modern type of boats due to lack of 

finance. The scheme will provide benefits 

to those who own small boats using which 

cannot go to the deep part of the sea and 

cannot catch enough fishes. 

4.        
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 

(PMAY) 
June, 2015 

 This home loan scheme for middle income 

group (MIG) has been announced by the 

central government. The government has 

now included middle income group under 

the credit linked subsidy component of the 

scheme to provide interest subsidy on the 

housing loans. 

5.        

Power Tex India Scheme – 

Solar Plant Subsidy Scheme 

for Powerloom Sector 

  

1 April, 2017 

 The government has devised a scheme 

named as “Solar Energy Scheme” to 

provide financial assistance and capital 

subsidy to loom weavers for implanting the 

solar energy plant to increase their 

production. 

6.        
Pradhan Mantri Matritva 

Vandana Yojana (PMMVY)  

 Pradhan Mantri Matritva Vandana Yojana 

(PMMVY) is the renamed and revamped 

version of Matritva Sahyog Yojana under 

which government would provide Rs. 6000 
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financial aid to pregnant and lactating 

mothers for the first live birth. 

7.        
Pradhan Mantri Vaya 

Vandana Yojana (PMVVY)  

 PMVVY is a new pension scheme for senior 

citizens being implemented by LIC of India. 

The scheme follows the announcement of 

launch of pension scheme for senior 

citizens (Above 60 years of age) under 

which they would be provided an interest 

of over 8% for 10 years. 

8.        Shadi Shagun Scheme 
 

 The scheme will provide financial 

assistance of Rs. 51000 as a wedding gift to 

girls belonging to Muslim community and 

who completes their graduation. 

 The aim of the scheme is to encourage 

Muslim girls for the pursuit of higher 

education. 

9.        

Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli 

Har Ghar Yojana (Saubhagya) 

  
 

 Central government has launched 

Saubhagya scheme for electrifying all the 

households in rural and urban areas which 

are still living without power. 

 The government will provide Rs. 16,320 

crore within next two years for the 

implementation of Saubhagya scheme. 

10.    

Deen Dayal SPARSH Yojana 

(DDSY) 

  
 

 Government of India has launched Deen 

Dayal SPARSH (Scholarship for Promotion 

of Aptitude & Research in Stamps as a 

Hobby) Yojana Scholarship Scheme all over 

the country. 

 This is a Pan India scholarship scheme for 

those school children who have interest in 

philately. The objective of this scheme is to 

increase the reach of school children for 

philately. 

11.    
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 

Yojana (PMUY) 
1 May 2016 

 This scheme aims at providing LPG 

connection to all domestic households in 

Maharashtra to solve their problem of 
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limited cooking fuel for regular use. 

12.    

Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat 

. 

  

31st October 

2016 

 PM introduced this scheme to strengthen 

the bond between all the states, regions, 

and districts of India. 

 This will involve a mandatory partnership 

between two states at a time and 

exchange of cultural and educational 

values between them. 

13.    Urja Ganga 
24th October 

2016 

 This scheme Launched in Varanasi, this 

aims at providing cooking gas to all houses 

in the town of Varanasi and its neighboring 

areas along the banks of Ganga. 

 About 50,000 domestic households have 

benefited from the Urja Ganga till date. 

14.    
Uday Desh Ka Aam Nagrik 

(UDAN Scheme) 

21st October 

2016 

 This Scheme aims at providing affordable 

aviation by making domestic flight charges 

economically accessible for middle-class 

citizens of India. 

15.    
Railway Travel Insurance 

Scheme 

1st September 

2016 

 This scheme states that an insurance of 10 

lakhs will cover each passenger traveling 

by Indian Rail while booking a ticket if an 

amount of 92 paise is paid. It aims at 

providing proper accident relief in case of 

any major mishaps. 

16.    
National Apprenticeship 

Promotion Scheme (NAPS) 
14 July, 2016 

 This scheme will focusing 50 Lakh 

Apprentices by 2019-20. 

17.    
Pradhan Mantri Gram 

Parivahan Yojana (PMGPY) 
12 July,2016 

 Under the PMGPY scheme, the 

government would provide interest free 

loans to women self help group to buy 

commercial passenger vehicles. The 

scheme would be launched on the lines of 

ongoing rural scheme “Pradhan Mantri 

Gram Sadak Yojana”. 

18.    Pradhan Mantri Surakshit 9 June,2016  Under the PMSMA, the pregnant ladies will 

be given free health check-up and required 
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Matritva Abhiyan(PMSMA) treatment for free on 9th of every month. 

19.    
Rashtriya Gram Swaraj 

Abhiyan   
  

 This scheme is to help Panchayat Raj 

Institutions deliver Sustainable 

Development Goals. This is proposed by 

Union Finance minister Arun Jaitley and 

total project takes 655 crores. 

20.    

Pradhan Mantri Khanij 

Kshetra Kalyan Yojana 

(PMKKKY) 

17 September 

2015 

 This programme meant to provide for the 

welfare of areas and people affected by 

mining related operations. 

 The most productive mining areas in the 

country are largely areas inhabited by 

scheduled tribes. 

21.    

PAHAL-Direct Benefits 

Transfer for LPG (DBTL) 

Consumers Scheme 

01 Jan 2015. 

  

 To provide the subsidy money of LPG 

cylinders directly into the bank accounts of 

the consumers and increase efficiency & 

transparency in the whole system. 

22.    Vikalp Scheme 01 Nov 2015 

 For confirmed accommodation in next 

alternative train for the waitlisted 

passengers. 

 Trains running on Delhi-Lucknow and 

Delhi-Jammu sectors. 

23.    
UJWAL Discom Assurance 

Yojana (UDAY) 
20 Nov 2015 

 UDAY is the financial turnaround and 

revival package for electricity distribution 

companies of India (DISCOMs) initiated by 

the centre with the intent to find a 

permanent solution to the financial mess 

that the power distribution is in. 

24.    Sagarmala Project 31 July 2015 

 To modernizing the existing ports into 

modern world class ports about Rs 70,000 

crore for its 12 major ports only. 

25.    Startup India, Standup India: 16 Jan 2016 

 To provide support to all start-up 

businesses in all aspects of doing business 

in India. 
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26.    
One Rank One Pension 

(OROP) Scheme 
6 sep 2015 

 provide same pension, for same rank, for 

same length of service, irrespective of the 

date of retirement. 

27.    

National Heritage City 

Development and 

Augmentation Yojana 

(HRIDAY) 

21 Jan 2015 

 Bringing together urban planning, 

economic growth and heritage 

conservation in an inclusive manner to 

preserve the heritage character of each 

Heritage City. 

 With a duration of 27 months (completing 

in March 2017) and a total outlay of INR 

500 Crores, the Scheme is being 

implemented in 12 identified Cities. 

28.    

PRASAD (Pilgrimage 

Rejuvenation and Spiritual 

Augmentation Drive) 

09 Mar 2015 

 To develop world class tourism 

infrastructure in Amritsar, Ajmer, 

Amaravati, Dwaraka, Gaya, Kanchipuram, 

Kedarnath, Kamakhya, Mathura, Puri, 

Varanasi and Vellankani. 

29.    Swadesh Darshan Yojana: 09 Mar 2015 

 This scheme is to develop world class 

tourism infrastructure. 

 Identify and develop theme based tourist 

circuits based on interest, sustainability 

and competitiveness, by integrating 

resources and local participation of state 

and local communities. 

30.    

Atal Mission for Rejuvenation 

and Urban Transformation 

(AMRUT) 

24 June 2015 

 Providing basic services (e.g. water supply, 

sewerage, urban transport) to households 

and build amenities in cities which will 

improve the quality of life for all, especially 

the poor and the disadvantaged. 

31.    

Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay 

Shramev Jayate Yojana 

(PDUSJY) 

16 Oct 2014 

 This is to consolidate information of 

Labour Inspection and its enforcement 

through a unified web portal, which will 

lead to transparency and accountability in 

inspections. 

32.    Deen Dayal Upadhyaya 

Grameen Kaushalya Yojana 
25 July 2015 

 To achieve inclusive growth, by developing 
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(DDUGKY) skills and productive capacity of the rural 

youth from poor families. 

33.    
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 

Yojana (PMJDY): 
28 August 2014 

 Main objective is to access  financial 

services for all households in  the country 

 Individual above the age of 10 years and 

does not have  a bank account can open a 

bank account without depositing any 

money. 

34.    
Pradhan Mantri Sukanya 

Samriddhi Yojana (PMSSY):   
22 Jan 2015 

 This scheme is to secure the future of girl 

child. Under this scheme, a saving account 

can be opened in the name of girl child and 

deposits can be made for 14 years. 

 After the girl reach 18 years of age, she can 

withdraw 50% of the amount for marriage 

or higher study purposes. After the girl 

completes 21 years of age, the maturity 

amount can be withdrawn including the 

interest rates decided by the Govt every 

year. 

 The max investment of Rs. 1.5 Lakh per 

year  while min deposit is Rs. 1000/- per 

year. 

35.    
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA 

Yojana (PMMY): 
8 Apr 2015 

 This scheme is for financial support for 

growth of micro enterprises sector 

Pradhan Mantri MUDRA (Micro Units 

Development and Refinance 

Agency) Yojana. 

 The small businesses/startups or 

entrepreneurs can avail loans from Rs. 50 

thousand to 10 Lakh to start/grow their 

business. 

 Under this three categories are there, They 

are, Shishu, Kishore and Tarun. 

 loan upto Rs. 50,000 is given under  the 

sub-scheme ‘Shishu’ 

 Rs. 50,000 to 5.0 Lakhs under the sub-

scheme ‘Kishore’  

 5 Lakhs to 10 Lakhs under the sub-scheme 
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‘Tarun’ 

36.    
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti 

Bima Yojana (PMJJBY): 
9 May 2015 

 This scheme is to provide life insurance 

cover to all Indian citizens between the age 

of 18 to 50 years. 

 Under the scheme, the policy holder can 

get a life insurance cover of Rs. 2 Lakh with 

an annual premium of just Rs. 

330 excluding service tax. 

37.    
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha 

Bima Yojana (PMSBY): 
9 May 2015 

 This scheme is to provide accidental 

insurance cover to all Indian citizens 

between 18-70 years of age with a saving 

bank account are eligible to avail the 

scheme. 

 Under the scheme, the policy holder can 

get a life insurance cover of Rs. 2 Lakh with 

an annual premium of just Rs.12 excluding 

service tax. 

38.    Atal Pension Yojana (APY):   9 May 2015 

 This scheme is to increase the number of 

people covered under any kind of pension 

scheme. 

 Its especially targeted to the private 

unorganized sector and is open to all 

Indian citizens between the age of 18 to 40 

years. 

 Under the scheme, the beneficiary have to 

make contribution for at least 20 yrs 

before he/she can get pension after 

attaining the age of 60 years. 

 The scheme provides a monthly pension of 

Rs 1000 to Rs. 5000 per month based on 

their contribution amount. 

39.    
Pradhan Mantri Awas  

Yojana(PMAY): 
25 Jun 2015 

 This scheme is to achieve housing for all by 

2022 (2 cr in Urban and 3 Cr homes in 

Rural areas) 

40.    
Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana 

(SAGY):   
11 Oct 2014  This scheme is for Social, cultural, 

economic, infrastructure developments in 
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the villages, i.e. development of model 

villages called “Adarsh Gram”. 

 3 villages by 2019 and 8 villages by 2024. 

41.    
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 

Yojana (PMFBY):   
11 Oct 2014 

 This scheme is to provide insurance cover 

to rabi and kharif crops and giving a 

financial support to farmers in case of 

damage of crops. 

42.    
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sinchai 

Yojana (PMGSY): 
01 Jul 2015 

 This scheme is to irrigating the field of 

every farmer and improving water use 

efficiency to provide `Per Drop More Crop’. 

 The government has approved Rs.50,000cr 

for the implementation of Pradhan Mantri 

Krishi Sinchai Yojana for next 5 years, i.e. 

up to 2020. 

43.    
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 

Yojana (PMGKY): 
Dec 2016 

 The main objective of this scheme is to 

improve the financial status of poor 

people. 

44.    
Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi 

Yojana (PMJAY): 
Mar 2016 

 This scheme is to provide drugs/medicines 

at affordable cost across the country.  

 Nearly 2.5 lakh stores will be opened in 

India. 

45.    Swachh Bharat Abhiyan: 2 Oct 2014 

 The main objective of this scheme is to to 

fulfil Mahatma Gandhi’s dream of a clean 

and hygienic India. 

46.    Kisan Vikas Patra(KVP): 

3 March 2015 

(Re-Launched) 

Discontinued in 

2011. 

 This scheme is to  provide safe and secure 

investment to the small investors. Kisan 

Vikas Patra is an investment scheme. 

 Kisan Vikas Patra certificates would be 

available in the denominations of Rs 1,000, 

5,000, 10,000 and 50,000 and there is no 

upper limit on investment in KVPs. 

 The amount  invested in Kisan Vikas Patra 

would get doubled in 115 months .  

 The rate of interest is 7.5%. for Oct 2017 to 

Dec 2017 
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47.    Skill India: 16 Jul 2015 

 Main goal is to create opportunities, space 

and scope for the development of the 

talents of the Indian youth and to develop 

more of those sectors which have already 

been put under skill development. 

 The aim is to train over 50 crore youth of 

our country by 2020(covering each and 

every village). 

48.    
Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao 

Yojana: 
 22 Jan 2015. 

 Main goal is to create awareness and 

improving the efficiency of welfare services 

for women. 

49.    Mission Indradhanush: 25 Dec 2014 

 This scheme is to immunize all children as 

well as pregnant women against seven 

vaccine preventable diseases namely 

diphtheria, whooping cough (Pertussis), 

tetanus, polio, tuberculosis, measles and 

hepatitis B by 2020. 

