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 Rules for Filing Complaints with Lokpal Notified 
Why in News? 
Almost a year after the country’s first Lokpal was appointed,the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and 
Pensions has notified the Lokpal rules. The notification, under Section 59 of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, lays 
down the rules called the Lokpal (Complaint) Rules, 2020. 
Lokpal (Complaint) Rules, 2020: 
The Department of Personnel and Training has issued a notification providing the rules and prescribed format for 
filing complaints with the Lokpal. 
Identity Proof: 

 According to the complaint form, a complainant has to give a valid proof of identity, as specified therein. 

 Foreign nationals can also lodge complaints.However, only a copy of their passports will be accepted as 
proof of identity. 

Mode of Complaint: 
 The complaint can be filed electronically, by post or in person. 

 In case the complaint is filed electronically, it’s hard copy has to be submitted to the Lokpal within 15 
days. 

 No complaints can be filed against a public servant under the Army Act, Navy Act, Air Force Act and the 
Coast Guard Act. 

Language: 
 A complaint may ordinarily be made in English, provided that the Lokpal may also entertain a complaint 

in any of the languages referred to in the Eighth Schedule to the Constitution. 

 The complaints, whose contents are illegible, vague or ambiguous, which are trivial or frivolous, do not 
contain any allegation, are not filed within the limitation period of seven years, or are pending before 
any other court, tribunal or authority, will have to be disposed of within 30 days. 

Protection of Identity: 
 The identity of the complainant or the accused official will be protected by the Lokpal till the 

conclusion of inquiry or investigation. 

 However, the protection will not be applicable in cases where the complainant herself reveals her 
identity to any other office or authority while making the complaint to Lokpal. 

Complaint filed against a sitting or former Prime Minister: 
 The entire lokpal bench will decide if an inquiry should be initiated. 

 It adds that if such a complaint is dismissed, records of the inquiry will neither be published nor made 
available to anyone. 

Complaint filed against a Union minister or a Member of Parliament: 
 It has to be decided by a bench of not less than three members of the Lokpal. 

Background: 
 The Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013 provided for the establishment of Lokpal for the Union and 

Lokayukta for States. 

 These institutions are statutory bodies without any constitutional status. 

 They perform the function of an “ombudsman” and inquire into allegations of corruption against certain 
public functionaries and for related matters. 

Lokpal: 
 Lokpal is an apex body to deal with cases of corruption at the national level. 

 Jurisdiction: The Prime Minister, Ministers, Members of Parliament and officers and officials of the 
Central Government. 

 The Act also incorporates provisions for attachment and confiscation of property acquired by corrupt 
means, even while the prosecution is pending. 

            Polity and Governance 
 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rules-for-filing-complaints-with-lokpal-notified
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Chairperson: 
 The person who is to be appointed as the chairperson of the Lokpal should be either of the following: 

 Either the former Chief Justice of India Or the former Judge of Supreme Court Or an eminent person 
with impeccable integrity and outstanding ability, having special knowledge and expertise of minimum 
25 years in the matters relating to anti-corruption policy, public administration, vigilance, finance 
including insurance and banking, law and management. 

The following persons cannot become chairperson of Lokpal: 

 MPs and MLAs Persons convicted of any offense involving moral turpitude 

 Members of Panchayats or Municipality, 

 A person who was removed or dismissed from the public service, 

 A person who holds any office of trust / profit; if so, he would need to resign from Lokpal. 

 A person who is affiliated with a political party 

Members: 
 Out of the maximum eight members, half will be judicial members. 

 Minimum fifty per cent of the Members will be from SC / ST / OBC / Minorities and women. 

 The judicial member of the Lokpal should be either a former Judge of the Supreme Court or a former 
Chief Justice of a High Court. 

 The non-judicial member should be an eminent person with impeccable integrity and outstanding 
ability, having special knowledge and expertise of minimum 25 years in the matters relating to anti-
corruption policy, public administration, vigilance, finance including insurance and banking, law and 
management. 

Term of Office: 
 The term of office for Lokpal Chairman and Members is 5 years or till attaining age of 70 years. 

 The salary, allowances and other conditions of service of chairperson are equivalent to Chief Justice of 
India and members is equivalent to Judge of Supreme Court. 

 If the person is already getting the pension (for being a former judge), the equivalent pension amount 
will be deducted from the salary. 

 The source of salary for Lokpal and Members is Consolidated Fund of India. 

 If the chairperson dies in office or has resigned from the post, the President can authorise the senior-
most Member to act as the Chairperson until the new chairperson is appointed. 

 If the chairperson is not available for certain functions due to leave, his job will be done by the senior 
most member. 

Powers: 
 The Lokpal will have the power of superintendence and direction over any investigation agency 

including CBI for cases referred to them by the ombudsman. 

 As per the Act, the Lokpal can summon or question any public servant if there exists a prima facie case 
against the person, even before an investigation agency (such as vigilance or CBI) has begun the probe. 

 Any officer of the CBI investigating a case referred to it by the Lokpal, shall not be transferred without 
the approval of the Lokpal. 

 An investigation must be completed within six months. However, the Lokpal or Lokayukta may allow 
extensions of six months at a time provided the reasons for the need of such extensions are given in 
writing. 

 Special courts will be instituted to conduct trials on cases referred by Lokpal. 
Lokpal itself is also subjected to the Law: 

 The Act also includes the Lokpal’s own members under the definition of “public servant”. 

 The Chairperson, Members, officers and other employees of the Lokpal shall be deemed, when acting or 
purporting to act in pursuance of any of the provisions of this Act to be public servants. 

 It shall also apply to public servants in and outside India. 

 It clarifies that a complaint under this Act shall only relate to a period during which the public servant 
was holding or serving in that capacity. 

Dwar Praday Yojana (Door Delivery System) 
Why in News? 
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Dwar Praday Yojana is a pilot project that was recently started in Indore by the Government of Madhya Pradesh. 

About Dwar Praday Yojana: 
The Applicants living within the Indore Municipal Corporation (IMC) get five types of documents 

 Domicile certificate, 
 Income certificate, 
 Birth certificate, 
 Death Certificate and 
 Copy of Khasra-Khatauni (a land ownership document) 

 Delivered at their home within 24 hours of applying online. 

 It has engaged a local courier agency, which delivers the documents after collecting them from public 
service centres. 

 It is a central government initiative to improve the government’s service Delivery Mechanism. 

National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS) 
Why in News? 
16 lakh candidates benefit from the National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme. 

 

National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS): 
 It was launched with the objective of providing Apprenticeship Training to 50 lakh youth by 2020. 

 Under the scheme, the Government will share 25% of the prescribed stipend subject to a maximum of 
Rs 1500/- per month per apprentice with the employers. 

 It has a user friendly on-line portal designed to facilitate easy processing of the entire apprenticeship 
cycle. 

 State Apprenticeship Advisers (SAAs) and Regional Directorates of Apprenticeship (RDAIs) act as 
implementing agencies in their respective state/Regions. 

 To improve the industry connect, Directorate General of Training (DGE&T), M/o Skill Development & 
Entrepreneurship has adopted the German model of Vocational Education system in India by Introducing 
Dual System of Training (DST). 

 Dual System combines practical training in the industry and theoretical training along with foundation 
practical in ITI (s) which leads to better ITI — Industry linkage. 

 Under this, ITIs (industrial training institutes) are required to enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with industries under information to the respective State 

ECI not in Favour of State Political Fundings for Polls 
Why in News? 
Recently, the Minister of State for Finance has informed Lok Sabha that the Election Commission of India (ECI) 
is not in favour of state funding of elections. 

About 
 The ECI has stated that it would not be able to prohibit or check candidates’ expenditure or expenditure 

by others over and above that which is provided for by the state. 

 It has also mentioned that for addressing the real issues with political fundings, there need to be 
changed in the following elements of the election funding process : 
 Receipts of funds by political parties. 
 The manner in which received funds are spent by the political parties. 
 Complete transparency in the political funding process. 
 The scrutiny over the above aspects will help to bring better transparency in political funding. 

Background 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/eci-not-in-favour-of-state-political-fundings-for-polls
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 The state funding of elections was recommended by the Indrajit Gupta Committee in 1998. 

 ECI allows airtime to recognised national and State parties for campaigning on state media. 

 It had recommended that funding should be given in the form of free facilities provided to these parties 
and their candidates. 

 Law Commission Report (1999) 
 It had stated that a state funding of elections is ‘desirable’ provided that political parties are 

prohibited from taking funds from other sources. 

National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution (2000) 
 It did not support state funding of elections but mentioned that the appropriate framework for the 

regulation of political parties would need to be implemented before state funding is considered. 

Current Scenario of Political Funding 

 Political Funding implies the methods that political parties use to raise funds to finance their campaign 
and routine activities. 

 Methods of Political Funding in India: 
 Individual Persons:Section 29B of RPA allows political parties to receive donations from individual 

persons. 
 Indirect State Funding:It includes methods except direct funding, like free access to media, free 

access to public places for rallies, free or subsidized transport facilities. It is allowed in India in a 
regulated manner. 

 Corporate Funding:In India, donations by corporate bodies are governed by the Companies Act, 
2013. 

 Electoral Trusts:A non-profit company created in India for orderly receipt of voluntary contributions 
from any person like an individual or a domestic company. 

Issues with Political Funding 

 One of the biggest disadvantages of corporate funding is the use of fake companies to route black 
money. 

 Influence of people and companies over political parties to which they provide funds. 

 There are various gaps in Indian rules, the benefit of which political parties take to avoid any kind of 
reporting. 

 Hidden sources of funding lead to more spending of funds in election campaigns, thus impacting the 
economy of the country. 

Conclusion 
State funding of election though recommended by many committees is not accepted by ECI and the government 
due to the inherent problems. But these are lesser than those that arise from corporate or black funding of 
elections. It is therefore imperative on ECI and the government to approve state funding of elections. 

Jeevan Kaushal Curriculum 
Why in News? 
Union Minister of State for Human Resource Development has launched the Curriculum for Life Skills 
(JeevanKaushal) programme designed by University Grants Commission (UGC).  
Importance of this new curriculum  

 The curriculum is designed to impart and strengthen the knowledge,skills and dispositions believed to 
be the best requisites of the current Industry and thereby empower the talent inherent in each learner. 

 Life Skills like communication skill, interpersonal skill, time management, problem solving ability, 
decision making capacity, leadership ability and integrity play a crucial role in boosting the 
employability of the students. 

 Life skills (JeevanKaushal) curriculum cover the set of human talents acquired by an individual via 
classroom learning or life experience that can help them to deal with problems encountered in day to 
day life. 

 This includes the core skills each individual must possess internally as well as externally for the 
betterment of self and the society as a whole. 

 Adoption of life skills is the key to success and quality in life. 

 It will lead to improvement in the collective efficiency of country’s young population. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/jeevan-kaushal-curriculum
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Solar Charkha Mission 
Why in News? 
Union Minister for MSME informed Lok Sabha that 36 proposals have been shortlisted by KVIC for Solar Charkha 
Mission. 

Key points 
 The Solar Charkha Missionis an enterprise driven scheme and envisages setting up of ‘Solar Charkha 

Clusters’ which will have 200 to 2042 beneficiaries (Spinners, Weavers, Stitchers and other skilled 
artisans). 

 One cluster would involve a maximum subsidy of Rs. 9.60 crore provided in form of Capital subsidy for 
individual and Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV), interest subvention for working capital and capacity 
building. 

 These solar charkhas are to be operated using solar power which is a renewable energy source. It will 
help in the development of Green Economy as it is an environment friendly programme. It will 
also generate sustainable employment for the artisans. 

Background 
 The Solar Charkha Mission is a Ministry of Micro Small & Medium Enterprises (MSME) initiative 

launched during June 2018. 

 A pilot project on Solar Charkha was implemented at Khanwa village, Nawada District of Bihar in 
2016. Based on the success of the pilot project, the Government of India had accorded approval to set up 
50 such clusters with a budget of Rs. 550 Crore for 2018-19 and 2019-20. 

 The scheme is envisaged to generate direct employment nearly to one lakh persons in the approved 
clusters. 

Scheme Objectives 
 To ensure inclusive growth by generation of employment, especially for women and 

youth, and sustainable development through solar charkha clusters in rural areas. 

 To boost rural economy and help in arresting migration from rural to urban areas. 

 To leverage low-cost, innovative technologies and processes for sustenance. 

Competition Commission of India 
Why in News 
The Competition Commission of India (CCI) organised the Fifth National Conference on Economics of Competition 
Law at the India Habitat Centre, New Delhi. 

The Competition Act 

 The Competition Act, 2002, as amended by the Competition (Amendment) Act, 2007, follows the 
philosophy of modern competition laws. 

 The Act prohibits anti-competitive agreements, abuse of dominant position by enterprises and regulates 
combinations (acquisition, acquiring of control and M&A), which causes or likely to cause an appreciable 
adverse effect on competition within India. 

Competition Commission of India 
 Competition Commission of India is a statutory body responsible for enforcing the objectives of the 

Competition Act, 2002. 

 CCI has been established by the Central Government with effect from 14th October 2003. 

 Composition: A Chairperson and 6 Members appointed by the Central Government. 

Duty of the Commission: 
 To eliminate practices having adverse effects on competition. 
 Promote and sustain competition. 
 Protect the interests of consumers. 
 Ensure freedom of trade in the markets of India. 

 The Commission is also required to give opinion on competition issues on a reference received from a 
statutory authority established under any law and to undertake competition advocacy, create public 
awareness and impart training on competition issues. 

AYUSH Grid and NAMASTE Portal 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/solar-charkha-mission
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/competition-commission-of-india-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ayush-grid-and-namaste-portal
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Why in News? 
Recently,the Minister of State for AYUSH has informed the Lok Sabha about the development of the AYUSH Grid 
and NAMASTE Portal. 

About NAMASTE Portal: 
 National AYUSH Morbidity and Standardized Terminologies Electronic (NAMASTE) Portal was launched in 

the year 2017. 

 The portal provides standardized terminologies & morbidity codes for Ayurveda, Siddha and Unani 
systems of medicines.Morbidity codes provide a comprehensive classification of diseases described in 
the traditional medicines system. 

About AYUSH Grid: 
 National AYUSH Morbidity and Standardized Terminologies Electronic Portal (NAMASTE Portal) was 

launched on 17th October, 2017 (2nd Ayurveda day). 

 The National Ayurveda Day is celebrated every year on the occasion of Dhanwantari Jayanti 
(Dhanteras). 

Aim:To bring onboard all AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy) facilities 
including hospitals and laboratories and to promote traditional systems of healthcare. 

KIRAN Scheme 
Why in News? 
The Knowledge Involvement in Research Advancement through Nurturing (KIRAN) Scheme is one of the several 
pioneering initiatives started by the Department of Science and Technology (DST) for promoting women in 
science. 

Key Points 
 The Department of Science and Technology (DST) is implementing ‘Knowledge Involvement in Research 

Advancement through Nurturing (KIRAN)’ Scheme to provide various career opportunities to women 
scientists and technologists. 

 It is primarily aimed to bring gender parity in the Science & Technology sector by inducting more 
women talent in the research & development domain through various programmes. 

 It also provides fellowship support ranging from Rs 25000 to 55000 to women ranging in the age group 
27 to 57 years for continuing higher education in Science and Technology after a break in career. 

National Judicial Pay Commission 

Why in News? 
Recently, a Supreme Court Bench has made it clear to the States and Union Territories (UTs) that 
recommendations made by the Second National Judicial Pay Commission to nearly triple the pay and 
allowances for subordinate judiciary should be implemented proactively. 

 The Supreme Court highlighted, in its February 28, 2020 order, that a financially self-sufficient 
subordinate judiciary was pivotal for the existence of an independent judiciary. 

Second National Judicial Pay Commission 
 The Commission was constituted in 2017 pursuant to the order of the Supreme Court in All India Judges 

Association case, under Article 32 (Constitutional Remedies) of the Constitution. 

 It is headed by former Judge of Supreme Court Justice P. Venkatrama Reddi. 

 Few of the  objectives  of the Commission are: 
 To evolve the principles governing the pay structure and emoluments of Judicial Officers belonging 

to the Subordinate Judiciary all over the country. 
 To examine the present structure of emoluments and conditions of services of Judicial Officers in 

the States and Union Territories and to make suitable recommendations including post-retirement 
benefits such as pension, etc. 

 To consider and recommend such interim relief as the Commission considers just and proper to all 
categories of Judicial Officers. 

 To make recommendations regarding setting up of a permanent mechanism to review the pay and 
service conditions of members of Subordinate Judiciary periodically by an independent 
Commission. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/kiran-scheme
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-judicial-pay-commission
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 The Supreme Court observed that the Commission may consider, if necessary, sending reports on any of 
the matters as and when recommendations are finalised. 

 The Commission has been empowered to devise its own procedure and formulate the 
modalities necessary for accomplishing the task. 

First National Judicial Pay Commission 
 It was constituted in 1996, pursuant to the order of the Supreme Court of India in All India Judges 

Association case. 

 It was headed by Justice K. Jagannatha Shetty, former Judge of the Supreme Court. 
 It was also referred to as the Justice Shetty Commission. 

 The commission gave a comprehensive report in the year 1999, covering not merely the pay structure, 
allowances and conditions of service of Judicial Officers but also various other aspects concerning the 
Courts and judicial administration. 

National Creche Scheme 

In News: 
 As on 11th March 2020, 6453 creches are functional across the country under NCS 

 National Creche Scheme (earlier named as Rajiv Gandhi National Creche Scheme) is being implemented 
as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme. 

 Objective: To provide day care facilities to children (age group of 6 months to 6 years) of working 
mothers. 

 The salient features of the National Creche Scheme are as follows: 
 Daycare Facilities including Sleeping Facilities. 
 Early Stimulation for children below 3 years and pre-school Education for 3 to 6 years old children. 
 Supplementary Nutrition ( to be locally sourced) 
 Growth Monitoring 

 Health Check-up and Immunization 

Essential Commodities Act 
In News: 

 Essential Commodities Act, 1955, intends to provide, in the interest of the general public, for the 
control of the production, supply and distribution of, and trade and commerce, in certain 
commodities. 

 The act is regulated and administered by the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 
Distribution. 

 Under the EC Act, the States and Union Territories can ensure that manufacturers enhance their 
production capacity so that masks and hand sanitizers are widely available to consumers. 

 The invocation of EC Act has empowered the Centre as well as states to regulate the production, quality, 
distributions of masks and hand sanitizers. 

 It will also help to smoothen the sale and availability of the above items and carry out operations 
against speculators. 

 Consumer Affairs Ministry has also invoked the Prevention of Black Marketing and Maintenance of 
Supplies of Essential Commodities Act, 1980 which would carry out action against those involved in 
overpricing and black marketing of the products. 

 Recently, the central government has notified that masks (2 ply and 3 ply surgical masks, N95 masks) 
and hand sanitizers as essential commodities up to June 30, 2020, under the Essential Commodities 
Act, 1955 (EC Act). 

 The invocation of the EC Act aims to ensure that these products, key for preventing the spread of Covid-
19 infection, are available to people at the right price and of the right 
quality. 

Tara Tarini Temple 
Why in News? 
The annual Chaitra Jatra festival scheduled to be held on 17th March, 2020 
at Odisha’s Tara Tarini hill shrine has been cancelled as a precautionary 
measure against COVID-19infection. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1584347042_image1.p
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-creche-scheme-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/tara-tarini-temple
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 The festival is held on each Tuesday in the month of Chaitra, which falls in March-April as per the English 
calendar. 

Key Points 
 Tara Tarini hill shrine, located at a hilltop on banks of the Rushikulya river, is a major centre of Shakti 

worship in Odisha. 

 The twin goddesses Tara and Tarini represent one Shakti and are the  main deity of Ganjam district 
(Odisha). 

 
 Tara is an important deity of Mahayana Buddhist Sect. 

 This temple had been built as per traditional Rekha style of Odia temple architectureas per which 
famous Jagannath temple of Puri and Lingaraj temple of Bhubaneswar have been built. 

 Unlike other temples, it wasn’t built under the patronage of a King or a Noble, the temple was set up by 
a Brahmin named Basu Praharaj as per popular legend. 

 Since its inception it has been an established seat of Tantrism. 

 Indian Navy’s sailboat INSV Tarini was named after Tara Tarini hill shrine.The first Indian all-woman 
crew had circumnavigated the globe in INSV Tarini. 

Permanent Commission for Women in Indian Navy 
Why in News? 
Recently, the Supreme Court upheld the right of serving Short Service Commission (SSC) women officers of the 
Navy to be granted Permanent Commission (PC) on a par with their male counterparts. 

 The judgment was based on a case filed by 17 women SSC officers who were denied PC and discharged 
despite completing 14 years of service as SSC officers. 

 The verdict comes after the top court had opened the doors for similarly-placed women officers in the 
Army. 

Key Highlights 
PC for Women : 

 SC has directed that SSC women officers found suitable for the grant of PC shall be entitled to all 
consequential benefits, including arrears of pay, promotions and retirement benefits as and when due. 

 The grant of PCs will be subject to availability of vacancies in the stabilised cadre, suitability of the 
candidate and recommendation by the chief of Naval Staff. 

Criticism of Government’s View: 
 It rejected the submissions of the Centre stating that certain sea-sailing duties are ill-suited for women 

officers as there is no return to the base, unlike in the Army and the Air Force. 

Stand against Discrimination: 
 The Court denied the discrimination on the grounds of physiology, motherhood and physical 

attributes of the women officers in the Indian Navy. 

 Thus the judgement ensured the right to fair and equal treatment with constitutional entitlement to 
dignity at the workplace for women. 

Previous Notifications for PC of Women: 
 The Court stated that the government had already drawn up policies in 1991 and 1998 to give 

Permanent Commission to women in the Navy. 
 The 1991 notification lifted the restriction on the appointment or enrolment of women for 

specified cadres/branches of the Navy. 
 The 1998 notification made women eligible for appointment as officers in all the branches of the 

Indian Navy. 

 It also directed that the stipulation in a policy letter dated September 26, 2008, making the grant of PC 
prospective and restricting its application to specified cadres/branches of the Navy shall not be enforced. 

Indira Gandhi Matritva Poshan Yojana 
Why in News? 

 The scheme was recently announced by the Rajasthan Government on pilot basis in 4 districts. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/permanent-commission-for-women-in-indian-navy
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 The scheme will be implemented in Udaipur, Pratapgath, Banswara and Dungarpur, where nutrition 
indicators among children and anaemia levels among mothers are worse than the average for the State. 

Key features of the scheme: 
 It is a maternity benefit scheme. 

 Under the scheme ₹6,000 will be offered for the birth of the second child. 

 The government aims to reach out to 75,000 beneficiaries annually. It estimates an expenditure of ₹45 
crore per year. 

 The State scheme will complement the Central government’s Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana 
which offers ₹5,000 for the birth of the first child. 

Why focus on second child? 
The government feels that the second child doesn’t receive as much attention as the first child and, therefore, it 
is important to extend this cash benefit to ensure adequate nutrition for the second child. 

About PMMVY: 
 It is a maternity benefit rechristened from erstwhile Indira Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana (IGMSY). 

 The scheme is a conditional cash transfer scheme for pregnant and lactating women. 

 It provides partial wage compensation to women for wage-loss during childbirth and childcare and to 
provide conditions for safe delivery and good nutrition and feeding practices. 

NBCFDC and NISD 
Why in News? 
The Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment is exploring the possibilities of a scheme for persons engaged in 
the act of begging. 

Details: 
 The Scheme would cover identification, rehabilitation, provision of medical facilities, counselling, 

education, and skill development with the support of State Governments/UTs and Voluntary 
Organizations, etc. 

 The Ministry also provides funds to the National Backward Classes Finance & Development Corporation 
(NBCFDC) and the National Institute of Social Defence (NISD) for the development of members of 
beggars’ community. 

National Backward Classes Finance & Development Corporation:[ NBCFDC] 
 NBCFDC is a Government of India Undertaking under the aegis of Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment. 

 It was incorporated under Section 25 of the Companies Act 1956 on 13th January 1992 as a Company 
not for profit. 

 Its objective is to promote economic and developmental activities for the benefit of Backward Classes 
and to assist the poorer section of these classes in skill development and self-employment ventures. 

National Institute of Social Defence:[ NISD] 

 The National Institute of Social Defence (NISD) is an Autonomous Body and is registered under Societies 
Act XXI of 1860 with the Government of National Capital Territory (NCT), Delhi. 

 It is a central advisory body for the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 

 It is the nodal training and research institute in the field of social defence. 

 The institute currently focuses on human resource development in the areas of drug abuse prevention, 
welfare of senior citizens, beggary prevention, transgender and other social defence issues. 

 The mandate of the institute is to provide inputs for the social defence programmes of the Government 
of India through training, research & documentation. 

Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram 
 Why in News? 
Recently, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare informed the Rajya Sabha about the Rashtriya Kishor 
Swasthya Karyakram (RKSK) while discussing the health and well-being of adolescents in the country. 

Key Points: 
 Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram (RKSK) was launched by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

(MoHFW) in 2014. 

 It intends to ensure holistic development of the adolescent population. 
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 The RKSK programme defines an adolescent as a person within 10-19 years of age, in urban and rural 
areas, includes both girls and boys, married and unmarried, poor and affluent, whether they are in 
school or out of school. 

 The programme also focuses on reaching out all adolescents including Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ). 

 To guide the implementation of this programme, MoHFW in collaboration with the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) has developed a National Adolescent Health Strategy. 

 The six thematic areas of RKSK as well as that of the strategy are nutrition, sexual reproductive health, 
substance misuse, non – communicable diseases, mental health and injuries and violence. 

 The programme envisages a paradigm shift from the clinic-based services to the promotion and 
prevention and reaching adolescents in their own environment, such as in schools, families and 
communities. 

The prime elements of the programme are: 
 Adolescent Friendly Health Clinics (AFHCs) across various levels of public health institutions in all the 

States. 

 Weekly Iron Folic Acid Supplementation (WIFS) Programme for school going adolescent boys and girls 
and out of school adolescent girls across the country. 

 Peer Educator Programme in select 200 districts, based on Composite Health Index and identified as 
High Priority Districts (HPDs). 

 The Menstrual Hygiene Scheme that provides funds to the States/UTs for procurement of sanitary 
napkins for Adolescent Girls (aged 10-19 years). 

Supreme Court Invoked Special Powers to Remove a Minister 
Why in News? 
Recently, the Supreme Court invoked its special powers under Article 142 of the Constitution to remove a 
Manipur minister. 

Key Highlights: 
 The Supreme Court removed Thounaojam Shyamkumar Singh, from the state cabinet and restrained 

him “from entering the Legislative Assembly till further orders”. 

 A disqualification petition against the minister was pending before the Speaker since 2017 but the 
Speaker failed to take the decision within a reasonable time period. 

 The Speaker also failed to take any decision within the stipulated time period of 4 weeks as provided by 
the Supreme Court in the 21st January, 2020 order. 

 Article 212 of the Constitution bars courts from inquiring into proceedings of the Legislature. In this 
case, however, prompted by the fact that the Speaker’s conduct has been called into question on several 
occasions, the Court said it was “constrained” to invoke the court’s extraordinary powers under Article 
142 of the Constitution. 

 Earlier, the Manipur High Court, in this matter, had found grounds for disqualification under the Tenth 
Schedule but stopped short of issuing directions. 

 The reason being that question of whether a High Court can direct a Speaker to decide on a 
disqualification petition within a time frame is pending before a Supreme Court Bench. 

Highlights of 21st January 2020 Order: 
 The court in general said that “the Speaker, in acting as a Tribunal under the Tenth Schedule, is bound to 

decide disqualification petitions within a reasonable period”, which “will depend on the facts of each 
case.” 

 The Supreme Court also held that disqualification petitions under the tenth schedule should be 
adjudicated by a mechanism outside Parliament or Legislative Assemblies. 

 The Court has suggested a permanent tribunal headed by a retired Supreme Court judge or a former 
High Court Chief Justice as a new mechanism. However, this would require an amendment to the 
Constitution. 

 Currently, disqualification of members of a House/Assembly is referred to the Speaker of the 
House/Assembly. 

