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                                  Polity and Governance  

Universal Basic Income 

Why in News? 

To deal with the economic inequality, unemployment and poverty created by the Covid-19 pandemic, many 

advocate Universal Basic Income (UBI) programme to be a solution. 

Key Points 

 In order to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic, the governments across the world have imposed measures like 

lockdown and social distancing. 

 However, these measures have caused collateral damage to almost every sector of the economy, so much so 

that the International Monetary Fund held the current economic crisis could be the worst ever since 

the Great depression 1929. 

 With almost 90% of India’s workforce in the informal sector without minimum wages or social 

security, micro-level circumstances in India are worse than anywhere else. 

 

 Even before pandemic, India was struggling to provide job opportunities for millions of job aspirants 

who were entering the job market. 

 Regular payments through Universal Basic Income (UBI) can ensure the sustenance of the workers engaged 

in the informal sector, at least till the economy normalises. 

 Countries across the world, which include Kenya, Brazil, Finland, and Switzerland, have bought into this 

concept. 

 Supporters of the UBI programme include Economics Nobel Laureates Peter Diamond and Christopher 

Pissarides, and tech leaders Mark Zuckerberg and Elon Musk. 

What is Universal Basic Income (UBI)? 

Universal Basic Income is a periodic, unconditional cash transfer to every citizen in the nation. Here, social or 

economic status of a person is not considered.  

There are 3 major features to the UBI Universalistic – 

1. UBI does not target any specific person or group. Cash transfer – instead of in-kind transfer. 

2. Unconditional – There is no need to prove unemployment status or socio-economic identity for getting 

benefits under UBI.  

3. Based on the poverty level, consumptions level, income, and inflation, the Economic Survey suggests a 

minimum UBI of Rs. 7620/year. 

Why UBI is required? 

 Social Justice: UBI is firstly a test of egalitarian society. Any society where all people do not earn income in 

equality, fails the test of justice. UBI propounds many of the basic values of a society that respects all 

individuals as equal. It promotes equality because it is anti-paternalistic, opens up the possibility of flexibility 

in labor markets. It promotes efficiency by increasing transparency in government transfers. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/universal-basic-income
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 Poverty Reduction: if the current financial system functions properly the UBI- Universal Basic Income may 

simply be the fastest way of poverty reduction. 

 Agency: Our current welfare system, even when well intentioned, inflicts an indignity upon the poor by 

assuming that they cannot take economic decisions relevant to their lives. An unconditional cash transfer 

treats them as agents, not subjects. UBI liberates citizens from paternalistic and clientele relationships with 

the state. By taking the individual and not the household as the unit of beneficiary, UBI can also enhance 

agency, especially of women within households. 

 Employment: UBI could open up new potentials for labor markets. It creates tractability by allowing 

individuals to have fractional or standardized engagements with the labor market without fear of losing 

benefits. They permit more non-exploitative negotiation since people will no longer be required to accept 

any working conditions, just so that they can survive. 

 Administrative Efficiency: In India in particular, the case for UBI has been heightened because of the 

weakness of current welfare schemes that are riddled with misallocation, escapes and exclusion of the poor. 

When the trinity of JAM Jan-Dhan,-Aadhaar and Mobile is fully adopted the time would be apt for a mode of 

delivery that is administratively more efficient. 

 Institutional credit: According to National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) data from the 70th round, 

institutional credits account for less than 15% of the total borrowing by landless agricultural workers; The 

figure for marginal and small farmers is only 30%. These groups have to borrow from moneylenders and 

adhatiyas at exorbitant interest rates ranging from 24 to 60%. As a result, they do not stand to benefit much 

from the interest rate subsidy for the agriculture sector. 

Likewise, the benefits of subsidized fertilizers and power are enjoyed largely by big farmers. In urban areas, contract 

workers and those in the informal sector face a similar problem. The rapid pace of automation of low-skill jobs and 

formalisation of the retail sector mean the prospects of these groups are even bleaker. 

Benefits of Universal Basic Income (UBI) 

 UBI will provide secured income to individuals. 

 The scheme will reduce poverty and income inequality in society. 

 It will increase the purchasing power of every poor which will further increase aggregate demand. 

 Easy to implement because no identification of the beneficiary is involved. 

 It will reduce the wastage of government money because its implementation is very simple. 

Issues In implementing UBI 

Lack of the political will because of the costs involved. 

 The fiscal cost of a UBI pegged at Rs. 7,620, at 75% universality, was 4.9% of the GDP. 

 The Economic Survey of India's (2016-17) model of UBI suggested providing Rs. 7,620 per annum to 

75% of India's population. 

 The income was based on Suresh Tendulkar's poverty line of 2011-12 inflation-indexed to 2016-17. 