 The aim of Mission Indradhanush is to 

achieve full immunization. 

50.    
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gram 

Jyoti Yojana (DDUGJY): 
25 July 2015 

 The main objective is to provide 

electrification to all villages. Feeder 

separation to ensure sufficient power to 

farmers and regular supply to other 

consumers. 

 The earlier scheme for rural electrification 

viz. Rajiv Gandhi Grameen Vidyutikaran 

Yojana (RGGVY) has been subsumed. 
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14. Index and Ranking 

Index Index released by India's Rank 1stRank 

State Energy Efficiency Index 

2019 

Minister of State (Independent 

Charge) for Power and New & 

Renewable Energy, R K Singh 

-- 
Haryana, Karnataka 

and Kerala 

SDG India Index 2019-20 NITI Aayog -- -- 

B2C E-Commerce Index 2019 

Organization, United Nations 

Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) 

73rd 
Netherlands 

 

Good Governance Index 2019 

Ministry of Personnel, Public 

Grievances and Pensions 
--- Tamil Nadu 

Human Development 

Index 2019 

UNDP (United Nations 

Development Programme) 
129th Norway 

Global Climate Risk Index 2020 German watch 5th Japan 

Climate Change Performance 

Index 2019 

New Climate Institute, 

Germanwatch and CAN 
9 Sweden 

World Giving Index 2019 Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) 82nd USA 

QS India University Rankings 

2020 

Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) -- 

Indian Institute of 

Technology 

Bombay (IITB) 

Global Unicorn List 2019 Hurun Research Institute 3rd China 

World Talent Ranking 2019 IMD 59th Switzerland 

Global Prosperity Index 2019 Basque institutions 

Bengaluru - 83rd, 

Delhi-101st and 

Mumbai - 107th 

Zu rich 

(Switzerland) 
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School Education Quality Index 

(SEQI) 

NITI Aayog -- Kerala 

Global Health Security Index 

2019 

Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI) 

and Economist Intelligence 

Unit (EIU) 

57th United States 

Ease of doing business 2019 World bank 63rd Newzealand 

World Digital Competitiveness 

Rankings 

IMD World Competitiveness 

Center 
44th USA 

India Innovation Index 2019 NITI Aayog  -  
Karnataka (Top 

state) 

Global Hunger Index 2019 

Irish aid agency Concern in 

partnership with 

Welthungerhilfe 

102 
 

Global Competitiveness Index 

2019 

World Economic Forum (WEF) 68th Singapore 

The Travel & Tourism 

Competitiveness Index 2019 

World Economic Forum 34th Spain 

Global Liveability Index 2019 

The Economist Intelligence 

Unit(EIU) 

Delhi 118th Rank 

and Mumbai 119th 

Rank 

Austria's Capital 

Vienna 

Child Well Being Index 2019 IFMR LEAD -- Kerala 

Safe Cities Index 2019 

The Economist Intelligence 

Unit 

Mumbai-45th 

New Delhi-52nd  
Tokyo 

Composite Water 

Management Index 2.0 

NITI Aayog -- Gujarat 

Global Kids Right Index 2019 KidsRights Foundation 117th Iceland 
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https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/11/school-education-quality-index-2019.html
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https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/09/global-liveability-index-2019-key-facts.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/09/child-well-being-index-2019-highlights.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/09/safe-cities-index-2019-highlights.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/08/composite-water-management-index-20.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/08/composite-water-management-index-20.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/08/global-kids-right-index-2019-key-facts.html
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State RooftopSolar 

Attractiveness Index 2019 

Ministry of New & Renewable 

Energy (MNRE) 
-- Karnataka 

Asia Power Index 2019 Lowy Institute 4th United States 

Index of Cancer Preparedness 

2019 

Economist Intelligence Unit 

(EIU) 
19th  Australia 

World Competitive Ranking 

2019 

International Institute for 

Management Development 

(IMD) 

43rd Singapore 

World Inequalty Index 2019 Oxfam 147th Denmark 

Inclusive Internet Index 2019 

EIU (Economist Intelligence 

Unit) 
47th Sweden 

Global Talent competitiveness 

Index 2019 

Adecco Group, INSEAD and 

Tata Communications 
80 Switzerland 

NITI Aayog AMFFRI Index 2019 

National Institution for 

Transforming India i.e. NITI 

Aayog 

-- Maharashtra 

Global Innovation Index 2019 

Cornell University, INSEAD, 

and the World Intellectual 

Property Organization 

52 Switzerland 

Global Multidimensional 

Poverty Index 2019 

United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) and the 

Oxford Poverty and Human 

Development Initiative (OPHI) 

-- -- 

Health Index of India NITI Aayog -- Kerala 

Henley Passport Index 2019 

International Air Transport 

Association (IATA) 
86th 

Japan and 

Singapore 
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https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/08/state-rooftopsolar-attractiveness-index.html
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https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2018/03/inclusive-internet-index-2018.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2018/01/2018-global-talent-competitiveness.html
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https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/08/niti-aayog-amffri-index-2019-highlights.html
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https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/07/multidimensional-poverty-index-2019.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/07/multidimensional-poverty-index-2019.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2018/02/health-index-of-india.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/07/henley-passport-index-2019-highlights.html
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Climate Vulnerability Index 

2019 

IITs , IISc, Bengaluru and the 

Swiss Development 

Corporation (SDC) 

--- Assam 

QS World University Ranking 

2020 

Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) 
152nd Position, IIT 

Bombay 

Massachusetts 

Institute of 

Technology (MIT), 

United States 

SDG Gender Equality Index 

2019 

Equal Measures 2030 95th Denmark 

Mercer Quality of Living 

Ranking 2019 

Consulting Agency Mercer Chennai 
Autrian Capital, 

Vienna 

Global Peace Index 2019 

Institute for Economics and 

Peace (IEP) 
141 Iceland 

World Press Freedom Index 

2019 

Reporters Without Borders 140 Norway 

StartupBlink Startup 

Ecosystem Ranking 2019 

StartupBlink 17 USA 

Global Energy Transition Index 

2019 

World Economic Forum 76 Sweden 

EASE Reform Index 

Indian Banking Association 

and Boston Consulting Group 
-- 

Punjab National 

Bank 

GDPR Readiness Index CISCO 6th -- 

Corruption Perception Index 

2018 

Transparency International 78 Denmark 

Bloomberg Innovation Index  Bloomberg Business 54 South Korea 

City Momentum Index Joneslanglasalle (JLL) -- Banglore 
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https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/07/sdg-gender-equality-index-2019.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/07/sdg-gender-equality-index-2019.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/07/mercer-quality-of-living-ranking-2019.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/07/mercer-quality-of-living-ranking-2019.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/07/global-peace-index-2019-key-facts.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/04/world-press-freedom-index-2019.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/04/world-press-freedom-index-2019.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/04/startupblink-startup-ecosystem-ranking.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/04/startupblink-startup-ecosystem-ranking.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/03/global-energy-transition-index-2019.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/03/global-energy-transition-index-2019.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/03/ease-reform-index.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/02/gdpr-readiness-index-highlights.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/02/corruption-perception-index-2018.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/02/corruption-perception-index-2018.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/02/the-bloomberg-innovation-index-2019-key.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2019/02/city-momentum-index-2019-highlights.html
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Global Findex 2017 World Bank 2nd China 

Human Developmemt Index 

2018 

United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) 
130 Norway 

Human Capital Index 2018 World Bank 115 Singapore 

Global Hunger Index 2018 

International Food Policy 

Research Institute (IFPRI)  
103 Belarus 

Ease of Doing Bussiness Index 

2018 

World Bank 77 New Zealand 

Global Terrorism Index 2018 

Institute for Economics & 

Peace (IEP) in collaboration 

with the National Consortium 

for the Study of Terrorism and 

Responses to Terrorism 

(START) 

7 Iraq 

The Human Freedom Index 

2018 

Cato and Fraser Institute 110 New Zealand 

Global Climate Risk Index 2019 Annual Climate Summit 14 Puerto Rico  

Global Gender Gap Index 2018 World Economic Forum (WEF)  108 Iceland 

Sustainable Development 

Goals Index 2018 

NITI Ayog 57 Himachal Pradesh 

Forest and Tree Cover 
Food and Agriculture 

Organizations 
8th 

 

Global Phosphorous Pollution 

Index 
Water Resources Research 2nd China 

World Migration Report UN 1st India 
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https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2018/04/highlights-of-global-findex-2018.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2018/10/human-development-indices-and.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2018/10/human-development-indices-and.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2018/12/human-capital-index-2018-highlights.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2018/11/global-hunger-index-2018-summary.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2017/11/ease-of-doing-business.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2017/11/ease-of-doing-business.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2018/12/global-terrorism-index-2018.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2018/12/highlights-human-freedom-index-2018.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2018/12/highlights-human-freedom-index-2018.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2018/12/highlights-global-climate-risk-index.html
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https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2018/12/sustainable-development-goals-index.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2018/12/sustainable-development-goals-index.html
https://www.bankexamstoday.com/2017/12/world-migration-report.html
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E-commerce Development 

Index 2018 
UN 96th Denmark 

Global Competitiveness Index 

2018 
The World Economic Forum 58th US 

Human Capital Score World Bank 158th Finland 

Commonwealth innovation 

index 
WIPO and GII 10th UK 

Global Economic Freedom 

Index 
American think-tank 130th Hong Kong 

Environmental Performance 

Index 2018 

World Economic Forum 177th Switzerland 

List of Wealthiest countries New World Wealth 6th USA 

Global Democracy Index 
EIU (Economist Intelligence 

Unit) 
41st Norway 

Corruption Perception Index Transparency International 81st New Zealand 

International Intellectual 

Property Index 
US Chambers of Commerce 44th USA 

MIWE (MasterCard Index of 

Women Entrepreneurs) 
MasterCard 52nd New Zealand 

World Happiness report 
UN Sustainable Development 

Solutions Network 
133rd Finland 

Ease of Doing Business World Bank 77th New Zealand 

Global manufacturing Index World Economic Forum 30th Japan 

Inclusive Development Index World Economic Forum 62nd Norway (Advanced) 
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Lithuania 

(Emerging) 

Worst New-born Mortality 

Rate 
UNICEF 12th Japan 

Hurun Global Rich List 2018 – 

Highest Number of Billionaires 
Hurun Research Institute 3rd China 

Global Hunger Index (GHI) 
IFPRI (International Food 

Policy Research Institute) 
103rd Belarus 

Countries facing web-borne 

threats 
Kaspersky Lab 33rd 

 

Global Gaming Installs Unity Technologies 3rd 
 

Vacation Deprivation Report 

2017 
Expedia 5th South Korea 

Most targeted for Web 

Applications attack 
Akamai Technologies 7th 

 

Climate change performance 

index 
German watch 14th Sweden 

Largest Overseas holder of US 

Government Securities 
US Treasury Department 12th China 

Index of cheapest countries to 

live or retire 
GoBankingRates 2nd South Africa 

2017 Military strength ranking Global Firepower 4th USA 

Most Attractive Market for 

Investments – surveys of CEOs 
PwC 5th USA 

Best countries for Business Forbes 62nd UK 
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Global Tuberculosis Report 

2017 
WHO 1st 

 

International Business Report 

– Business optimism inde 
Grant Thornton 7th Indonesia 

Nations Brand 2017 – Most 

Valuable 
Brand Finance 8th USA 

Government at a Glance 

Report 2017 

OECD (Organization for 

Economic Corporation and 

Development) 

3rd Switzerland 

Countries with highest NPAs CARE ratings 5th Greece 

Highest public binge watching Netflix 2nd Mexico 

Passport Index Arton Capital 75th Singapore 

Global Pharmaceuticals and 

Biotechnology Workforce 
LinkedIn 2nd 

 

Melbourne Mercer Global 

Pension Index 2017 

Australian Centre for Financial 

Studies (ACFS) 
28th Denmark 

Pollution and Health – 

Pollution related deaths 
The Lancet 1st 

 

CS Family 1000 – Number of 

Family owned businesses 

Credit Suisse Research 

Institute 
3rd China 

IMD Competitiveness Rankings 

International Institute for 

Management Development 

(IMD) 

44th US 

Global Wealth Migration 

Review 2018 

AfrAsia Bank Global Wealth 

Migration 
6th United States 
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India Solar Market 

Leaderboard 2018 
Mercom Communications 3rd China 

Asia Pacific on Power Index 
Lowy Institute and Australian 

think tank 
4th US 

FDI Confidence Index 2018 Global consultant AT Kearney 11th United States 

Worldwide military spending 
Stockholm International Peace 

Research Institute (SIPRI) 
5th US 

Global Urban Air Pollution 

database 

World Health Organisation 

(WHO) 
14 Indian cities India 

Family-Owned Businesses 
Credit Suisse Research 

Institutes (CSRI) 
3 China 

Most valuable nation brand Brand Finances 8 United States 

Tuberculosis (TB) cases Global Health Observatory 1 India 

Migrants living abroad UN DESA 1 India 

Largest Importer of LPG 
 

2 China 

The vulnerable country in the 

world facing extreme weather 

events 

Germanwatch 6 Haiti 

Business optimism index 
Grant Thornton's International 

Business 
7 Indonesia 

Pollution-related deaths The Lancet Commission 1 India 

Global manufacturing Index. World Economic Forum 30 Japan 

Global connectivity index Huaweis Global Connectivity 43 
US, Singapore and 

Sweden 
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World press freedom index Reporters Without Borders 136 
Norway, Sweden 

and Finland 

Travel and Tourism 

competitiveness index 
World Economic Forum (WEF) 40 

Spain, France and 

Germany 

Quality Nationality Index Henley & Partners – Kochenov 101 Germany 

Renewable energy 

attractiveness index  
4 China 

Global milk production Index 
 

1 India 

Healthcare index Lancet 154 Switzerland 

Consumer confidence index University of Michigan 1 India 

Composite District 

Infrastructure Index 
Ministry of DoNER 

  