 Rationale behind Court’s suggestion was to ensure that such disputes are decided both swiftly and 
impartially, thus giving real teeth to the provisions contained in the Tenth Schedule. 
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Article 212 in the Constitution Of India  
212. Courts not to inquire into proceedings of the Legislature 

 The validity of any proceedings in the Legislature of a State shall not be called in question on the 
ground of any alleged irregularity of procedure 

  No officer or member of the Legislature of a State in whom powers are vested by or under this 
Constitution for regulating procedure or the conduct of business, or for maintaining order, in the 
Legislature shall be subject to the jurisdiction of any court in respect of the exercise by him of those 
powers CHAPTER IV LEGISLATIVE POWER OF THE GOVERNOR 

 

 

Article 142 in the Constitution Of India  
142. Enforcement of decrees and orders of Supreme Court and unless as to discovery, etc 

 The Supreme Court in the exercise of its jurisdiction may pass such decree or make such order as is 
necessary for doing complete justice in any cause or matter pending before it, and any decree so 
passed or orders so made shall be enforceable throughout the territory of India in such manner as may 
be prescribed by or under any law made by Parliament and, until provision in that behalf is so made, in 
such manner as the President may by order prescribe 

 Subject to the provisions of any law made in this behalf by Parliament, the Supreme Court shall, as 
respects the whole of the territory of India, have all and every power to make any order for the 
purpose of securing the attendance of any person, the discovery or production of any documents, or 
the investigation or punishment of any contempt of itself 

 

 

National Commission for Homeopathy Bill, 2019 

Why in News? 
Recently, the Rajya Sabha passed National Commission for Homeopathy Bill, 2019 to develop and streamline the 
usage of homeopathy in the country. 

Key Features of the Bill 
 Constitution of the National Commission for Homeopathy: 

 The Bill seeks to repeal the Homeopathy Central Council Act, 1973 and aims to provide availability 
of adequate and high quality homeopathic medical professionals. 

 The Bill sets up the National Commission for Homeopathy (NCH), which will consist of 20 
members, appointed by the central government. 

Functions of the National Commission for Homeopathy: 
 Framing policies for regulating medical institutions and homeopathic medical professionals. 
 Assessing the requirements of healthcare related human resources and infrastructure. 
 Ensuring compliance by the State Medical Councils of Homeopathy of the regulations made under 

the Bill. 
 Ensuring coordination among the autonomous boards set up under the Bill. 

Autonomous boards: 
 Homeopathy Education Board: It will be responsible for formulating standards, curriculum, 

guidelines for setting up of medical institutions, and granting recognition to medical qualifications at the 
undergraduate and postgraduate levels respectively. 

 Medical Assessment and Rating Board for Homeopathy: It determines the process of rating 

and assessment of medical institutions and has the power to levy monetary penalties on institutions 
which fail to maintain the minimum standards. It will also grant permission for establishing a new 
medical institution. 

 Board of Ethics and Medical Registration for Homeopathy: It will maintain a National Register of all 
licensed homeopathic medical practitioners, and regulate their professional conduct. Only those medical 
practitioners included in the Register will be allowed to practice homeopathic medicine. 

Advisory Council for Homeopathy: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-commission-for-homeopathy-bill-2019-1
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 The Council will be the primary platform through which the states/union territories can put forth their 
views and concerns before the NCH. 

 Further, the Council will advise the NCH on measures to determine and maintain minimum standards of 
medical education. 

Entrance examinations: 
 There will be a uniform National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test and an exit test for under-graduate 

homeopathy education in all medical institutions regulated by the Bill. 

 The Bill also proposes a National Teachers’ Eligibility Test for postgraduates of homeopathy who wish to 
take up teaching homeopathy as a profession. 

Appeal on matters related to professional and ethical misconduct: 
 If the medical practitioner is aggrieved by the decision of the Board of Ethics and Medical Registration for 

Homoeopathy, he can approach the NCH to appeal against the decision. Appeal of the decision of the 
NCH lies with the central government. 

National Commission for Indian Systems of Medicine (NCIM) Bill, 2019 
Why in News? 
Recently, the Rajya Sabha passed the National Commission for Indian Systems of Medicines (NCIM) Bill, 2019. 

Key Features of the Bill 
Constitution of the National Commission for Indian System of Medicine: 

 The NCISM will consist of 29 members, appointed by the central government. 

Functions of the National Commission for Indian System of Medicine: 
 Framing policies for regulating medical institutions and medical professionals of Indian System of 

Medicine. 

 Ensuring compliance by the State Medical Councils of Indian System of Medicine to the regulations 
made under the Bill. 

 Ensuring coordination among the autonomous boards set up under the Bill. 

Constitution of Autonomous Boards: 
 Board of Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha and Sowa-Rigpa responsible for formulating standards, curriculum, 

guidelines for setting up of medical institutions, and granting recognition to medical qualifications at the 
undergraduate and postgraduate levels in their respective disciplines. 

 Board of assessment and rating to assess as well as to grant permission to educational institutions of 
Indian systems of medicine. 

 Board of ethics and registration of practitioners of Indian systems of medicine to maintain a National 
Register and deal with ethical issues. 

Entrance Exams: 
 In order to ensure transparency it also proposes a common entrance exam and an exit exam that all 

graduates will have to clear to obtain their license to practice Indian medicine. 

 Further, a teacher's eligibility test has been proposed in the Bill to assess the standard of teachers 
before appointment and promotions. 

Advisory Council for Indian System of Medicine: 
 The Advisory Council for Indian System of Medicine will be the primary platform through which the 

states/union territories can put forth their views and concerns before the NCISM. 

 Further, the Council will advise the NCISM on measures to determine and maintain the minimum 
standards of medical education. 

UN World Happiness Report- 2020 
Why in News? 
Recently, World Happiness Report 2020 was released by the Sustainable Development Solutions Network for the 
United Nations on UN’s annual International Day of Happiness. The International Day of Happiness is 
celebrated worldwide every year on 20 March by the UN General Assembly in 2012. 

Key highlights: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/un-world-happiness-report-2020
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 Top Performance- Finland Named World’s Happiest Country for Third Year in a Row. Finland’s residents 
enjoy a high quality of life, security and public services with low level of inequality and poverty than 
OECD countries. 

 Nordic states dominated the top ten, along with countries such as Switzerland, New Zealand and Austria. 
 Luxembourg also edged into the tenth spot for the first time this year 

 Worst Performers- Zimbabwe, South Sudan and Afghanistan classed as the world’s least happy countries 
as they are marred by violent conflicts and extreme poverty. 

 India’s performance- Indiafigures at 140th place, seven spots down from 133rd place a year ago. It ranks 
below than its neighbours. Pakistan is ranked 67th, Bangladesh 125th and China are placed at 93rd. 

About the World Happiness Report 2020: 
 Bhutan proposed a World Happiness Day to the United Nations in 2011, which brought international 

attention to happiness as a measurement of well-being. 

 In 2012, the United Nations General Assembly declared March 20 as World Happiness Day and 
recognized the relevance of happiness and well-being as universal goals and aspirations in the lives of 
human beings around the world. 

 The report took into account measures such as GDP, social support, personal freedom and levels of 
corruption to give each nation a happiness score. 

 This is the eight report since 2012. The rankings of the world’s happiest countries came from an analysis 
of data from surveys in 156 countries, including the Gallup World Poll. 

Sustainable Development Solutions Network: 
 The UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) was set up in 2012 under the auspices of 

the UN Secretary-General. 

 It mobilizes global scientific and technological expertise to promote practical solutions for sustainable 
development, including the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris 
Climate Agreement. 

 SDSN works closely with United Nations agencies, multilateral financing institutions, the private sector, 
and civil society. 

 Tech for Tribals: TRIFED 

Why in News? 
Recently, “Tech For Tribals” program was launched by TRIFED in partnership with Institutes of National 
Importance (INIs) to develop Tribal entrepreneurship. 
About Tech for Tribals: 

 “Tech for Tribal” programme was launched by TRIFED and IIT-Kanpur along with IIT-Roorkee, IIM 
Indore, Kalinga Institute of Social Science, Bhubaneshwar and SRIJAN, Jaipur in the first phase of 
organising tribal entrepreneurship and skill development program. 

 It is supported by the Ministry of MSME. 

Aims and objectives: 
 To transform 5 crore Tribal Entrepreneurs and aims at capacity building and imparting entrepreneurship 

skills to tribal forest produce gatherers enrolled under the Pradhan Mantri VanDhan Yojana (PMVDY). 

 The Programme will develop entrepreneurship skills among the tribals. 

 It will increase tribal produce in a big way. 

 It will increase Motivation and positive psychology. 

Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY): 
 It is an initiative of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and TRIFED and was launched on 14th April 2018. 

 The scheme seeks to improve tribal incomes through value addition of tribal products. 

 Under this, Van Dhan Vikas Kendra is established for providing skill upgradation and capacity building 
training and setting up of primary processing and value addition facility. 

 One typical VDVK comprises of 15 Self Help Groups, each consisting of 20 Tribal gatherers. 

About Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED): 

 To improve socio-economic conditions of the tribal population the Government has formed Tribal 
Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India Limited (TRIFED) in 1987. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/tech-for-tribals-trifed
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 It is a national-level organization functioning under the administrative control of Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs, Govt. of India. 

 The TRIFED helps in providing a good price of the ‘Minor Forest Produce (MFP)’ collected by the tribes of 
the country. 

Objectives of TRIFED- 
 To provide sustainable harvesting of ‘Minor Forest Produce (MFP). 

 To save the tribes from the exploitation by the businessman and middlemen. 

 It helps in providing information related to fair price markets for the ‘ Minor Forest Produce’. 

Aircraft Amendment Bill, 2020 
Why in News? 
Recently, the Lok Sabha has passed the Aircraft (Amendment) Bill, 2020 which seeks to amend the Aircraft Act, 
1934. 

 The Act regulates the manufacture, possession, use, operation, sale, import and export of civil aircrafts 
and licensing of aerodromes. 

Key Features: 
It provides statutory status to 3 bodies under ministry of civil Aviation. These include: 

 Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
 Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) 
 Aircraft Accidents Investigation Bureau (AAIB).  

The bill adds air navigation services to the list for which the central government can make rules.The other 
matters include registration of aircraft, regulating air transport services, and prohibition of flight over any 
specified area. 

Additional Information: 
 Directorate General of Civil Aviation: It is the regulatory body in the field of Civil Aviation, primarily 

dealing with safety issues. It is responsible for regulation of air transport services and for enforcement of 
civil air regulations, air safety, and airworthiness standards. 

 Bureau of Civil Aviation Security: It lays down standards and measures with respect to security of civil 
flights at international and domestic airports in India. 

 Aircraft Accidents Investigation Bureau: It is responsible for classification of “Safety Occurrences” 
involving aircraft operating in the Indian Airspace into Accidents, Serious Incidents and Incidents. 

Mission Raksha Gyan Shakti 
In News: 

 It was launched in 2018 by the Ministry of Defence with the objective of creating greater Intellectual 
Property (IP) in Defence Production Ecosystem. 

 The Directorate General of Quality Assurance (DGQA) has been entrusted with the responsibility of 
coordinating and implementing the programme. 

 The Directorate General of Quality Assurance (DGQA) is under the Department Of Defence 
Production , Ministry of Defence. 

 The organisation provides Quality Assurance (QA) cover for the entire range of Arms, 
Ammunitions, Equipments and Stores supplied to Armed Forces. 

 It aims to achieve the goal of self-reliance in the defense sector to generate Intellectual Property in India 
and marks a departure from the culture of seeking Transfer of Technology (ToT) from foreign sources. 

MPLADS for Medical Facilities 
Why in news? 

 The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) has issued a circular granting one-
time dispensation for utilizing funds under the Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme 
(MPLADS) to address the challenges in the fight against COVID-19. 

 This will facilitate Members of Parliament to recommend funds for purchase of equipments for 
Government Hospitals / Dispensaries for medical testing and screening of patients and also facilitate in 
setting up other related facilities in their respective constituencies. 

Key highlights of the MPLADS uses for the following: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/aircraft-amendment-bill-2020
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/mplads-for-medical-facilities
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 Infra-Red thermometers (Non-contact) to enable doctors and medical personnel to record and track a 
person’s temperature. 

 Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) Kits to keep the medical personnel well-protected and enable 
them to function efficiently by minimizing the risk of transmission. 

 Thermal imaging scanners or cameras for railway stations, airports and other points of entry which allow 
detecting of temperature from a safe distance. 

 CORONA testing kits approved by M/o Health and Family Welfare 

 ICU Ventilator and Isolation/ Quarantine Wards within their approved facilities. 

 Face masks, gloves and Sanitizers for medical personnel. 

 Any other medical equipment recommended by Ministry of Health and Family Welfare for prevention, 
control and treatment of COVID-19. 

Tribal Lockdown Rituals 
In News:  

 Tribes in Arunachal Pradesh have revived indigenous lockdown rituals to contain the spread of COVID-
19. 

 It is to be noted that state of Arunachal Pradesh is geographically closest to China’s Hubei province 
where the COVID-19 outbreak began. 

 The tribes which follow self-quarantine are as follows 

 Galos Tribe 
 The Galos, which are one of the 26 major tribes of Arunachal Pradesh that dominate West Siang 

district practised the Arr-Rinam ritual. 

 The Galo community has been recognized as a Scheduled Tribe in the Amendment to the Constitution 
(ST), Order, 1950, Part-XVIII. 

 Mopin is the main festival in Galos which is celebrated for the prosperity of the villages. 

 The Galos perform Popir dance. 

 Arr-Rinam is the Galo equivalent of lockdown imposed by consensus for 48 hours whenever an epidemic 
strikes. 

 The Arr-Rinam follows the Ali-Ternam (the word Ali means epidemic and Ternam means forestall) ritual 
to ward off an epidemic. 

 These rituals were last performed almost four decades ago when a water-borne disease had affected 
many members of the community. 

 However, these rituals have been performed periodically for livestock, primarily the semi-wild animal 
mithun, that are prone to contagious diseases. 

 This is for the first time in 30-40 years that the rituals were performed for the safety of humans. 

 The Bos or deputy priests performed the Ali-Ternam under the guidance of a Nyibo (shaman). 

 The ritual ended with the community leaders sealing five major entry points of the district. 

 Adi Tribe 
 The Adi tribe of Arunachal Pradesh is believed to have come from southern China in the 16th century. 

 They are the Tibeto-Burman language speaking population. 

 They reside in the far north inhabiting East Siang and Lower Dibang Valley districts of Arunachal Pradesh. 

 The Adis are experts at making cane and bamboo items. 

 Solung (harvesting festival where animal sacrifices and rituals are performed) and Aran ( a hunting 
festival where all the male members of the family go for hunting) are two major festivals of the Adi 
tribes. 

 The Adi communities perform lock down ritual called the motor or pator system in the Adi (tribe) dialect. 

 This is a customary self-restriction, where the locals lock down several villages by erecting barricades to 
prevent the entry of outsiders. 

 No person is allowed to enter or leave the villages. 

 They believe that this ritual lets shamans with legendary powers to locate wild herbs to combat an 
epidemic. 

 Nyishi Tribe 
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 Nyishi Tribes also called Bangni are the tribal people of eastern Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh 
(formerly North East Frontier Agency). 

 Nyishi is a Scheduled Tribe. 

 It is the single largest tribe of Arunachal Pradesh. 

 They speak the Tibeto-Burman language of the Sino-Tibetan family. 

 The Nyishi support themselves with slash-and-burn agriculture and with hunting and fishing. 

 They live together in a longhouse without partitions but with a separate fireplace for each conjugal 
family. 

 Aside from a patrilineal household there is no formal social organization or village government. 

 Their religion involves belief in spirits associated with nature. 

 In districts such as Papum Pare and East Kameng, the dominant Nyishi community observed Arrue 
involving self-quarantine. 

Operation Namaste: Indian Army 
Why in News? 
The Indian Army has code-named its anti-COVID-19 campaign as Operation Namaste to help the government in 
its fight against the pandemic. 

Key Points 
 Soldiers are advised to follow the lockdown, wherever they do not have any operational role, and stay 

fit. They are assured that their families will be well taken care of. 
 Leave extension of those on leave as well as curtailment of leave to bare minimum have been 

imposed. 
 Segregation facilities have been set up to observe troops already back from leave from various 

states. 

 So far six quarantine facilities at Manesar, Jaisalmer, Jodhpur, Chennai, Hindan and Mumbai have been 
established where 1,463 people evacuated from coronavirus-affected countries have been 
accommodated. 

 The forces are setting up more such facilities at Kolkata, Visakhapatnam, Kochi, Dundigal, Bengaluru, 
Kanpur, Jaisalmer, Jorhat and Gorakhpur which can be ready within 72 hours, if needed. 

28 Armed Forces hospitals have been earmarked as COVID hospitals 
 These hospitals will include armed forces patients as well as civilian patients transferred from state 

health authorities. 

 Five hospitals from the Army, Navy and the Air Force are conducting coronavirus tests using the RT-
PCR methodology and more hospitals will be equipped soon with the resources. 

 62 Cantonment Boards have been instructed to identify beds in hospitals and health centres and 
guesthouses for any eventuality. 

Gond Tribals & Covid-19 
 In News: 

 While people are struggling for masks and sanitizers in the urban areas, Gond tribal people living 
in Panna, Madhya Pradesh have devised their own way to make masks to fight coronavirus. 

 Tribal people are making masks with medicinal leaves and following traditional ways to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

Gond Tribe 
 Gonds are one of the largest tribal groups in the world. 

 They mostly live in Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and Odisha. 

 Gonds are subdivided into four tribes: 
 Raj Gonds 
 Madia Gonds 
 Dhurve Gonds 
 Khatulwar Gonds 

 Their staple food is two kinds of millet: kodo and kutki. 

 Rice is mostly consumed during festival feasts. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/operation-namaste-indian-army
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/gond-tribals-covid-19
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 Gonds believe that earth, water and air are ruled by Gods. 

 They majorly speak Gondi which is an unwritten language of the Dravidian family. 

 It has been notified as a Scheduled Tribe. 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

The Economic Impact of Coronavirus 
Why in News? 

 The outbreak of Corona virus in China and its spread to neighbouring countries has been having a 
devastating impact on the various sectors of the economy at both global and national level. 

 Thus the impact of this spread on various sectors has been discussed here. 

Global Scenario: 
1. Slowdown in Global Growth: The world’s economy could grow at its slowest rate since 2009 this year 

due to the corona virus outbreak, according to OECD. The OECD has forecast growth of just 2.4% in 2020, 
down from 2.9% in November 2019. 

2. Travel Industry: The number of cases diagnosed is increasing around the world every day. Thus, many 
countries have introduced travel restrictions to try to contain the virus’s spread, impacting the travel 
industry massively. 

3. Fall in Customer Demand: Some people are choosing to avoid activities that might expose them to the 
risk of infection, such as going out shopping. Restaurants, car dealerships and shops have all reported a 
fall in customer demand. 

4. Beneficiaries: Consumer goods giant Reckitt Benckiser, for example, has seen a boost in sales for its 
Dettol and Lysol products. The disinfectant is seen as providing protection against the spread of the 
disease, although its effectiveness has not yet been scientifically proven. 

Impact on Indian Economy: 
1. GDP Growth Rate: 
OECD has slashed India’s growth forecast for 2020-21 by 110 basis points to 5.1%, warning that the impact of the 
Covid-19 outbreak on business confidence, financial markets and the travel sector, including disruption to supply 
chains, could shave 50 bps off global growth in 2020. 

2. Automobile Industry: 
 China is one of the leading suppliers of auto components in India, accounting for 27% of the total 

imports. 

 The corona virus is expected to have an impact on the Indian automotive industry and therefore also on 
the automobile component and forging industries, which had already reduced their production rate due 
to the market conditions and on account of the impending change over to BS-VI emission norms from 
BS-IV from April 2020. 

3. Impact on Pharmaceuticals Sector: 
 Given the pharmaceutical industry’s deep linkages to China, the supply chain of raw materials of drugs 

has taken a hit. 

 The production facilities in Himachal Pradesh — largest pharma hub of Asia — have warned of 
suspension. 

 India is heavily import-dependent for APIs from China. India’s API imports stand at around $3.5 billion 
per year, and around 70%, or $2.5 billion, come from China. 

4. Currency 
 The month of March is typically good for the Indian currency as remittances, from both overseas citizens 

and companies tend to boost the exchange rate. 

 In the past decade, the rupee has appreciated seven times against the dollar in March. But March 2020 
could be hard on the exchange rate and the rupee’s sharp drop to 73.25 per dollar on 3rd March, 2020 is 
evidence of this. One of the reasons is an increase in the number of reported cases of coronavirus in 
India. 

             Economy 
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Response at Global level: 
 Vaccines are being developed. 

 The COVID-19 outbreak was declared a Public Health Emergency of International Concern by the WHO. 

 According to recommendations by the World Health Organization, the diagnosis of COVID-19 must be 
confirmed by the Real Time- Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCRT-PCR) or gene sequencing for respiratory 
or blood specimens, as the key indicator for hospitalisation. 

 $15 million dollars has been released from the UN’s Central Emergency Fund to help fund global efforts 
to contain the spread of the COVID-19 corona virus, particularly vulnerable countries with weak health 
care systems. 

Response at National Level: 
 The Indian health minister advised people to approach the government helpline numbers regarding the 

doubts related to symptoms of the deadly disease. The situation is being monitored at the highest level. 

 The government has already introduced travel restrictions and suspended visas from affected countries. 

 A detailed containment plan has been shared with states. States have been asked to identify possible 
isolation areas in hospitals that can accommodate larger numbers. 

 PCR Test: If PCR test is positive, the sample is sent to the National Institute of Virology in Pune, which is 
the only government laboratory currently doing genome sequencing, for final confirmation. 

Ban on Cryptocurrency Trading Removed 
Why in News? 
The Supreme Court has struck down a ban on trading of Virtual Currencies (VC) in India, which was imposed by 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in April 2018. 

 The RBI order prohibited banks and entities regulated by it from dealing in VCs or providing services for 
facilitating any person or entity in dealing with or settling VCs. 

 Such services include maintaining accounts, registering, trading, settling, clearing, giving loans against 
virtual tokens, accepting them as collateral, opening accounts of exchanges dealing with them and 
transfer/receipt of money in accounts relating to purchase/ sale of VCs. 

Highlights of the Judgement 
 Test of Proportionality 

 The ban did not pass the “proportionality” test. The test of proportionality of any action by the 
government must pass the test of Article 19(1)(g) of the Constitution, which states that all citizens of 
the country will have the right to practise any profession, or carry on any occupation or trade and 
business. 

 Till date, the RBI has not come out with a stand that any of the entities regulated by it have suffered 
any loss or adverse effect directly or indirectly, on account of VC exchanges. 

 Besides, the court found that the RBI did not consider the availability of alternatives before issuing 
the order i.e. achieving the same objective by imposing a less drastic restraint. 

 Inconsistent with the RBI’s Stand: The RBI’s order was disproportionate” with an otherwise consistent 
stand taken by the central bank that VCs are not prohibited in the country. 

 Referred to the Global Approach: Organisations across the globe have called for caution while dealing 
with virtual currencies, while also warning that a blanket ban of any sort could push the entire system 
underground, which in turn would mean no regulation. 

 On RBI’s Power: The Court held that the RBI has powers to 
regulate any currencies in the system. 

Possible Impact of the Judgement 
 With the order, resumption of operations at cryptocurrency 

exchanges and backward linkages with the banking sector are 
expected. 

 Even as virtual currency investors and businesses will 
welcome the Supreme Court’s order on cryptocurrency, 
the relief for such players may be only temporary given 
that the Centre, in a draft law, has proposed to ban all 
private cryptocurrencies. 

 The Supreme Court’s judgment could lead to the RBI 

https://www.drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1583396022_image1.p
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rethinking its policies surrounding virtual currencies. 

Virtual Currencies 
 There is no globally accepted definition of what exactly is virtual currency. Basically, virtual currency is 

the larger umbrella term for all forms of non-fiat currency being traded online. 
 Fiat Money is a kind of currency, issued by the government and regulated by a central authority such as a 

central bank. Such currencies act like legal tender and are not necessarily backed by a physical 
commodity. 

 Virtual currencies are mostly created, distributed and accepted in local virtual networks. Virtual 
Currencies also includes cryptocurrencies. 

 Cryptocurrencies have an extra layer of security, in the form of encryption algorithms. 
 Most cryptocurrencies now operate on the blockchain or distributed ledger technologywhich 

allows everyone on the network to keep track of the transactions occurring globally. 
 Popular forms of cryptocurrencies include Bitcoin, Ethereum, etc. 

 Satoshi Nakamoto, widely regarded as the founder of the modern virtual currency bitcoin and the 
underlying technology called blockchain, defines bitcoins as “a new electronic cash system that’s fully 
peer-to-peer, with no trusted third party (central regulator)”. 

Reasons Behind Banning Virtual Currencies 
 Lack of any underlying fiat, episodes of excessive volatility in their value, and their anonymous nature 

which goes against global money-laundering rules. 

 Risks and concerns about data security and consumer protection. 

 Potential impact on the effectiveness of monetary policy. 

Arguments in Support of Use of Virtual Currencies in India 
 Digital/virtual currencies (both private or government backed) are integral part of digital economy and 

digital countries. 
 5 million Indians are engaged in virtual currency activities. 
 India is the second largest user of Pundi X’s blockchain wallet. 

 India is at the forefront of all things digital and an inspiration to the world. Its balanced approach 
between risk and innovation can become a role model for the world. 

 Companies (Second Amendment) Bill, 2019 

Why In News? 
The Union Cabinet has approved the Companies (Second Amendment) Bill, 2019 to amend the Companies Act, 
2013. 

Key Points 
 The Bill would remove criminality under the Act in case of defaults which can be determined objectively 

and which, otherwise, lack the element of fraud or do not involve larger public interest. 

 This would also lead to further de-clogging of the criminal justice system in the country. 

 The Bill would also further ease of living for law-abiding corporates. 

 The Amendment Bill, inter alia, would enable the listing of Indian companies on stock exchanges in 
foreign jurisdictions. 

 The listing of Indian companies in foreign stock exchanges is expected to increase the competitiveness of 
Indian companies in terms of access to capital, broader investor base and better valuations. 

 Mega Consolidation in Public Sector Banks 

Why in News? 
Cabinet approves Mega Consolidation in Public Sector Banks (PSBs) with effect from 1.4.2020. 

Key Points 
The Union Cabinet has approved the mega consolidation of ten PSBs into four which include the: 

 Amalgamation of Oriental Bank of Commerce and United Bank of India into Punjab National Bank 
 Amalgamation of Syndicate Bank into Canara Bank 
 Amalgamation of Andhra Bank and Corporation Bank into Union Bank of India 
 Amalgamation of Allahabad Bank into Indian Bank 

Benefits of the amalgamation: 
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 The amalgamation would result in the creation of seven large PSBs with scale and national reach with 
each amalgamated entity having a business of over Rs. Eight lakh crore. 

 The mega consolidation would help create banks with a scale comparable to global banks and capable 
of competing effectively in India and globally. 

 Greater scale and synergy through consolidation would lead to cost benefits which should enable the 
PSBs to enhance their competitiveness and positively impact the Indian banking system. 

 The consolidation would also provide an impetus to the amalgamated entities by increasing their ability 
to support larger ticket-size lending and have competitive operations by virtue of greater financial 
capacity. 

 The adoption of best practices across amalgamating entities would enable the banks to improve their 
cost efficiency and risk management, and also boost the goal of financial inclusion through wider reach. 

 Further, with the adoption of technologies across the amalgamating banks, access to a wider talent pool, 
and a larger database, PSBs would be in a position to gain competitive advantage by leveraging analytics 
in a rapidly digitalising banking landscape. 

The Mineral Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2020 
Why in News? 
Parliament has passed The Mineral Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2020 for amendments in Mines & Mineral 
(Development and Regulation) Act 1957 and The Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015. The bill will 
transform the mining sector in the country boosting coal production and reducing dependence on imports. 
The Bill is expected to open a new era in Indian coal & mining sector especially to promote Ease of Doing 
Business. 

Notes 

 The MMDR Act regulates the overall mining sector in India. 

 The CMSP Act provides for the auction and allocation of mines whose allocation was cancelled by 
the Supreme Court in 2014. 

 Schedule I of the Act provides a list of all such mines; Schedule II and III are sub-classes of the 
mines listed in the Schedule I. 

 Schedule II mines are those where production had already started then, and Schedule III mines are 
ones that had been earmarked for a specified end-use. 

 

Features of the Mineral Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2020  
Removal of restriction on end-use of coal 

 Currently, companies acquiring Schedule II and Schedule III coal mines through auctions can use the coal 
produced only for specified end-uses such as power generation and steel production. 

 The Bill removes this restriction on the use of coal mined by such companies. 

 Companies will be allowed to carry on coal mining operation for own consumption, sale or for any other 
purposes, as may be specified by the central government. 