Global retail development 

index 

A.T. Kearneys Global Retail 

Development 
1 India 

Network readiness index World Economic Forum's 91 Singapore 

15. National Appointments   

 

Sl. No Person Designation 

1. Tamilisai Soundararajan Governor of Telangana 

2. Arif Mohammed Khan Governor of  Kerala 
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3. Kalraj Mishra Governor of  Rajasthan 

4. Bandaru Dattatreya Governor of Himachal Pradesh 

5. Bhagat Singh Koshyari Governor of Maharashtra 

6. Vivek Kumar Johri Director General (DG) of Border Security Force (BSF) 

7. 
Lt Gen Manoj Mukund 

Naravane 
Vice Chief of Army Staff (VCAS) 

8. Lt Gen Anil Chouhan Eastern Army Commander 

9. 
Sunil Arora(Chief 

ElectionCommissioner) 

Chairman of the Association of World Election Bodies (A-WEB) 

for 2019-21 

10. 
Justice Harish Chandra 

Mishra 
Acting Chief Justice of Jharkhand High Court 

11. Vijay Kumar Chopra Chairman of Press Trust of India (PTI) 

12. Vineet Jain Press Trust of India (PTI)’s vice-chairman 

13. Rajiv Kumar Managing director of Microsoft India R&D 

14. Justice Vikram Nath Chief Justice of Gujarat High Court 

15. Ranveer Singh global brand ambassador of JBL 

16. Dr Pramod Kumar Mishra Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister of India 

17. Hima Das Brand ambassador for Gatorade(Sports drink of PepsiCo) 

18. Kapil Dev Chancellor of Haryana Sports University 

19. Ambati Rayudu Hyderabad Captain for Vijay Hazare Trophy 

20. Justice P Lakshmana Reddy First Lokayukta of Andhra Pradesh 

21. RKS Bhadauria Next Air Force Chief 

22. Madhukar Kamath Chairman of the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC) 
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23. Shyam Srinivasan Reappointed as Federal Bank CEO 

24. Govinda (filmstar) 
Brand Ambassador of Madhya Pradesh (to promote traditions 

and tourist places of the state) 

25. 
Nilesh Shah (Kotak Mutual 

Fund’s MD) 
Chairman of the Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI) 

26. Saurabh Nanavati Vice-Chairman of AMFI 

27. PV Sindhu brand ambassador of Visa 

28. Madhuri Dixit Goodwill ambassador for Maharashtra Assembly polls 

29. Army Chief Gen Bipin Rawat New Chairman, Chiefs of Staff Committee 

30. Jai BhagwanBhoria New administrator for Punjab and Maharashtra Cooperative Bank 

31. Surjit S Bhalla 
Executive Director for India at the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) 

32. KS Dhatwalia Director General of the Press Information Bureau (PIB) 

33. MallikarjunaRao MD and CEO of  Punjab National Bank 

34. Abhishek Singh chief executive officer of MyGov India 

35. P K Gupta 
Chairman and MD of NBCC (National Buildings Construction 

Corporation) 

36. Sushil Chandra Mishra 
Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Oil India 

Limited 

37. 
Amur S 

Lakshminarayanan 

Managing Director and Group Chief Executive Officer of  Tata 

Communications 

38. K Satish Reddy 
President of the Indian Pharmaceutical Alliance (IPA) for 2019-

2021 

39. 
Anoop Kumar 

Mendiratta 

Union Law Secretary 

(Secretary, Legal Affairs) 
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40. J.P.S. Chawla 
Controller General of Accounts (CGA), Ministry of Finance, 

Department of Expenditure 

41. Anup Kumar Singh Director-General of the National Security Guard (NSG) 

42. SudhakerShukla 
Whole-Time Member, Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India 

(IBBI) 

43. 
Rajnish Kumar ( SBI’s 

head) 
Chairman of  Indian Banks Association for fiscal 2019-20 

44. SouravGanguly President of the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 

45. Pankaj Kumar CEO of Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) 

46. SanjeevNandanSahai New Power secretary 

47. Braj Raj Sharma Chairman of the Staff Selection Commission (SSC) 

48. NagendraNathSinha Secretary of the department of border management 

49. Pramod Kumar Das Minority affairs secretary 

50. AlokTandon 
Secretary in the department of administrative reforms and public 

grievances 

51. TuhinKantaPandey 
Secretary  of Department of investment and public asset 

management (DIPAM) 

52. 
DeepikaPadukoneand 

shuttler PV Sindhu 

Ambassadors for ‘Bharat Ki Laxmi’, an initiative by Prime Minister 

NarendraModi 

53. Arvind Singh Chairman of Airports Authority of India 

54. Sukhbir Singh Sandhu Chairman National Highways Authority of India 

55. B Srinivas MD National Horticulture Board 

56. Ganji Kamala V Rao 
Chairman & MD of  India Tourism Development Corporation 

(ITDC) Ltd. 

57. Vijayendra Chairman & MD  of National Small Industries Corporation Ltd 
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58. Pramod Kumar Tiwari Director General of the Bureau of Indian Standards 

59. AmitYadav DG, Directorate General of Foreign Trade 

60. ManoharLalKhattar 
Chief Minister of Haryana 

( second consecutive term) 

61. DushyantChautala Deputy  Chief Minister of Haryana 

62. SharadArvindBobde Next Chief Justice of India (47th CJI  ) 

63. P S SreedharanPillai New Mizoram Governor 

64. Satya Pal Malik New Goa Governor 

65. Girish Chandra Murmu Lieutenant Governors of Jammu and Kashmir 

66. Radha Krishna Mathur Lieutenant Governors of  Ladakh 

16.  International Appointments 

Sl.No Person Designation 

1. Oleksiy Honcharuk Ukraine’s new Prime minister 

2. Jaideep Sarkar 
Next High Commissioner of India to the Kingdom of 

Lesotho 

3. B Bala Bhaskar Next Indian Ambassador to Norway 

4. 
Abhijit Guha (retired Indian 

lieutenant general) 
head of the UN mission in Hodeida, Yemen 

5. Alison Rose CEO of Royal Bank of Scotland 

6. Sebastian Coe 
re-elected as president of International Association of 

Athletics Federations (IAAF) 
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7. Godavarthi Venkata Srinivas Next Ambassador of India to the Guinea Bissau 

8. Kristalina Georgieva New IMF chief 

9. Suresh Chitturi chairman of International Egg Commission 

10. Rupa Gurunath President of the Tamil Nadu Cricket Association 

11. Air Marshal HS Arora Vice Chief of Indian Air Force 

   
12. Antonio Costa Prime Minister of Portugal 

13. Kishan Dan Dewal Next Ambassador of India to Georgia 

14. Kais Saied Tunisia’s next president 

15. JokoWidodo Indonesia’s President 

16. Upender Singh Rawat Next ambassador of India to the Republic of Nicaragua 

17. Phil Simmons Head coach of West Indies men’s cricket team 

18. GodavarthiVenkataSrinivas Next Ambassador of India to the Republic of Cabo Verde 

19. Alberto Fernandez President of Argentina 

20. MokgweetsiMasisi President  of Botswana 

21. Evo Morales President of Bolivia 

22. Sophie Wilmes Prime minister of Belgium 

23. Birender Singh Yadav India’s next Ambassador to Iraq 

24. Muktesh Kumar Pardeshi India’s next High Commissioner to Samoa 

25. Rafael Grossi 
Director-General of the International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA) 
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Resignation 

 

Sl.No Person Designation 

1. Vijaya Kamlesh Tahilramani Chief Justice of MadrasHigh Court 

2. Jack Ma Chairman of Alibaba 

3. Takehiko Nakao President of Asia Development Bank (January 16, 2020) 

4 
 

KapilDev 

Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) Cricket 

Advisory Committee 

5 Saad Hariri Lebanon Prime Minister 

 

 

17. Important Miscellaneous 
 S&P Global Ratings Projects India’s growth Forecast at 6.3% for FY20; 7% for FY21 

 Power Theft Awareness Campaign ‘Urjagiri’ Launched in Uttarakhand 

 Indo-Mongolian Joint Military Exercise Nomadic Elephant 2019 To Begin from October 05 to 18 at 

Bakloh 

 Indo-Maldives Joint Military Exercise Ekuverin 19 to be Held in Pune from 07-20 October 

 Jaipur Railway Station Tops Indian Railways’ Station Cleanliness Survey 2019 

 Govt launches PRAKASH portal for improving coal supply coordination to power plants. PRAKASH 

stands for ”Power Rail Koyla Availability through Supply Harmony”. 

 Indo-Kazakhstan Joint Military Exercise KAZIND 2019 Begins in Pithoragarh 

 Sachin Tendulkar Receives ‘Most Effective Swachhata Ambassador’ Award 

 Ben Stokes Bags PCA Players’ Player of the Year 2019 

 SS Mallikarjuna Rao appointed MD and CEO of Punjab National Bank 

 Surjit Bhalla appointed as executive director for India at IMF 

 IAS officer Abhishek Singh has been appointed the chief executive officer of MyGov India, the 

government’s citizen-centric online platform. 

 India’s largest ‘charkha’ made of waste plastic inaugurated in Noida 

 RBI appoints Jai Bhagwan Bhoria as new administrator for PMC Bank. PMC Bank HQ- Mumbai. 

 IAU Names Minor Planet After Indian Musical Maestro Pandit Jasraj. [2006 VP32 (number -300128) 
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 RBI sets WMA Limit for GoI for second half of the Financial Year 2019-20 at Rs 35,000 Crore 

 NITI Aayog Releases First Edition of School Education Quality Index (SEQI). Top- Kerala 

 Kaushal Dharmamer wins Maldives International Challenge (badminton) 

 Sumit Nagal Wins Men’s Singles Title of ATP Challenger Tournament in Argentina 

 Veteran Bollywood Actor Viju Khote Who Played ‘Kalia’ in Sholay, Passes Away at 77 

 Lewis Hamilton Wins 2019 Russian Grand Prix 

 Kento Momota wins Korea Open (Badminton) 

 India lift SAFF U-18 Championship title, defeat Bangladesh in final 

 ‘Bathukamma’, the floral festival of Telangana, began across the state 

 World Hindu Economic Forum 2019 held in Mumbai 

 Rural Investors and Start-up Conclave (RISC) 2019 held in Hyderabad 

 A pilot project for ushering in Industry 4.0 has been launched at the Modern Coach Factory 

Raebareli, Uttar Pradesh. 

 Air Marshal HS Arora appointed as Vice Chief of Indian Air Force 

 CBDT extends PAN-Aadhaar linking deadline to December 31 

 Odisha Unveils Mascot ‘Tiki Mausi’ to Combat Malnutrition Among Children & Women 

 Japan Launches World’s Biggest Cargo Spaceship ‘Kounotori8’ To Replenish Supplies At ISS 

 HDFC Bank Tops BrandZ Top 75 Most Valuable Indian Brands Ranking For Sixth Consecutive Year 

 BIS sets up ‘green’ bond fund for central banks – FX piles 

 Andhra Pradesh Bags Best State Award in National Tourism Awards 2017-18; Best Film Production 

Friendly State/Union Territory – Uttarakhand 

 Infosys has won the United Nations Global Climate Action Award in ‘carbon neutral now’ category. 

 Govt Reconstitutes EAC-PM For Two Years Till 2021, Bibek Debroy Retained as Chairman. Total 

members-4 

 Army Chief General Bipin Rawat appointed as the Chairman of Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC). 

 Kristalina Georgieva Appointed New Chief of IMF 

 Sebastian Coe Re-elected as IAAF President 

 UNCTAD predicts India’s GDP growth rate for 2019 at 6% 

 India ranked 44th in world digital competitiveness rankings; Top- US 

 Book titled ‘Reset: Regaining India’s Economic Legacy’ authored by Subramanian Swamy launched 

 Paolo Borrometi wins Peter Mackler Award for mafia coverage 

 India International Science Festival to be held in Kolkata from Nov 5-8 

 Government Amends Pension Rules, Hikes Pension to Families of Deceased Govt Employees who 

Served less than 7 Years to 50% 

 ADB predicts GDP growth rate for India at 6.5 pc in FY20, 7.2 pc in FY21 

 Mukesh Ambani Tops Hurun India Rich List 2019 for Eighth Consecutive Year 

 Indian Company Infosys Third Best Regarded Company in the World, Visa Tops: Forbes 

 Govt institutes ‘Sardar Patel National Unity Award’ – Highest Civilian Award for contribution to 

Unity and Integrity of India 

 Amitabh Bachchan Honored With Dadasaheb Phalke Award 2018 

 Indian Girl, Payal Jangid awarded ‘Changemaker’ award by Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

 UK Mathematician Adam Harper Wins SASTRA Ramanujan prize for 2019 
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 Siddharth Shanghvi pens book on mortality titled “Loss” 

 16th Global SME Business Summit 2019 held in New Delhi 

 UN Climate Action Summit 2019 Held in New York 

 Ravish Kumar Receives First Gauri Lankesh Memorial Award 

 Football player Lionel Messi has won the FIFA Men’s Player of the Year award while Megan Rapinoe 

has won the FIFA Women’s Player of the Year award. 

 The Union Minister for Science & Technology, Earth Sciences and Health & Family Welfare, Dr. 

Harsh Vardhan has launched the UMMID (Unique Methods of Management and treatment of 

Inherited Disorders) initiative. 