Eligibility for auction of coal and lignite blocks 
 The Bill clarifies that the companies need not possess any prior coal mining experience in India in order 

to participate in the auction of coal and lignite blocks. 

 Further, the competitive bidding process for auction of coal and lignite blocks will not apply to mines 
considered for allotment to: 

1. a government company or its joint venture for own consumption, sale or any other specified purpose; 
and 

2. a company that has been awarded a power project on the basis of a competitive bid for tariff. 

Composite license for prospecting and mining 
 Currently, separate licenses are provided for prospecting and mining of coal and lignite, called 

prospecting license, and mining lease, respectively. 

 Prospecting includes exploring, locating, or finding mineral deposit.  The Bill adds a new type of license, 
called prospecting license-cum-mining lease. 

 This will be a composite license providing for both prospecting and mining activities. 
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Non-exclusive reconnaissance permits holders to get other licenses 
 Currently, the holders of non-exclusive reconnaissance permit for exploration of certain specified 

minerals are not entitled to obtain a prospecting license or mining lease. 

 Reconnaissance means preliminary prospecting of a mineral through certain surveys. 

 The Bill provides that the holders of such permits may apply for a prospecting license-cum-mining lease 
or mining lease.   This will apply to certain licensees as prescribed in the Bill. 

Transfer of statutory clearances to new bidders 
 Currently, upon expiry, mining leases for specified minerals (minerals other than coal, lignite, and 

atomic minerals) can be transferred to new persons through auction. 

 This new lessee is required to obtain statutory clearances before starting mining operations. 

 The Bill provides that the various approvals, licenses, and clearances given to the previous lessee will be 
extended to the successful bidder for a period of two years. 

Reallocation after termination of the allocations 
 The CMSP Act provides for the termination of allotment orders of coal mines in certain cases. 

 The Bill adds that such mines may be reallocated through auction or allotment as may be determined by 
the central government. 

 The central government will appoint a designated custodian to manage these mines until they are 
reallocated. 

Prior approval from the central government 
 Under the MMDR Act, state governments require prior approval of the central government for granting 

reconnaissance permit, prospecting license, or mining lease for coal and lignite. 

 The Bill provides that prior approval of the central government will not be required in granting these 
licenses for coal and lignite, in certain cases. 

 These include cases where: (i) the allocation has been done by the central government, and (ii) the 
mining block has been reserved to conserve a mineral. 

Advance action for auction 
 Under the MMDR Act, mining leases for specified minerals (minerals other than coal, lignite, and atomic 

minerals) are auctioned on the expiry of the lease period. 

 The Bill provides that state governments can take advance action for auction of a mining lease before its 
expiry. 

Nidhi Companies 
Why in News? 
Recently, The Central Government has amended the provisions related to Nidhi companies under the Companies 
Act, 2013 and the Rules. 

 The amendments have been made to make the regulatory regime for Nidhi Companies more effective. 

 This will accomplish the objectives of transparency & investor friendliness in the corporate environment 
of the country. 

What is Nidhi Company? 
 Nidhi in the Indian context / language means “treasure”. 

 However, in the Indian financial sector it refers to any mutual benefit society notified by the Central / 
Union Government as a Nidhi Company. 

 They are created mainly for cultivating the habit of thrift and savings amongst its members. 

 The companies doing Nidhi business, viz. borrowing from members and lending to members only, are 
known under different names such as Nidhi, Permanent Fund, Benefit Funds, Mutual Benefit Funds and 
Mutual Benefit Company. 

 Nidhis are more popular in South India and are highly localized single office institutions. 

 They are mutual benefit societies, because their dealings are restricted only to the members; and 
membership is limited to individuals. 

 The principal source of funds is the contribution from the members. 

 The loans are given to the members at relatively reasonable rates for purposes such as house 
construction or repairs and are generally secured. 

 The deposits mobilized by Nidhis are not much when compared to the organized banking sector. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/nidhi-companies
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Regulatory framework: 
 Nidhi’s are companies registered under section 620A of the Companies Act, 1956 and isregulated by 

Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA). 

 Even though Nidhis are regulated by the provisions of the Companies Act, 1956, they are exempted from 
certain provisions of the Act, as applicable to other companies, due to limiting their operations within 
members. 

 Nidhis are also included in the definition of Non- Banking Financial companies or (NBFCs) which 
operate mainly in the unorganized money market. 

 However, since 1997, NBFCs have been brought increasingly under the regulatory ambit of the Indian 
Central Bank, RBI. 

 Since Nidhis come under one class of NBFCs, RBI is empowered to issue directions to them in matters 
relating to their deposit acceptance activities. 

Bear and Bull Markets 
Why in News? 

Recently, the many Indian indices including NSE Nifty index have entered into ‘bear market’ territory in the 
backdrop of the declaration of the coronavirus outbreak a pandemic by the World Health Organisation (WHO). 

Bear Market 
 A bear market refers to the market where share prices are continuously declining. 

 Its downward trend makes investors believe that the trend will continue, which, in turn, perpetuates 
the downward spiral. 

 It is considered riskier to invest in a bear market, as many equities lose value. Thus, most 
investors withdraw their money from the markets. 

 During a bear market, the economy slows down and unemployment rises as companies begin laying off 
workers. 

Bull Market 
 A bull market refers to a market that experiences a sustained increase in market share prices. 

 It ensures investors that the uptrend will continue over the long term. 

 It signifies that the country's economy is strong and employment levels are high. 

Bhoomi Rashi Portal 
 The Bhoomi Rashi Portal is an e-Governance initiative of the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways. 

 The portal intends to expedite the process of land acquisition for National Highways. 

 It has fully digitized and automated the entire process of land acquisition. 

 It has helped to make land acquisition error-free & more transparent with notifications at every stage 
being processed on a real-time basis. 
 Earlier, the acquisition of land for the purpose of National Highway projects, payment of 

compensation to the landowners etc. was done manually by physical movement of documents. 
 It had some constraints viz. delay in issuing land acquisition notification, errors in the land/ area 

details etc. 

 The portal is integrated with the Public Financial Management System (PFMS) for depositing the 
compensation in the account of affected/ interested persons on a real-time basis. 

Public Financial Management System (PFMS)  
 The PFMS, also known as Central Plan Scheme Monitoring System (CPSMS), tracks fund disbursement 

and ensures that state treasuries are integrated with the Centre to ensure money is send as and when 
required. 

 PFMS, administered by the department of expenditure, is an end-to-end solution for processing 
payments, tracking, monitoring, accounting, reconciliation and reporting. It is a web based application. 

 It provides the government real-time information on resource availability and utilisation across schemes. 

 In addition, the platform will allow government expenditure to adopt a Just-in- Time (JIT) approach, with 
payments made only when they are needed. 

 The government has set a target to integrate PFMS with all state treasuries in current fiscal and 
implement Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) for welfare and scholarship schemes. 

Railway Development Authority 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/bear-and-bull-markets
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/railway-development-authority
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In News? 
Government approved the constitution of the Rail Development Authority (RDA) in April, 2017. The 
role/mandate of RDA inter-alia includes providing expert advice to Government to make informed decision on:- 

 Pricing of services commensurate with costs; 

 Measures for enhancement of non-fare Revenue; 

 Protection of consumer interests, by ensuring quality of service and cost optimization; 

 Promoting competition, efficiency and economy; 

 Creating positive environment for investment; 

 Providing framework for non-discriminatory open access to the Dedicated Freight Corridor 
(DFC) infrastructure and others in future; 

 Suggesting measures to absorb new technologies for achieving desired efficiency and performance 
standards; 

 Suggesting measures for human resource development to achieve any of its stated objectives, etc. 

Shifting Agriculture Policy 
Why in News? 
The government is formulating a new policy that would lend legal recognition to shifting agriculture as a form of 
agro-forestry. 

What is the objective of this move? 

 By lending legal recognition, the government wants to enable nomadic farmers get bank credit and 
agriculture-related subsidies. 

 This move has consequences that are likely to be disastrous. 

 In India, shifting farming is still practiced largely in the ecologically fragile hilly terrains in the 
Northeast, alongside some other states. 

What is Shifting Agriculture? 
 It involves clearing of forests, burning the stubble and cultivating the land for a few years before 

moving to another plot, leaving the old patch for regeneration. 

 It is also known as jhumming or slash-and-burn agriculture. 

 This mode of farming has ill-effects on ecology, biodiversity, habitats and other natural features. 

 It also causes loss or deterioration of forest cover leading to soil erosion and degradation of catchments 
of rivers and other water bodies. 

What was NITI Aayog’s idea? 
 The NITI Aayog which had mooted the idea of redefining jhumming land-use as agro-forestry in a 2018 

report. 

 It is based on the contention that shifting farming is essentially a method of putting land to two distinct 
uses alternately, 

1. Agriculture, when it is under cultivation, and 
2. Fallow forestry, when it is left untilled for revival of forest. 

 This plea seems well founded, but it cannot be disregarded that the time given for renewal of forests (3 
to 4 years) is insufficient for that purpose. 

 This phase used to be as long as 10 to 40 years in the past. 

 The green cover now rarely comes up to the level where it can be deemed as secondary forest. 

What do farmers need? 
 The farmers engaged in jhumming (jhumias) are themselves fed up with this kind of nomadic life. 

 As they feel jhumming is economically unviable, they want to move beyond subsistence farming to take 
up market-linked agriculture. 

 They want opportunities for higher income from farming and non-farm employment, education and 
medical facilities and other civic amenities apart from access to government schemes. 

 These are unduly denied to them in the absence of land titles (pattas) in their name. 

 They don’t get the benefits provided under the Forest Rights Act. 

 At present, they are treated neither as farmers nor as forest dwellers. 

What could be done? 
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 The farmers could be given financial assistance for terracing the hill slopes where jhumming is practised 
now. 

 So, the jhumias would gladly shift to permanent farming. 

 This should be complied with to put an end to the socio-ecological curse that shifting farming has 
virtually turned into. 

National Biopharma Mission 
In News: 

 The National Biopharma Mission (NBM) is an industry-academia collaborative mission for accelerating 
biopharmaceutical development in the country. 

 It was launched in 2017 at a total cost of Rs 1500 crore and is 50% co-funded by World Bank loan. 

 It is being implemented by the Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC). 

 BIRAC is a Public Sector Enterprise, set up by the Department of Biotechnology (DBT). 

 The oversight to the mission activities is provided by the inter-ministerial Steering Committee chaired by 
the Secretary-DBT (Ministry of Science & Technology). 

 The Technical Advisory Group (TAG) chaired by an eminent scientist provides scientific leadership to 
the mission drawing upon global expertise. 

 Under this Mission, the Government has launched Innovate in India (i3) programme to create an 
enabling ecosystem to promote entrepreneurship and indigenous manufacturing in the biopharma 
sector. 

 It has a focus on following four verticals: 
1. Development of product leads for Vaccines, Biosimilars and Medical Devices that are relevant to the 

public health need by focussing on managed partnerships. 
2. Upgradation of shared infrastructure facilities and establishing them as centres of product 

discovery/discovery validations and manufacturing. 
3. Developing human capital by providing specific training. 
4. Developing technology transfer offices to help enhance industry academia inter-linkages. 

GST on mobile phones hiked to 18% 
Why in News? 
The Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council has decided to increase the rate on mobile phones and specific parts to 
18% from the current 12%, from April 1 

Details 
 The decision was taken not to increase the prices but to correct the inverted structure of duty on some 

products wherein the rate of tax paid on inputs purchased is more than the rate of tax on finished 
products on outward supplies. 

Impact 
 Mobile phones are likely to get costlier 

 Consumption will be stymied and it might be detrimental to the vision of Digital India. 

Regulating Payment Aggregators and Gateways 
Why in News? 
RBI has issued final guidelines for bringing payment aggregators (PAs) under its direct supervision. 

What is the significance of the move? 

 Extending RBI’s regulatory oversight is a welcome move. 

 PAs (like Bill Desk, CCAvenue, etc.) facilitate online payments and they play a crucial role in the digital 
payments ecosystem. 

 So, the RBI guidelines will be instrumental in ensuring that only serious players with robust governance 
framework remain in the market. 

What was the distinction made? 
 The 2019 RBI discussion paper proposed common regulatory framework for PAs and PGs without making 

any distinction in their roles. 

 Contrary to these, the final guidelines distinguished a PG from PA as, 
 Payment Gateways (PGs) - Merely provides technological infrastructure without any access to 

consumer funds. 
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 Payment Aggregators (PA) - Actually handles consumer funds. 

 Accordingly, only PAs are mandated to comply with the regulatory requirements outlined in the 
guidelines. 

 However, as a measure of good practice, PGs are recommended to adopt the baseline technology 
measures in the guidelines. 

What is the mandate regarding net-worth? 
 The discussion paper recommended a net-worth requirement of Rs 100 crore for PAs and PGs, which 

was heavily criticised by the industry. 

 But, the final guidelines mandate PAs to have a net-worth of Rs 15 crore initially, and then Rs 25 crore by 
2023. 

What consumer difficulty was addressed? 
 The guidelines require refunds to be made to the original method of payment, unless an alternate 

mode has been agreed to by the consumer. 

 This may prohibit the practice of many e-commerce platforms to credit refunds automatically to a 
consumer’s e-wallet created on the platform. 

 This was a difficult practice for a consumer, as the amount in these wallets can only be used for 
transactions on that particular platform. 

 Now, the e-commerce platforms have to credit the refunds to the account from where the amount was 
originally debited. 

What are the issues that require further clarity? 
 Account with only one SCB - The guidelines requires PGs to maintain an escrow account with only one 

State Cooperative Bank (SCB). 

 It may be worthwhile to reconsider this provision and enable more than one account, in light of Yes Bank 
debacle. 

 Due to restrictions imposed by the RBI on Yes Bank, the nodal accounts maintained by payment 
intermediaries with it could not be operated. 

 This resulted in disruption of services by fintech companies, especially related to paying out merchants. 

 Background check - In addition to undertaking KYC for on-boarding merchants, PAs have been mandated 
to undertake background and antecedent check of the merchants. 

 This is to ensure that such merchants do not have any mala fide intention of duping consumers or selling 
counterfeit products. 

 Mandating PAs to address the regulator’s concern regarding the quality of the merchant and its goods 
appears to be an onerous burden for a PA. 

 Grievance redressal - The PA is mandated to maintain customer grievance redressal mechanisms in line 
with RBI’s prescriptions on turnaround time for resolution of failed transactions. 

 Unlike the regulatory prescriptions for prepaid payment instrument issuers, there is no requirement for 
PAs to report about the receipt of complaints and action taken status thereon to the RBI. 

 Preparation of plans - The impact of the Yes Bank moratorium on the fintech sector clearly indicates the 
relevance of business continuity plans. 

 Accordingly, it may have been useful for guidelines to refer to preparation of plans by PAs. 

Open Market Operations 
Why in News? 
Recently, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to infuse Rs.10,000 crore liquidity in the banking system by 
buying government securities through Open Market Operations (OMO). 
Details: 

 The financial markets have been facing heightened volatility due to the spread of the COVID-19. 

 RBI had earlier infused Rs. 25,000 crore of liquidity through Long-Term Repo Operations (LTRO). 

Key Points: 
 Open Market Operations (OMOs) are market operations conducted by RBI by way of sale/purchase of 

government securities to/from the market with an objective to adjust the rupee liquidity conditions in 
the market on a durable basis. 

 If there is excess liquidity, RBI resorts to sale of securities and sucks out the rupee liquidity. 
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 Similarly, when the liquidity conditions are tight, RBI buys securities from the market, thereby releasing 
liquidity into the market. 

 It is one of the quantitative (to regulate or control the total volume of money) monetary policy tools 
which is employed by the central bank of a country to control the money supply in the economy. 

Modified Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMC 2.0) Scheme 
Why in News? 
Cabinet approves Modified Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMC 2.0) Scheme. 

Key features: 
 The scheme provides for development of world class infrastructure along with common facilities and 

amenities through Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMCs). 

 The Scheme would support setting up of both Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMCs) and Common 
Facility Centers (CFCs). 

 Where can these clusters be setup? 
 An Electronics Manufacturing Cluster (EMC) would set up in geographical areas of certain minimum 

extent, preferably contiguous, where the focus is on development of basic infrastructure, amenities and 
other common facilities for the ESDM units. 

 For Common Facility Centre (CFC), there should be a significant number of existing ESDM units located 
in the area and the focus is on upgrading common technical infrastructure and providing common 
facilities for the ESDM units in such EMCs, Industrial Areas/Parks/industrial corridors. 

 Benefits of the scheme: 
 Availability of ready infrastructure and Plug & Play facility for attracting investment in electronics sector. 

 New investment in electronics sector 

 Jobs created by the manufacturing units; 

 Revenue in the form of taxes paid by the manufacturing units 

Judicious’ Activism - Hindrance to Economy 
Why in News? 

 The global and Indian economies reel under the Covid-19 pressure, so it is necessary to assess the 
overall economic slowdown. 

 The judiciary should practice the constitutional morality with respect to its own power of constitutional 
review of economic policies. 

What is the government’s priority? 
 The Indian government wants to improve India’s profile in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business 

(EoDB) index. 

 It wants to do so to yield better external and internal investments, which are a shot in the arm that the 
Indian economy certainly needs. 

 In its efforts to improve investor confidence, it has introduced numerous legislations that provide boost 
to its rank on the EoDB index. 

In what parameter does India lag? 
 Under the parameter of “enforcing contracts”, India continues to lag behind even lesser economies. 

 This parameter, while looking at dispute resolution capacities, reveals the challenges that a litigant faces 
in the Indian judicial system. 

 Challenges - Delays and procedural breakdowns, lack of adequate remedy or proper enforceability of a 
judicial decree. 

What did the Parliament do to remedy these ills? 
 It enacted amendments to the Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996, and the Commercial Courts Act, 

2015. 

 Primarily, both these legislations aim at improving commercial litigation, especially those involving 
higher economic stakes. 

 Yet, no mechanism or legislation comprehensively addresses resolution of disputes pertaining to vital 
infrastructure development projects. 

What is the debate? 
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 A debate is on how far courts can intervene in developmental and economic policies of the state to 
balance divergent interests. 

 There is also a debate on whether contemporary jurisprudence is emblematic of more amped up and 
overzealous judicial activism. 

 If there is any violation alleged against the governments undertaking such development exercises, they 
wind up in constitutional courts through the PIL route. 

 Once there, these projects have the unfortunate tendency of beleaguering pendency. 

Should courts sit in review of these policies? 
 Judicial review and the oversight of courts are an inherent check and balance prescribed by the Indian 

Constitution. 

 However, the apex court itself has upheld that when conducting a constitutional review, the courts must 
limit it to constitutionality. 

 It added that the courts should not delve into the intent of such policies, unless it is prima facie 
established to be born of mala fide intent. 

 There are instances of excessive judicial activism that are viewed as stumbling blocks impeding a 
booming economy. 

 It is within this larger debate on the powers of judicial review and intervention that injunctions emerge 
as the central contention. 

What would be the effect of injunctive orders? 
 Injunctive orders have the capacity to offset developmental plans in motion, and their cost implications 

are significant. 

 The Economic Survey of 2017-18 quantifies the costs of such delays. 

 The cumulative value of multiple projects snagged by injunctions and interim orders was pegged at Rs 
52,000 crore (in March 2017). 

 On an average, such injunctions would remain in effect for over four years, thus causing severe delays. 

 In turn, it would add the overrun costs to the development projects. 

Invest India Business Immunity Platform 
Why in News? 
Recently, Invest India launched Business Immunity Platform to helping businesses withstand COVID-19. 
About Invest India Business Immunity Platform:  

 Invest India, India’s national Investment Promotion & Facilitation Agency, under the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry launched The Invest India Business Immunity Platform.  

 The Business Immunity Platform (BIP) is the active platform for business issue redressal. 

Key Points:  
 It is a comprehensive resource to help businessesand investors get real-time updates on India’s active 

response to COVID-19 (Coronavirus). 

 This dynamic and constantly updating platform keeps a regular track on developments with respect to 
the virus, provides the latest information on various central and state government initiatives, gives 
access to special provisions, and answers and resolves queries through emails and on WhatsApp. 

 The platform is operating 24/7, with a team of dedicated sector experts and responding to queries at 
the earliest.  

 The platform also includes frequently asked questions on important aspects like locations of COVID-19 
testing, special permissions and other location-specific information.  

 Invest India has also announced a partnership with SIDBI (Small Industries Development Bank of 
India) for responding and resolving queries for MSMEs. 

 This Business Immunity Platform shall help people get access to all the information they require while 
staying in the comfort of their homes. With this platform, Invest India aims to bring facilitation at your 
doorstep! 

Why needed? 
COVID-19 continues to disrupt normal life, the impact of this crisis on businesses across the country is being 
continuously assessed.   
SIDBI (Small Industries Development Bank of India): 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/invest-india-business-immunity-platform
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It was established in April 2,1990 as a Principal Development Financial Institution for Promotion Financing and 
Development of Industries in the MSME sector and Co-ordinating the functions of other institutions engaged in 
similar activities. 

Recapitalisation of RRBs 
Why in News? 
The Centre has approved a ₹1,340-crore recapitalisation plan for Regional Rural Banks (RRBs). The move is crucial 
to ensure liquidity in rural areas during the lockdown due to the COVID-19 crisis. 

Significance of the Recapitalisation: 
 This Recapitalisation would improve their capital-to-risk weighted assets ratio (CRAR) and strengthen 

these institutions for providing credit in rural areas. 

 The step will help those RRBs which are unable to maintain a minimum CRAR of 9%, as per the 
regulatory norms prescribed by the RBI. 

 The release of the Rs. 670 crore as the central share funds will be contingent upon the release of the 
proportionate share by the sponsor banks. 

Background Info: 
 The recapitalisation process of RRBs was approved by the cabinet in 2011 based on the 

recommendations of a committee set up under the Chairmanship of K C Chakrabarty. 

 The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) identifies those RRBs, which 
require recapitalisation assistance to maintain the mandatory CRAR of 9% based on the CRAR position of 
RRBs, as on 31st March of every year. 

 The scheme for recapitalization of RRBs was extended up to 2019-20 in a phased manner post 2011. 

About Regional Rural Banks: 
 RRBs are financial institutions which ensure adequate credit for agriculture and other rural sectors. 

 Regional Rural Banks were set up on the basis of the recommendations of the Narasimham Working 
Group (1975), and after the legislation of the Regional Rural Banks Act, 1976. 

 Stakeholders: The equity of a regional rural bank is held by the Central Government, concerned State 
Government and the Sponsor Bank in the proportion of 50:15:35. 

 The RRBs combine the characteristics of a cooperative in terms of the familiarity of the rural problems 
and a commercial bank in terms of its professionalism and ability to mobilise financial resources. 

Objectives of RRBs are: 
 To provide credit and other facilities to the small and marginal farmers, agricultural labourers, artisans 

and small entrepreneurs in rural areas. 

 To check the outflow of rural deposits to urban areas and reduce regional imbalances and increase rural 
employment generation. 

 The RRBs are required to provide 75% of their total credit as priority sector lending. 

MACS 4028 Wheat Variety 
Why in News? 
Scientists from Agharkar Research Institute (ARI), Pune, have developed a biofortified durum wheat variety 
MACS 4028. 

About MACS 4028: 
 The wheat variety has a high protein content of about 14.7%. 

 It has better nutritional quality having zinc 40.3 ppm, and iron content of 40.3ppm and 46.1ppm 
respectively. 

 It has good milling quality and overall acceptability. 

 It is a semi-dwarf variety, which matures in 102 days. 

 It has shown the superior and stable yielding ability of 19.3 quintals per hectare. 

 It is resistant to stem rust, leaf rust, foliar aphids, root aphids, and brown wheat mite. 

Key points: 
 Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has also tagged this variety under the Biofortified 

category during the year 2019. 

 The MACS 4028 variety is included by the Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) programme for the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/recapitalisation-of-rrbs
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/macs-4028-wheat-variety
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 It will help to alleviate malnutrition in a sustainable way and can boost the Vision 2022 “Kuposhan Mukt 
Bharat”. 

 It will also help to tackle the hidden hunger in the rural areas of India. 

What is Biofortificantion? 
 Biofortification is the process by which the nutritional quality of food crops is improved through 

agronomic practices, conventional plant breeding, or modern biotechnology.  

 Biofortification differs from conventional fortification in that biofortification aims to increase nutrient 
levels in crops during plant growth rather than through manual means during the processing of the 
crops. 

What is Hidden hunger? 
 Hidden Hunger is a state of deficiency in humans of essential vitamins and minerals (referred to 

collectively as micronutrients). 

 Due to not getting proper micronutrients, it impacts the growth and development of the body.  

AboutAgharkar Research Institute[ ARI]: 
 The Institute was founded in 1946 as the Maharashtra Association for the Cultivation of Science 

Research Institute. 

 It was renamed in 1992 as the Agharkar Research Institute (ARI) in honour of Professor Dr. Shankar 
Purushottam Agharkar. 

 The ARI is an autonomous research institution fully funded by the Department of Science and 
Technology (DST) Government of India, since 1966. 

 It operates under the overall umbrella of the Maharashtra Association for the Cultivation of Science 
(MACS). 

 The institute is committed to the promotion of science and technology with emphasis on high standards 
of research and development activities. 

Covid-19 Economic Response Task Force 
Why In News? 
Recently, Prime Minister announced setting up of a COVID-19 Economic Response Task Force which will helps in 
deciding on a relief package for sectors hit by the coronavirus outbreak. 

Objectives of Economic Task Force: 
 The task force will remain in regular touch with all stakeholders, take their feedback and make decisions. 

 It will assess the requirements of various sectors and also oversee the implementation of the proposed 
measures. 

 It will look at measures, such as extension of loan tenors for the micro, small and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs) 

 The task force will be led by Finance Minister. 

Rationale behind it: 
 Covid-19 impacted several sectors, including aviation, hospitality and tourism along with the overall 

economy due to travel bans, social distancing and suspension of business activities. 

 The task force will work to improve the condition of these sectors. It also has a cascading impact on the 
other sectors of the economy as well. 

About Coronavirus: 
 Coronaviruses (CoV) are a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the common cold to 

more severe diseases such as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS-CoV) and Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS-CoV). 

 COVID-19 is the infectious disease caused by the most recently discovered coronavirus in Wuhan 
province of China and declared as a pandemic by WHO. 

Way ahead: 
 The forming of COVID-19 Economic Task Force is a right step taking into account the prevailing situation 

of the country’s economy. 

 The government should take steps on both monetary and fiscal fronts to spur the demand and stabilise 
the economic activity. 
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 The rate cuts and relaxation in NPA norms for sectors impacted by the coronavirus outbreak could help 
in such an economic crisis by providing loan subvention to the industry which needs support. 

 Cutting in the GST and better coordination with the states is needed to tide over the situation. 

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY)- India’s relief package for COVID-
19 
The ₹1.7 Lakh Crore relief package – named PMGKY- was announced by Union government to alleviate the 
distress caused by COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Key features of PMGKY are: 
 Healthcare Workers: Insurance cover of ₹50 lakh 

 Food grains to Poor: 80 crore poor people under National Food Security Act will receive five extra kg of 
wheat or rice and 1 kg of pulses 

 MGNREGA workers (13.63 crore): Wage increased from ₹182/day to ₹202/day 

 Jan Dhan Women Account holders (20.4 crore): DBT of ₹500/ month for next three months  

 Senior Citizens, disabled & Poor widows (3 crore): Ex-gratia of ₹1000 (through existing pension 
schemes) 

 Farmers (8.7 crore): Front loading of ₹2000 to them under existing PM Kisan Yojana 

 Ujjwala Beneficiaries (8.3 crore): Free cylinders for next three months 

 Wage earners: Those earning below ₹15000/month in firms having less than 100 workers will receive 
24% of their monthly wages into their PF accounts for next three months 

 Construction workers: Centre has directed States to use Construction worker’s welfare fund to give 
relief to 3.5 crore registered workers 

Is there a specific strategy used by government in this relief package? 
 Government has followed two-pronged approach 

 Ensuring a steady supply of food and cooking gas to poor people 
 Easing cash woes of the vulnerable sections of society 

 Fiscally prudent: By utilizing existing schemes funding for the package is kept within the budget so as to 
retain control over the deficit  

 Preserving Financial resources -Given the uncertainty over the length of crisis – government may 
announce future relief packages to adapt with changing situation 

Challenges: 
 Modest cash transfer might not be enough given the drying up of incomes for the vulnerable sections of 

society 

 Implementation issues: People may face difficulties to draw money from their accounts during the 
lockdown 

 Migrant labourers may find difficulties to access the extra food grain announced 

 Package does not address the challenges being faced by Informal MSMEs and other hard-hit sectors. 

Way ahead: 
 Intervention by RBI like providing regulatory forbearance, moratorium on interest payments, changing 

classification norms, and ensuring easy access to credit.  

 Centre needs to enhance the resources of State through measures like 
 Releasing all the pending dues owed to the state governments on account of GST compensation.  
 Assist states in raising finances from markets (by giving sovereign guarantees) 
 Sharing bonanza from fall in Crude Oil Prices. 
 Consult States to ensure that supply chain, spread across multiple states, of essential commodities 

is not disrupted 
 Harvest time – may lead to price fall or wastage due to disruption caused by lockdown – States to 

be financially supported (agriculture is a State subject) 

 Civil Society and Corporates needs to pitch in during this crisis with their financial and human resources 

PM - CARES Fund 
Why in News? 
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The government has set up the Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations Fund 
(PM-CARES Fund) to deal with any kind of emergency or distress situation like posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

 This Fund has been set up owing to a number of requests made by the people to support the 
government in the wake of the COVID-19 emergency. 

About the Fund 
 The Fund is a public charitable trust with the Prime Minister as its Chairman. Other Members include 

Defence Minister, Home Minister and Finance Minister. 

 The Fund enables micro-donations as a result of which a large number of people will be able to 
contribute with the smallest of denominations. 

 The Fund will strengthen disaster management capacities and encourage research on protecting 
citizens. 

Contribution to PM - CARES Fund will Qualify as CSR Expenditure 
 The Ministry of Corporate Affairs has clarified that contributions by companies towards the PM-CARES 

Fund will count towards mandatory Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) expenditure. 
 Under the Companies Act, 2013, companies with a minimum net worth of Rs 500 crore or turnover of Rs 

1,000 crore, or net profit of Rs 5 crore are required to spend at least 2% of their average profit for the 
previous three years on CSR activities every year. 

 The term "Corporate Social Responsibility" in general can be referred to as a corporate initiative to 
assess and take responsibility for the company's effects on the environment and impact on social 
welfare. 

Existing Similar Fund: Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund (PMNRF) 
 This fund was instituted in 1948 by then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, to assist displaced persons 

from Pakistan. The fund is currently used primarily to tackle natural calamities like floods, cyclones and 
earthquakes. The fund is also used to help with medical treatment like kidney transplantation, cancer 
treatment and acid attack. 

 The fund consists entirely of public contributions and does not get any budgetary support. It accepts 
voluntary contributions from Individuals, Organizations, Trusts, Companies and Institutions etc. 

 The corpus of the fund is also invested in various forms with scheduled commercial banks and other 
agencies. Disbursements are made with the approval of the Prime Minister. 

 The fund is recognized as a Trust under the Income Tax Act and the same is managed by the Prime 
Minister or multiple delegates for national causes. 

 Contributions towards PMNRF are notified for 100% deduction from taxable income under section 
80(G) of the Income Tax Act, 1961. 

 
 
    
 
                                                     

US-Taliban peace deal 
Why in News? 
After 18 months of negotiations, the US-Taliban signed the troop withdrawal deal (US-Taliban peace deal) in 
Doha on February 29 in the presence of representatives from 30 countries and international organisations, 
signalling the end of the 18-year old war in the country.  

Background 
 The war in Afghanistan was launched by the US in 2001 after the 9/11 attack. The US-led coalition aimed 

to overthrow the Taliban. 

 However, the war in Afghanistan got derailed as the U.S. shifted focus and resources towards Iraq from 
2003 onwards. 

 The end objective of a stable and peaceful Afghanistan began to recede as the Taliban launched their 
insurgency in 2005 after they had recovered, regrouped and refinanced themselves from their sanctuary 
in Pakistan. 

 Since then, the insurgency has gathered momentum and also exposed the U.S.'s policy weaknesses. 

              India and World 
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 After taking over in 2009, President Barack Obama authorised a surge in U.S. troop presence with the 
objective to gain a decisive victory over the insurgency. He simultaneously announced the drawdown of 
forces would commence in 2011, and by 2014 the Afghan security forces would take charge of all combat 
operations. 

 However, this only encouraged the Taliban insurgency and exposed the shortcomings of the Afghan army 
and the police forces, in terms of numbers, training and equipment to deal with the post 2014 situation. 

 In 2014, the U.S. announced the withdrawal of the bulk of soldiers but a few thousand U.S. soldiers 
were to stay behind to “advise, train and assist” the Afghan security forces under Operation Resolute 
Support. 

 In 2017, the U.S. President Donald Trump laid out a strategy for “Afghanistan and South Asia”. 

 His policy was different from those of his predecessors as it stated that American involvement in 
Afghanistan was “not for nation building” but was limited to “killing terrorists.” 

 He called this policy “Principled Realism” - with a shift from a time-based approach to one based on 
conditions. This policy was based on two pillars: 
 

 Military Involvement: The additional troops which would serve two roles: counterterrorism 
missions and training the Afghan forces. 

 Political Involvement: A negotiated political settlement with the Taliban, if the situation moves in that 
direction. 

 Since October 2018, Taliban representatives and US officials have been meeting to chalk out a peace 
treaty. 

Key Elements of the Deal 
 The agreement set out a course for the next 14 months. 

 Comprehensive Ceasefire between the Afghan Government and Taliban. 

 Timeline for the withdrawal of all foreign forces from Afghanistan will be carried out, provided the 
Taliban adhere to their security guarantees and ceasefire. 

 The prevention of the use of Afghanistan by any group or individual against the security of the United 
States and its allies. 

 The facilitation of an intra-Afghan dialogue. 

 The participants of intra-Afghan negotiations will discuss the date and modalities of a permanent and 
comprehensive ceasefire, including agreement over the future political roadmap of Afghanistan. 

 In turn, the Taliban has demanded the release of 5000 fighters from Afghan-run jails. 

Peace Deal and the Possible Consequences 
 Taliban has the ultimate goal of imposing Sharia in their respective regions. This is in conflict with what 

the people in Afghanistan want. 

 Afghanistan has its own Constitution and people want to be governed as per the Constitution. This will 
make any peace deal that they would have, unsustainable. 

 The Taliban will hardly share power with the Afghan Government. Thus it is quite possible that even 
after the peace deal, the country will be back to civil war again. 

 Then, the world will face twin challenges in Afghanistan: ISIS and Taliban. 

India’s Stand 
 India has been always supportive of the inclusive peace process,specifically Afghan-owned, Afghan-led 

and Afghan-controlled. 

 The participation of the Afghan government’s delegation during the Doha agreement as well as 
the upcoming intra-Afghan peace negotiations would be following the path desired by India. 

 The deal has reiterated India’s commitment to Afghanistan’s pursuit of “sustainable peace and 
reconciliation”. 

 Thus, India has accepted the Doha Agreement(2020). 

Possible Issues for India 
 Security of India: 

 The deal mentions about prevention of the use of Afghanistan by any group against the security of 
the United States and its allies. However, it is unclear whether India, which is not a U.S. ally, is 
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included in this clause, and whether Pakistan-backed groups that threaten India, would still operate 
in Afghanistan. 

 Benefit for Pakistan: 
 The deal also promises to take Taliban leaders off the UN Security Council’s sanctions list, which 

could considerably bring down the number of terrorists harboured by Pakistan. This might benefit 
Pakistan during the June 2020 FATF Plenary. 

 Sidelining of Intra-Afghan Dialogue: 
 The U.S. has committed to clear five bases and withdrawal of troops and it intends to submit to the 

Taliban-led government. Thus, priority to future Taliban led government may sideline the “Intra-
Afghan” dialogue and India’s support for the election process for leadership in Afghanistan. 

 One-sided Deal: 
 The deal is more burdened with the Taliban demands, while the actual terms of the ‘peace deal’ are 

yet to be negotiated between the Taliban and the Afghan side, facilitated by the U.S. and thus deal 
seems to be a one-sided deal. 

Way Forward 
 Achieving lasting peace in Afghanistan will require patience and compromise among all parties. And 

thus talking only with the Taliban is a short-sighted policy. 

 To resolve conflict within Afghanistan, the battlefield needs to be isolated i.e. external support to the 
terrorist activities needs to be abandoned. Also, the countries need to keep their respective interests 
aside, to build peace in the region. 

 The US needs to make its policy vis-a-vis Afghanistan clear. 

 India and Central Asian Republics can help in establishing peace in the region. 

 More militancy is witnessed in the region where the state fails to deliver. Thus, administrative reforms 
within Afghanistan are the need of the hour. 

India as an Observer at IOC 

Why in News? 
On March 6, 2020, India has joined Indian Ocean Commission (IOC) as its 5th observer state to strengthen its 
Indo-Pacific vision and also to boost strategic partnership with France, and Vanilla Islands. The decision has been 
taken during the meeting of the Commission’s council of ministers in Seychell. 

Key Points: 
 With this move, India would lead to greater security cooperation with countries in East Africa. 

 It facilitates collective engagement of India with the islands in Western Indian Ocean (WIO). 

 It also boosts Indian cooperation with France that has strong presence in the WIO and lends depth to 
India’s SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) policy of PM Narendra Modi 2015. 

About  IOC: 
Established in 1982, IOC is an inter-governmental organization that coordinates maritime governance in the 

south-western Indian Ocean. It consists of Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, Reunion (France) and Seychelles. 
 The Commission has 5 observers- China, EU (European Union), Malta, International Organisation of La 

Francophonie (OIF), and India. 

 Secretary General– Hamada Madi 

Sheikh Mujibur Rehman 

Why in News? 

The 100th Birth Anniversary celebrations of ‘Jatir Pita’ Bangabandhu, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, is being 
celebrated on 17th March 2020 in Bangladesh. 

Key Points 
 Mujibur Rahman was born on 17th March 1920 in Tungipara, India (now in Bangladesh) and passed 

away on 15th August 1975 in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

 He was a Bengali leader who became the first prime minister of Bangladesh (1972–75) and later became 
the president of the same in 1975. 

 He began his formal political career in 1949 as a co-founder of the Awami League. 

 He played a crucial role in advocating political autonomy for East Pakistan, the detached eastern part of 
Pakistan (now Bangladesh). 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-as-an-observer-at-ioc
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sheikh-mujibur-rehman
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 Sheikh Hasina Wazed, the current prime minister of Bangladesh, is the daughter of Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman. 

Extradition Treaty between India and Belgium 
Why in News? 
Cabinet approves signing and ratifying of the Extradition Treaty between India and Belgium. 
Salient features: 

 Obligation to Extradite: Each Party agrees to extradite to the other any person found in its territory, who 
is accused or convicted of an extraditable offence in the territory of the other Party. 

 Extraditable Offences: An extraditable offence means an offence punishable under the laws of both the 
Parties with imprisonment for a period of one year or more severe punishment. 

 Duration of sentence: Where extradition is sought in respect of a convicted person, the duration of the 
sentence remaining to be served must be at least six months at the time of making the request. 

 Offences relating to taxation, or revenue or is one of a fiscal character also fall within the scope of this 
Treaty. 

 Extradition of Nationals is discretionary. The nationality will be determined at the time the offence was 
committed. 

Under the Treaty, extradition shall be refused if: 
 The offence involved is a political offence.  However, the Treaty specifies certain offences, which will not 

be considered as political offences. 

 The offence for which extradition is requested is a military offence. 

 The request for prosecution has been made for the purpose of prosecuting or punishing the person on 
account of his race, sex, religion, nationality or political opinion. 

 The prosecution of enforcement of sentence has become time barred. 

What is Extradition? 
 As defined by Hon’ble Supreme Court of India, ‘Extradition is the delivery on the part of one State to 

another of those whom it is desired to deal with for crimes of which they have been accused or 
convicted and are justifiable in the Courts of the other State’. 

When can it be initiated? 
 An Extradition request for an accused can be initiated in the case of under-investigation, under-trial and 

convicted criminals. In cases under investigation, abundant precautions have to be exercised by the law 
enforcement agency to ensure that it is in possession of prima facie evidence to sustain the allegation 
before the Courts of Law in the Foreign State. 

What is the Legislative Basis for Extradition in India? 
 The Extradition Act 1962 provides India’s legislative basis for extradition. It consolidated the law relating 

to the extradition of criminal fugitive from India to foreign states. The Indian Extradition Act, 1962 was 
substantially modified in 1993 by Act 66 of 1993. 

Who is the nodal authority for Extradition in India? 
 CPV Division, Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India is the Central/Nodal Authority that 

administers the Extradition Act and it processes incoming and outgoing Extradition Requests. 

Virtual G20 Leaders’ Summit 
Why in news? 

 Leaders of the G20 group of nations will hold a video conference on 26th March 2020. 

 The virtual summit will be led by King Salman bin Abdulaziz al Saud of Saudi Arabia which is the 
current president of the economic grouping. 

Details 
 G20 members will be joined by leaders from invited countries, Spain, Jordan, Singapore, and 

Switzerland as well as international organisations, the United Nations, the World Bank Group, the 
World Health Organisation and the World Trade Organisation, the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation, the International Monetary Fund, the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development 

 Apart from 19 of the biggest economies of the world, G20 also includes the European Union. For 
2020, Spain, Jordan Singapore and Switzerland are the invited countries. 
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 For Prime Minister Narendra Modi, this will be the second virtual leadership summit after the video 
summit of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) that he had initiated. 

 The SAARC virtual summit held on March 15 led to the creation of the SAARC COVID-19 Emergency 
Fund. 

 It is expected that the G20 virtual summit will yield a detailed plan for confronting the pandemic 
caused by the novel coronavirus known as COVID-19. 

G20 
 It is an informal group of 19 countries and the European Union (EU), with representatives of 

the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. 
 The membership comprises a mix of the world’s largest advanced and emerging economies, representing 

about two-thirds of the world’s population, 85% of global gross domestic product, 80% of global 
investment and over 75% of global trade. 

The work of G20 is divided into two tracks: 

 The Finance track comprises all meetings with G20 finance ministers and central bank governorsand 
their deputies. Meeting several times throughout the year they focus on monetary and fiscal issues, 
financial regulations, etc. 

 The Sherpa track focuses on broader issues such as political engagement, anti-corruption, development, 
energy, etc. 

G20 Members 
 The members of the G20 are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, 

Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, the United 
Kingdom, the United States and the European Union. 

 Spain as a permanent, non-member invitee, also attends leader summits. 

Structure and Functioning of G20 

 The G20 Presidency rotates annually according to a system that ensures a regional balance over time. 
 For the selection of presidency, the 19 countries are divided into 5 groups, each having no more 

than 4 countries. The presidency rotates between each group. 
 Every year the G20 selects a country from another group to be president. 
 India is in Group 2 which also has Russia, South Africa and Turkey. 

 The G20 does not have a permanent secretariat or Headquarters. 

Issues Addressed by G20: 
 The G20 focuses on a broad agenda of issues of global importance, although, issues pertaining to the 

global economy dominate the agenda, additional items have become more important in recent years, 
like: 
 Financial markets 
 Fight against corruption 
 Advancement of women in job market 
 2030 Agenda for Sustainable development 
 Climate Change 
 Global Health 
 Anti-terrorism 
 Inclusive entrepreneurship 

International Oneliner: 
 The presidency of United Nations Security Council for March 2020 has been taken over by China. 
 North Korea launched two short-range missiles into its eastern sea on 2 March. 
 Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu claimed victory in Israel's general election 2020. 
 Indian-American health policy consultant Seema Verma has been appointed as one of the key members 

of the White House Coronavirus Task Force constituted by US President Donald Trump. 
 The World Bank announced 12 billion USD to assist countries that are grappling with economic impacts 

of coronavirus. 
 Luxembourg, the 7th smallest country in Europe, has been made public transport free to reduce traffic 

pressure on the road. 
 The 20th Session of the senior officials' meeting (SoM) was held in Colombo, Sri Lanka, on 3 March 2020. 
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 Bangladesh is to add two new land ports for the Bangladeshi citizens travelling to India. 
 Janez Jansa, an anti-immigrant politician, was elected as the new Prime Minister of Slovenia 
 US President Donald Trump signed an 8.3 billion US Dollars measure to help tackle the coronavirus 

outbreak killed 12 people in the US and infected more than 200. 
 The annual festival of St Antony’s Shrine begins in Katchatheevu Island of Sri Lanka. 
 Ukraine parliament approved Denys Shmygal as a new prime minister of Ukraine. 
 The 5th edition of BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 

Cooperation) Summit 2020 to be held in Colombo, Sri Lanka in the month of September 2020. 
 The High Court of Bangladesh has ordered that ‘Joy Bangla’ will be the national slogan of Bangladesh. 
 Hiding of information about Corona virus infection has been made a punishable offense in Bangladesh. 
 Niue has become the world’s first whole country recognised as a ‘Dark Sky Place’ by the International 

Dark- Sky Association’s (IDA), which has approved the island’s application for the protection of its sky, 
land and sea. 

 The first human trial of a vaccine against coronavirus (COVID-19) began at Kaiser Permanente 
Washington Health Research Institute (KPWHRI) in Seattle, the US. 

 The Phillipines has become the first country of the world to suspend all financial markets. 
 To ensure sick leave to Americans workers who fall ill from the new coronavirus, President of the United 

States, Donald Trump has signed a $100-billion emergency aid package. 
 The world’s largest streaming media service, Netflix Inc (NFLX.O) has announced the formation of $100 

million fund. 
 Indian footballer Sunil Chhetri chosen for FIFA campaign against Covid-19. 
 A report from China stated that a man died from Hantavirus. 
 United Nations has launched a 2 billion dollar global humanitarian response plan to fight Corona Virus in 

the world's poorest countries. 
 The Government of Sri Lanka has pledged to contribute $5 million to the SAARC (South Asian Association 

for Regional Cooperation) Corona Emergency Fund proposed by Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi on 
March 15, 2020 with an initial grant of $10 million from India to deal with the novel coronavirus (COVID-
19) pandemic. 

 The International Monetary Fund has launched a “Tracker of Policies Governments are Taking in 
Response to COVID-19”. 

 The United States has reported more coronavirus cases than any other country with over 82,400. 
 The United Nations Space Force has launched an Advanced Extremely High-Frequency satellite (AEHF-6) 

for its military communications. 
 China is planning to launch a Long March-5B carrier rocket, an experimental spacecraft, without a crew 

in April 2020. 
 The Union Minister of Oil Dharmendra Pradhan said that Saudi Arabia has announced to provide 

uninterrupted liquid petroleum gas (LPG) supplies to India. 
 Sudhir Rajkumar, a senior official from India, has resigned from his position of Representative of the UN 

Secretary-General for the investment of the assets of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund 
(UNJSPF). 

 
                                                 
 
 

Fishing Cat and Otters 

Why in News? 
Recently, the presence of a viable, breeding population of a fishing cat has been found in Chilika Lake. Further, 
the presence of a smooth-coated otter and an Eurasian otter has also been recorded in the lake. 

About the Species: 
1. Fishing Cat 
Habitat:In India, fishing cats are mainly found in the mangrove forests of the 
Sundarbans, on the foothills of the Himalayas along the Ganga and 
Brahmaputra river valleys and in the Western Ghats 

Protection Status: 

                      Environment 
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 IUCN Red List: Vulnerable 
 CITES: Appendix II 
 Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule I 
  

2. Smooth-Coated Otter 
Habitat:Smooth-coated otters are distributed throughout India from the Himalayas to the south. 
Protection Status: 

 IUCN Red List: Vulnerable 
 CITES: Appendix II 
 Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule II 

3. Eurasian Otter: 
Habitat: Throughout Europe and Asia from Ireland in the west as far as eastern Russia and China. They are also 
found in north Africa (Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia) and the Middle East (Israel, Jordan, Iraq and Iran). 
Protection Status: 

 IUCN Red List: Near Threatened 
 CITES: Appendix I 
 Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule II. 

Red Crowned Roofed Turtle 
Red-crowned roofed turtle: 

 It is a freshwater turtle species, and found in deep flowing rivers with terrestrial nesting sites. 

 The Red-crowned roofed turtle is native to India, Bangladesh and Nepal. 

 Historically, the species was widespread in the Ganga River, both in India and Bangladesh. 

 It also occurs in the Brahmaputra basin. 

 Currently in India, the National Chambal River Gharial Sanctuary is the only area with substantial 
population of the species. 

Conservation Status: 

 IUCN: Critically Endangered 

 Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule I 

 CITES: Appendix II 
Major Threats: 

 Loss or degradation of habitat due to pollution and 
large scale development activities. 

 Sand mining and growing of seasonal crops. 

 Drowning by illegal fishing nets. 

 Poaching and illegal trade. 
 
 

Endangered Turtle Species 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/red-crowned-roofed-turtle
https://simranias.com/endangered-turtle-specie
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Turtles Location IUCN Status 

Northern River Terrapin(Batagur baska) Sunder bans Critically Endangered 

Red-Crowned Roof Turtle (Batagur 
kanchuga) 

National Chambal 
Sanctuary, spread 
across Uttar Pradesh, 
Rajasthan and Madhya 
Pradesh 

Critically 
Endangered 

South Asian Narrow Headed Softshell Turtle 
(Chitra Indica) 

Gangetic river system Critically Endangered 

Black Softshell Turtle (Nilssonia nigricans) 
Temple ponds in 
Assam and Bengal 

Extinct in wild 

Asian Giant Softshell Turtle (Pelochelys 
cantorii) 

In the eastern part of 
the Country 

Vulnerable 

Four-toed River Terrapin or River Terrapin 
(Batagur baska) 

India, Bangladesh and 
Nepal 
  

Critically Endangered 

Olive ridley’s Odhisha Gahirmatha Vulnerable 

Hawksbill Turtle 

Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, the coast of 
Tamil Nadu and 
Orissa. 

Critically Endangered 

Leatherback Turtle 

Tropical and 
temperate waters of 
the Atlantic, Pacific, 
and into Indian 
Oceans. 

Vulnerable 

 

Marine turtles along the Indian coast 
India has a coastline of 7,516.6 km which is rich in biodiversity. At a distance from sustaining fishing grounds, 
India’s coastal waters and beaches endow with foraging and nesting sites for a variety of marine species, including 
sea turtles. Five species of sea turtles are known to reside in Indian coastal waters and islands. These are the 
Olive Ridley, Green, Hawksbill, Loggerhead and the Leatherback turtles. Apart from the Loggerhead, the 
remaining four species nest along the Indian coast. 
In India, despite the fact that sea turtles are protected under the Indian Wildlife Protection Act of 1972, under 
the Schedule I Part II, they face grave terrorization .Some of the major fear includes: 

 Spontaneous beach enlargement. 

 By-catch mortality (in trawl nets and gill nets): By-catch is the name given to ocean animals that are 
involuntarily caught by fishing gear. 

 Feeble enforcement of fisheries and Protected Area policy. 

 To a limited extent, homicide of turtles is for meat and the poaching of eggs. 

Breeding Seasons 
 Breeding season of turtles is usually between the months of November and December. In Tamil Nadu, 

the Olive Ridley nests between December and April along the Chennai-Kancheepuram coastline. The 
feeding area for Olive Ridley, juvenile Hawksbills and Green turtles are primarily the eastern coastline. 
Off-shore waters are also nomadic routes for the Olive Ridley while moving towards beaches in Andhra 
Pradesh and Odisha. 
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 The coastal state of Odisha on the eastern coast of India experiences one of the world’s largest mass 
nestings or arribada of the Olive Ridley turtle during the months of October to April. 

 Three of the world’s main mass nesting beaches for this species are located in Odisha, supporting a 
nesting population of probably more than half a million Olive Ridleys, making this one of the most critical 
conservation areas for this species globally. 

Role of Turtles in marine ecosystem 
Sea turtles occupy a unique position within the food web. They consume an assortment of prey, including puffer 
fish, crustaceans, sponges, tunicates, sea grasses, and algae. The unusual life cycle of the animal plays a vital role 
in transportation of nutrients from the highly productive marine habitats such as sea-grass beds to energy-poor 
habitats like sandy beaches. This helps reverse the usual flow of nutrients from land to sea. 

 Sea turtles, especially the leatherback, keep jellyfish under control, thereby helping to maintain healthy 
fish stocks in the oceans. 

 The Green turtle feeds on sea grass beds and by cropping the grass provide a nursery for numerous 
species of fish, shellfish and crustaceans. 

 The Hawksbill feeds on sponges in the reef ecosystem and opens up crevices for other marine life to live 
in. 

 Turtles are also transporters of nutrients and energy to coastal areas. 

 Unhatched eggs, eggshells and fluids help foster decomposes and create much needed fertilizer in sandy 
beaches. 

As turtle populations in general decline, so does their ability to play a vital role in maintaining the health of the 
world’s oceans. Integrated conservation measures are needed to rebuild their populations to healthy levels so 
that they can carry out the full extent of their key roles in ocean ecosystems. 

Kyasanur Forest Disease 
Why in News? 

 Shivamogga in Karnataka has witnessed number of deaths in the recent past due to the prevalence 
of Kyasanur Forest Disease (KFD) also known as monkey fever. 

 The prevalence of KFD remains high every year from the month of November to April in the region 
during which dry spells dominate the region. 

What is Kyasanur Forest Disease 
(KFD)? 

 It is caused by Kyasanur Forest 
disease virus (KFDV), a 
member of the virus family 
Flaviviridae. It was identified in 
1957 when it was isolated 
from a sick monkey from the 
Kyasanur Forest in Karnataka 
(formerly Mysore) State, India. 

 Hard ticks (Hemaphysalis 
spinigera) are the reservoir of 
KFD virus and once infected, remain so for life. Rodents, shrews, and monkeys are common hosts for 
KFDV after being bitten by an infected tick. KFDV can cause epizootics with high fatality in primates. 

What are the common modes of transmission? 
 Transmission to humans may occur after a tick bite or contact with an infected animal, most 

importantly a sick or recently dead monkey. No person-to-person transmission has been described. 

 Large animals such as goats, cows, and sheep may become infected with KFD but play a limited role in 
the transmission of the disease. 

 These animals provide the blood meals for ticks and it is possible for infected animals with viremia to 
infect other ticks, but transmission of KFDV to humans from these larger animals is extremely rare. 

 Furthermore, there is no evidence of disease transmission via the unpasteurized milk of any of these 
animals. 

What are the signs and symptoms of the disease? 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/kyasanur-forest-disease-1
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 After an incubation period of 3-8 days, the symptoms of KFD begin suddenly with chills, fever, and 
headache. Severe muscle pain with vomiting, gastrointestinal symptoms and bleeding problems may 
occur 3-4 days after initial symptom onset. 

 Patients may experience abnormally low blood pressure, and low platelet, red blood cell, and white 
blood cell counts. 

 After 1-2 weeks of symptoms, some patients recover without complication. However, the illness is 
biphasic for a subset of patients (10-20%) who experience a second wave of symptoms at the beginning 
of the third week. 

 The second wave symptoms include fever and signs of neurological manifestations, such as severe 
headache, mental disturbances, tremors, and vision deficits. 

 The estimated case-fatality rate is from 3 to 5%. 

Is this disease confined to Karnataka only? 
 No, KFD has historically been limited to the western and central districts of Karnataka State, India. 

However, in November 2012, samples from humans and monkeys tested positive for KFDV in the 
southernmost district of the State which neighbors Tamil Nadu and Kerala, indicating the possibility of 
wider distribution of KFDV. 

 Additionally, a virus very similar to KFD virus (Alkhurma hemorrhagic fever virus) has been described in 
Saudi Arabia. 

 People with recreational or occupational exposure to rural or outdoor settings (e.g., hunters, herders, 
forest workers, farmers) within Karnataka are potentially at risk for infection by contact with infected 
ticks. Seasonality is another important risk factor as more cases are reported during the dry season, from 
November through June. 

Is there any treatment and prevention of this disease? 
 There is no specific treatment for KFD, but early hospitalization and supportive therapy are important. 

Supportive therapy includes the maintenance of hydration and the usual precautions for patients with 
bleeding disorders. 

 A vaccine does exist for KFD and is used in endemic areas of India. Additional preventative measures 
include insect repellents and wearing protective clothing in areas where ticks are endemic. 

Heat stress may impact over 1.2 billion people annually by 2100: study 
Why in News? 

 According to research as published in the journal Environmental Research Letters, heat stress from 
extreme heat and humidity will annually affect areas now home to 1.2 billion people by 2100, assuming 
current greenhouse gas emissions. 

 This is more than four times the number of people affected today and more than 12 times the number 
who would have been affected without industrial-era global warming 

What is Heat Stress? 
Heat stress is caused by the body’s inability to cool down properly through sweating. It happens when the 
body’s means of controlling its internal temperature starts to fail. 