 Centre for I-T e-assessment to be based in Delhi; Head- K M Prasad 

 RBI approves reappointment of Shyam Srinivasan as Federal Bank CEO 

 First India-US tri-services ‘Exercise Tiger Triumph’ to be held in India in Nov 

 Former India cricketer Madhav Apte passes away at 86 

 MIT Tops, IIT Bombay Top Indian Institute in QS’ Graduate Employability Rankings 2020 

 HDFC Bank to hold 1,000 grameen loan melas over next 6 months 

 Sonu Nigam wins 21st Century Icon Award in UK 

 Amit Panghal becomes first Indian to win silver medal at World Boxing Championships 

 Sebastian Vettel wins the Singapore Grand Prix 2019 

 Carolina Marina and Kento Momota wins China Open Badminton Title 2019 

 Lata Mangeshkar to release memoir penned by sister Meena Mangeshkar titled “Didi Aur Main” 

 B R Vats, former PTI correspondent who covered 1st LS polls passed away at the age of 97 in New 

Delhi 

 RBI increases sanctioned limit for Classification of Exports under priority Sector to Rs 400 million 

 Bank of Baroda launches agri digital platform – “Baroda Kisan” 

 NTPC to Build Country’s Biggest Solar Park in Gujarat 

 Royal Bank of Scotland picks Alison Rose as its first woman CEO 

 No stressed MSME to be declared as NPA till March 31, 2020: Finance Minister 

 Corporate Tax for Domestic Companies: Now 22%. Earlier it was 30%.Effective Corporate Tax: 

25.17% including cess and surcharge. Earlier it was 34.94%. 

 Government notifies 8.65% on EPF for 2018-19 

 SEBI constitutes working group on ‘Social Stock Exchanges’ (SSE); Head- Ishaat Hussain 

 Govt forms committee to relook at offences under Companies Act; Head- Injeti Srinivas 

 OECD cuts India’s GDP growth forecast from 7.2% to 5.9% for FY20; For FY21- 6.3% 

 IMPS rated world’s best in ‘Faster Payments Innovation Index’ 

 Kerala to host country’s first-ever ‘trans art festival’ 

 Telangana To Observe 2020 as “Year of AI” 

 Paro Anand authors book titled “Being Gandhi” 

 First International Conference on Sustainability Education Held in New Delhi 

 India’s First Central Police University To be Set up in Greater Noida 

 India’s first environment school named World Environment School, Coorg (WESc) will come up at 

Coorg, Karnataka. 

 Beneficiaries under Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana crosses 1 crore mark 
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 Ministry of Human Resource Development has announced a new Scheme named National 

Educational Alliance for Technology (NEAT) under which technology (Artificial Intelligence) will be 

used for better learning outcomes in Higher Education. 

 Indian School of Business (ISB) Ranks 7th in Forbes’ ‘Best Business School 2019’ List Globally; Top- 

IMD, Lausanne, Switzerland. 

 Four New Judges appointed in Supreme Court, Strength Goes Up to Highest-ever of 34 

 Air Marshal RKS Bhadauria appointed as the new Chief of Indian Air Force 

 The Hyderabad Karnataka region that comprises of six districts has been renamed to “Kalyana 

Karnataka”. 

 Indian Diaspora Largest in the World with 17.5 Million Living Abroad: UN report 

 Govt waives 3-year lock-in period on investments made by NRI in IDF bonds 

 Airtel Payments Bank launches ‘Bharosa’ savings account 

 London overtakes India’s financial capital Mumbai in rupee trading 

 Animal Panda which is named “Bing Dwen Dwen” has been chosen as the official mascot of Winter 

Olympics 2022 that will be held in Beijing, China. 

 Horror Filmmaker Shyam Ramsay of Ramsay Brothers Fame Passes Away at 67 

 India’s First National Antimicrobial Resistance Hub Inaugurated in Kolkata 

 Maiden India, Singapore, Thailand Naval Exercise SITMEX-19 Begins in Port Blair 

 Aadhaar authentication to be mandatory for new dealers from Jan 2020 

 MFIN, Sa-Dhan jointly launch ‘Code for Responsible Lending’ for microfinance industry 

 Wg Cdr Anjali Singh becomes India’s first female military diplomat 

 Takehiko Nakao To Step Down as Asia Development Bank President 

 National Centre for Clean Coal Research & Development inaugurated at Bengaluru 

 ECGC Introduces NIRVIK Scheme to Enhance Loan Availability to Exporters 

 Visa, BillDesk partner to roll out interface for recurring payments method – SI-Hub 

 Renowned Writer Sivaraman Cheriyanad Passes Away 

 Pankaj Advani wins IBSF World Billiards Championship to win his 22nd World Title 

 Sourabh Verma wins Vietnam Open title (Badminton) 

 Indian Shuttler Lakshya Sen Clinches Belgian International Challenge 

 Shuttler Kaushal Dharmamer wins Myanmar International Series 

 India ranked 79th in Global Economic Freedom index; Top- Hong Kong 

 Meity forms committee to examine non-personal data regulation; Head- Kris Gopalakrishnan 

 Indian Army to conduct Exercise ‘HimVijay’ in Arunachal Pradesh and Assam 

 Tata firm, Nelco, launches India’s first maritime broadband 

 Gujarat has once again topped the Logistics Ease Across Different States (LEADS) index which is a 

perception-based index of mobility of goods and efficiency of logistics chain. 

 Mukhya Mantri Dal Poshit Yojana launched in Uttarakhand 

 India-Thailand Joint Military Exercise Maitree 2019 to be Held in Meghalaya 

 RBI increases banks’ exposures to a single NBFC from 15% to 20% 

 RBI cuts risk weight on consumer credit from 125% to 100% 

 Sudha Murthy to launch book titled “The Daughter from a Wishing Tree” 

 University of Oxford tops THE World University Rankings; IISc Banglore top India 
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 Music director Usha Khanna to get ‘Lata Mangeshkar Award’ 

 CBDT launches one-time facility for compounding of income tax offences, Deadline- 31 Dec 2019 

 24th World Energy Congress held in Abu Dhabi 

 Govt sets up committee to look into assets, liabilities of JK to be given to 2 UTs; Head- Sanjay Mitra 

 Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) will conduct the economic census 

every three years. 

 Beijing Tops While Mumbai Among Top 5 in Asia Pacific Co-living Index by Knight Frank 

 Jack Ma steps down as Chairman of Alibaba; Daniel Zhang takes over 

 India ranked fourth in global malaria cases in 2017: Lancet report 

 India’s First Helicopter Summit held in Dehradun 

 Kerala will set up the country’s first International Women’s Trade Centre (iWTC), in partnership 

with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 Senior journalist Dilip Satpathy passes away 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced that India’s first-ever ‘water-grid’ will come in the 

parched Marathwada region of Maharashtra in the next five years as part of the Jal Jeevan Mission 

(JMM). 

 India-Sri Lanka Maritime Fleet Exercise SLINEX 2019 Begins in Visakhapatnam 

 Modi Government to Honour Lata Mangeshkar With ‘Daughter Of The Nation’ Title On Her 90th 

Birthday 

 Vikram Sampath authors book titled “Savarkar: Echoes from a Forgotten Past, 1883–1924” 

 Charles Leclerc wins the Italian Grand Prix 2019 

 Veteran Lawyer And Former Union Minister Ram Jethmalani Passes Away At 95 

 Government Sets up Task Force to Identify National Infrastructure Projects Worth Rs. 100 Lakh 

Crore For FY 2019-20 – FY 2024-25; Head : Economic Affairs Secretary- Atanu Chakraborty. 

 Ujjwala scheme achieves 8 crore target before schedule 

 4th Indian Ocean Conference held in Male, Maldives 

 Former Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe Passes Away at 95 

 CARE cuts India’s GDP growth to 6.4-6.5% for FY20 

 RBI Makes External Benchmark Based Interest Rate mandatory for certain categories of loans from 

October 1, 2019. These benchmark are: Repo rate; Government of India 3-Months Treasury Bill 

yield published by the Financial Benchmarks India Private Ltd (FBIL); Government of India 6-Months 

Treasury Bill yield published by the FBIL; Any other benchmark market interest rate published by 

the FBIL. 

 Overseas Citizen of India investment platform launched; fund size- USD 100 billion; Chairman- B        

- K Modi 

 CRISIL cuts India’s GDP growth to 6.3% in FY20 

 India ranked 34th in Travel and Tourism ranking index: WEF; Top- Spain 

 Vienna tops most liveable city index: EIU; Damascus- least 

 PM Modi honored With ‘Global Goalkeeper Award’ by Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

 India Pledges USD 22 million to GFTAM for 2020-22 

 IRDAI setups panel on trade credit insurance; Head – Atul Sahai 

 15th Indo-US Joint Military Exercise Yudh Abhyas 2019 Held in Washington. 
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 Malabar Exercise 2019- involving India, Japan, and the United States to be held in Sept End 

 ESIC ties up with SBI for real-time payments to ESIC beneficiaries 

 National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT), Chennai will launch the ”Samudrayaan” project to 

carry out deep underwater studies. The project will be launched in 2022. 

 KVIC launched a first-ever ‘Terracotta Grinder’ in Varanasi 

 India Ranks 9th in Global Happiness Survey; Top- Australia and Canada 

 Indonesia to move capital from Jakarta to East Kalimantan (Borneo island) 

 Fitch revises India’s GDP growth for FY20 to 6.4% 

 DBS reduces India’s GDP growth rate for FY20 to 6.2% 

 Book titled “A Short History of Indian Railways”, has been penned by Rajendra B Aklekar 

 Lt Gen Manoj Mukund Naravane Takes Charge as Vice Chief of the Army Staff 

 Vice President Venkaiah Naidu Inaugurates India’s Longest Electrified Rail Tunnel in Andhra 

Pradesh 

 Charles Leclerc wins F1 Belgian Grand Prix 

 Assam’s “National Register of Citizens” list released. 3,11,21,004 people have been found eligible 

for inclusion in the list. 19,06,657 people have been left out. A total of 3,30,27,661 persons had 

applied for NRC. 

 Government Approves to Set up Gorewada International Zoo in Nagpur 

 2% TDS to be levied on cash withdrawals over Rs 1 crore from Sept 01 

 Vivek Kumar Johri Takes Charge as Director General BSF 

 “Fastest Woman On Four Wheels”, Jessi Combs, dies aged 36 

 M Venkaiah Naidu inaugurates Aqua Aquaria India 2019 in Hyderabad 

 Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation has launched a campaign named “angikaar” that 

aims to bring beneficiaries of PMAY (urban) into the fold of other central schemes such as Ujjawala 

and Ayushman Bharat. 

 RBI increases timeline for conversion of minimum detail PPIs to full KYC PPI to 24 months 

 Nomura predicts India’s GDP at 6.9% in 2020 

 Book titled “Obama: The Call of History” by Peter Baker released 

 Mumbai ranked 45th in Safe Cities Index 2019; Top- Tokyo 

 In a first, ICICI Bank deploys ‘Robotic Arms’ for currency sorting at its chests 

 C. Mody’s tenure as Chairman of CBDT extended by 1 year 

 MD & CEO of Lakshmi Vilas Bank, Parthasarathi Mukherjee resigns 

 12th India Security Summit held in New Delhi 

 Human Resource Ministry launched “Shagun” Portal to improve school education system 

 India Becomes World’s First Country to Launch Biometric Seafarer Identity Document (BSID) 

 Wing Commander Shalija Dhami of Indian Air Force has become the first female officer in India to 

be appointed as the Flight Commander of a flying unit. 

 Pakistan-China Begins 8th Annual Joint Air Exercise Shaheen VIII 

 India Ratings predicts India’s GDP forecast at 6.7% for FY’20 

 Canara Bank launches OTP facility for ATM cash withdrawals over Rs 10,000 

 In a first, HDFC Bank, MasterCard launch Millennia cards aimed at ‘Young India’ 

 Taylor Swift tops Forbes’ list of world’s highest-paid women in music 
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18. National News Special Capsule 

 
 PM Modi Declares September 2019 as Month of Nutrition 

 India’s first FinTech centre of excellence comes up in Chennai 

 IIT-Delhi establishes waste-to-wealth centre (DESMI Centre) 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to transfer a sum of Rs 1,76,051 crore to the 

Government of India. This comprises of Rs 1,23,414 crore of surplus for the year 2018-19 and Rs 

52,637 crore of excess provisions identified as per the revised Economic Capital Framework (ECF). 

 Bahrain Confers PM Modi With ‘The King Hamad Order of the Renaissance’ 

 PV Sindhu Beats Nozomi Okuhara to Win BWF World Championships 

 PM Modi Honored with UAE’s Highest Civilian Award ‘Order of Zayed 

 Gujarat ranked first in Composite Water Management Index 2.0 

 The Union Minister for Textiles Smriti Zubin Irani inaugurated Project SU.RE, which stands for 

Sustainable Resolution 

 CVC setups Advisory Board for Banking Frauds (ABBF); Head- TM Bhasin 

 7 of the world’s 10 worst-performing bank stocks are in India; Top- Yes Bank 

 Conservationist Vivek Menon Awarded Clark Bavin Award 2019 

 Praneeth becomes first Indian male shuttler to win World Championships medal in 36 years 

 President Ramnath Kovind Inaugurates First World Youth Conference on Kindness in New Delhi 

 Russia Launches Its First Humanoid Robot “Fedor” Into Space 

 DBS named ‘World’s Best Bank’ by Euromoney magazine 

 Vikram Rathour to be India’s Batting Coach in Cricket 

 Kiren Rijiju to head committee for Fit India Movement 

 Government to launch e-commerce portal named Bharatcraft 

 RBI changes RTGS opening time from 8 AM to 7 AM 

 RBI allows e-mandates on cards for recurring transactions upto Rs 2000 

 Akshay Kumar ranked 4th in Forbes’ highest-paid actors’ list; Top- Dwayne Johnson 

 The Ministry of Human Resource Development has launched the National Initiative for School 

Heads’ and Teachers’ Holistic Advancements (NISHTHA) aimed at training over 42 lakh teachers 

across the country. 

 Karnataka has emerged as the best state for setting up a roof top solar project according to the 

State Rooftop Solar Attractiveness Index–SARAL. It was released by the Ministry of New and 

Renewable Energy. 

 Legendary Music Composer Khayyam Passes Away At 92 

 The Union Minister of State for Chemical & Fertilizers Mansukh Mandaviya has said that the first 

Central Institute of Chemical Engineering & Technology (CICET) will be set up in Gujarat. 

 Chhattisgarh to Set up ‘Lemru Elephant Reserve’ 

 IIT-Madras Researchers Launches Industrial and Field Robot ‘GraspMan’ 

 Manmohan Singh elected to Rajya Sabha from Rajasthan 

 Companies can now have up to 74% Differential Voting Rights (DVR) shares 
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 Rajiv Dogra authors novel titled “Second Night” 

 Biennial Multilateral Naval Exercise ‘MILAN’ to be Held at Visakhapatnam in March 2020 

 Banks to identify at least one branch in a State for Gold Monetisation Scheme: RBI 

 Veteran Doordarshan Anchor Neelum Sharma Passes Away 

 14th KONKAN exercise between Indian and Britain Navy begins in the UK 

 Ravi Shashtri reappointed as head coach of Indian Cricket team 

 Danish bank (Jyske Bank) launches world’s first negative interest rate home loan 

 Aditya Puri is the highest-paid bank CEO 

 India’s First Clinical Ecotoxicology Facility Unveiled at AIIMS, Delhi 

 India, Russia to boost ties to achieve $30 billion bilateral trade by 2025 

 Satyarth Nayak Authors Book Titled ‘Sridevi: Girl Woman Superstar’ 

 Aishwarya Pissay Becomes First Indian to Win a World Title in Motorsports 

 Gogabeel lake in Bihar declared state’s first ‘Community Reserve’ 

 World’s First Self-standing Crutch ‘Flexmotiv’ Launched by IIT Delhi 

 Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh to Turn into Separate Union Territories on October 31, 2019 

 West Bengal top Indian State in 2018-19 in terms of GDP growth 

 Sourabh Verma wins Hyderabad Open (Badminton) 

 CBDT raises limit for appeals in IT Appellate Tribunal to Rs 50 lakhs. For High Court, the appeal limit 

has been increased from Rs 50 lakhs to Rs 1 crore. For Supreme Court, the appeal limit has been 

increased from Rs 1 Crore to Rs 2 Crore. 

 RBL Bank launches India’s first health-focused credit card 

 ‘Resurgent India’- Book by Former RBI Governor Bimal Jalan Released 

 Kenneth M Quinn wins MS Swamianathan award for environment protection 

 India ranked 13 in National Water Stress Ranking; Top- Qatar 

 CAIT partners with HDFC bank to launch “Digi Vyapari-Safal Vyapari” initiative 

 PV Sindhu only Indian in Forbes list of world’s highest-paid female athletes (at 13th); Top- Serena 

Williams. 

 Apple issues Apple Credit Card in partnership with Goldman Sachs 

 Mohali Gets India’s First 3-D Traffic Signal 

 Microsoft partners with AGTB for world’s first fully digital trade bank 

 Kolkata to get India’s first underwater Metro 

 Siddhartha Mohanty takes charge as MD-CEO of LIC Housing Finance. 

 Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan launched a new scheme of Annual Health Check-up for CGHS 

beneficiaries who are pensioners of the age of 75 years and above. 

 Bollywood has taken lead to promote India‘s plastic free movement with Varun Dhawan's upcoming 

movie "Coolie No. 1". 

 The Election Commission launched new mega Electors Verification Programme (EVP) across the 

country. 

 The entire month of September beginning today will be celebrated as the Rashtriya Poshan Maah. 

 Union government has put restrictions on the import of Agarbatti and other similar products. 

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah will address BJP's Maha Janadesh Yatra in Solapur, Maharashtra. 

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



September to January 2020 current affairs 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  231 
 

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Saturday met his Singaporean counterpart K Shanmugam in 

New Delhi and discussed several issues of mutual interest. 

 Union Minister for Culture and Tourism Prahlad Singh Patel on Saturday inaugurated gallery of 

confiscated and retrieved antiquities at Purana Quila in New Delhi. 

 Tinsukia Junction in northeast region has become the 4000th railway station in the country to have 

free public WiFi. 

 In Andhra Pradesh, Vice-President M Venkaiah Naidu today dedicated the country's longest 

electrified rail tunnel between Cherlopalli and Rapuru and the electrified railway line between 

Venkatachalam and Obulavaripalli. 

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah dedicated series of developmental projects at Silvassa the 

headquarters of Union Territory of Dadra & Nagar Haveli. 

 Union Ministers Prakash Javadekar and Piyush Goyal the government approved the establishment of 

75 new medical colleges in the country. 

 Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) has announced that all airports in the country will be 

equipped with full-body scanners in the next two years. 

 The Indian Council of Medical Research(ICMR)-National Institute of Nutrition (NIN) is going to 

implement the effectiveness of diet and lifestyle intervention with respect to lifestyle diseases like 

Hypertension and diabetes. 

 Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) launched the first-ever Terracotta Grinder at 

Sewapuri in Varanasi. 

 High Commissions of Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, and Fiji jointly organised a cultural 

event, Namaste Pacific in New Delhi. 

 Asia's 5th Generation Virtual Reality based Advanced Driver Training Simulator Centre launched by 

Rtn G Chandramohan, Rotary Governor, Rotary International District 3232, at the Automobile 

Association of Southern India Centre (AASI) Chennai.AASI train 200 Ambulance drivers free of cost, 

under Safe Drivers Campaign. 

 Union Minister of state for civil aviation Hardeep Singh Puri inaugurated a new air traffic control 

(ATC) tower at Delhi's Indira Gandhi International Airport, New Delhi. 

 More than six thousand Railway Station will be equipped with free Wi-Fi facilities by the end of this 

month. 

 Minister of State for Culture and Tourism Prahalad Singh Patel inaugurated first-ever architectural 

LED illumination at the Qutub Minar. 

 Union Minister for Information & Broadcasting Prakash Javadekar unveiled the new logo and 

certificate design of the Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC). 

 Indian Cricket team vice-captain Rohit Sharma is launching Rohit4Rhinos campaign, in partnership 

with WWF India and Animal Planet. 

 The country celebrates September month as the Rashtriya Poshan Maah across the country under 

POSHAN Abhiyaan programme. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi is to address the 74th annual high-level UN General Assembly 

(UNGA) session on 27 September 2019. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated Aurangabad Industrial City (AURIC), India's first 

industrial smart city, in Aurangabad, Maharashtra. 
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 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a 50 kilowatt ‗Gandhi Solar Park‘ at the UN 

headquarters. 

 The Union Home Minister Amit Shah has launched a single-window system ‗Private Security Agency 

Licensing Portal‘. 

 National Cadet Corps (NCC) is organizing a Cycle Rally on four different routes. 

 The Committee of Administrators (CoA) has rescheduled the Board of Control for Cricket in India 

(BCCI) election date to October 23. 

 The government has planned to introduce a mega plan to spend $130 billion for fleet modernization 

in the next 5-7 years across all armed forces. 

 The theme of this year‘s Swachhta hi Sewa is Plastic Waste Management. Department for 

Promotion of Industry & Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce & Industry is playing a critical 

two-fold role for the success of the campaign as mandated by the Department of Drinking Water 

and Sanitation, Ministry of Jal Shakti. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Kisan Maan Dhan Yojana on the 12th of September at 

Ranchi, Jharkhand. 

 Union Minister of State for Culture and Tourism (Independent Charge), Shri Prahlad Singh Patel 

inaugurated the exhibition PRA-KASHI in New Delhi. 

 Prime Minister of St. Vincent and Grenadines Dr.Hon'ble Ralph Everard Gonsalves met Indian Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi during his 5-day visit to India. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the National Animal Disease Control Programme in 

Uttar Pradesh‘s Mathura. 

 The fresh batch of the newest central government services, the Indian Skill Development 

Services(ISDS) commenced their training program at the Administrative Training Institute (ATI) in 

Mysuru, Karnataka. 

 Union Women and Child Development Minister Smriti Irani inaugurated Wi-Fi facility at 6 railway 

stations including Amethi. 

 The ONGC will invest more than 13,000 crore rupees to raise its oil and gas exploration in Assam. 

 The iconic Feroz Shah Kotla stadium in New Delhi has been renamed as Arun Jaitley Cricket stadium. 

 Ministry of Information and Broadcasting announced the implementation of television Programmes 

for the deaf audience. 

 India has joined the Global Antimicrobial Resistance Research (AMR) and Development hub as a new 

member. 

 The Union cabinet is all set to approve an ordinance to ban e-cigarettes sales. 

 Union Human Resource Development Minister, Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank attended the First 

Annual Innovation Festival of the MHRD‘s Innovation Cell (MIC). 

 Minister for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE), laid the foundation stone for Indian 

Institute of Skills (IIS) at Mumbai. 

 Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region announced that the Railway link service between 

the Agartala-Akhaura in Bangladesh will be completed by 2020 for Development of Northeastern 

Region (DoNER). 

 Central Board of Secondary Education conferred Teacher's Award 2018 to 35 Teachers and 

Principals. 
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 Union Government has set a target of setting up 12,500 Ayush Health and Wellness Centres across 

the country. 

 President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated a bronze bust of Mahatma Gandhi in Villeneuve in 

Switzerland. 

 Government is launching a major programme offering 1000 PhD Fellowships to ASEAN students at 

IITs in India. 

 The Western Railway has installed a polyethylene terephthalate (PET) bottle crushing machine in 

Mumbai Rajdhani Express for the first time ever. 

 Central Board of Direct Tax (CBDT) has set up the National e-Assessment Centre (NeAC) in Delhi. 

 The govt besides the National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) plans to connect to social media with 

records including immigration entry, banking, and phone numbers and all database information in 

one platform case. 

 Doordarshan is celebrating its 60 years today. 

 India will conduct a two-week special training programme for Maldivian civil servants from today in 

Delhi and Mussoorie. 

 Railways will undertake - Massive Shramdan drive from Tuesday with main focus on collection of 

plastic waste. Ministry of Railways said, in the recent past such drives are being undertaken by 

Railways. 

 Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat and Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju today flagged off Great 

Ganga Run-2019 at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in New Delhi. 

 The GST Network has decided to make Aadhaar authentication or physical verification mandatory 

for new dealers from January next year to check malpractices in GST. 

 Saint Vincent and Grenadines became the 79th country to join the International Solar Alliance (ISA), 

an initiative by India aimed at combating the threats of climate change and global warming. 

 Ministry of Commerce & Industry through Export Credit Guarantee Corporation has introduced a 

new Export Credit Insurance Scheme called NIRVIK. 

 India‘s first National Antimicrobial Resistance Hub was recently inaugurated in Kolkata. 

 Department of Telecommunications (DoT) unveiled a portal in Mumbai which will help mobile 

phone users trace their stolen or lost mobile phones 

 The Western Railway has installed a polyethylene terephthalate (PET) bottle crushing machine in 

Mumbai Rajdhani Express for the first time ever. 

 Central Board of Direct Tax (CBDT) has set up the National e-Assessment Centre (NeAC) in Delhi. 

 The union government launched a steel import monitoring system (SIMS) to provide advance 

information about steel imports to various stakeholders including producers and importers to have 

effective policy interventions. 

 Indian Railways launches massive Shramdaan across the Country. 

 Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers Shri Sadananda Gowda inaugurated the Annual Health 

Conference Pharma Med HD 2019 transforming the perception of Indian HealthCare Industry in New 

Delhi. 

 India Post expanded speed post service to six new foreign destinations in Asia, Europe and South 

America. 
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 Under Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India has taken an initiative to develop National Water 

Museum. 

 Union Human Resource Development Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank‘ launched several 

initiatives of All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) in New Delhi. 

 IBM aims to train 10,000 faculty members from ITIs across India 

 The Ministry of Steel is organizing a day long Chintan Shivir‘ on September 23, 2019 at Manekshaw 

Centre, New Delhi. 

 The Delhi Cabinet chaired by the Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has approved the state 

government's proposal to pay the CBSE examination fees for class 10 and 12 students of its schools. 

 The Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD) of the Ministry of Social 

Justice and Empowerment has unveiled a Management Information System (MIS) for stakeholders 

of Accessible India Campaign (AIC). 

 The Pune division of the Central Railway recovered Rs 7.88 crore fine from passengers travelling 

without tickets in last five months. 

 Department of Telecom has approved multiple projects worth over Rs 8,500 crore. 

 Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) has partnered with Ola, a mobility 

platform, to extend the welfare to its drivers. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will embark on a seven-day visit to United States tonight. 

 Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Mongolian President H.E. Mr. Khaltmaagiin Battulga 

jointly unveiled a statue of Lord Buddha and his two disciples. 

 Nasscom‘s Data Security Council of India (DSCI) collaborated with the electronics and IT ministry 

(MeitY) and Google India to launch a nationwide awareness campaign ‗Digital Payment Abhiyan‘. 

 Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure 

(CDRI) at the United Nations Secretary-General (UNSG) Climate Action Summit which is being held in 

New York. 

 Centre has launched the Unique Methods of Management and treatment of Inherited Disorders 

(UMMID) initiative. 

 PM Narendra Modi announced that India is to increase the renewable energy target to 450 GW. 

 Centre has proposed a digital census, a mobile app used to collect data to determine the population 

of the country in the next census of India in 2021 

 The government launched a multilingual app-based service CHC Farm Machinery for Custom Hiring 

Centres (CHCs). 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will formally declare India as Open Defecation Free -ODF on 2nd 

October during a function to be held in Ahmedabad. 

 Dr Harsh Vardhan said that India is committed to eradicate TB before 2025. 

 The Centre has instituted the highest civilian award for contribution to the unity and integrity of 

India, in the name of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 

 Centre launched the new Tuberculosis (TB) Harega Desh Jeetega Campaign on 25 September. 