 The body reacts to heat by increasing the blood flow to the skin’s surface, and by sweating. This results in 
cooling as sweat evaporates from the body’s surface and heat is carried to the surface of the body from 
within by the increased blood flow. 

 It occurs when the body cannot get rid of excess heat. 

 When this happens, the body’s core temperature rises and the heart rate increases. 

What are the effects of heat stress? 
Typical symptoms are: 

 Body temperature can rise rapidly, and high temperatures may damage the brain and other vital organs. 

 an inability to concentrate 

 muscle cramps 

 heat rash 

 fainting 

 heat exhaustion – fatigue, giddiness, nausea, headache, moist skin 

 Heatstroke – hot dry skin, confusion, convulsions and eventual loss of consciousness. 
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What does the report say? 
 Annual exposure to extreme heat and humidity in excess of safety guidelines is projected to affect areas 

currently home to about 500 million people if the planet warms by 1.5 degrees Celsius, and nearly 800 
million at 2 degrees Celsius 
 An estimated 2 billion people would be affected with 3 degrees Celsius of warming 

 It not only harms the health of humans but its impact is felt on agriculture, economy, and environment. 

Olive Ridley Turtle 
Why in News? 

 Recently, mass nesting of Olive Ridley Turtles started at Odisha’s Rushikulya rookery coast. 

 The Rushikulya rookery on the coast of Odisha in India is the largest mass nesting site for the Olive-
ridley, followed by the coasts of Mexico and Costa Rica. 

About Olive Ridley Turtle: 

 The olive ridley sea turtle also known as the Pacific ridley sea turtle, is a medium-sized species of sea 
turtle found in warm and tropical waters, primarily in the Pacific and Indian Oceans. They can also be 
found in warm waters of Atlantic ocean. 

 IUCN Status: Vulnerable. 

 They are the smallest and most abundant of all sea turtles found in the world. 

 These turtles, along with their cousin the Kemps ridley turtle, are best known for their unique mass 
nesting called Arribada, where thousands of females come together on the same beach to lay eggs. 

 Growing to about 2 feet in length, and 50 kg in weight, the Olive ridley gets its name from its olive 
colored carapace, which is heart-shaped and rounded. 

 They lay their eggs in conical nests about one and a half feetdeep which they laboriously dig with their 
hind flippers. The coast of Orissa in India is the largest mass nesting site for the Olive-ridley, followed by 
the coasts of Mexico and Costa Rica 

 Olive-ridleys face serious threats across their migratory route, habitat and nesting beaches, due to 
human activities such as turtle unfriendly fishing practices, development and exploitation of nesting 
beaches for ports, and tourist centres. 

 Though international trade in these turtles and their products is banned under CITES Appendix I, they are 
still extensively poached for their meat, shell and leather, and their eggs, though illegal to harvest, have a 
significantly large market around the coastal regions. 

 However, the most severe threat they face is the accidental killing of adult turtles through 
entanglement in trawl nets and gill nets due to uncontrolled fishing during their mating season around 
nesting beaches. 

 To reduce accidental killing in India, the Orissa government has made it mandatory for trawls to use 
Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs), a net specially designed with an exit cover which allows the turtles to 
escape while retaining the catch. 

                                    
 
 
                                               

 
RaIDer-X 
Why in News? 

 Recently, RaIDer-X, was unveiled at the National Workshop on Explosive Detection (NWED-2020) in 
Pune. 

 It was organized by the High Energy Materials Research Laboratory (HEMRL), Pune. 

About RalDer-X: 
 It has the capability to detect 20 explosives within a distance of about 2 metres. Bulk explosive in 

concealed condition can also be detected by the device. 

 It can be built to expand its capability to detect a number of explosives in pure form as well as with the 
contaminants. 

  Science and Techonology 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/olive-ridley-turtle-4
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 It has various applications including narcotics, for local police, for customs and other detection agencies 
who need to detect various elements which may be explosive or non-explosive in nature. 

 It has been co-developed by HEMRL, Pune and the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. 

High Energy Materials Research Laboratory, Pune 

 It is a premier laboratory of the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO.) 

 It is involved in basic and applied research in the area of high energy materials. 
 

 
Establishment of Chairs in the Name of Eminent Women Scientists 
Why in News? 
On the occasion of National Science Day (28th February) the Government has announced 11 chairs in the name 
of eminent Indian women scientists in various fields. 

 The theme for the National Science Day 2020 is ‘Women In Science’. 

Key Points 
 The programme intends to encourage, empower women and give due recognition to young women 

researchers excelling in various fields. 

 The 11 Chairs have been instituted in various areas of research including Agriculture, Biotechnology, 
Immunology, Phytomedicine, Biochemistry, Medicine, Social Sciences, Earth Science & Meteorology, 
Engineering, Mathematics, and Physics & Fundamental Research. 

 

 Additionally, the University Grants Commission (UGC) and the 
Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD) have 
jointly established 10 chairs across different universities after 
eminent womento encourage women to pursue higher 
education and excel in their chosen fields. 

 
ICONSAT 2020 
Why in News? 

 The International Conference on NanoScience and NanoTechnology (ICONSAT) 2020 is being organized 
during 5th-7th March at Kolkata (West Bengal). 

 ICONSAT is the series of biennial international conferences held in India under the aegis of Nano 
Mission, Department of Science and Technology (DST). 

Key Points 
 The conference intends to bring out cutting-edge developments in the domain of physical, chemical, 

materials as well as biological sciences with the help of nanotechnology. 

 The event emphasised on 5Ms – Mechanical, Material, Machines, Manufacturing and Manpower, and 
integration of these 5 Ms with nano-science and technology. 

 It also aimed to integrate nanotechnology with sustainable development and new technology (machine 
learning, artificial intelligence and so on). 

 It emphasized the need to create a network of experts in nano-science and to collaborate the 
knowledge across sectors like energy, agriculture, transport, health and so on. 

 It also aims to provide a potential platform for young researchers and students from within the country 
and abroad to keep pace with the latest development in the emerging areas of Nano Science and 
Technology. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/iconsat-2020
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Nano Mission 

 The Government of India launched the Nano Mission in 2007 as an "umbrella capacity-building 
programme". 

 It is being implemented by the Department of Science and Technology (DST) under the Ministry of 
Science and Technology. 

 The objectives of the mission are: 
 Basic research promotion 
 Infrastructure development 
 Nano applications and technology development 
 Human Resource development 
 International collaborations 

 As a result of the efforts led by the Nano Mission, today, India is amongst the top five nations in the 
world in terms of scientific publications in nanoscience and technology (moving from 4th to the 
3rd position). 

 The Nano Mission has established national dialogues to promote R&D in the development of 
standards for nanotechnology and for laying down a National Regulatory Framework Road-Map for 
Nanotechnology (NRFR-Nanotech). 

 

 

New Test with Quantum Coins & Computers for Quantum Sensing 
Why in News? 
Researchers from Raman Research Institute (RRI), an autonomous institution under the Department of Science & 
Technology (DST), have devised a new test for fairness of quantum coin or ‘qubit’ (the basic unit of information 
in a quantum computer) using entanglement theory. 

Details: 
 This is a significant contribution to quantum state discrimination, an essential aspect of quantum 

information science which is expected to influence quantum sensing. The new test uses entanglement to 
test the fairness of the quantum coin. 

 Entanglement is a special type of correlation that exists in the quantum world with no classical 
counterpart. 
 The researchers from RRI made use of this quantum resource to arrive at a test for fairness of a 

quantum coin (a qubit). 
 Their strategy, which makes use of entanglement, enables better discrimination between 

quantum states. Such an advantage is valuable in quantum sensors. 

 This work is a significant contribution to the domain of quantum state discrimination, which is an 
essential aspect of quantum information science. 

 It brings out the crucial role of entanglement in improving our ability to discriminate quantum states. 

 In this work, the researchers concretely implemented the theoretical idea on the simulation facility of 
the IBM quantum computer. 

 They also carried out experiments on the IBM quantum computer which have brought out the 
shortcomings of the experimental hardware and their work is expected to pave the way towards 
improving the experimental devices (by reducing gate errors and noise due to decoherence) used in the 
IBM quantum computer facility. 

 The domain of Quantum Information and Quantum Computing Technology is a growing area of 
research which is expected to influence Data Processing, which in turn, plays a central role in our lives 
in this Information Age. 
 For instance, bank transactions, online shopping and so on crucially depend on the efficiency of 

information transfer. Thus the recent work on quantum state discrimination is expected to be 
valuable in people’s lives in the current era. 

Fuel Cell Technology for Disaster Management 
Scientists at International Advanced Research for Powder Metallurgy & New Materials (ARCI), Hyderabad, an 
autonomous R&D Centre of Department of Science and Technology (DST) have developed Polymer Electrolyte 
Membrane fuel cells (PEMFC).  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/new-test-with-quantum-coins-computers-for-quantum-sensing
https://neoiascap.com/2020/03/07/fuel-cell-technology-for-disaster-management/science/technology
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Key Points 

 ARCI at its Centre for Fuel Cell Technology, Chennai has developed in-house PEMFC systems in the 
power range of 1 to 20 kilowatt (kW) and demonstrated the same in stationary (1-20 kW) and transport 
applications (1,3,5 kW). 

 The latest concept in disaster management all over the World is about conversion of Control Rooms 
to EmergencyOperation 
Centres (EOC). 

 EOCs respond 
immediately during an 
emergency situation 
with State-of-the-Art 
communication systems. 
This helps in providing 
immediate support 
during the Golden Hour 
of the disaster. 

 Emergency Operation 
Centres (EOC) backed with 10 kW systems along with fuel cell stack, air moving sub systems, power 
control devices and control and monitoring system is being planned as a natural disaster management 
measure. 

 Fuel cell systems in EOCs offer a potential benefit in terms of providing sustainable electricity. 

 

Polymer Electrolyte Membrane Fuel Cells (PEMFC) 
 Polymer Electrolyte Membrane Fuel Cells (PEMFC) converts the chemical energy stored in hydrogen 

fuel directly and efficiently to electrical energy with water as the only by-product. 

 It has the potential to reduce our energy use, pollutant emissions, and dependence on fossil fuels. 

 It has an advantage of operational capability at low-temperatures with applications 
in decentralised power generation systems. 

 Fuel cell systems offer a potential benefit in terms of providing sustainable electricity using hydrogen gas 
without the need of grid power as required by conventional battery backup systems 

Commercial Cord Blood Banking 
Why in News? 
Poona Citizen Doctor Forum (PCDF), a body that 
aims to rebuild trust among citizens and doctors, 
and promote ethical rational medical practice, has 
come forward to bust the aggressively promoted 
concept of cord blood banking. 

Highlights: 
 The leading gynaecologist and activist Dr. Arun Gadre has warned to-be parents against falling prey to 

the emotional marketing tactics by stem cell banking companies. 

 Over the past decade, stem cell banking has been aggressively marketed even as its use is still in 
experimental stages. 

 But these companies charge enormous fees from parents to preserve cells, adding it is merely by 
emotional marketing that companies convince parents to bank the cells for several years promising 
future therapeutic use. 

 Cord blood banking involves taking the umbilical cord blood, which is a rich source of stem cells, and 
preserving it for future use. 

 Private companies who have forayed into this field offer packages anywhere between ₹50,000 and ₹1 
lakhs to store and preserve the cells in right conditions. 

Views by ICMR: 
 However, the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) does not recommend commercial stem cell 

banking. 

https://neoiascap.com/2020/03/07/fuel-cell-technology-for-disaster-management/science/technolo
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/commercial-cord-blood-banking
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 It says so far there is no scientific basis for preservation of cord blood for future self-use and this 
practice therefore raises ethical and social concerns. 

 Private storage of the cord blood is advisable when there is an elder child in the family with a condition 
treatable with these cells and the mother is expecting the next baby. 

 In other situations, parents should be educated about the limitations of banking at this point of time. 

Concerns: 
 Despite such guidelines, a nexus of doctors and stem cell banking companies thrives and these 

companies get access to data of to-be parents. 

 Activists say stem cell banking companies start approaching their prospective customers much before 
the delivery and offer competitive packages. 

 Cord Blood banking: 

 Globally, cord blood 
banking is recommended 
as a source of 
hematopoietic stem cell 
(derived from bone 
marrow, peripheral 
blood, or umbilical cord 
blood) transplantation 
for hematological 
cancers and disorders 
where its use is 
recommended. 

 For all other conditions, the use of cord blood as a source of stem cells is not yet established. 
 

Cord Blood: 
 Cord blood is the blood from the baby that is left in the umbilical cord and placenta after birth. 

 It contains special cells called hematopoietic stem cells that can be used to treat some types of diseases. 

Hematopoietic Stem Cells: 
 Most cells can make copies only of themselves. For example, a skin cell only can make another skin cell. 

 Hematopoietic stem cells, however, can mature into different types of blood cells in the body. 

 Hematopoietic stem cells also are found in blood and bone marrow in adults and children. 

 Hematopoietic stem cells can be used to treat more than 70 types of diseases, including diseases of the 
immune system, genetic disorders, neurologic disorders, and some forms of cancer, including Leukemia 
and Lymphoma. 

 For some of these diseases, stem cells are the primary treatment. For others, treatment with stem cells 
may be used when other treatments have not worked or in experimental research programs. 

Stem Cells: 
 Stem cells are cells that can differentiate into other types of cells, and can also divide in self-renewal to 

produce more of the same type of stem cells. 

Indian Council of Medical Research: 

 The ICMR is the apex body in India for the formulation, coordination and promotion of biomedical 
research, and is one of the oldest and largest medical research bodies in the world. 

 The ICMR is funded by the Government of India through the Department of Health Research, 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

 

Methanotrophic Bacteria for Methane Mitigation 
Why in News? 
Scientists at Agharkar Research Institute (ARI), Pune, have isolated 45 different strains of methanotrophic 
bacteria. These bacteria have been found to be capable of reducing methane emissions from rice plants. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/methanotrophic-bacteria-for-methane-mitigation
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Methanotrophic bacteria:  
 Methanotrophic bacteria metabolize and convert methane into carbon-

di-oxide (CO2). 

 Methanotrophs can effectively reduce the emission of methane. 

 In rice fields, the bacteria are active near the roots or soil-water 
interfaces. 

 ARI Scientist has enriched, isolated, and cultivated the 45 different 
strains of methanotrophs and created the first indigenous methanotroph 
culture. 

 They have also isolated indigenous methanotrophs from Western and 
Southern India, mainly from rice field soils and freshwater mud. They 
have documented two novel genera and six novel species of methanotrophs from rice fields in Western 
India. 

 Some of the bacteria strains were used as bio-inoculants in rice plants during the pot trials. 

 During the trial, the scientist found a decrease in methane emissions in inoculated plants with a positive 
or neutral effect on the growth of the rice. It is expected that it could lead to the development of 
microbial inoculants for methane mitigation in rice. 

 Rice fields contribute to nearly 10% of global methane emissions. 

Epidemic Disease Act 
Why in News? 
Recently a high level meeting to tackle COVID-19 has been decided that all States/Union Territories should be 
advised to invoke provisions of Section 2 of the Epidemic Disease Act, 1897. 

About Epidemic Disease Act, 1897 
 The Epidemic Diseases Act was introduced by the British to tackle the epidemic of bubonic plague that 

broke out in the then state of Bombay 

 Epidemic Disease Act, 1897, is expedient to provide for the better prevention of the spread of 
dangerous epidemic 

 It is routinely enforced across the country for dealing with outbreaks of diseases such as swine flu, 
dengue, and cholera. 

 The State Government may take measures and prescribe regulations for the inspection of persons 
travelling by railway or otherwise, and the segregation, in hospital, temporary accommodation or 
otherwise, of persons suspected by the inspecting officer of being infected with any such disease. 

 Under the act the Central Government may take measures and prescribe regulations for the inspection 
of any ship or vessel leaving or arriving at any port. 

 Any person disobeying any regulation or order made under this Act shall be deemed to have committed 
an offence punishable under section 188 of the Indian Penal Code. 

Zn-Air Battery 
In News: 

 Zinc–air batteries (non-rechargeable), and zinc–air fuel cells (mechanically rechargeable) are metal–air 
batteries powered by oxidizing zinc with oxygen from the air. 

 These batteries have high energy densities and are relatively inexpensive to produce. 

 Sizes range from very small button cells for hearing aids, larger batteries used in film cameras that 
previously used mercury batteries, to very large batteries used for electric vehicle propulsion. 

 The fabricated Zn-air battery had been displayed in INDIA Nano Expo. 

 It uses Metal-Organic Framework (MOF) derived core-shell nanocomposite as a cathode material. 

 It is trifunctional in nature, which means active for 
1. ORR (Oxygen reduction reaction), 
2. OER (Oxygen evolution reaction) 
3. HER (Hydrogen evolution reaction) catalytic reactions. 

 The fabricated Zn-air battery is safe, lightweight, and is recharged electrically as well as mechanically. 
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 Along with this, to exploit the HER activity, the same material was used as anode and cathode in water 
electrolyser which is powered by the fabricated Zn-air battery and thus showing self-powered overall 
water splitting process. 

INDIA Nano 2020 
In News: 

 INDIA Nano conference and exhibition was held in Bengaluru, it showcased technologies and products 
developed by academia and companies in nanotechnology. 

 It is organized by the Department of Science and Technology, Govt. of Karnataka and Jawaharlal Nehru 
Centre for Advanced Scientific Research (JNCASR). 

 JNCASR is an autonomous institution of the Department of Science and Technology, Government of 
India. 

Spanish Flu 
In News: 

 As COVID-19 grows into a global health crisis, parallels are being drawn with the Spanish influenza of 
1918-19,  

 Spanish Flu is considered the most devastating pandemic in recent history, with an estimated toll of 20-
50 million lives. 

 The 1918 influenza pandemic (1918-20; colloquially known as the Spanish flu) was the first of the two 
pandemics involving H1N1 influenza virus, with the second being the swine flu in 2009. 

 The focal point of that pandemic a century ago was India (brought to India by World War I soldiers 
returning home), where between 10-20 million Indians died 

H1N1 Virus 

 H1N1 influenza virus causes Swine Flu. 

 Swine Flu is an infection of the respiratory tract characterized by the usual symptoms of flu — cough, 
nasal secretions, fever, loss of appetite, fatigue, and headache. 

 It is called swine flu because it was known in the past to occur in people who had been in the vicinity of 
pigs. 

 The virus is transmitted by short-distance airborne transmission, particularly in crowded enclosed 
spaces. Hand contamination and direct contact are other possible sources of transmission. 

 
New anti-tuberculosis drug 
Why in News? 

 The anti-tuberculosis drug Pretomanid was recently approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA). 

 This will be a game-changer for treating people with extensively drug-resistant TB (XDR-TB) and 
multidrug-resistant TB (MDR-TB) drugs. 

Why pretomanid was approved? 
 Pretomanid is only the third drug in the last 4 decades to get FDA approval. 

 This highlights the scarcity of new drugs to treat TB bacteria that are rapidly developing resistance 
against most available drugs. 

 The all-oral, three-drug regimen of bedaquiline, pretomanid, and linezolid (BPaL) had a 90% cure rate in 
a phase III trial in South Africa involving 109 participants. 

 In contrast, the current treatment success rate for XDR-TB and MDR-TB is about 34% and 55%, 
respectively. 

What is the significance of Pretomanid? 
 Importantly, the regimen was found to be safe and effective in curing TB in people living with HIV. 

 Unlike 18-24 months needed to treat highly-resistant TB using nearly 20 drugs, the BPaL regimen took 
just six months, was better tolerated and more potent in clearing the bacteria. 

 The shorter duration is more likely to increase adherence to therapy and improve treatment outcomes. 

What do the facts say? 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/spanish-flu
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 According to the World Health Organisation, in 2017, there were an estimated 4.5 lakh people across the 
world with MDR-TB, of which India accounted for 24%, and about 37,500 with XDR-TB. 

 With only a low percentage of MDR-TB cases being treated, the actual number of people who do not 
tolerate or respond to available MDR-TB drugs and so will be eligible to receive the BPaL regimen is 
unknown. 

 Though the total number of people who will require the new drug may not be high, these are people 
who have very little alternative treatment options that are safe and efficacious. 

How is affordability of the drug a factor? 
 While the availability of a potent drug is welcome news, it remains to be seen if it would be made 

affordable, particularly in the developing countries where the burden of XDR-TB and MDR-TB is the 
highest. 

 TB Alliance, an international NGO, which developed and tested the drug, has already signed an exclusive 
licensing agreement with a generic-drug manufacturer for high-income markets. 

 Making the drug affordable to those with extreme form of drug resistance will be highly commendable 
and needed model to be followed. 

 There is a compulsion to keep the prices low and increase treatment uptake to stop the spread of highly 
drug-resistant TB bacteria. 

COVID-19 as a Notified Disaster 
Why in News? 
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) will treat COVID-19 as a notified disaster for providing assistance under the 
State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF). 

What is a disaster? 

 The Disaster Management Act, 2005 (DM Act, 2005) has given a definition for disaster. 

 Disaster is a catastrophe, calamity or grave occurrence in any area, arising from natural or man-made 
causes. 

 It may result in substantial loss of life or human suffering or damage to, and destruction of, property or 
environment. 

 Disaster would be of nature or magnitude as to be beyond the coping capacity of the community of the 
affected area. 

How are disasters classified? 
 The High Power Committee on Disaster Management of 1999 had identified 31 disaster categories. 

 This committee organised these categories into 5 major sub-groups, 
1. Water and climate related disasters 
2. Geological related disasters 
3. Chemical, industrial and nuclear related disasters 
4. Accident Related Disasters 
5. Biological related disasters, which includes epidemics. 

What is SDRF? 
 The SDRF was constituted under the DM Act, 2005. 

 It is the primary fund available with the State governments for responses to notified disasters. 

 This fund will help the State governments meet expenditure for providing immediate relief to the 
victims. 

 The disasters covered under the SDRF include cyclones, droughts, tsunamis, hailstorms, landslides and 
pest attacks among others. 

How much does the Centre contribute? 
 The Centre contributes 75% of the SDRF allocation for general category States and Union Territories. 

 It contributes 90% of the SDRF allocation for special category States (northeast, Uttarakhand, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir). 

 For SDRF, the Centre releases funds in two equal instalments as per the recommendation of the Finance 
Commission. 

 The National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF), also constituted under the DM Act, 2005, will supplement 
the SDRF of a state. 
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 The NDRF will support the SDRF in case of a disaster of severe nature, if adequate funds are not available 
in the SDRF. 

Have there been such instances in the past? 
 In 2001, the National Committee on Disaster Management under then Prime Minister was mandated to 

look into the parameters that should define a national calamity. 

 However, the committee did not suggest any fixed criterion. 

 As of now, there is no executive or legal provision to declare a national calamity. 

 In 2018, in view of the devastation caused by the Kerala floods, Kerala politicians demanded that the 
floods be declared a “national calamity”. 

 There have been demands from states to declare certain events as natural disasters, such as the 
Uttarakhand flood (2013). 

 One Health science 

Overview 
 The Nipah virus outbreak was thought to have come from fruit bats. These diseases, which “spillover” 

from animals to humans are referred to as zoonotic diseases, and represent more than 60% of emerging 
infectious diseases worldwide. 

 The destruction of the natural environment, globalized trade and travel, and industrialized food 
production systems have created numerous pathways for new pathogens to jump between animals and 
humans. 

 Understanding this critical intersection between human health, domestic and wild animal health and the 
environment requires a new integrated framework — a paradigm called ‘OneHealth’. 

One Health 
 ‘One Health’ is an approach to designing and implementing programs, policies, legislation, and research 

in which multiple sectors communicate and work together to achieve better public health outcomes. 

 The areas of work in which a One Health approach is particularly relevant include food safety, the 
control of zoonoses (diseases that can spread between animals and humans, such as flu, rabies, and Rift 
Valley Fever), and combatting antibiotic resistance (when bacteria change after being exposed to 
antibiotics and become more difficult to treat). 

Why do we need a One Health approach? 
 Many of the same microbes infect animals and humans, as they share the eco-systems they live in. 

Efforts by just one sector cannot prevent or eliminate the problem. 
 For instance, rabies in humans is effectively prevented only by targeting the animal source of the 

virus (for example, by vaccinating dogs). 

 So to effectively contain it, a well-coordinated approach in humans and in animals is required. 

How does it work? 
 Many professionals with a range of expertise who are active in different sectors, such as public health, 

animal health, plant health, and the environment are required to find a solution to the problem. 

 To effectively detect, respond to, and prevent outbreaks of zoonoses and food safety problems, 
epidemiological data and laboratory information should be shared across sectors. 

 Government officials, researchers and workers across sectors at the local, national, regional and global 
levels should implement joint responses to health threats. 

Example- Kyasanur Forest Disease 
 The concept of onehealth may be of recent origin but it was operationalized back in the late 1950s. 

 A stellar example of OneHealth being operationalized helped discover the source of Kyasanur Forest 
Disease (KFD), a highly dangerous hemorrhagic fever more threatening than COVID-19. 

 It took pioneering interdisciplinary work to bring together diverse entities like the 

 Rockefeller Foundation 
 It provided the financial and technical support, including laboratory facilities 

 The Virus Research Centre (later the National Institute of Virology), Pune. 
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 A team of dedicated researchers from the Virus Research Centre searched the forests of the 
Western Ghats for potential carriers and autopsied monkeys in their investigations into the cause of 
the disease. 

 The World Health Organization (WHO) and the Bombay Natural History Society. 
 The bird man of India, Salim Ali, supported by WHO funds, tagged migratory birds to rule out the 

possibility that they were carrying pathogens responsible for the disease in their cross-continental 
flights. 

This model of cross-sectoral collaboration did not set the tone for further research along similar lines or fructify 
into readying our public health system to address zoonotic diseases. 

Range of permissions 
 The regulatory framework for doing OneHealth research in India with international 

collaboration typically requires approvals from multiple authorities, including Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR), the Ministries of External Affairs and Finance, Directorate General of the Armed Forces, 
National Biodiversity Authority, Committee for the Purpose of Control & Supervision of Experiments on 
Animals and State health authorities, among others. 

 Additional permissions are required from state forest authorities and biodiversity boards for accessing 
biological resources within natural landscapes. 

 Yes, there is a necessity for permission, but the range of permissions needed and the long waiting 
periods (ranging from three months to more than a year), raises the issue of whether we are unwittingly 
hampering our ability to rapidly respond to emerging threats from infectious diseases. 

National Mission on Biodiversity and Human Well-being 
 The mission aims to explore the neglected links between biodiversity science and human well-

being across the sectors of health, economic development, agricultural production and livelihood 
generation, in combination with efforts to mitigate climate change and related disasters. 

 One of the components of the mission explicitly links biodiversity to human health through the 
OneHealth framework. 

Significance of OneHealth 
The frequency with which new pathogens are emerging or old ones are re-emerging across the world are alarm 
calls for greater transparency, cross-country collaborations, and enhanced national infrastructure and capacity for 
integrated OneHealth science. 

 The OneHealth program aims to encourage team science by having networks of institutions collectively 
bid for grants to set up integrated OneHealth surveillance systems across India at 25 sentinel surveillance 
sites in potential emerging infectious disease hotspots. 

 In this manner, government and private institutions, across a range of disciplines, from virology to 
epidemiology, genomics to ecology, and social and behavioral sciences to veterinary and animal sciences 
can collaborate to understand how zoonotic diseases can emerge, the threats they can pose, and the 
mechanisms by which the emergence or spread can be controlled. 

Conclusion 
 Given our pioneering historical contribution to combat zoonotic diseases, and a robust institutional 

framework for biomedical research, India has the opportunity to take the lead in combating the massive 
public health crisis posed by emerging infectious diseases. 

 An opportunity now exists for India to leap-frog over the systemic and institutional barriers that prevent 
an integrated OneHealth framework from being operationalized. 

Maharashtra: Top Performer in Organ Donation 
Why in News? 
Maharashtra has recently surpassed Tamil Nadu and Telangana and became the top performer in the field of 
organ donation. 

The Ministry of Health and Family welfare has established 

 National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO) at National level, State Organ 
 Tissue Transplant Organisation (SOTTO) in States and Regional Organ and 
 Tissue Transplant Organisation (ROTTO) at regional level. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/maharashtra-top-performer-in-organ-donation
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 NOTTO functions as apex centre for coordinating all activities and networking for procurement and 
distribution of organs and tissues and maintaining registry of organs and tissues donation and 
transplantation in the country. 

 Sensitisation drives and the meticulous efforts of Regional Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation – 
State Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation (ROTTO-SOTTO) along with four Zonal Transplant 
Coordination Centres (ZTCCs) are important contributing factors behind this achievement. 

About Organ Donation: 
 It means giving part of the body (organ) to a person with end stage organ disease who needs a 

transplant. 

 The organs that can be donated for transplantation include kidney, liver, heart, lungs, and small bowel 
and tissues such as corneas, heart valves, skin and bone. 

There are two types of Organ Donation: 
 A person during his life can donate one kidney, a portion of pancreas and a part of the liver are 

called Living Donor Organ Donation. 

 A person can donate multiple organs and tissues after (brain-stem/cardiac) death are called Deceased 
Donor Organ Donation. 

Legal Framework for Organ Donation: 
 Organ Transplantation and Donation is permitted both by law and covered under the “Transplantation of 

Human Organs Act 1994”, which has allowed organ donation by live & Brain-stem Dead donors. 

 According to the amendment of the Act which also brought in donation of human tissues, thereby calling 
it as “Transplantation of Human Organs & Tissues Act 2011”. 

 The Government of India has also started a National Organ and Transplant Program (NOTP). 

 Under NOTP, which patients below the poverty line are supported for the cost of transplant as well as 
cost of immunosuppression after transplant for one year. 

Superhydrophobic Coating on Metallic Surfaces 
Why in News? 

 A team from the Indian Institute of Technology (Indian School of Mines), Dhanbad, and Ohio State 
University has created a superhydrophobic coating to save steel from rusting. 

 The coating was made from polyurethane and silicon dioxide nanoparticles. 

Superhydrophobic Surfaces 
 The term hydrophobicity is derived from two greek words that are hydro (water) and phobos (fear). It is 

the ability to repel water. 

 Superhydrophobic coating is a nanoscopic surface layer that repels water. 

 Adding a superhydrophobic coating makes a surface liquid and water repellent, easy to clean, and boosts 
its anti-icing performance (ability to delay the formation of ice for a certain period of time) 

 Super-hydrophobic coatings are also found in nature; they appear on plant leaves, such as the Lotus leaf, 
and some insect wings. 

 Apart from steel the coating can be done on other metallic surfaces, such as aluminum, copper, 
brass. The coatings have also been developed for glass, cloth, paper and wood. 

 Developing an antimicrobial superhydrophobic coating for biomedical applications is also being worked 
on. 

 Without this, the coating tends to easily peel off due to smoothness of steel. 

 The spin coating was found to be more advantageous and cost-effective compared to immersion 

coating and spray coating. 

 Spin coating dried quickly and the thickness of the coat could be controlled easily 

Silicon dioxide 
 Silicon dioxide (SiO2), also known as silica, is a natural compound made of two of the earth's most 

abundant materials: silicon (Si) and oxygen (O2). 

 Silicon dioxide is most often recognized in the form of quartz. It's found naturally in water, plants, 
animals, and the earth. 

Polyurethane 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/superhydrophobic-coating-on-metallic-surfaces
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 Polyurethane is a polymer composed of organic units joined by urethane links. 

 It is a plastic material, which exists in various forms. 

 They are used in a wide variety of applications to create all manner of consumer and industrial products 
that play a crucial role in making our lives more convenient, comfortable and environmentally friendly. 

Properties of the Coating 
 Chemically Stability: Stable in both acidic (pH 5) and alkaline (pH 8) conditions for more than six weeks. 

 Thermal Stability: Stable up to 230 degree C. 

 Mechanical Stability: Highly stable when tested with water jet, floating, bending, sand abrasion tests. 

Self-cleaning  
 When water droplets were made to fall on an uncoated surface they stuck to it and made a messy 

surface. 

 However, in the case of a coated sample, water droplets roll away while collecting dust from the surface. 

Easy to make 
 The chemicals used to make the coating are easily available and are also environmentally friendly. 

 The cost of coating will further reduce when mass-produced on commercial scale. 

Starch-based Materials to Stop Blood Loss 
Why in News? 

 Recently, scientists from the Institute of Nano Science and Technology (INST) have developed a starch-
based ‘hemostat’ material that concentrates the natural clotting factors in blood by physically absorbing 
excess fluid. 

 Hemostat materials absorb excess fluid by concentrating the natural clotting factors in the blood that 
are critical for stopping the blood flow. 

Key Points: 
 The product is made by microparticles known as ‘calcium-modified carboxymethyl-starch’. 

 When the microparticles combine, they create an adherent gel that can remain on the wound until 
slowly dissipating as healing proceeds. 

 These microparticles are prepared by modifying some of the chemical hydroxyl groups on starch to 
carboxymethyl groups while also incorporating the beneficial calcium ions, which encourages the 
aggregation of red blood cells and platelets and their activation to generate the fibrin protein network 
that forms a stable blood clot. 

 This modification increases the ability of the molecules to interact with water. This is the basis of its 
impressive ability to absorb fluid from the blood and hence concentrate the clotting factors. 

 The product has increased absorption capacity and adhesion, it is inexpensive, non-toxic, biocompatible 
as well as biodegradable. 

 Presently, no single hemostatic agent exists that can work in all situations and current hemostat 
materials are very expensive and available mostly in developed countries. 

 
Blood Clotting: 

 Clotting is a necessary process that can prevent too much loss of 
blood when there is cut or injury. 

 A blood clot is a clump of blood that has changed from a liquid 
to a gel-like or semisolid state. 

 Blood clots are healthy and lifesaving when they stop bleeding. 
But unnecessary clotting causes serious medical problems which 
include a heart attack, stroke, etc. 

 E.g If a clot formed inside one of veins breaks free and travels 
through veins to heart and lungs, it can get stuck and prevent 
blood flow. 

 An injury or a trauma stimulates the platelets (also called 
thrombocytes) in the blood to release certain factors which 
activate the mechanism of clotting. 

 Calcium ions, Fibrinogens, a protein and Vitamin K are also needed for clotting. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/starch-based-materials-to-stop-blood-loss
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Nanocomposite Coatings 
Why In News? 
A group of scientists at the International Advanced Research Centre for Powder Metallurgy & New Materials 
(ARCI), an autonomous R&D center of the Department of Science & Technology (DST) have developed a process 
for size-selective deposition of nanocomposite coatings. 

Key Points: 
 Nanocomposite coatings are formed by mixing two or more dissimilar materials at nanoscale to 

improve the physical, chemical and physicochemical properties of the new materials. 

 The scientists have found that nickel tungsten-based coatings with infusion of particular sized Silicon 
Carbide (SiC) submicron particles using a pulsed electroplating can provide an excellent combination of 
wear and corrosion resistance. 

Advantages of the Process: 
 The nanocomposite coating demonstrated excellent tribological behavior (science and engineering of 

interacting surfaces in relative motion, which includes principles of friction, lubrication, and wear) 
compared to other wear-resistant coatings. 

 The coatings withstood 1000 hours of salt spray (corrosion) without degradation when compared to 
conventional wear-resistant coatings. 

 The process is highly economical without environmental constraints. 

ISRO’s Assistance in Fishing 
Why in News? 
Recently, the Minister of State for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying replied in Lok Sabha on ISRO’s 
Assistance in finding Rich Fishing Areas. 

Key Points: 
 Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has developed the methodology for the generation of 

fishery advisories and transfer to Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) since 
2002 as an operational service for providing Potential Fishing Zone (PFZ) advisories. 

 This INCOIS utilizes data on chlorophyll concentration (Chl) obtained from ISRO’s Oceansat-2 satellite 
and the sea surface temperature from National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA / USA 
satellites). 

 The INCOIS uses these satellite datas to prepare the PFZ advisories on the potential rich fishing areas and 
provide to the sea faring fishermen in all states. 

Benefits: 
 PFZ advisories helped fishermans in avoiding the unwanted search for fish shoals. This reduces their fuel 

consumption. 

 Reduction in fuel consumption reduces carbon emission and hence pollution. 

OceanSat-2: 
 OceanSat-2 provides service continuity for the operational services of Oceansat-1 with enhanced 

application potential. It was launched in 2009. 

 It’s main objectives are to study surface winds and ocean surface strata, observation of chlorophyll 
concentrations, monitoring of phytoplankton blooms, study of atmospheric aerosols and suspended 
sediments in the water. 

Anti-HIV Drugs for COVID-19 
 Why in News? 

 The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has issued revised guidelines on the ‘Clinical Management of 
COVID-19’. 

 COVID-19 patients may present with mild, moderate, or severe illness and the early recognition of 
suspected patients allows for timely initiation of infection, prevention and control. 

 The Ministry has recommended use of drug combinations Lopinavir and Ritonavir (sold under the 
brand name Kaletra) depending upon the severity of the condition of a person having coronavirus 
infection, on a case-to-case basis. 

Key points: 
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 Lopinavir-Ritonavir is recommended for high-risk groups of patients aged above 60 who are suffering 
from diabetes mellitus, renal failure, chronic lung disease and are immuno-compromised. 

 Lopinavir-Ritonavir is used widely for controlling Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) infection. 

 However, the use of Lopinavir-Ritonavir is also associated with significant adverse events which many 
times have led to discontinuation of therapy. 

 There is no current evidence from randomised controlled trials to recommend any specific treatment for 
suspected or confirmed COVID-19 patients. 

 No specific antivirals are recommended for treatment of those suffering from respiratory ailment due to 
lack of adequate evidence from medical literature. 

 The use of this drug combination is suggested by an expert committee comprising doctors from the All 
India Institutes of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), experts from National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) and 
World Health Organisation (WHO). 

Role of Lipids in Infectious Diseases 
Why in News? 
Researchers at IIT-Bombay are using biologically active lipid molecules as chemical biology tools to understand 
their biological disease-causing function. 

 Researchers are using lipids from Mycobacteria tuberculosis (Mtb). 

Key Points 
 The role of lipids in critical mechanisms involved in host-pathogen interplay is being explored. 

 The mechanism of action of Mtb lipids on human host membrane and related cellular events represents 
a golden opportunity to deepen the understanding of the function of Mtb lipids in membrane-dictated 
bacterial survival, pathogenesis, and drug resistance. 

 Scientists are also investigating the role of Mtb lipids in drug-membrane interactions, underscored by the 
fact that lipids critically dictate the molecular interactions of drugs with membranes influencing drug 
diffusion, partitioning, and accumulation. 

 Membrane structures specific to mycobacterial lipids have also been developed which can act as ‘cell-
free’ platforms for anti-tubercular (relating to TB) drug interactions. They would help in: 
 

 Investigating antibiotic interactions with mycobacterial (causative agent of Tuberculosis) specific 
membranes for future antibiotic design. 

 Shaping the effectiveness of already existing anti-TB drug molecules and fostering development of new 
ones. 

 Investigation of host cellular pathways rewired by pathogenic factors and elucidate 
possible therapeutic targets in Tuberculosis. 

Lipid 

 Lipids are molecules that contain hydrocarbons and make up the building blocks of the structure and 
function of living cells. 

 They are responsible for maintaining the integrity of our cell membrane, which allows nutrients and 
drugs to pass through the cell. 

 They play a major role in altering properties of the cell membrane. 

 During infection and in diseases, the lipids are breached and membranes are harnessed by pathogens 
for their survival and infection 

 

 

Huntington disease 
Why in News? 

 Huntington disease (HD) is a progressive genetic disorder affecting the brain.  

 It causes uncontrolled movements, impaired coordination of balance and movement, a decline in 
cognitive abilities, difficulty in concentrating and memory lapses, mood swings and personality changes 

How is the disease caused? 
 A gene called HTT are involved in the production of a protein called huntingtin. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/role-of-lipids-in-infectious-diseases
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 When these genes mutate, they provide 
faulty instructions leading to production 
of abnormal huntingtin proteins and 
these form into clumps.  

 The clumps disrupt the normal 
functioning of the brain cells, which 
eventually leads to death of neurons in 
the brain, resulting in Huntington 
disease. 
 

 
ElectronicsManufacturing Clusters (EMC2.0) Scheme 
Why in news? 

 Recently, the Union Cabinet has approved financial assistance to the Modified Electronics Manufacturing 
Clusters (EMC 2.0) Scheme. 

 EMC 2.0 is a scheme for development of world class infrastructure along with common facilities and 
amenities through Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMCs). 

Key highlights: 
 The Modified Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMC 2.0) Scheme would support setting up of both 

Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMCs) and Common Facility Centers (CFCs). 

 For the purpose of this Scheme, an Electronics Manufacturing Cluster (EMC) would set up in 
geographical areas of certain minimum extent, preferably contiguous, where the focus is on 
development of basic infrastructure, amenities and other common facilities for the ESDM units. 

 For Common Facility Centre (CFC), there should be a significant number of existing ESDM units located 
in the area and the focus is on upgrading common technical infrastructure and providing common 
facilities for the ESDM units in such EMCs, Industrial Areas/Parks/industrial corridors. 

Benefits: 
 The Scheme will create a robust infrastructure base for electronic industry to attract flow of investment 

in ESDM sector and lead to greater employment opportunities. 

 Availability of ready infrastructure and Plug and Play facility for attracting investment in electronics 
sector: 

 New investment in electronics sector 

 Jobs created by the manufacturing units; 

 Revenue in the form of taxes paid by the manufacturing units 

National Supercomputing Mission (NSM) 
Why in news? 
French IT services firm Atos has won a three-year contract to build the first phase of supercomputers under 
India’s Rs 4,500-crore National Supercomputing Mission (NSM) 

National Supercomputing Mission (NSM): 
 The Mission envisages empowering national academic and R&D institutions spread over the country by 

installing a vast supercomputing grid comprising of more than 70 high-performance computing facilities. 

 These supercomputers will also be networked on the National Supercomputing grid over the National 
Knowledge Network (NKN). 

 The NKN is another programme of the government which connects academic institutions and R&D labs 
over a high speed network. 

 The Mission includes development of highly professional High Performance Computing (HPC) aware 
human resource for meeting challenges of development of these applications. 

 India looks forward to create a cluster of machines for weather forecasting, drug discovery and data 
mining. 

Implementation: 
 The NSM is divided into two key tracks, build and buy, which are being spearheaded by the C-DAC and 

Bengaluru’s Indian Institute of Science respectively. 
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 Atos has won the contract for the ‘build’ part of the NSM for which it will partner CDAC in all three 
phases of the project. 

 While Phase I involves assembling of the supercomputers, in Phase II, certain components like the 
motherboards would be manufactured locally, and in the third phase, the supercomputer would be 
designed in India by C-DAC. 

 In Phase II, it will be an aggregate of 10 petaflop, but the number of computers is yet to be decided. 

 In the first phase, IIT-Kharagpur will have a 1.3 petaflop machine and IISER Pune and IIT-BHU will have 
a 650 teraflop computer each. 

 The Mission would be implemented and steered jointly by the Department of Science and Technology 
(DST) and Department of Electronics and Information Technology (DeitY) over a period of seven years. 

 The tender to build these high performance computers (HPC) had been floated by the Centre for 
Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC). 

 Atos would be deploying its energy efficient Direct Liquid Cooled Bull Sequana supercomputers in India. 

Made in India COVID19 Test Kit 
 India-based Mylab has discovered (Covid-19) diagnostic test kits, called reverse transcription polymerase 

chain reaction (RT-PCR) tests. 

 It is First 'Made in India' COVID19 Test Kit to diagnose COVID-19 gets the commercial approval from the 
Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO). 

 The testing kit has been commercially approved by the Indian FDA / Central Drugs Standard Control 
Organization (CDSCO). 

 The approval is expected to help increase testing in the country. 

 RT-PCR kits can study 1000 samples from large labs and 200 from smaller labs. 

 According to the developers, it would cost nearly one-fourth of the current procurement cost and is 
faster as it screens and detects the infection within 2.5 hours as compared with over 7 hours by others. 

Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) 

 Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) is the apex body in India for the formulation, 
coordination and promotion of biomedical research. 

 It was founded in 1911 with the name of Indian Research Fund Association (IRFA) and renamed as 
ICMR in 1949. 

 It is funded by the Government of India through the Department of Health Research, Ministry of 
Health & Family Welfare. 

National Institute of Virology 
 The National Institute of Virology is one of the major Institutes of the Indian Council of Medical 

Research (ICMR). 
 It was established at Pune, Maharashtra in 1952 as Virus Research Centre (VRC) under the auspices 

of the ICMR and the Rockefeller Foundation (RF), USA. 
 Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO) 
 The CDSCO is the Central Drug Authority for discharging functions assigned to the Central 

Government under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act,1940. 
Major Functions: 

 Regulatory control over the import of drugs, approval of new drugs and clinical trials. 
 Approval of certain licences as Central Licence Approving Authority. 

 

Hanta Virus 

In News: 
 According to Chinese media source, a person from Yunnan Province who tested positive for the 

Hantavirus has died recently. 

 The Hantavirus is not novel and its first case dates back to 1993, according to the US Centre for Disease 
Control (CDC). 

 It is contracted by humans from infected rodents. 

 Cases of the Hantavirus in humans occur mostly in rural areas where forests, fields and farms offer 
suitable habitat for infected rodents, CDC explains. 

 In the Americas, the family of viruses is known as ‘New World hantaviruses’. 
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 It is the cause of Hantavirus pulmonary disease (HPS), a severe respiratory disease. 

 The CDC maintains that HPS can be fatal and has a mortality rate of 38 per cent. 

 It remains unclear whether human-to-human transmission of the virus is possible. 

 A person infected with the virus may show symptoms within the first to eighth week after they have 
been exposed to fresh urine, faeces or the saliva of infected rodents. 

 Symptoms may include fever, fatigue, muscle aches, headaches, chills and abdominal problems. 

 Four to ten days after being infected, late symptoms of HPS may start to appear, which include coughing 
and shortness of breath. 

Laser Surface Micro-Texturing 
Why in News? 
The International Advanced Centre for Powder Metallurgy & New Materials (ARCI) has developed ultrafast laser 
surface texturing technology, which can improve the fuel efficiency of internal combustion engines. 

 The technology helps to control friction and wear. 

Key Points 
 Laser surface micro-texturing offers precise control of the size, shape and density of micro-surface 

texture features. 

 In this technology, a pulsating laser beam creates micro-dimples or grooves on the surface of materials 
in a very controlled manner. 

 Such textures can trap wear debris when operating under dry sliding conditions and sometimes provide 
effects like enhancing oil supply (lubricant reservoir) which can lower friction coefficients and may 
enable reduced wear rate. 

International Advanced Research Centre for Powder Metallurgy and New Materials (ARCI) 
 It was established in the year 1997. 

 It is an autonomous research and development centre of the Department of Science and Technology 
(DST). 

 Its main campus is located at Hyderabad with operations in Chennai and Gurgaon. 

 ARCI's mandate is- 
 Development of high-performance materials and processes for niche markets 
 Demonstration of technologies at prototype/pilot scale 
 Transfer of technology to Indian industry 

 Surface engineering, ceramics, powder metallurgy and laser processing of materials constitute the four 
major thrust areas at ARCI. 

 
 
 

 

Effects of Changing Groundwater Levels on Himalayas 
Why in News? 
Recently, researchers from the Indian Institute of Geomagnetism (IIG) have found that the Himalayan range 
subsides and moves up depending on the seasonal changes in groundwater, apart from the normal and common 
reasons. 

 IIG is an autonomous institute under the Department of Science & Technology (DST). 

Key Points 
 The Global Positioning System (GPS) and Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment (GRACE) data were 

used to quantify the variations of hydrologic mass. 
 The GRACE satellites, launched by the US in 2002, monitor changes in water and snow stores on 

the continents, enabling the researchers to study terrestrial hydrology. 

 The combined GPS and GRACE data suggest a 12% reduction in the rate of the subsurface slip. 
 The subsidence rate is associated with groundwater consumption. 
 Subsurface slip refers to how fast the fault is slipping relative to the foot and hanging wall. 
 The slip occurs at the Main Himalayan Thrust (MHT), due to hydrological variations and human 

activities, over which there is the periodic release of accumulated strain. 

     Himachal Pradesh Current Affairs 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/effects-of-changing-groundwater-levels-on-himalayas
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 Water acts as a lubricating agent and in the dry season, the rate of the slip of the fault in the region is 
reduced. 

 There are normal and common reasons also affecting the Himalayas apart from the groundwater levels. 
 The Himalayan foothills and the Indo-Gangetic plain are sinking because its contiguous areas are 

rising due to tectonic activity associated with landmass movement or continental drift. 
 In the Himalaya, seasonal water from glaciers as well as monsoon precipitation plays a key role in 

the deformation of the crust and the seismicity associated with it. 

 This is the first study to look at the rising Himalayas from a hydrological standpoint. 

 Since the Himalayas play an important role in influencing climate in the Indian subcontinent, the study 
will help in understanding the effects of hydrology on climate. 

Main Himalayan Thrust 

 The Indian plate under thrusts the Eurasian plate along a northerly dipping detachment surface known 
as Main Himalayan Thrust (MHT) that separates the downgoing Indian plate from the overriding 
Himalayan wedge. 

 

 
Himalayan Ibex a Distinct Species 
Why in News? 
A recent study by scientists of the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) has proved that Himalayan Ibex is a distinct 
species from the Siberian Ibex. 

Key Points 
 The study was funded through the National Mission on Himalayan Studies. 
 The National Mission on Himalayan Studies is implemented by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change. 
 It targets to provide much needed focus, through holistic understanding of system's components and 

their linkages, in addressing the key issues relating to conservation and sustainable management of 
natural resources in Indian Himalayan Region (IHR). 

 The study was based on genetic analysis conducted with the inclusion of the sequences available from 
all across the distribution ranges of Siberian Ibex. 

 The study revealed that Siberian Ibex was estimated to have diverged from Alpine Ibex during the 
Pleistocene epoch (2.4 million years ago) rather than during the Miocene-Pliocene boundary (6.6 
million years ago). 

 Scientists presume that the ‘montane systems’, formed by a series of climatic oscillations and temporal 
topographic metamorphosis, have broken up the contiguous distribution of the species and 
accelerated allopatric speciation. 
 

 Allopatric speciation means speciation because of geographic and reproductive isolation. 

 The study also reveals that Siberian ibex is a polytypic species, plausibly formed by lumping of at least 2 
species and or 3 to 4 sub-species. 
 Polytypic species are species that contain two or more subspecies. 

Siberian Ibex (Capra sibirica) 
 Siberian Ibex is a species of wild goat. 
 It is distributed in diverse habitats, ranging from cold 

deserts, rocky outcrops, steep terrain, high-land flats 
and mountain ridges to low mountains and foothills. 

 From Mongolia, its distribution extends 
towards Altai, Hangai, Gobi-Altai, the Hurukh 
mountain ranges as well as Sayan Mountains near 
Russia and scattered populations in the small 
mountains of Trans-Altai Gobi. 

 In Asia, Ibex is distributed in the Montane 
habitats, ranging in elevations from 500 m to 6,700 m in countries like India, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, 
Mongolia, Pakistan, Southern Siberia and China. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1585562016_image2.j
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/himalayan-ibex-a-distinct-species
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 Its IUCN status is least concerned. 

Himalayan Ibex (Capra sibirica hemalayanus) 
 Earlier the Himalayan Ibex was regarded as a subspecies of the Siberian Ibex (Capra sibirica) 

 The Himalyan Ibex is distributed mainly in the trans-Himalayan ranges of the Union Territories of 
Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh. 

Zoological Survey of India 
 The Zoological Survey of India, founded on 1 July 1916 by Government of India Ministry of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change. 

 As a premier Indian organisation in zoological research and studies to promote the survey, exploration 
and research of the fauna in the country 

 "Astrology Ek Vigyan"  
 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur released a research book based on Astrology "Astrology Ek Vigyan" 

written by an eminent writer Gurmeet Bedi.  

 This research book describes in detail the nature of various planets and their impact on human life. 

 Gurmeet Bedi has received several awards from abroad including Himachal Academy and his works have 
been translated into many languages. 

 His poetry collection 'Meri He koe Aakriti' has also been translated into German by the German poetess 
Rojvita. 

 Gurmeet Bedi is also the first Himachali writer to write a research book on astrology. Bhavna 
Prakashan, the leading publisher of Delhi, has published this book. 

MoU signed between MILKFED and CSC e-Governance Services India Limited 

 A MoU was signed between the MILKFED and the CSC e-Governance Services India Limited to display 
and sell various products of MILKFED in Lok Mitra Kendra established in different parts of the State.  
 

 In the first phase the MILKFED products would be sold in 100 Lok Mitra Kendras and gradually all 4500 
Lok Mitra Kendra would be covered under this facility.  He said that this would facilitate the consumers 
in getting various products of MILKFED nearer to their homes. 

 Himachal Pradesh Budget 2020-21 highlights 
 Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur presented a budget of Rs. 49,131 crore in the Vidhan 

Sabha on 6th March 2020. This was his third budget.   

 The revenue receipts in 2020-21 are estimated at Rs.38,429 crore, Revenue expenditure is likely to be 
Rs.39,123 crore. The fiscal deficit is estimated at Rs.7,272 crore in 2020-21 which is 4% of GSDP. 

The budget for 2020-21 has been prepared around a few major themes. These are:- 
1. Providing Housing for the poor/Scheduled Caste families on a large scale. 
2. Focus on Education quality. 
3. Improve connectivity/harness tourism potential.   
4. Eliminate malnutrition among children. 
5. Increasing Farmer Income through increased investment in farm sector/irrigation potential/rural areas. 
6. Boost to infrastructure/roads/new industry/power/transport to increase employment opportunities. 
7. New schemes for the weaker sections of society. 50 thousand new persons to be given Social Security 

Pension. One lakh 25000 Widows and Divyangjan pensioners will benefit from increased pension 
amount. 

8. Focus on good governance and effective grievance redressal. 

2020-21 to be celebrated asSwaran Jayanti Varsh of the State. 
The Budget highlights are as under:- 
Ambitious scheme to provide 10 thousand houses for the poor and Scheduled Caste families. 

1. Swaran Jayanti Ashray Yojna launched – 5100 Scheduled Caste families will be provided housing 
assistance. 

2. The government will clear pendency of all eligible applications of poor Scheduled Caste families. 
3. Three thousand one hundred houses to be constructed under Mukhya Mantri Awaas Yojana for the 

poor. 
4. Housing subsidy increased by Rupees Twenty thousand for the poor in Urban areas. 

http://himachalpr.gov.in/ImageGallery/News/16335.jpg
http://himachalpr.gov.in/ImageGallery/News/16335.jpg
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In 2020-21, ten thousand (10,000) houses will be constructed for the Scheduled Caste and poor families of the 
State, more than double the number this year. 

Quality Education:- 
 Swaran Jayanti Gramodaya, Swaran Jayanti Utkrisht Vidyalaya and Excellence in College schemes started 

in primary schools. Higher Secondary Schools and Colleges with a budget of Rs.54 crore. The schemes 
will help in improving class infrastructure, better toilet/water facilities, smart classrooms, better 
sports/gym facilities etc. 

 Adequate teacher strength to be ensured under the schemes. 

 Since the State has achieved universal access to education, now the emphasis is on improving quality. 

 Swaran Jayanti Super 100 scheme started to encourage meritorious students to crack professional 
courses. 

 Maths Labs to be started in 50 schools. 

 106 more schools/colleges to have Virtual Classrooms under CV Raman Scheme. 

 NCC to be expanded by opening more Companies/Battalion which will increase the number of students 
getting B & C NCC certification. 

 Improving connectivity/Tourism potential:- 

 Kangra/Shimla airports expansion to be expedited through land acquisition. 

 Work on Mandi Airport planning to start. 

 5 Heliports will be constructed. 

 Rs.One thousand and thirteen crore (Rs.1013 crore) earmarked for these Air connectivity projects. 

 Bhanupalli-Bilaspur and Chandigarh-Baddi rail lines work will be expedited. 

 Waterway transport will get a boost with the start of Tattapani-Salapper Ferry/Boat service in 2020-21. 

 To give a boost to tourism potential at Atal Rohtang Tunnel, Solang valley, Sissu. 

 Ropeways construction to start in Baglamukhi (Mandi) and Narkanda-Hatu Temple. 

Swaran Jayanti Poshahar Yojana – providing nutrition/ fortified food to children:- 

 Rs. 30 crores for Swaran Jayanti Bal Top-up Poshahar Yojana will provide additional nutrition to children 
in Anganwadis, who would be provided nutrition food like fruit, milk etc. Pre-primary sector children 
would be provided Mid-day Meal under Swasth Bachpan Yojana. In existing Mid Day Meal scheme also, 
students in elementary schools will be provided extra nutritious food. 