 The President of India Ramnath Kovind unveiled the first Indigenous High-Temperature Fuel Cell 

System. 

 Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti, GoI launched the 10 

Year Rural Sanitation Strategy (2019-2029). 
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 Midnapore in West Bengal became the 5000th railway station in the country to be Wi-Fi enabled. 

 India handed over a new school building costing Rs. 2.41 crores to the Nepal government that would 

boost the learning environment of students from the marginalized sections in the Himalayan nation. 

 Union Minister Nitin Gadkari inaugurated the Delhi-Meerut Expressway phase-3, built at a cost of Rs 

1,058 crores. 

 The deadline to link permanent account number (PAN) with Aadhaar has been extended by three 

months till 31st of December. 

 Union Health Minister Shri Harsh Vardhan launched mass media campaign POSHAN Maah (nutrition 

campaign) 2019 to promote the eat right  India  movement‖ (launched 10th July 2018) to improve 

public health and combat negative nutritional trends. 

 The 22nd edition of the India International Seafood Show (IISS) which is one of the largest seafood 

fairs in Asia, is to be hosted by the Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA) in 

association with Seafood Exporters Association of India (SEAI) in Kochi (known as queen of Arabian 

sea) at Hotel Grand Hyatt from February 7-9, in 2020. 

 Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman constituted a task force headed by Secretary of the 

Department of Economic Affairs (DEA) Mr Atanu Chakraborty for drawing up National Infrastructure 

Pipeline of Rs 100 lakh crore ($1.4 trillion) from the fiscal year 2019-20 to 2024-25. 

 Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi inaugurated the first Metro Coach in Mumbai under the ‗Make 

in India‘ initiative at Jio World Centre, Maharashtra, Mumbai. He also launched Rs.19,000 crore 

worth metro projects with previous investment of Rs 1.5Lakh crore and laid foundation stone of 3 

Metro lines to the metro network of the city expected to be operational from 2031. 

 In a bid to strengthen the Indian Air Force (IAF), the central government has approved the 

procurement of 6 squadrons of indigenous Akash Air Defense missile for the Air Force at a cost of Rs 

5,000 crore. 

 9th edition of weeklong joint maritime naval exercise between India and Srilanka (SL) named SLINEX 

for the year 2019 has commenced in the port of Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh. Two Sri Lanka 

Navy Ships(SLNS) namely Sindurala and Suranimala that are offshore patrol vehicles left the 

Trincomalee port of Srilanka to participate in the exercise. 

 Women and Child Development and Textiles Minister Smriti Irani notified that the Sex Ratio at Birth 

(SRB) incresed by 13 points nationally since the implementation of the Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao 

(BBBP) programme from 918 in 2014-15 to 931 in 2018-19. 

 The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind has inaugurated the National Youth Summit 2019 held 

in New Delhi. 

 A two-day long Western Air Command, Commanders‘Conference 2019 was held in New Delhi. Air 

Chief Marshal Birender Singh Dhanoa was the chief guest of the Conference. 

 A fun zone, the first of its kind in Indian Railways, has been set up at the Visakhapatnam Railway 

Station, Andhra Pradesh. The Gaming zone was inaugurated at platform number 1. 

 According to the Sample Registration Survey (SRS) for 2013-17 released by the Registrar General of 

India, the overall life expectancy at birth in India improved to 69 years from 68.7 years in 2012-16. 

 The ministry of Aviation jointly with Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry 

(FICCI) organized the first helicopter summit 2019 in Dehradun, Uttarakhand to discuss the issues 

related to connectivity through helicopters. 
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 The Government of India (GoI) announced humanitarian assistance of $1 million as immediate 

disaster relief to help people in The Bahamas affected by Hurricane (tropical cyclone) Dorian which 

has caused large scale destruction. 

 The union minister for environment, forest and climate change Shri Prakash Javadekar (also 

Information & Broadcasting  minister)  flagged  off  a  bus  named  ―Jaldoot‖  in  Pune,  Maharashtra  

which  showcases  the importance of water conservation. 

 Shri Prakash Javadekar, Minister of Information and Broadcasting and Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change has inaugurated the renovated Jayakar bungalow (a famous heritage building of 

Pune) at National Film Archive of India (NFAI)in Pune, Maharashtra. The bungalow has been 

renovated with an outlay of 3 crore rupees. 

 Marcin Przydacz, the deputy foreign minister of Poland unveiled a memorial pillar in Valivade in 

Kolhapur district of Maharashtra in memory of the 5000 polish refugee families that settled in 

Valivade during World War II (WWII) 80 years ago. 

 India will conduct a two-week special training programme (STP) for 32-member delegation (70% of 

delegates are women officials) of Maldivian Civil Servants at the Mussoorie (Uttarakhand) and New 

Delhi from 16 – 28 September 2019. 

 The group of ministers of Good and Service Tax Network (GSTN) headed by Sushil Kumar Modi 

(Bihar deputy chief minister) notified that all the new dealers will have to mandatorily make 

Aadhaar verification or physical verification from January 1, 2020. This move is aimed to check 

malpractices in GST. 

 The Himachal Pradesh government has roped in Bollywood actress Yami Gautam as the brand 

ambassador of the Rising Himachal Global Investors‘Meet 2019. 

 India has been ranked at 5th spot in The Economist Intelligence Unit‘s 2019 Global Microscope on 

Financial Inclusion report. Colombia has topped the ranking. 

 UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) and Doordarshan, 

country‘s public service broadcaster have joined hands to telecast TV bilingual programme 

‗Mahatma Lives‗ or ‗Bapu Zinda Hain‘on 1-2 October 2019. 

 Employees‘State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) observed Swachhata Hi Sewa campaign from 15 

September to 2 October at various Regional Offices/Sub-Regional Offices, Hospitals and Dispensaries 

across the country. 

 A 1,650 kg charkha (spinning wheel) which was made out of plastic waste will be inaugurated on the 

occasion of Mahatma Gandhi's 150th birth anniversary in Noida, Uttar Pradesh. 

 The Nation pays homage to the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi on his 150th birth 

anniversary today 

 i.e. 2nd October 2019. 

 Film Division in association with India Tourism  will organise a Gandhi Film Festival‖ in Mumbai from 

2nd to 6th October, 2019. 

 The International Astronomical Union (IAU) has named an asteroid after Indian classical singer 

Pandit Jasraj. 

 Center has launched the nationwide Paryatan Parv 2019 on 2 October. 

 AIM, NITI Aayog‘s Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) and UNICEF India, including Generation Unlimited, have 

launched The Gandhian Challenge. 
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 Union Minister Smriti Irani Inaugurates India‘s Largest Charkha‘made of Waste Plastic in Noida. 

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah flagged off Delhi-Katra Vande Bharat Express from the New Delhi 

Railway Station. 

 The commerce ministry's arm Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR) has launched ARTIS, an 

online system. 

 On Mahatma‘s 150th birth anniversary, the government launched massive campaigns against single-

use, or disposable, plastic products. 

 Department of Science & Technology, Prof. Ashutosh Sharma inaugurated an exhibition titled Digital 

Gandhi Gyan Vigyan Exhibition. 

 Ministry of Power said that India achieved 1 crore LED street light mark so far. 

 National Buildings Construction Corporation (NBCC) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) with the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports. 

 Tourism  Ministry has  launched  the  Audio  Guide  facility Audio  Odigos‖  for 12  sites  of  India  

(including Iconic Sites) on the occasion of Paryatan Parv 2019‖. 

 Power Minister RK Singh and Coal, Mines and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi have 

jointly launched PRAKASH – Power Rail Koyla Availability through Supply Harmony- portal in New 

Delhi. 

 Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath flagged off country‘s first private train Delhi-Lucknow 

Tejas Express started its maiden journey from Lucknow. 

 The National Basketball Association (NBA) brought to India the first-ever Floating Basketball Court in 

the Arabian Sea in Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

 Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur launched the Pragati Rath of the HDFC bank. 

 Defence Minister Shri Rajnath Singh is on his two-day state to France on 7th October to 8th October. 

 Dr Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare launched the eDantseva website 

and mobile application the first ever national digital platform on oral health information and 

knowledge dissemination. 

 Union Health Minister, Dr Harsh Vardhan has launched eco-friendly green firecrackers which have 

been manufactured in India. 

 Health Minister Harsh Vardhan launched the trans-fat-free‘ logo, which can be voluntarily used by 

food business operators in their outlets and also on food products 

 Union minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal urged the Centre to dedicate the IIM, Amritsar, to Sikhism 

founder Guru Nanak Dev. 

 Centre introduced Ganga Aamantran Abhiyan, a unique initiative to connect with Ganga‘s 

Stakeholders. 

 The Centre approved the establishment of a commercial airport in Kutch, Gujarat.It also approved 

an investment of about Rs.1, 400 crore for the establishment purpose. 

 The 1st Government-sponsored and operated Day-Care cum Recreation Centre for senior citizens 

has been inaugurated in Leh. 

 Jal Shakti Minister has launched an initiative Ganga Amantran‘. 

 The Central government has increased the Dearness Allowance (DA) of Central government 

employees and pensioners. 
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 Prime Minister Narendra Modi released a commemorative stamp to honour the birth centenary of 

Marshal of the Air Force late Arjan Singh at the home programme of the Indian Air Force (IAF) on its 

87th raising day. 

 The government has announced its plan to create a 1400km-long and 5km wide green belt from 

Gujarat to the Delhi-Haryana border. 

 President Ram Nath Kovind presented the prestigious President's Colours to the Army Aviation 

Corps at Nashik, Maharashtra. 

 SARAS Aajeevika Mela has begun at India Gate Lawns, in New Delhi. It has been organized by the 

Ministry of Rural Development under the initiative of the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National 

Rural Livelihoods Mission. 

 The 38th India Carpet Expo will be held in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. The expo will be organized by the 

Carpet Export Promotion Council (CEPC). 

 Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare Dr Harsh Vardhan has launched the Surakshit Matritva 

Aashwasan (SUMAN) initiative in New Delhi. 

 Union Minister Nityanand Rai has launched a Government Railway Police‘s website 

 ―railways.delhipolice.gov.in‖ and a mobile application ―Sahyatri‖. 

 President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, laid the foundation stone for the campus of JSS Academy 

of Higher Education and Research at Varuna Village, Mysuru. 

 The 1st ever ‗India International Cooperatives Trade Fair‘has been inaugurated in New Delhi. 

 The first commercial flight from Hindon civil airport adjacent to the Air Force's Hindon airbase 

operated yesterday when a nine-seater plane took off for Uttarakhand's Pithoragarh district. 

 Air India became the first airline in the world to use a Taxibot on a A320 aircraft with passengers on 

board. 

 The nation pays homage to former President Dr A P J Abdul Kalam on his 88th birth anniversary and 

remembered his contributions to the country. 

 Secretary Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) Guruprasad Mohapatra 

launched the website and mobile application L2Pro India [Learn to Protect, Secure and Maximize 

Your Innovation] on Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs). 

 Centre is to launch Vigyan Jyoti, a program to help girl students inculcate interest in areas like 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM). 

 Union Railway Minister Piyush Goyal launched the Sewa Service trains on 14 October 2019. 

 Keneseth Eliyahoo Synagogue at Kala Ghoda, Gloria Church in Byculla, and Flora Fountain, three-city 

landmarks, of Mumbai won the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation for 

the year 2019. 

 Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare Harsh Vardhan launched Food Safety Mitra Scheme, 

Eat Right Jacket and Eat Right Jhola. 

 Indian Railways (IR) has announced that it will become a net-zero carbon emitter by 2030. 

 Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs has launched a revamped and streamlined programme 

to attract investments into India and strengthen Make in India through manufacture and other 

operations under the bond scheme, of Customs Act, 1962. 

 Kiran Uniyal, w/o a serving Colonel of Indian Army has created Individual Guinness World Records 

for 
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 The  most  full  contact  knee  strikes  in  three  minutes  (one  leg)  (female),  263  strikes‖  &  The  

most  full contact knee strikes alternate legs in one minute(female),120 strikes‖. 

 Textiles Secretary, Ravi Capoor, inaugurated the 48th edition of the Indian Handicrafts and Gifts Fair 

(IHGF) at the India Expo Centre & Mart at Greater Noida. 

 India‘s longest Tunnel Chenani- Nashri on NH 44, in Jammu and Kashmir will be named after 

Bhartiya Jansangh Founder Dr Shyama Prasad Mukherjee. 

 The Maharashtra Highway Police launched MRADMS Maharashtra, a mobile application, for its 

personnel on 16 October. 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated Col. Chewang Rinchen Setu (Bridge) which has been 

constructed at an altitude of 14,650 feet in the forward area of Ladakh region. 

 Union Minister of State for Culture and Tourism Prahlad Singh Patel inaugurated e-portal of Centre 

for Cultural Resources and Training and YouTube Channel, with support from Routes 2 Routes, in 

New Delhi on 21 October. 

 The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has launched a cinema advertisement campaign 

‗Feed Our Future‘ to raise awareness and take steps against hunger and malnutrition in India. 

 Government of India has decided to open the entire area from Siachen base camp to Kumar Post for 

tourism purposes. 

 The Jaipur-Sikar-Jaipur DEMU was flagged off for its service on 21 October. 

 IIM Kozhikode and Mangalore Refineries and Petrochemicals Ltd. have announced a special drive 

Labelled as La Eve (meaning The Woman)‖ to support women entrepreneurs in the country. 

 The month of October 2019 marks 25 years of Pulse Polio Programme in India. 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the merger of loss-

making telecom firms BSNL and MTNL as part of a revival package. 

 Indian Railways has launched ‗one touch ATVM‘at 42 suburban stations of Central Railway over 

Mumbai Suburban Network. 