 The government will eliminate child malnutrition through these initiatives. 

 A budget for Farmers/Horticulturists, Diary/Fish Farmers, Rural Areas:- 
 Farmers Producer Organization (FPOs) to be provided assistance under ‘Krishi Kosh’ scheme to boost 

capacities of agriculturists/horticulturists/dairy farmers. Rs.20 crore earmarked. 

 Heeng/Kesar farming to be promoted. 

 Natural farming will be expanded. 

 Command Area Development to be expanded. 

 KUSHY scheme started to provide Hail net structures for farmers. This is in addition to existing Hail net 
scheme. 

 Rs.7 crore honey farming diversification scheme (MUPY) will help farmers to increase income. ‘Mehak’ 
scheme for Aromatic Plants announced. 

 CA stores in Gumma, Jarol Tikker and Rohru of Shimla district will be modernized and upgraded. 

 Cow sanctuary and Go Sadans to come up in the State. 

 Mobile Pashu Chikitsa Seva (MOVES) will be started for interior areas on a pilot basis. 

 Milk procurement prices increased by Rs.2 per litre. 

 To boost ground Water Resources, Water Conservation Structures would be constructed under ‘Parbat 
Dhara’ scheme. These structures would also be constructed in Forest Areas under Parbat Dhara Scheme. 

 Two thousand Lok Mitra Kendras to be opened. 

 Under Jal Se Jeevan Mission, One lakh houses will be provided with water connections. 

 Boost to infrastructure – Roads/Power/Industry/Transport:-Roads 

 Two National Highways Paonta Sahib-Gumma-Feedus bridge and Hamirpur-Mandi will be developed as 
Green National Highway Projects with Government of India assistance at a cost of Rs.2,598 crore. 

 Safety features to be developed on Kiratpur-Mandi, Shimla-Parwanoo and Dharamshala-Gagret roads 
under an Rs.35 crore project of National Highway Safety System. 
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 Four roads to be upgraded under the World Bank assisted State Road Transformation Project. 

 49 more Panchayats to be connected by road. 

 1,000 kilometres new roads will be built and 650-kilometre existing roads will be upgraded under 
PMGSY.EPC contract mode would be started on a pilot basis to construct buildings and bridges to 
expedite works without time overrun. 

 Wayside Amenities Policy being notified to improve travel expense on National/State Highways. 

 In 2020-21, 925 kilometres motorable Kucha roads, cross drainage on 900 kilometres roads, 1,500 
kilometres roads will be tarred and 50 bridges will be constructed. 90 villages will be covered by roads. 

Power 
1. 515 MW additional generation capacity would be added in 2020-21. This includes Bajoli-Holi, Wangar 

Homte, Sorang, Sawra Kuddu and Uhl projects. 
2. In 2020-21, work will also start on Luhri-I, Dhaulashidh, Chanju-III, Deothal Chanju and Renuka Dam 

projects. 
3. A new policy will be brought to give a push to stalled power projects. 
4. Low voltage problem in many areas of the State will be tackled through an Rs.158 crore distribution 

project of HPSEB. 
5. 65,000 wooden poles to be replaced. 
6. To expedite construction of Solar Power Plants( 250-500kw) subsidy of Rs. 2000 per kw will be provided 

to solar power developers. 

Industry/Transport 
1. To attract private investment, a new HP Investment Promotion Agency will be constituted to expedite 

investment proposals and clearances. 
2. Under the Rs.58 crore ‘Parampara’ scheme, Handlooms and Handicraft clusters will be developed in all 

districts to promote the work of local artisans, weavers, leather workers and other persons involved in 
different trades. 

3. Next Ground Breaking Meet will be held in June 2020 to operationalize MOUs signed in Investors Meet. 
4. New bus stands will be constructed in Kotkhai, Barchhwad, Thunag, Karsog, Bhanjararoo, Theog, Amb, 

Darlaghat, Nankhari and Bali Chowki. Existing bus stands will be upgraded at a cost of Rs.10 crore. 
5. 250 new buses to be purchased by HRTC including 100 E-buses. 

(G) Social Sector/Health 
1. Social Security Pension net being expanded further. 50,000 additional persons to get a pension. One lakh 

25000 Widows/Divyangjans to get increased pension of Rs. One thousand per month. Overall, one lakh 
seventy-five thousand persons to benefit as a result. Rs. 100 crore extra to be spent on Social Security 
pension. 

2. Social Security pension of Widows and Divyang Jan,   increased by Rs. 150/-. 
3. Awareness programme being started regarding Menstrual Hygiene. 
4. To provide relief to genuine loan defaulters, one-time settlement scheme would be brought by HP 

Scheduled Castes & Tribes Nigam. 
5. 2.76 lakh families have been benefited with gas connections under Grihini Suvidha Yojana. New LPG 

connections will be provided under the scheme to new families. 
6. The benefit of co-contribution by the State Government to Atal Pension Yojana beneficiaries will be 

extended by one year which will benefit over 86,000 persons in the next year. 
7. Assistance under the Sahara Scheme increased from Rs.2,000 to Rs.3,000 per month. 
8. 5 new integrated centres for rehabilitation of Addicts (ICRA) in 5 districts for the rehabilitation of drug 

addicts. 

(H) Other initiatives/employees welfare/welfare of other sections. 
1. Dedicated Mining Check Posts will be established to check illicit mining. 
2. Several measures announced for modernization of Police. These include mounted cameras on police 

vehicles, 500 Body Worn cameras and 500 CCTVs. Cyber Security and Forensic facilities would be 
strengthened to prevent and detect crime.  

3. An honorarium of Tailoring Mistress, Mid Day Meal workers, water carriers, ASHA, Jal Guard, Para 
Fitters/Pump Operators/ Panchayat Chowkidars, Anganwari workers/Helpers, Revenue part-time 
workers increased. 

4. An honorarium of IT teachers increased. 
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5. Minimum wage increased from Rs.250 to Rs.275 per day. 
6. NPS employees who retired before 2017 would get gratuity benefit. 
7. Contract employees salary increased. 
8. Group Insurance cover for employees, daily wagers etc. increased to Rs.5 lakh for death/major 

disablement and Rs.2 lakh for partial disablement. 
9. Anganwari workers/Helpers, ASHA, Mid Day Meal workers, Tailoring Mistress, Water Guard, Para 

Fitters/Pump Operators/Panchayat Chowkidars etc will get the benefit of Insurance cover. 
10. Over 3 lakh fifty thousand employees/pensioners to benefit from 5% DA/DR announced on 25th January 

2020. 
11. Twenty thousand posts will be filled up. These posts will be those of HRTC, HPSEB, Police Constables, 

Doctors, Para Medical Staff, Part-time Multi-Task Workers in Education department, PWD, Revenue, 
Animal Husbandry and other departments.    

 Rs. 650 crore Disaster Risk Reduction Project 

Why in News? 
Union Government has approved Bilateral Funding from French Development Agency which had agreed in 
principle to fund Rs. 650 crore project proposalunder Disaster Risk Reduction activities in the State. 

Key Points: 
 The Ministry of Finance, Department of Economic Affairs (FB & ADB Division) Government of India in its 

104th Screening Committee meeting gave approval to the proposal of the State Government. 

 The main objectives of the project are to reduce vulnerability of the State from various natural hazards 
like earthquake, landslide, flash floods and climate induced etc.  

 The project also aims at reducing loss of human life and property, reduce overall disaster risk and 
enhance the response capacity of the State. 

 The project also envisages achieving Sustainable Development Goals and Targets/Priorities of Sendai 
Frameworks for Disaster Risk Reduction besides achieving targets of Prime Minister’s Ten Point Agenda 
on disaster risk reduction. 

 The project would also go a long way in creating a culture of safety in the State besides institutional 
strengthening for disaster risk reduction by creation of Knowledge Network of Institutions for Disaster 
Risk Reduction. 

Chief Minister congratulates boxing player Ashish Chaudhary 
 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has congratulated boxing player Ashish Chaudhary of Sundernagar for his 

outstanding performance in the Olympic qualifiers. 

 He hoped that Ashish Chaudhary would bring laurels to the country and the state in the upcoming 
matches. 

History of Himachal Pradesh' 
Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur  has released book ‘History of Himachal Pradesh’ written by noted author and 
retired IAS officer K. R. Bharti. 

Police Station Visitor Survey System and e-Night Beat Checking System 
Why in News? 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur launched two systems for Himachal Pradesh Police viz. Police Station Visitor Survey 
System and e-Night Beat Checking System. 
About Police Station Visitor Survey System 

 Police Station Visitor Survey System will be linked with http://bit.ly/HPPolice.  This system would be used 
for the surveillance of visitors visiting the Police Stations, Police Posts and all other police units and 
would help in creating a database of visitors.  

 All the visitors/complainants visiting the Police Stations, Police Posts or traffic units would be requested 
to fill the survey link. The link would be shared by the police with the public through social and print 
media, Jan Manch meetings, Nasha Nivaran Samiti meetings, Community Policing Meetings, etc. 

About e-Night Beat 
 e-Night Beat Checking system for the Police Department which would be linked 

with http://bit.ly/eNight.  

 e-Night Checking system would be a password protected online website link which would be available 
with all the policemen on duty. 

http://himachalpr.gov.in/ImageGallery/News/16501.jpg
http://himachalpr.gov.in/ImageGallery/News/16501.jpg
http://bit.ly/HPPolice
http://bit.ly/eNight
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 This would help the State Police to keep a track of the suspected vehicles and criminals who move in the 
night. 

Design for logo and tagline invited for Statehood Golden Jubilee celebrations 

 State Government has decided to celebrate 50th year of the Statehood of Himachal Pradesh as Golden 
Jubilee year and has invited design logo and tagline for this purpose from general public.  

 The logo design and tagline could be sent through e-mail at dprhp@himachalpr.gov.in  or submitted in 
the office of Director Information and Public Relations at Directorate of Information and Public Relations, 
near Majitha house, Chotta Shimla till 10th April, 2020. 

 The best logo and tagline selected would be given rupees 25 thousand each as prize money. The winners 
would have to submit the CDR file of the designed logo and tagline after declaration of the result of the 
contest. 

State Government sanctions additional Rs. 10 crore for Health Department 
 The Himachal Government has sanctioned an additional amount of Rs. 10 crore for the State Health 

Department to fight COVID-19 epidemic in the Himachal Pradesh.  

 The amount has been sanctioned from the State Disaster Response Fund for purchase of personal 
protective equipment and improving lab facilities in the state. 

State government to extend superannuation of MO’s and paramedics 
 With a view to strengthen the manpower available in various health institutions and medical colleges in 

the state to tackle the emergent situation which has arisen due to spread of COVID-19, the state 
government has ordered to defer and extend the date of superannuation of all Medical Officers, 
faculty members and paramedical staff of all categories working in the health and family welfare and 
medical education research who are due to retire on 31 March, 30 April and 31 May, 2020 up to 30 
June, 2020. 

 The extension or re-employment will be regulated by the standard term and conditions circulated by 
the state government in this regard. 

   SIDC and Bhilwara Group of Industries donates towards CMRF 

 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur was presented  two cheque of Rs 75 lakh each  as CSR activity by State 
Industrial Development Corporation and General Industries Corporation respectively towards the  
CMRF to be used for HP Covid-19 Solidarity Response Fund 

 In addition to this, the Bhilwara Group of Industries also presented a cheque of Rs 50 lakh towards the 
CMRF to be used for Covid 19 Fund. 

HP COVID-19 Solidarity Response Fund 
 The State Government has created a ‘HP COVID-19 Solidarity Response Fund’ to provide personal 

protection equipments to the health workers and other related officials as well as to ensure smooth 
supply of essential commodities like food items and medicines. 

 A new bank account number 50100340267282 (IFSC Code HDFC0004116) with HDFC Bank Chhota 
Shimla  has been opened to facilitate donors for generous donating to help the persons suffering during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 Funds received in this account would be used for eligible Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) activity in 
the State as per Government of India’s guidelines for spending CSR Fund.  

GoI releases funds to HP under PMKSNY 
 The Government of India has released an amount of Rs. 174 crores 76 lakhs 76 thousand to  8,73, 838 

farmer beneficiaries of Himachal Pradesh under PM Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojna from 27 to 29 March, 
2020. 

 This amount has been released to the farmers to assist them in view of situation of lockdown due to 
Covid-19. 

 The Government of India has released fifth financial installment of Rs. 2000 to each farmer in 
advance which is due from April 2020 for the period April to July 2020.  

 The total numbers of beneficiary farmers under fifth installment in Himachal Pradesh are 5, 50, 713 and 
total advance amount released to them is Rs. 110 crore 14 lakh 26 thousands. 

HPSEBL presents 3.03 crore towards Chief Minister's Relief Fund 

mailto:dprhp@himachalpr.gov.in
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Chairman HPSEBL cum Additional Chief Secretary, Forest Ram Subhag Singh presented cheques of Rs. 3.03 crore 
on behalf of employees of H.P. State Electricity Board Limited (HPSEBL) and Rs.  10 lakh on behalf of H.P. 
Forests Ministerial Employees Association to Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur  towards Chief Minister's Relief Fund 
 
 
 
 
    

Tokyo Olympics 2020 Postponed 
Why in News? 
The International Olympic Committee and the Tokyo 2020 Organising Committee have decided to postpone the 
Tokyo 2020 Summer Games to the summer 2021 due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

 However, the Olympics Games will keep the name Olympic and Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020. 

 The decision came after some of the major sporting nations like Australia and Canada withdrew from the 
Tokyo Olympics 2020. 

 The nations withdrew in the backdrop of limited international travel, difficulty in training and exposed 
risk of contracting or spreading the disease. 

Key Points 
 The organisers have postponed the event for the first time in its 124-year modern history. 

 The first modern Olympic Games were held in 1896 at Athens (Greece). 

 It is also considered as the first postponement of an Olympics in peacetime. 

 Earlier, the games were not held during World War II considering the turmoil across the world. 

 In 1940, Japan was to be the first Asian country to host the Olympics. 

 But its military aggression in Asia forced the annulment of the Olympics scheduled in Japan. 

 The 1940 Olympics is known as the “Missing Olympics” after the Games were switched to Helsinki 
(Finland) before finally being scrapped because of World War II. 

Economic Cost: 
 Tokyo was spending $12.6 billion to host the Games and a postponement could cost it $6 billion as the 

short-term period loss. 

 It will also be a bitter blow to sponsors and major broadcasters who rely on this four-yearly event for 
critical advertising revenue. 

Background 
Olympic Games originated in ancient Greece and were an intrinsic part of a religious festival. They were held in 
honour of Zeus (the greek god of the sky) at Olympia in Greece. 

Modern Olympics Games: 
 Olympic Games were revived in the late 19th century. 

 The first modern Olympic Games were held in 1896 at Athens (Greece). 

 The architect of the modern Olympics Games was Pierre, baron de Coubertin. 

International Olympic Committee (IOC): 
 It was created on 23 June 1894 and is the supreme authority of the Olympic Movement. 

 It is a not-for-profit independent international organisation that is committed to building a better world 
through sport. 

 It ensures the regular celebration of the Olympic Games, supports all affiliated member organisations 
and strongly encourages, by appropriate means, the promotion of the Olympic values. 

Pattern of Olympics Games: 
 The Olympics have been held every four years since 1948. 

 The honour of holding the Olympic Games is entrusted to a city, not to a country. The choice of the city 
lies solely with the IOC. 

 Thus , the application to hold the Games is made by the chief authority of the city, with the support of 
the national government. 

Australia won ICC Women’s T20 World cup 
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ICC (International Cricket Council) Women’s T20 World Cup 2020 ,the 7th ICC Women’s T20 World Cup 
tournament was held in Australia from February 21- March 8 2020. 
 
The final match, which was played at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground on International Women’s Day (8 
March), Australia women’s cricket team defeated the 
Indian women’s cricket team by 85 runs and won the title 
for the 5th time. 
Indianplayers: 
Harmanpreet Kaur(Captain), Shafali Verma, Smriti 
Mandhana, Taniya Bhatia(wicket-keeper batswoman), 
Jemimah Rodrigues, Veda Krishnamurthy, Deepti 
Sharma, Shikha Pandey, Radha Yadav, Poonam Yadav, 
Rajeshwari Gayakwad. 
Australian players: Meg Lanning(Captain), Alyssa 
Healy(wicket-keeper batswoman), Beth Mooney, Jess 
Jonassen, Ashleigh Gardner, Rachael Haynes, Nicola Carey, Sophie Molineux, Georgia Wareham, Delissa 
Kimmince, Megan Schutt. 

1. The Australian team reached the final for the sixth time. At the same time, the Indian team reached the 
final for the first time and their dream of winning the first title was shattered. 

2. Australia won the toss and batting first scored 184 for 4 and then piled on India for 99 runs with five balls 
to spare. 

Highlights: 
Australia’s Alyssa Healy becomes the fastest half-century cricketer in the ICC tournament 
final; overtakes Hardik Pandya record 

Australia’s Alyssa Healy became the fastest half-century cricketer in any ICC final across formats (both men and 
women). 

1. She scored a half-century off just 30 balls against India in the final of the Women’s T20 World Cup. Earlier this 
record was held in the name of Hardik Himanshu Pandya of India. He made a half-century off 32 balls against 
Pakistan in the 2017 Champions Trophy final. 

2. Alyssa scored a total of 75 off 39 balls. 
ICC launches 12-month long campaign called “100% Cricket” to promote women’s cricket 
On March 8, 2020,The International Cricket Council (ICC) has launched a 12-month campaign called “100% 
Cricket” with the aim to promote women’s cricket by focusing on showcasing the skills, athletic brilliance, passion 
and intensity of the players. 
Here’s the list of top3 & Indian players in ICC T20 ranking 2020: 

Rank Team Ranking Batting Bowling All-rounder 

1 
Australia with rating 291 
  

Bethany Louise Mooney 
(Australia) 

Sophie Ecclestone (England) 
Sophie Frances 
Monique Devine 
(New Zealand ) 

2 
England with rating 278 
  

Suzannah Wilson “Suzie” Bates 
(New Zealand ) 

Megan Schutt (Australia) 
Ellyse Alexandra 
Perry ( Australia) 

3 
New Zealand with rating 
271 

Shafali Verma (India) Shabnim Ismail (South Africa) 
Natalie sciver 
(England) 

 
Highlights of Asian/Oceanian Olympic qualifying event 2020 
The Asian/Oceanian Boxing Olympic Qualifiers event 2020 was held at the Prince Hamzah Hall in Amman, 
Jordan from march 3- 11, 2020. A total of 9 Indian boxers qualified in this event for Tokyo 2020 Olympics,which is 
to be held at New National Stadium in Tokyo, Japan from 24 July, 2020 – 9 August, 2020. 
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Medal tally: China emerged as top of the medals standings with 6 medals (4 gold,2 bronze) in this event, while 
India ranked 9th with 8 medals (2 Silver, 6 Bronze). 

Key Points: 
1. This tournament was meant to have taken place in Wuhan, China in February 2020 but was postponed 

and relocated due to the outbreak of coronavirus. 
2. Boxers of the Asian and Oceanian continents competed for 63 Tokyo 2020 Olympic quota places – 41 for 

men and 22 for women. 
3. The men boxers fighted across 8 weight classes, from flyweight (52kg) to super-heavyweight (+91kg), 

while the women legend boxers 
competed across 5 weight classes, 
from flyweight (51kg) to middleweight 
(75kg). 

Qualified boxer of India at 
Asia/Oceania Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
boxing qualifying tournament: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S.No Qualified boxer of India Category Medal won 

1 Amit Panghal Men’s Flyweight (52 kg) Bronze 

2 Manish Kaushik Men’s Lightweight (63 kg) – 

3 Vikas Krishan Yadav Men’s Welterweight (69 kg) Silver 

4 Ashish Kumar Men’s Middleweight (75 kg) Bronze 

5 Satish Kumar Men’s Super heavyweight (+91 kg) Bronze 

6 Mangte Chungneijang Mary Kom Women’s Flyweight (51 kg) Bronze 

7 Simranjit Kaur Baatth Women’s Lightweight (60 kg) Silver 

8 Lovlina Borgohain Women’s Welterweight (69 kg) Bronze 

9 Pooja Rani Women’s Middleweight (75 kg) Bronze 

2024 Summer Olympics: 
Host city– Paris, France 

Schedule– 26 July -11 August,2024 

112th edition of All England Open 2020 
2020 All England Open (officially known as the Yonex All 
England Open Badminton Championships 2020) , was the 
112th edition of  oldest badminton tournament organized 
jointly by Badminton England & Badminton World 
Federation (BWF), held at Arena Birmingham in Birmingham, 
England from March 11 -15, 2020. 
The prize money of the tournament was $1,100,000 and 
comprised men’s (singles and doubles), women’s (singles 
and doubles), mixed doubles play. 
 



 
JOKTA ACADEMY 

 

JOKTA ACADEMY SCO78-79 SECOND FLOOR SECTOR15DCHANDIGARH PH 9779464475 Page 68 
 

 

List of Winners: 

Event Winners Runners 

Men’s Singles Viktor Axelsen (Denmark) Chou Tien-chen (Chinese Taipei) 

Women’s Singles Tai Tzu Ying (Chinese Taipei) Chen Yufei (China) 

Men’s Doubles 
Hiroyuki Endo (Japan) 

Yuta Watanabe (Japan) 

Marcus Fernaldi Gideon (Indonesia) 
Kevin Sanjaya Sukamuljo 
(Indonesia) 

Women’s Doubles 
Yuki Fukushima(Japan) 
Sayaka Hirota (Japan) 

Du Yue (China) 
Li Yinhui (China) 

Mixed Doubles 
Praveen Jordan (Indonesia) 

Melati Daeva Oktavianti (Indonesia) 

Dechapol Puavaranukroh 
(Thailand) 
Sapsiree Taerattanachai (Thailand) 

Highlights: 
Viktor Axelsen became the 1st  Denmark player to win the All England title for 21 years, while in the women’s 
singles final Tai Tzu-ying overpassed the  world number one Chen Yufei to secure a title at the event. 

About 2020 All England Open: 
 It became the 5th tournament of the 2020 BWF World Tour following the postponement of the 2020 

German Open due to the outbreak of coronavirus. 
It was a part of the All England Open championships, which had been held since 1899. 

 Level- Super 1000 [The best 15 singles players and 10 doubles pairs (according to BWF Ranking) are 
eligible to play all Super 1000 tournaments]. 

 The winners of the men’s and women’s singles titles will earn $77,000 each, doubles was $81, 400. 

About Badminton World Federation (BWF): 

Headquarters– Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

President– Poul-Erik Hoyer Larsen 

Sports news Oneliner: 
 World Number 2 Rafael Nadal wins his first title of the year, defeating unseeded Taylor Fritz in straight 

sets, 6-3, 6-2, in the final of the ATP Mexico Open. 
 Security Printing & Minting Corporation of India (SPMCIL) funded a sum of Rs.1 crore towards the 

National Sports Development Fund under the Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS). 
 Khelo India University Games ended in Bhubaneswar, Odisha Panjab University Chandigarh took home 

the champions trophy-winning 46 medals, including 17 gold 19 silver and ten bronze. 
 Rafael Nadal won the Mexican Open 2020 championship at Acapulco. He defeated Taylor Fritz to claim 

the title. 
 Khelo India University Games 2020 was held for the first time at Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology 

(KIIT) University, Bhubaneshwar, Odisha. 
 Tasnim Mir and Mansi Singh of India has won the bronze medal each in the girls’ singles Badminton 

event at the Yonex Dutch Junior International 2020. 
 Sports Authority of India (SAI) has announced the first edition of the Khelo India Women's Hockey 

League (Under 21) will be held at three different venues across the country in three phases between 
March-November 2020. 

 The Badminton Asia Championships will be held in the capital of Philippines i.e. Manila. 
 Defending champions Australia wins Women’s T20 World Cup 2020. 
 West Indies skipper Kieron Pollard has become the 1st player in the history of T20 (Twenty20) cricket to 

feature in 500 matches during the field against Sri Lanka for the first T20I in Pallekele, Srilanka. 
 Top Indian shuttler PV Sindhu won the BBC Indian Sportswoman of the Year 2019. 
 Boxers Amit Panghal and Lovlina Borgohain won the bronze medal in the Asian Boxing Olympic qualifiers 

held in Amman, Jordan. 
 American golfer Tiger Woods will be elected in the World Golf Hall of Fame as part of the class of 2021. 
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 The rise in the number of coronavirus cases has prompted Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) to 
postpone IPL 2020. 

 Saurashtra won their maiden Ranji Trophy title after earning a 44-run lead in the first innings against 
Bengal which eventually ended in a draw in the final in Rajkot, Gujarat. Jaydev Unadkat led the 
Saurashtra Team. 

 Ace Indian paddler of Table Tennis, Achanta Sharath Kamal wins the ITTF Challenger Plus Oman Open 
men’s singles title. 

 Viktor Axelsen of Denmark and Tai Tzu Ying of Chinese Taipei have won the men’s and women’s singles 
title respectively at All England Championship. 

 ATK FC (Football Club) won the ISL (Indian Super League) trophy for the 3rd time following a 3-1 win 
against Chennaiyin FC in the final match held at the Fatorda Stadium in Goa. 

 The French Open tennis tournament has been postponed by the French Tennis Federation due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

 Vrinda Rathi and Janani Narayanan have been named in the International Panel of ICC Development 
Umpires. 

 The number of women matches officials across different International Cricket Council panels has gone up 
to 12 as Janani Narayanan, and Vrinda Rathi of India was named in the International Panel of ICC 
Development Umpires. 

 Canada has become the first country in the world to withdraw from Tokyo 2020 Olympics. 
 Indian football captain Sunil Chhetri has been picked among 28 players for the world governing body 

FIFA's campaign to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 The Government of India’s flagship fitness movement “Fit India” has teamed up with Bollywood actress 

and fitness icon Shilpa Shetty Kundra. 
 Indian shot-putter Navin Chikara was suspended for four years by World athletics body’s (formerly 

known as International Association of Athletics Federations-IAAF), Athletics Integrity Unit for failing an 
out-of- competition dope test in 2018. 
 
 

 

 
 Union Minister of Women & Child Development Smriti Zubin Irani released a book, titled "Chronicles of 

Change Champions" at an event held in New Delhi 
 Tahira Kashyap Khurrana, writer- producer, professor, announced her 4th book titled “The 12 

Commandments Of Being A Woman” on the occasion of Women’s Day and the new book will be 
published by Juggernaut Books, New Delhi. 

 Apurva Purohit the President of the Jagran Group, one of India’s largest multi-media conglomerates 
launched her 2nd book- ‘Lady, You’re the Boss!’. 

 Odisha Chief Minister (CM) Naveen Patnaik released the comic book titled “The Adventures of the 
Daredevil Democrat” on the occasion of the 104th birth anniversary of former Odisha CM Late Biju 
Patnaik in Bhubaneswar, Odisha. 

 “An Extraordinary Life: A biography of Manohar Parrikar” is a book on the life of the former defence 
minister and Goa chief minister Manohar Parrikar. 

 The book titled “My Encounters in Parliament” authored by Bhalchandra Mungekar was released. 
Bhalchandra Mungekar is an Indian economist, a former member of Rajya Sabha. 

 Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways of India, Nitin Gadkari presented a copy of the book 
‘Invincible – A Tribute to Manohar Parrikar’ to President Ram Nath Kovind at the Rashtrapati Bhawan on 
the first death anniversary of Manohar Parrikar. 

 A new book entitled ‘Messiah Modi: A Great Tale of Expectations’ written by senior journalist & author 
Tavleen Singh has been released. 

 Award-winning businesswoman Savita Chhabra has launched her first novel titled ‘Legacy of Learning’. 
Savita Chhabra is the chairperson at Hygienic Research Institute Private Limited (HRIPL). 

 The National Book Trust of HRD Ministry has launched #StayIn and #StayHome to encourage people to 
read books while at home. 

 Senior Journalist Chander Suta Dogra has launched a book titled “Missing in Action: The Prisoners Who 
Never Came Back”. 

 Books & Authors: 
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 National Book Trust (NBT) is to launch Corona Studies Series books to provide relevant reading materials 
for all age-groups for the post-Corona readership needs. 

 
 
 
 

 India won a $40 million defence deal to supply 4 indigenously-built weapons locating radars to Armenia 
in Europe. 

 Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) Varad was commissioned into the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) by Minister of 
State for Shipping Mansukh Mandaviya at L&T Kattupalli shipyard, near Chennai. 