 The government is planning to set up a PM Kisan call centre to respond to the queries of the farmers 

about the PM Kisan minimum income support scheme. 

 The government of India has approved Tamil Nadu‘s proposal to establish six new medical 

 The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare will observe the Vigilance Awareness Week from 28th 

October to 2nd November, 2019. 

 Maharatna‘status has been granted by the Government to state-owned Hindustan Petroleum 

Corporation Limited and Power Grid Corporation of India Limited. 

 The Centre‘s first-ever common foundation course ―Aarambh‖ (Beginning) for 2019 batch 

probationer civil servants has begun at the Statue of Unity in Kevadia, Gujarat. 

 Facebook has unveiled a Preventive Health‘ tool that connects people to health resources and sends 

check- up reminders. Facebook has launched the tool in the United States. 

 The Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman has released a special 

commemorative coin on Paramahansa Yogananda. 

 The Ministry of Human Resource Development is to conduct EK Bharat Shreshth Bharat Parv event 

at the India Gate Lawn No. 6 in New Delhi from 31 October to 3 November 2019. 

 The National Workshop on Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY) began on 30 October. The 

workshop will be held on 30-31 October. 
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 Santosh Kumar Gangwar, Minister of State (I/C) for Labour and Employment inaugurated the 100 

bedded ESIC hospitals at Rudrapur, Uttarakhand. 

 The government of India is planning to open 100 additional airports by 2024. 

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has released a special commemorative coin on Paramahansa 

Yogananda to mark his 125th Birth Anniversary. 

 The government constitutes a high-level panel under Rajiv Gauba, the Cabinet Secretary to suggest 

measures for mitigating financial stress in the telecom sector. 

 Indian Railways has launched ‗one touch ATVM‘ at 42 suburban stations of Central Railway over 

Mumbai Suburban Network. 

 The Centre has set a target of ensuring at least 70 per cent infants to have access to breast milk by 

the year 2025. 

 Bollywood actor Ayushmann Khurrana has joined hands with UNICEF and Ministry of Women and 

Child Development to raise awareness and speak up against sexual abuse of children. 

 Tamil Nadu has become the first State in the country to enact a law on contract farming with 

President Ram Nath Kovind giving assent to the Agricultural Produce and Livestock Contract Farming 

and Services (Promotion and Facilitation) Act. 

 A team of researchers has discovered a new deep sea fish species in Kerala waters. 

 In a bid to reduce usage of paper for day-to-day operations, the Information Technology Cell of 

Passenger Marketing Wing, Southern Railway released a new application called RailDhandora. 

 Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for AYUSH inaugurated National Research Institute of 

Unani Medicine for Skin Disorders (NRIUMSD) upgraded from Central Research Institute of Unani 

Medicine (CRIUM) at Erragadda, Hyderabad. 

 Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar released the 5th edition of Wastelands Atlas 2019. The 

Atlas, published jointly by Department of Land Resources and National Remote Sensing Centre, 

provides robust geospatial information on wasteland. 

 

 Shakti-2019’, a bilateral exercise will be conducted between Indian and French Army troops at the 

Foreign Training Node at Mahajan Field Firing Ranges in Rajasthan from October 31 to November 

13. 

 UNESCO has designated Mumbai as a member of UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) in the 

field of Film, and Hyderabad in the field of Gastronomy. 

 Prime Minister Narandra Modi inaugurated the 5th edition of India International Science Festival  

(IISF)  2019 through video conferencing in Kolkata. 

 The Indian Railways has installed two ‘Health ATMs’ at the Charbagh railway station in Lucknow 

 The two-day BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal initiative multi-sector technical and economic  cooperation)  

Conclave was held on 7th and 8th November at Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 

 The Jammu and Kashmir government has set up a 10-member committee to declare Srinagar’s 

famous Dal Lake and its surrounding areas as an eco-sensitive zone (ESZ), following concerns over its 

shrinking size. 
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 India will host the 19th council of heads of government of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

2020. 

 Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro has accepted Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s invitation to be the 

Chief Guest at India’s Republic Day celebrations in 2020. 

 Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare launched Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI) 2.0 

portal in New Delhi 

 The sixth World Congress on Rural and Agriculture Finance was held on 12 November 2019 in New 

Delhi. 

 India is placed among the top nations with the most conducive environment for financial inclusion in 

terms of allowing non-banks to issue e-money 

 The world’s largest fertilizer cooperative Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited (IFFCO) 

introduced India’s 1st nanotechnology-based product range by introducing Nano Nitrogen, Nano 

Zinc, Nano Copper for on-field trials at an event held at its Kalol unit in Gujarat. 

 The official emblem of FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup for the year 2020 which is to be conducted in 

India was unveiled. 

 India has taken inspiration from Brazil’s success in the field of human milk bank decided to adopt a 

similar model in creating a wide network of human milk banks. 

 Singapore-based AirCarbon Pte launched the worlds’ first blockchain-based carbon trading 

exchange. 

 The people over 80 years of age and Persons with Disability can now cast their votes through postal 

ballot 

 Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated the 21st North East Book Fair in Guwahati, Assam. 

 The Government of India released the maps of newly created union territories of Jammu-Kashmir 

and Ladakh and the map of India depicting these union territories. 

 The first-ever containerised cargo movement via Indo-Bangladesh protocol route and Brahmaputra 

river will start from West Bengal’s Haldia. 

 The British Broadcasting Corporation announced a list of ‘100 Novels That Shaped Our World’. 

 Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is undertaking a mass cleanliness-cum-

awareness drive in 50 identified beaches under the programme called ‘Swachh- Nirmal Tat 

Abhiyaan’ 

 Indian Railways has launched three applications for all-India roll out to strengthen its IT-enabled 

services which will help ensure proper monitoring of projects being undertaken by Railways. The 

applications, namely CRS Sanction Management System, Rail-road crossing GAD approval system 

and TMS for construction aim at beefing up IT-enabled services. 

 Union Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas and Steel Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurated the India 

Pavilion at the Abu Dhabi International Petroleum Exhibition and Conference (ADIPEC). 

 Coal India has decided to advance its target year for achieving an annual production capacity of one 

billion tonnes by two years — 2024. 

 Shri Santosh Kumar Gangwar, Minister of State (I/C) for Labour and Employment launched 3 Apps: 

UAN REGISTRATION, E-INSPECTION AND DIGI LOCKER, developed by Employees’ Provident Fund 

Organization (EPFO). 
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 India will next year host the conference of the “No Money For Terror”, the ministerial-level grouping 

of 70 countries that focuses on countering terror financing, terror and radicalisation. 

 India will host the 19th council of heads of government of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

2020. 

 Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro has accepted Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s invitation to be the 

Chief Guest at India’s Republic Day celebrations in 2020. 

 India will contribute USD 13.5 million for various operational activities of development across the 

UN agencies for the year 2020. 

 The fourth edition of the India International Cherry Blossom festival, 2019, was celebrated in 

Shillong, Meghalaya. 

 The Union Minister for Rural Development, Panchayati Raj and Agriculture inaugurated the SARAS 

India International Trade Fair(IITF) Mela 2019 at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. 

 The Home Ministry in collaboration with the UN Women flagged off an awareness campaign To End 

Violence Against Women from Sultanpur metro station in Delhi. 

 Union Minister of State for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai informed that Census 2021 will be 

conducted in 16 languages. 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved the establishment of the 

National Institute for Sowa-Rigpa in Leh, Ladakh. 

 Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region 

(DoNER) Dr Jitendra Singh will inaugurate the ‘Destination North East’ Festival in Varanasi, Uttar 

Pradesh 

 Union Minister Nitin Gadkari inaugurating the 11th edition of Agro Vision-2019, an Agricultural 

exhibition at Reshimbag Ground of Nagpur, Maharashtra. 

 As a mark of tribute to one of the most decorated soldiers of Indian Army Late Naib Subedar Chuni 

Lal, an Army Goodwill Park was dedicated at his native village Bhara in Doda, Jammu and Kashmir. 

 Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs has launched Credit-linked Subsidy Services Awas Portal, 

CLAP, in New Delhi. 

 The Indian Railway Institute of Financial Management (IRIFM) has been set up in Hyderabad, 

Telangana. 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) chaired by the PM Narendra Modi approved to 

increase the authorized capital of Food Corporation of India (FCI) to Rs.10,000 crore. 

 India wins bid to host 2023 Men’s Hockey World Cup Kalinga Hockey Stadium in Bhubaneswar and 

Biju Patnaik Hockey Stadium in Rourkela to be the venues for the tournament. 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will inaugurate the 3-day-long Military Literature Festival (MLF) on 

13 December 2019 at Chandigarh. 

 The Transport Ministry has extended the 01st December deadline for 100% electronic toll collection 

across National Highways in the country by two weeks (15th December). 

 The government of India has introduced an online complaint management system named Sexual 

Harassment electronic-Box (SHe-Box). 

 Government approved the development of Loktak Inland Waterways improvement project in 

Manipur under the central sector scheme. 

 United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) launched Accelerator Lab in New Delhi, India. 
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 The Ministry of Railways has announced that a Real-time Train Information System (RTIS) is being 

installed on the locomotives for automatic acquisition of train movement data. 

 India has announced a slew of exemptions for foreigners seeking medical treatment in India 

following the implementation of liberalised medical visa policy. 

 Almost 61% of beneficiaries registered under the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) 

between April 2018 and July 2019 (38.3 lakh out of the total 62.8 lakh enrolled) received the full 

amount of ₹6,000 promised under the scheme, according to an RTI reply. 

 In a war against sexual exploitation of children, the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has set up 

an online Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation(OCSAE) Prevention and Investigation Unit at New 

Delhi under its Special Crime Zone to tackle the menace of child porn on the internet. 

 The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) has set up a ‘development 

council’ for bicycle to manufacture and design bicycles which are comparable with global standards 

for exports and domestic market. 

 The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) in a reply in Lok Sabha informed that the National Intelligence 

Grid or NATGRID will come into operation by the end of next year. 

 The government has launched a drive to enroll one crore beneficiaries under the Pradhan Mantri 

Shram Yogi Maandhan (PM-SYM) and the National Pension Scheme for Traders and Self Employed 

Persons (NPS- Traders) by March next year. 

 Hallmarking of gold jewellery and artefacts will be made mandatory across the country from January 

15, 2021. 

 India has become the 1st country to make the entire process for pilgrims going on Haj completely 

digital. 

 The Comptroller and Auditor General’s report stated that the railways recorded an operating ratio 

of 98.44% in 2017-18.The above operating ratio was the worst in the last 10 years. 

 Ministry of Labour and Employment has designated to celebrate 30 November 2019 - 6 December 

2019 as the Pension Week. 

 The government has launched the 4th round of Regional Connectivity Scheme – UDAN (Ude Desh Ka 

Aam Nagrik) to further enhance the connectivity to remote and regional areas of the country. 

 The Election Commission of India will implement the political parties Registration Tracking 

Management System (RTMS). 

 Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu launched the ‘Bharatiya Poshan Anthem’ in New Delhi. 

 The government is to establish a National Maritime Heritage Museum, at Lothal, a Harappan site on 

the Saurashtra coast in Gujarat. 

 Government launched the Operation Clean Art across India. 

 Union HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ and Minister of State for Youth Affairs & Sports 

Kiren Rijiju has jointly launched the Fit India School Rating System. 

 The nation is paying homage to Bharat Ratna Dr BR Ambedkar on his 64th Mahaparinirvan Diwas 

(death anniversary) on 6 December. 

 Centre has declared Port of Mongla and Chattogram as Ports of Call under Protocol on Inland Water 

Transit and Trade (PIWT&T) between India and Bangladesh. 
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 The Central Government launched the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) as a long-term, time-

bound, national-level strategy to tackle the air pollution problem across the country in a 

comprehensive manner. 

 Jharkhand's Mahuamilan railway station has become the 5,500th station to get the facility free WiFi 

provided by the Railways has provided across the country. 

 The Federation of Indian Association (FIA) has invited Super 30 founder Anand Kumar to a function 

on the eve of India’s Republic Day celebrations in New York. 

 The “Duchifat-3”, Israeli student’s made satellite will be launched from ISRO’s Sriharikota launch 

site. “Duchifat-3” is a satellite jointly built by Herzliya Science Center and Sha’ar HaNegev High 

School students of Israel. 

 President Ram Nath Kovind laid the foundation stone to the memorial being built in memory of the 

Paika rebellion, a 200-year-old armed revolt in 1817 against the British East India Company in 

Odisha. 

 Ministry of Defence (MoD) organized a special plogging awareness drive rally in Delhi Cantt as part 

of Swachhta Pakhwada. 

 US retail major Walmart will train 50,000 entrepreneurs from the micro, small & medium 

enterprises (MSME) sector. 

 The Nilgiri Mountain Railway (NMR) conducted a special service for foreign tourists on 9 December. 

 The union government formulated a special action plan for the development of tourism in Sri 

Anandpur Sahib parliamentary constituency under the Swadesh Darshan Scheme. 

 Minister of State for Commerce and Industry and Minister of State Independent Charge of Civil 

Aviation and Housing and Urban Affairs, Hardeep Singh Puri, gave away the Engineering Export 

Promotion Awards (EEPC) for the year 2017-2018 at a function in New Delhi. 

 The external affairs ministry is organizing the 6th Indian Ocean Dialogue and Delhi Dialogue XI in 

New Delhi during December 13-14. The theme for the Indian Ocean Dialogue is “Indo-Pacific: Re-

imagining the Indian Ocean through an Expanded Geography”, while the theme for the Delhi 

Dialogue is “Advancing Partnership in Indo-Pacific”. 

 Ministry of Culture launched the Indian Culture web portal in New Delhi. It was launched by the 

State for Culture and Tourism (IC), Shri Prahlad Singh Patel. 

 Department of Social Justice and Empowerment has started the scheme of National award for 

outstanding service in the field of Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug abuse. 