 The Minister of State for Defence, Shripad Naik has been decided to set up two Defence industrial 
corridors in the country, one in Uttar Pradesh and another in Tamil Nadu. 

 A unit of Indian Army has organized a Self Defence Training demonstration for Women with a theme of 
“Stronger You Stronger Society”. 

 State-run aerospace major Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) is planning to set up its logistics bases in four 
countries, namely Malaysia, Vietnam, Indonesia, and Sri Lanka. 

 National level Search, and Rescue Exercise and Workshop (Exercise SAREX 2020) concluded in the sea at 
Vasco, Goa. 

 The Defence Ministry's Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) approved for the procurement of 83 
indigenous Tejas fighter jets for Indian Air Force (IAF) with the more advanced configuration 

 Indian Navy has established a Quarantine Camp at INS Vishwakarma in Eastern Naval Command (ENC). 
 Ministry of Defence (MoD) signed a capital acquisition contract with Israel Weapons Industries (IWI) for 

the procurement of 16,479 light machine guns (LMGs). 
 US Marines and UAE Emirati forces conducted the biennial exercise, named Native Fury at Abu Dhabi. 
 Indian Army has launched an initiative christened 'Operation Namaste' to extend all possible assistance 

to the government in containing the spread of coronavirus 
 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has prepared four different items ready to be 

deployed in the war against Corona as a result of a focused approach. 
 The Indian Army has prioritized essential activities that are necessary for its functioning in view of the 

coronavirus outbreak. 
 The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has designed a casualty evacuation bag to 

transport or isolate persons infected with COVID-19. 

     
 

 Airport Authority of India & Tripura State Government has signed a memorandum of understanding 
for the construction of 6 equipment hiring centres in Manu Block under the Dhalai District,Tripura.

 Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 
the Hardiwar-based Patanjali Bio Research Institute (PBRI) on 1 March.

 The Indian Air Force (IAF) entered into an academic collaboration and signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with Savitribai Phule PuneUniversity.

 The Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 
the Patanjali Bio Research Institute,Haridwar.

 India private sector bank, RBL Bank (formerly known as Ratnakar Bank ltd) inks partnership with 
Online food ordering and delivery app Zomato to launch co-branded credit cards, powered 
byMastercard.

 The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Mandi & Enabling Women of Kamand (EWOK) Society has 
inkeda tripartite deal with the National Bank For Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) for 
setting up three Farmer Producer Organization in Mandi, HimachalPradesh.

 Agricultural and Processed Food Export Development Authority (APEDA) signed MoUs with 
specialized institutions namely the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IITD), Indian Chamber of Food 
and Agriculture (ICFA), SGT University, Pearl Academy, and Quality Council of India (QCI) Delhi, on 4 
March2020.

 The Union Cabinet approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between the Ministry 
ofHealth and Family Welfare of India and the Ministry of Health and Public Hygiene of Coted'Ivoire.

      Defence: 
 

      Agreements and MoUs: 
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 The desi "Air Force One" will be ready to fly the President or Prime Minister by2021.

 India and the European Union agreed to work in the Integrated Local Energy System during 
India'sSmart Utility Week2020.

 Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana- National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM) that functions under 
the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs signed MoU with Amazon for e-marketing of products 
made by Self Help Groups (SHGs) across the country in urbanareas.

 Hyderabad Metro Rail Ltd in partnership with Paytm has launched a QR-code-based metro ticketing 
system at Rasoolpura metro station Hyderabad,Telangana.

 The World Bank signed an $80 million loan agreement with the Government of India, Governmentof 
HimachalPradesh

 PhonePe inks partnership with private sector lender ICICI Bank for UPItransactions.

 An Indian low-cost airline, SpiceJet has signed a pact with GMR Hyderabad Aviation SEZ Limited 
(GHASL).

 The Government of India, Government of Himachal Pradesh have signed a US$80 million 
loanagreement with the WorldBank.

 India's second-largest national oil explorer Oil India Ltd (OIL), signed an agreement with Numaligarh 
Refinery for purchase and sale of crude oil for a term of fiveyears.

 WION (World Is One News), the India’s first International News Channel,has organized its 3rd edition 
of Global summit 2020 based on the theme “Navigating and negotiating global imperatives” at The 
Oberoi, in Dubai, UAE ( United ArabEmirates).

 The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) inked a deal with a disability support NGO Aditya Mehta 
Foundation, to train its troops, who lost their limbs in operations, in various skills including cyber 
operations, artificial intelligence andpara-sports.

 Manikaran Power Ltd (MPL) has become the first member of India’s first gas trading platform which 
iscalled the Indian Gas Exchange(IGX).

 L&T Technology Services Limited (LLTS) signed a multi-year Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with the Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur (IITKanpur).

 DBS Bank India has teamed-up with Bharti AXA to launch a complimentary insurance plan which will 
cover all medical conditions, includingCovid-19.

 The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has introduced an AI bot called ‘Clara’ 
tohelp people assess potential symptoms ofCOVID-19.

 Japanese government funding agency JICA signed Rs.15,295 crore agreement with the Indian 
government for three mega rail infrastructureprojects.



 
 
 

Name Award 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh Greatest world leader in BBC Poll 

Amitabh Bacchan Brand Ambassador of IDFC First Bank 

Dr.Paramananda Majumder Moghai Ojah Award 

Ruchika Tomar ( Novelist) 2020 PEN/Hemingway Award for Debut 
Novel, for “A 
Prayer for Travelers”. 

Zoya Akhtar IIFTC Tourism Impact Award 2020 

 
President to confer National Lalit Kala Akademi Awards 

 President Ram Nath Kovind is to confer Lalit Kala Akademi's 61st annual awards to 15 artists on 4 March 
2020 at the Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi. 

 The award appreciates the extraordinary talents to perform even better in the future. 

            Awards & Honors 
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List of Winners: 
 Anoop Kumar Manzukhi Gopi from Thrissur, Kerala 

 David Malakar from Kolkata, West Bengal 

 Devendra Kumar Khare from Vadodara, Gujarat 

 Dinesh Pandya from Mumbai, Maharashtra 

 Faruque Ahmed Halder from 24 Parganas in Kolkata, West Bengal 

 Hari Ram Kumbhawat from Jaipur, Rajasthan 

 Keshari Nandan Prasad from Jaipur, Rajasthan 

 Mohan Kumar T from Bengaluru, Karnataka 

 Ratan Krishna Saha from Mumbai, Maharashtra 

 Sagar Vasant Kamble from Mumbai, Maharashtra 

 Satwinder Kaur from New Delhi 

 Sunil Thiruvayur from Ernakulam, Kerala 

 Tejaswi Narayan Sonawane from Solapur, Maharashtra 

 Yashpal Singh from Delhi 

Lalit Kala Akademi: 
 Lalit Kala Akademi, also known as the National Academy of Art was set up by the Government of India on 

5 August 1954. The autonomous body is located in New Delhi. In 1957, the Akademi was given statutory 
authority under the Societies Registration Act 1860.  

 The Akademi serves by promoting the creative endeavors of Indian artists. It brings the fine arts of the 
artists to bear upon a large number of people. The Akademi plays an important role in defining and 
redefining, the sensibility of an entire culture, falling under the visual arts spectrum. 

KPIT Sparkle 2020 winners awarded 
 KPIT announced the winners of KPIT Sparkle 2020 on 4 March. 

 The 30 select teams who presented their ideas on transformative solutions in mobility and energy were 
awarded. 

Winners: 
 Army Institute of Technology, Pune, was awarded gold and a cash prize of Rs.5 Lakhs 

 Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur and Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific 
Research, Bengaluru jointly won silver awards of Rs.2.5 Lakhs. 

KPIT Sparkle 2020: 
 The event was associated with the Department of Science and Technology (DST) under Ministry of 

Science and Technology, All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), NITI Aayog's Atal Innovation 
Mission (AIM), India Design Council, National Institute of Design, and ONGC Energy Centre as its 
knowledge partners. 

 KPIT Sparkle 2020 emphasized the role of the Department of Science and Technology to encourage 
Science Technology and Innovation. 

 The event provided an innovative platform that nurtures, mentors, and supports aspiring entrepreneurs 
and connects them with incubators in the ecosystem to transform their inventive ideas into viable 
products. 

 The event inspired students from the Science, technology, engineering, management (STEM) streams to 
identify and solve real-life problems in sustainability by designing new technology-enabled solutions. 

 It encouraged and facilitated students to secure intellectual property for their solutions. 

President Ram Nath Kovind conferred 2019 Nari Shakti Puraskar 
 President Ram Nath Kovind presented Nari Shakti Puraskar or Woman Power Award for the year 2019 on 

International Women's Day, which is March 8, at a special ceremony held in Rashtrapati Bhavan, New 
Delhi. 

 15 eminent women were awarded the Nari Shakti Puraskar 2019. 

 The award recognized the significant efforts of the women who rendered distinguished services towards 
the emancipation of women, especially vulnerable and marginalized women. 

Awardees: 
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 The winners of the Nari Shakti Puraskar for the year 2019 are from various areas, including agriculture, 
sports, handicrafts, afforestation and wildlife conservation, Armed Forces, and education. The 
awardees are Padala Bhudevi, Bina Devi, Arifa Jan, Chami Murmu, Nilza Wangmo, Rashmi Urdhwareshe, 
Sardarni Mann Kaur, Kalavati Devi, Tashi, and Nungshi Malik, Kaushiki Chakroborty, Bhageerathi Amma, 
Karthyayini Amma, Avani Chaturvedi, Bhawna Kanth, Mohana Singh. 

Nari Shakti Puraskar: 
 Nari Shakti Puraskar was initiated by the Ministry of Women and Child Development. The award 

acknowledges the exceptional contribution made by individuals and institutions. The award was first 
conferred in 1999. The Nari Shakti Puraskar award carries a cash prize of Rs.1 lakh and a citation. 

 It celebrates women as game changers and catalyst of positive change in the society. These outstanding 
women have contributed towards safeguarding women's rights along with pushing the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). It recognizes women as equal partners in the advancement of 
society. 

Minister Rajnath Singh conferred WTI Awards on 8 March 
 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh conferred the Fourth Edition of the Women Transforming India Awards (WTI) 

on 8 March 2020, the International Women's Day. 

 The award ceremony was organized by NITI Aayog's Women Entrepreneurship Platform. 

 The awards recognized women from diverse fields, including healthcare, education, and food tech, amongst 
other fields. 

Winner list: 
WTI recognized 30 finalists, and 15 winners were awarded. The winners of the award are: 

 Dr. Priyanka Mokshmar, Co-founder of Vaayu Home Appliance 

 Ramya Venkataraman, Founder of Centre for Teacher Accreditation (CENTA) 

 Shilpi Kapoor, Founder of BarrierBreak 

 Rinka Banerjee, Founder of Thinking Forks 

 Nidhi Pant, who combats the issue around waste and farmer living standard through her Science for 
Society team 

 Anupriya Balikai, Founder of Spookfish Innovations 

 Kalpana Sankar, Founder of Hand in Hand 

 Khushboo Jain, Founder of ImpactGuru 

 Sneha Sundaram, Founder of Kutuki 

 Jayanti Pradhan, an agro-processor and farmer from Odisha 

 Jugnu Jain, Founder of CSO 

 Pratyusha Pareddy, Founder of NemoCare 

 Poonam Bir Kasturi, Founder of Daily Dump 

 Ruchi Jain, Founder of Taru Naturals 

 Sujata Sahu, Founder of 17000 ft Foundation 

 Dr. Praveen Nair, Founder Trustee of Salaam Baalak Trust, was awarded a Special Jury Award. WTI 
Awards: 

M Venkaiah Naidu conferred 3rd edition of BusinessLine 
Changemaker Awards 2020 

 Vice-President of India, M Venkaiah Naidu honoured the winners of BusinessLine Changemaker Awards 
2020 organized by Hindu Business Line in New Delhi. 

 It was supported by Nestle India, LIC, Tata Sons, Dell, Qualcomm and Pepsico. 
 

CATEGORY WINNER REASON 

Changemaker on Social Shanti Raghavan for laying the foundation for people with 

Transformation  disabilities to find employment 
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Changemaker on Digital Transformation Government e- Marketplace 
(GeM) 

for increasing ease of doing business 
andbrought transparency to government 
procurement by eliminating corruption. 

Changemaker on Financial 
Transformation 

India Stack for creating the base for 
transformativeideas like UPI Bhim App 
and Aadhaar. 

Young Changemaker Pradeep Mewada for using innovative ways to end 
opendefecation in villages. 

Young Changemakers Rashid k; Vimal Govind; 
Arun George and Nikhil P 

for inventing Bandicoot, the robot that 
removes accumulated sludge and plastic 
waste that clog manholes, and helps 
bringdown deaths due to manual 
scavenging 
 

Iconic Changemaker ArunachalamMurugananda
m 

for creating a low-cost sanitary pad 
forwomen. 

Changemaker of the Year Dutee Chand for winning India’s first medal in 20 
years,in the 100-metre race at the 
Jakarta Asian Games in 2018. 

Changemaker of the year ISRO for making India the first Asian nation to 
reach the Martian orbit, and the first in 
the world to achieve the feat in its 
maidenattempt. 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 

Summit/Conference Held in Aim/Theme 

19th edition of World Productivity Congress 
(WPC) 

Bengaluru, Karnataka Theme: “Industry 4.0: Innovation and 
Productivity”. 

108th Indian Science Congress Pune Theme: “Science and Technology for 
Sustainable Development with Women 
Empowerment” 

International Olympic Committee's 
(IOC) session 

Mumbai  

   Summits and Conferences: 
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Pragyan Conclave 2020 New Delhi The event aims to bring together a cross-
domain national and international experts to 
deliberate on the complex subject of Changing 
Characteristics of Land Warfare and its Impact 
on the Military. 

"International Conference on Nano Science 
and Technology" 

(ICONSAT) 

Kolkata, West Bengal  

Kobita Utsav Kolkata  

PRAGYAN Conclave 2020 New Delhi  

Fourth International Diabetes Summit 2020 Pune  

Wings India 2020 Hyderabad  

39th GST Council Meeting New Delhi  

Meeting on Research in Indian 
Traditional Knowledge Systems 

New Delhi  

7th World Cities Summit (WCS) Singapore The theme for WCS 2020 is ”Livable and 
Sustainable Cities: Adapting to a  Disrupted 
World”. 

Virtual G20 Leaders Summit Saudi Arabia  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name Appointed as Additional Info 

Pekka Lundmark Chief Executive Officer & President 
of Nokia. 

Succeed Rajeev Suri 

Sudhanshu Pandey Chairman and Managing Director of Metals 
and Minerals Trading Corporation (MMTC) Ltd. 

He was the successor of 
Ved Prakash. 

Ajay Bhushan Pandey Finance Secretary Pandey replaces current 
Finance 

Secretary Rajiv Kumar. 

Sanjay Kumar Panda India’s Ambassador to Turkey. He will succeed Sanjay 
Bhattacharya. 

Bimal Julka Chief Information Commissioner  

                       Appointments: 
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Amita Pandove Information Commissioner, Central 
Information Commission (CIC). 

 

Kareena Kapoor Brand Ambassador of PUMA  

Amrish Rau CEO of Pine Labs  

Sanjeev Nautiyal MD & CEO of SBI Life Insurance Replacing Arijit Basu 

Daren Tang WIPO’s Direct General Succeed Australia’s 
Francis Gurry 

Lt Gen KJS Dhillon Director-General Defence 
Intelligence Agency (DG DIA) 

 

Eric Horvitz Chief Scientific Officer (CSO) of 
Microsoft 

 

Prashanth Kumar MD&CEO of Yes Bank  

Shardul Thakur brand ambassador of Tata Power  

Hridesh Kumar Chief Electoral officer of J&K He will replace 
Shailendra Kumar 

Ravinder Singh Dhillon Chairman and Managing Director of Power 
Finance Corporation (PFC). 

 

Rajiv Bajaj MD&CEO of Bajaj  

Karan Bajwa MD of Google Cloud  

Ajay Kumar High Commissioner of India to the Republic of 
Uganda. 

 

Satyarup Siddhanta 1st Indian to complete Volcanic 
Seven Summit 

 

Sameer Agarwal CEO of Walmart India Replacing Krish Iyer 

Ramesh Sobti MD&CEO of IndusInd Bank retires  

Iqbal Singh Bains Madhya Pradesh Chief Secretary  
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Day Celebrated as Aim/ Theme 

March 1 Zero Discrimination Day The day promotes diversity and 
recognizes that everyone counts. 

March 1 World Defence Day The day is observed to raise awareness 
of public protection from natural and 

technogenic disasters and rescue 
service work. 

March 3 World Wildlife Day The theme of 2020 World Wildlife Day 
is "Sustaining all life on Earth". 

March 3 World Hearing Day The theme of 2020 World Hearing Day 
is "Don't let hearing loss limit you. 

Hearing for life!". 

March 4 National Security Day The day aims to appreciate the work of 
security forces as they play a major role 

in maintaining the peace and security 
of the people in the country. 

March 7 Jan Aushadhi Diwas The days aims to create awareness and 
providing thrust to the use of generic 

medicines 

March 8 International Women’s Day Theme: I am Generation Equality: 
Realizing Women’s Rights 

March 10 Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) 51st Raising Day  

March 12 World Kidney Day The day aims to create awareness and 
educate people about the importance 

of kidneys to overall health and to 
reduce the frequency and impact of 
kidney disease and associated health 

problems worldwide. 

March 13 World Sleep Day  

March 14 International Pi (π) Day  

March 14 International Day of Action for Rivers Theme: Women, Water and Climate 
Change 

       Important Days & Themes: 
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March 15 World Consumer Rights Day Theme: The Sustainable Consumer 

March 16 National Vaccination Day  

March 18 Ordnance Factories  

March 18 Global Recycling Day  

March 20 International Day of Happiness Theme: Happiness for All, Together 

March 20 World Sparrow Day  

March 20 French Language Day  

March 21 International Day of Forest Theme: Forests and Biodiversity 

March 21 World Poetry Day  

March 21 World Down Syndrome Day Theme: We Decide 

March 21 International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination 

 

March 22 World Water Day The theme for the 2020 World Water 
Day is 'Water and Climate Change.' 

March 22 Bihar Diwas  

March 23 World Meterological Day Theme: Climate and Water 

March 23 Shaheed Diwas To pay tribute to martyrs Bhagat Singh, 
Sukhdev Thapar, and Shivaram Rajguru. 

March 24 World Tuberculosis Day Theme: It’s Time 
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March 24 International Day for the Right to the Truth Concerning 
Gross Human Rights Violations and for the Dignity of 

Victims 

 

March 25 International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery 
and the Translatic slave Trade 

 

March 25 International Day of Solidarity with detained and missing 
staff members 

 

March 27 World Theatre Dayn  

 
 
    
 
 
 

Name Field Location 

Joginder Singh Saini Athletics Coach Punjab 

Balbir Singh Kullar hockey player Punjab 

Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha 
Sanghanayaka Suddhananda Mahathero 

Buddhist Leader Bangladesh 

Javier Perez de Cuellar UN Chief Peru 

Potturi Venkateswara Rao Telugu Journalist  

Hans Raj Bhardwaj Former Union Law Minister and 
Congress Veteran 

Haryana 

Max von Sydow Actor Sweden 

Santu Mukhopadhyay Actor West Bengal 

Dana Zatopkova Olympic Javelin Champion Czechoslovakia 

Puthussery Ramachandran Veteran poet and Malayalam scholar Kerala 

Patil Puttappa Journalist  

Imtiaz Khan Bollywood Actor  

Jairam Kulkarani Marathi Actor Maharashtra 

Roger Mayweather Boxer  

P K Banerjee Footballer West Bengal 

Viswanathan Director- Tamil Tamil Nadu 

Kenny Rogers Singer United States 

Abdul Latif Footballer  

Nimmi Bollywood Actress  

Nemai Ghosh Photographer  

                       Obituary 
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Floyd Cardoz Chef  

Sathish Gujral Architect, Sculptor,Writer  

Rajyogini Dadi chief of Brahmakumaris Sansthan  

Chandhan Singh Rathore Air Chief Marshal  

Joseph Lowery Civil Rights Leader United States 

Beni Prasad Verma Politician Uttar Pradesh 

Ken Shimura Comedian Japan 

Paravai Muniyamma Folk Singer Tamil Nadu 

 
 
 
    
  
 
 
 
 

Ranking  Top India’s rank 

Freedom in the world 2020 report Finland India- 83 

Inclusive Internet Index 2020 by EIU Sweden India- 45 

KPMG’s 2020 Technology 
Innovation Hubs report 

UK India- 2nd 

women member presence on 
companies’ board globally 

Norway India- 12th 

probes on foreign bribery, 
enforcement drags globally 

Brazil India- 2nd 

UN World Happiness Index Finland India- 144 

2020 Index of Economic Freedom Singapore India- 120 

domestic solar rooftopinstallations Gujarat  

Biggest Arms Importer SIPRI Saudi Arabia India- 2nd 

Biggest Arms Exporter SIPRI - India- 23 

 The Bangladesh based international development organization, BRAC, has topped the list of top 500 Global Non-
Governmental Organisations (NGOs) for the 5th consecutive year 

 Andhra Pradesh Top State for overall implementation of Poshan Abhiyan. Apart from this, Tamil Nadu tops the list 
of the states in terms of the number of participants in the programme. 

 Alibaba Founder Jack Ma Takes Over as Asia Richest Man, Pushing Mukesh Ambani at Second Position: Bloomberg 
Billionaires Index 

 India Among Better-Performing Countries in Animal Protection Index 2020. India has attained C ranking in the 
index, which shows that India is one of the better-performing countries in terms of policies and 
legislation for animals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    Ranking 
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 Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal was conferred the Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee award 2020 

for Politics. 
 Punjab State government announced major changes in the 2020-21 budget. The budget announcement 

was made by Punjab Finance Minister Manpreet Singh Badal. He presented a Rs.1,54,805 crore budget in 
the state Assembly. 

 In Madhya Pradesh unique Chilli Festival begins at Kasrawad in Khargone district. 
 Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has launched “Suposhit Maa Abhiyan” in his constituency Kota, Rajasthan. 
 The Arunachal Pradesh Assembly went paperless with the implementation of e-Vidhan, a project under 

the Digital India programme. 
 The historic City Chowk in old Jammu was renamed as ‘Bharat Mata Chowk’. 
 Antar Rashtriya Yog Mahotsav has been inaugurated in Rishikesh, Uttarakhand by Uttar Pradesh Chief 

Minister Yogi Adityanath. 
 The famous Rangotsav celebration began on 3 March at Barsana in Mathura, Uttar Pradesh. 
 The 35th edition of AAHAR-the Food and Hospitality fair began in New Delhi on 3 March. The fair will be 

held from 3-7 March 2020. 
 Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath inaugurated and laid foundation stones for 23 

development projects worth Rs 2,821 crore at Gautam Buddh Nagar in Noida on 3rd March 2020. 
 The state government of Uttarakhand has announced that “Gairsain” will be the summer capital of 

Uttarakhand. Gairsain is a tehsil located in Chamoli district. 
 Jammu and Kashmir government has launched Student Health Card scheme in Jammu on 5 March. 
 Chapchar Kut began in all parts of Mizoram on 5 March 2020. 
 ‘Namaste Orchha’ festival begins in Orchha, a town in Niwari district of Madhya Pradesh. 
 The government of Jammu and Kashmir adopted a nine pronged strategy to realize the goal of doubling 

farmer's income by 2022. 
 Kerala government decided to offer safe abodes for couples who married across religion and castes. 
 The Maharashtra Government renamed Aurangabad Airport as Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj Airport. 
 Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijiju inaugurated the first-ever five-day Khelo India 

Winter Games at Gulmarg. 
 Tamil Nadu State government is to host the first-ever regional event "Divya Kala Shakti: Witnessing the 

abilities in disabilities a unique cultural" event at Kalaivanar Arangam, Chennai. 
 Leh is to host the main national event for the sixth International Day of Yoga (IDY) on 21 June 2020. The 

events on the day will be led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
 Maharashtra State government approved the implementation of "happy hour" for autorickshaws. 
 The Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh YS Jagan Mohan Reddy has launched ‘NIGHA’ app to ensure ‘clean 

and healthy’ elections by curbing the use of money and alcohol in the upcoming local body elections. 
 The traditional ‘Fagli’ festival was celebrated in Yangpa village of Kinnaur district, Himachal Pradesh. 
 The Maharashtra state cabinet government approved the renaming Mumbai Central Terminus station as 

Nana Shankarseth Terminus Station or Jagannath Sunkersett. 
 The Assam government to construct 33 stadiums in the state under Uttaran scheme. 
 Uttar Pradesh government has launched three ambitious schemes for skill development and 

employment generation for youths in the state. 
 Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh has announced the biggest ever scheme for the welfare of 

sportspersons and artists of the State. 
 Uttarakhand Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat celebrated the traditional harvest festival “Phool Dei”. 
 Union Minister of State for Shipping Mansukh Mandaviya was launched ‘Ropax’ passenger ferry service 

between Mumbai and Mandwa, Maharashtra. 
 The Kerala government has launched a mass handwashing campaign named ‘break the chain’ to combat 

coronavirus. 
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 World’s first commercial flying car named ‘PAL-V Liberty’ will be developed in Gujarat, India. PAL-V 
stands for Personal Air-Land Vehicle. 

 Kamal Nath has resigned as the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh. 
 Uttar Pradesh Government has sought a Central Grant of 100 crore rupees for Lucknow University and 

Kashi Vidyapeeth. 
 Uttarakhand government cancelled reservation in promotion for state government employees. 
 According to the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister , Karuppa Gounder Palanisamy (known as Edappadi K. 

Palaniswami), a total of 64,583 sanitary personnel employed by urban and rural civic bodies in the State 
will be called as ”cleanliness workers” (Thooimai Paniyalargal in Tamil) to honour their work. 

 Uttar Pradesh govt announced several actions and measures in its fight against coronavirus. Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath announced to provide one-month free food grains to poor people along with Rs 
1,000 as compensation to daily wage workers who have been affected due to the outbreak of the deadly 
virus. 

 Tamil Nadu state government has announced an Rs.3,280 crore special relief package aginst COVID-19 
on 24 March. 

 Shivraj Singh Chouhan was sworn in as Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh. He took oath for the fourth 
time as Chief Minister. 

 The Gujarat Police is now equipped with taser guns as a part of their modernization drive to ensure 
public safety and security. 

 Odisha’s Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik launched Mo Jeeban programme in Odisha. 
 The Uttar Pradesh state government has imposed a ban on the production and sale of pan masala during 

the 21-day lockdown imposed across the country. 
 Bihar government has released rupees 100 crore as an assistance package for poor people of the state in 

view of ongoing lockdown in view of Coronavirus outbreak. 
 Odisha government announced today that it readying to set up the largest Covid-19 hospital in India. 
 The Maharashtra state government has decided to stamp the left hand of the people who have been 

kept under quarantine amid coronavirus pandemic in the country. 
 The Odisha State government is planning to set up a COVID-19 testing laboratory at a hospital in order to 

ease the burden as the state has only one facility at Bhubaneswar. 
 Indore (Madhya Pradesh), the cleanest city in India becomes the 1st city in India to use drones to sanitize 

the city against COVID-19 scare. 
 The Sawai Man Singh (SMS) Government Hospital in Jaipur is to introduce the usage of humanoid robots 

to provide services to the COVID-19 patients. 
 Government has set up a control room in Bihar Bhawan, New Delhi. The information was passed by the 

Resident Commissioner of Bihar, Vipin Kumar. 
 Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath transferred Rs.611 crore in the accounts of 27.15 lakh 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MNREGA) labourers of the state. 
 In Jammu, two hospitals Psychiatry Hospital and Chest Diseases hospital have been exclusively dedicated 

to treating COVID-19 patients. 
 Chief Minister of Nagaland Neiphiu Rio launched the Self Declaration COVID-19 Nagaland App at Kohima 

on 28 March. 
 UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has set up “Team-11” comprising of as many inter-departmental 

committees to fight the coronavirus spread. 
 Himachal Pradesh State government has unveiled 'Corona Mukt Himachal', a mobile application on 31 

March as a measure to protect the State's people. 
 Jharkhand state government has launched PRAGYAAM, a Mobile application, on 30 March. 
 Andhra Pradesh State government has set up “Mobile Hand-wash facilities” for the benefit of Slum 

Dwellers amidst lockdown in the state. 
 Rajasthan police have launched a mobile app “RajCop citizens app” to enable individuals and company 

employees in the state take permission for venturing out in necessary conditions. 
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