 In Jammu and Kashmir, a first of its kind workshop on Bamboo cultivation will be held on 19th and 

20 of this month in Jammu. 

 Archaeological Survey of India has identified 138 numbers of monuments as Must-See Monuments 

and information thereof is made available on “Must See” portal of Archaeological Survey of India. 

 A National Tribal Dance Festival will be held in Chhattisgarh’s capital Raipur from December 27 to 

29. 

 Chief Minister YS Jaganmohan Reddy launched Dr YSR Aarogyasri Aasara scheme at the Guntur 

General Hospital in Guntur. The main aim of the scheme is providing Post-Operative Sustenance 

allowance of Rs 225 per day or Rs 5000 per month during the recuperative period after treatment 

 The Indigenous Faith Day was celebrated on December 1 throughout Arunachal Pradesh with day-

long programme. The IFCSAP calendar was also launched in the event. 
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 The 10 Days Hornbill Festival began with a colourful blend of culture and tradition with a modern 

twist at Naga Heritage Kisama in Nagaland. This is the 20th edition of Hornbill Festival. 

 The two-day Regional Conference on ‘Ek Bharat Shreshta Bharat’ focusing on ‘Jal Shakti’ and 

‘Disaster Management’ concluded with adoption of Sahyog-Sankalp resolution in Jammu. 

 India and Japan held their inaugural foreign and defence ministerial dialogue held in New Delhi with 

an aim to give further momentum to their special strategic partnership, particularly in the maritime 

domain. 

 

 A Memorandum of Intent (MoI) has been signed between Sweden, AIIMS, New Delhi and AIIMS, 

Jodhpur to set up a healthcare innovation centre to promote research, broadly in non-

communicable diseases (NCDs) and help scale-up Indian startups in the sector. 

 The Kerala Police launched a ‘Helmet Challenge’ through its Facebook after the government 

declared it mandatory for the pillion riders to wear helmets in the state from December 1, 2019. 

 India handed over a patrol  vessel  named  “KAAMIYAAB”  to  the  Maldives  National  Defence  Force 

(MNDF) during a video conference between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Maldivian President 

Ibrahim Mohamed Solih. 

 Centre is launching nationwide vaccination drive Indradhanush 2.0 to prevent eight diseases under 

Intensified Mission Indradhanush 2.0 . 

 Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu launched the “Bharatiya Poshan Anthem” which aims at taking the 

message of making India malnutrition-free by 2022 to all corners of the country. 

 Chief Minister of Odisha, Naveen Patnaik launched a smart learning phone application “Madhu” app 

for school children. 

 Delhi Traffic Police signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) World Resource Institute, India 

in a bid to improve traffic management and reduce congestion in New Delhi. 

 The Mumbai Central station of Railways was conferred with the ‘Eat Right Station’ certification with 

four stars rating by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) as a part of ‘Eat Right 

India’ movement launched last year. 

 According to survey released by Transparency International, fewer Indians paid bribes in the last one 

year than in the preceding 12 months. The percentage of respondents who admitted to paying a 

bribe was 51% this year, as compared to 56% in the previous survey. However, the figure for 2019 

was higher than that for 2017, when it was 45% 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that a unique contest for the students of Class IX to XII 

will be held in January 2020 under the Pariksha pe Charcha (PPC) 2020 programme, to reduce exam 

stress. The winners will get to attend PPC 2020 early next year. The themes given for the PPC 2020 

are ‘Gratitude is Great’, ‘Your future depends on your aspirations’, ‘Examining Exams’, ‘Our duties, 

you take’ and ‘Balance is Beneficial’. 

 India extended Line of Credits for one water supply and two solar projects in Guinea. The 

development of the solar projects reflected Guinea’s commitment to the International Solar Alliance 

(ISA). 
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 According to the World Health Organisation’s (WHO) World Malaria Report 2019, says India was one 

of the two high burden countries(India & Uganda) that achieved a 28 per cent reduction in malaria 

cases in 2018. WHO reiterated accelerated efforts by member countries to achieve zero malaria by 

2030. 

 Election Commission of India has reviewed the system and process of registration of political parties. 

The new guidelines will be effective from 1st January, 2020. Accordingly the “Political Parties 

Registration Tracking Management System” (PPRTMS) will be implemented through an online 

portal. 

 The Indian Ministry of Railways has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the 

Department for International Development (DFID) in the UK to achieve energy efficiency and self-

sufficiency for Indian Railways. 

 Punjab Government has partnered with the World Economic Forum (WEF) to design a Public-Private 

pilot on shared, clean and electric mobility. 

 India has successfully carried out a night test-firing of the over 300 km strike-range Prithvi ballistic 

missile off  the coast of Balasore by the Strategic Forces Command. 

 A national initiative – YuWaah – aimed at imparting skills among the youth and providing 

employment to more than 300 million young Indians was launched by Women and Child 

Development Minister Smriti Irani with an alliance of national and international partners, including 

Unicef. 

 The Ministry of Home Affairs sanctioned Rs 100 crores from the ‘Nirbhaya’ Fund for setting up and 

strengthening of women help desks at police stations across the country. 

 Union Minister Nitin Gadkari said that Rs 24,396.19 crore was collected from fee plazas of the 

National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) across the country in 2018-19. 

 The Assam government has set up 15 Anti-Depredation Squads of the Forest department to deal 

with human- wildlife conflicts in the state. 

 Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal inaugurated the third edition of National Public 

Procurement Conclave in New Delhi. 

 According  to  a  new  report  from  Britain-based  tech  research  firm  Comparitech, India  is  fifth   

worst country after China, Malaysia, Pakistan and the US in terms of extensive and invasive use of 

biometric data. 

 Union Minister Smriti Irani said that, the Centre is implementing an umbrella Integrated Child 

Development Services (ICDS) scheme for holistic development of children in the age group of 0-6 

years, adolescent girls, pregnant women and lactating mothers. 

 The Centre released the list of 10 best police stations across the country with Aberdeen Police 

Station in Andaman district of Andaman and Nicobar grabbing the first position. 

 Rajya Sabha Chairman Venkaiah Naidu announced the formation of a 14-member informal group to 

study issues related to pornographic content on the Internet and social media platforms. 

 Department of Social Justice and Empowerment has started the scheme of National award for 

outstanding services in the field of Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug abuse. 

 Global market research company Euromonitor International has published a list of Top 100 City 

Destinations for 2019. Seven Indian cities, including the capital Delhi, have made it to the top 100 
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city Destinations ranking this year. Notably, the number 1 spot has been grabbed by Hong Kong 

while New York City is the most popular American destination on the 2019 ranking list. 

 According to the seventh edition of the India Skills Report 2020, Maharashtra topped the list of 

states with the highest employable talent, followed by Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh while Mumbai, 

Hyderabad and Pune stood out as the most employable cities 

 Uttar Pradesh State government approved the construction of an extension line of the Noida-

Greater Noida Metro. 

 National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), in collaboration with the Government of 

Karnataka, organized a two-day national workshop titled on Preparedness, Mitigation, and 

Management of Heat Wave in Bengaluru, Karnataka 

 The Union Minister for food processing inaugurated Avantee mega Food Park in Dewas, Madhya 

Pradesh. 

 The 2nd Nagaland Honey Bee Day was celebrated on 5 December 2019 at the Heritage, Old DC 

Bungalow, Kohima, Nagaland. 

 The Odisha government is to merge the State's Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income 

Augmentation (Kalia) scheme with the Centre's Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-Kisan) 

yojana due to financial constraint. 

 The central government has sanctioned a sum Rs.100 crores from Nirbhaya Fund to set up and 

strengthen Women Help Desks in Police Stations. 

 Chief Minister K.Chandrasekhar Rao has released a book in Telugu on ‘Kaleswaram Project — 

Telangana’s chariot of Progress’ authored by Officer on Special Duty, Irrigation to the Chief Minister, 

Sridhar Rao Deshpande. 

 Jammu and Kashmir Government has approved the Leave Travel Concession (LTC) in favour of its 

employees. 

 The First Pashu Kisan credit cards in India were distributed to 101 animal farmers in Bhiwani, 

Haryana on 6 December at the Animal Farmers Credit Card Scheme launching ceremony. 

 Human Library event, a concept which seeks to replace books with humans, will be held in the City 

of Palaces, Mysuru, Karnataka. 

 Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar has inaugurated Gurgaon’s ambitious Integrated 

Command and Control Centre (ICCC). 

 The Delhi government launched a booklet on the life and teachings of Dr. BR Ambedkar for students 

of class 6-8 in government schools. 

 Draj Bridge for all-weather connectivity inaugurated in Jammu and Kashmir Rajouri 

 45 new fast track courts will be set up in Odisha. The 21 courts would be dedicated to cases of rape 

and sexual harassment of women. 

 Odisha won the bronze in ‘World Habitat Award’ for Jaga Mission also called Odisha Liveable Habitat 

Mission (OLHM), a slum land titling project executed for the benefit of millions of urban-poor people 

living in slums. 

 Andhra Pradesh is to set up a virtual police station (VPS) in the Andhra University (AU). It will be the 

first of its kind. 

 Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy inaugurated the Virtual Police Station at Andhra University. 

This is the first such facility in the State of Andhra Pradesh. 
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 The Andhra Pradesh Cabinet approved the draft Disha Act to ensure rape verdicts in 21 days. Chief 

Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy announced that the State government will make amendments to 

the AP Criminal Law Act to hand out harsh punishments after a swift process. 

 In Madhya Pradesh, popular classical music festival ‘Tansen Samaroh’ began with traditional style in 

Gwalior with the recitations of Harikatha and Milad 

 Jammu and Kashmir has been selected by the Union Ministry of Rural Development for the national 

award in the best performing category for implementing the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 

(PMGSY). 

 Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has launched the ‘Jalsathi’ programme to ensure supply of 

safe drinking water to all households in the state. 

 Centre is to set up the first-ever Special Economic Zone (SEZ) in Tripura. The announcement was 

made by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

 Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot inaugurated the first Janta clinic at Valmiki Basti in Malviya 

Nagar, Jaipur 

 The Meghalaya Assembly unanimously adopted a resolution urging the Government of India to 

implement Inner Line Permit in the state under the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873. 

 Karnataka State government is to launch a new mobile application with an aim to solve the 

problems of school teachers and lecturers of pre-university colleges. The app will be launched in the 

month of January 2020. 

 Jignesh Patel, a fellow at the Center for Healthcare Entrepreneurship (CfHE) at IIT Hyderabad, 

launched a Vaccination on Wheels Clinic in Pune. 

 Prof. Krishnasamy VijayRaghavan, Principal Scientific Adviser to the Govt of India launched a 

national program called “EChO Network” in New Delhi. The EChO network provides a template for 

cross-disciplinary leadership in India. 

 Uttar Pradesh government to facilitate business loans worth more than Rs 62,000 crore to the 

beleaguered micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSME) in the current financial year 2019-20. 

 Fifteenth Finance Commission Shri N K Singh met the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Shri YS 

Jagan Mohan Reddy in Vijaywada 

 Sikkim laid the foundation stone of Integrated Organic Food Processing units of Sikkim IFFCO 

Organics Ltd. in Rangpo, East Sikkim. 

 Rajasthan Chief Minister inaugurated its first “Janta clinic” at in the Malviya Nagar area of Jaipur. 

This clinic open to provide free primary health care to people living in slums. 

 Andhra Pradesh chief minister YS Jaganmohan Reddy launched the ‘YSR Nethanna Nestham’ scheme 

at Dharmavaram in Anantapur district. 

 Haryana State Level Sanctioning Committee of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana approved 

projects of Rs 

 552.73 crore. 

 The first edition of Mandu Festival begins at Mandu, picturesque fort city of Madhya Pradesh. The 

event is organized by Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board. 

 Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik launched the online platform for the issuance of income certificate, 

residence certificate, caste certificate without any fees, and based on the self-certification system of 

asking for the Solvency certificate by the departments. 

JO
KTA C

ADEMY



September to January 2020 current affairs 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO 78-79 SECTOR 15D CHANDIGARH PH 9779464475  249 
 

 Himachal Pradesh government decided to exempt women from paying the application fee for 

government recruitment exams. 

 Madhya Pradesh, the 5-day Mandu festival, started in Mandu, a world-famous picturesque tourist 

destination located in Dhar district of the state. 

 Manohar Lal Khattar, Chief Minister (CM) of Haryana inaugurated the TRAKEA barcoding system of 

Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL) at Madhuban, Haryana.Haryana became the first state in the 

country to introduce this unique barcoding system. 

 Gujarat became the seventh state police force in India to be bestowed with the honour of the 

President’s Colours. 

 In Madhya Pradesh, popular classical music festival ‘Tansen Samaroh’ began with traditional style in 

Gwalior with the recitations of Harikatha and Milad. The five-day festival is celebrated every year in 

the memory of one of the most eminent singers of Indian history, ‘Mian Tansen’. 

 Tamil Nadu’s Molugamboondi has topped the 2019 rankings of gram panchayats in the country, 

scoring high on implementation of development and infrastructure programmes under the Mission 

Antyodaya scheme. 

 Chennai residents can now buy and sell reusable and recycled products online as the Greater 

Chennai Corporation launched a new website that facilitates waste-trading. 

 The Chhattisgarh government has conducted various programmes under the scheme ‘Suposhan 

Abhiyan’ in local languages in Bastar with the help of local artists. 

 Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik launched “Jal Sathi” initiative to engage the women from self-

help groups in water distribution and consumer management with the aim of women 

empowerment. 

 According to Randstad Insights Salary Trends Report 2019, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Mumbai are 

the highest paying cities in India. 

 The 11-day long ‘Dhanu Jatra’ begins at Bargarh in western Odisha. Dhanu Jatra is considered as the 

largest open-air theatre of the world. 

 Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal launched the torch relay of the Third Khelo India Youth 

Games. 
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