 A UBI on par with the numbers suggested by the Economic Survey could lead to targeted household incomes 

increasing by almost Rs. 40,000 per annum, since the average Indian household size is approximately five. 

 Difficulty in reducing some of the existing subsidies to balance the resultant deficit. 

 There is no guarantee that the given cash will be spent on productive activities, health & education, etc. It 

may be spent on tobacco, alcohol, drugs, and other luxury goods etc. 

 Free cash to the people will increase the rate of inflation in the economy. 
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 Workers can refuse to work as a labourer or demand higher wages which can increase the cost of 

production of agricultural goods. 

Way Forward 

 The 2017 Economic Survey had flagged the UBI scheme as “a conceptually appealing idea” and a possible 

alternative to social welfare programmes targeted at reducing poverty. 

 UBI envisages an uncompromised social safety net that seeks to assure a dignified life for everyone, a 

concept that is expected to gain traction in a global economy buffeted by uncertainties on account of 

globalization, technological change, and automation. 

 If universal basic income ever had a time, it is now. It can be implemented to deal with the unemployment, 

income inequality and poverty posed by Covid-19 pandemic. 

Inner Line Permit & CAA 

Why in news? 

The Supreme Court declined the petition to stay the operation of a Presidential order pertaining to Inner Line 

Permit (ILP) in Assam. 

What is Inner Line? 

 A concept drawn by colonial rulers, the Inner Line separated the tribal-populated hill areas in the Northeast 

from the plains. 

 To enter and stay for any period in these areas, Indian citizens from other areas need an Inner Line Permit 

(ILP). 

 The Inner Line protects Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Mizoram, and Manipur was added lately. 

Where is the origin? 

 The concept originates from the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation Act (BEFR), 1873. 

 The policy of exclusion first came about as a response to the reckless expansion of British entrepreneurs into 

new lands, which threatened British political relations with the hill tribes. 

 The BEFR prohibits the entry of an outsider (British subject or foreign citizen) into the area beyond the Inner 

Line without a pass and his purchase of land there. 

 The Inner Line also protects the commercial interests of the British from the tribal communities. 

What is the change made? 

 After Independence, the Indian government replaced “British subjects” with “Citizen of India”. 

 In 2013, the Home Ministry told that the main aim of ILP system is to prevent settlement of other Indian 

nationals in the States where ILP regime is prevalent. 

 It said that settlement is prevented in order to protect the indigenous/tribal population. 

How is it connected to the Citizenship Amendment Act? 

 The CAA relaxes eligibility criteria for certain categories of migrants from three countries seeking Indian 

citizenship. 

 But, it exempts certain categories of areas, including those protected by the Inner Line system. 

 Amid protests against the Act, the Adaptation of Laws (Amendment) Order, 2019, issued by the President, 

amended the BEFR, 1873. 
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 This amendment extended the ILP to Manipur and parts of Nagaland that were not earlier protected by ILP. 

What is the petition? 

 Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) and All Tai Ahom Students’ Union (ATASU) petitioned the 

Supreme Court against the Presidential order. 

 They claimed that the order deprived Assam of the powers to implement the Inner Line system in its districts 

and limit the applicability of CAA. 

 The original BEFR included the then Assam districts of Kamrup, Darrang, Nagaon, Sibsagar, Lakhimpur, and 

Cachar. 

 Noting this, the petition said that the order took away the Assam government’s permissive power to 

implement the ILP. 

 This could have made the CAA inapplicable in these areas, the petition said. 

 Groups such as the AJYCP have long been campaigning for long for implementation of the ILP in Assam. 

 The CAA has given fresh legs to the demand. 

What does the SC order imply? 

 The petition had sought a stay on the Presidential order, which the Supreme Court did not grant. 

 The court said it will have to hear what the other side (government) has to say on the matter. 

 It will hear the matter again in two weeks. 

 

Housing for Workers Post Covid-19 

Why in News? 

 Sudden and swift imposition of a complete national lockdown in India has left many migrant workers 

homeless. 

 The resultant scenario and the impact on economy call for government intervention to ease migration 

process for the benefit of economy. 

What is the lockdown-led migrants crisis? 

 Many migrant workers found themselves far away from their homes post lockdown. 

 Also, employment opportunities and payment dried up in their cities of adoption. 

 The landlords threw out worker-tenants following the lockdown. 

 Naturally, many of the migrants tried to get back home. 

 But when normal transport was unavailable, some took the road and walked; others were stuffed into 

unpleasant holding camps. 

What does this mean to the economy? 

 These unfortunate circumstances are compounded by the general difficulties of the economy. 

 This might altogether cause migrant workers to stay at home forever. 

 In result, there would be a reduction in the number of “casual workers.” 

 Casual workers are notably crucial for growth and development of the economy. 

 Their absence would cause the broader economy to run down. 

 The post-COVID India will thus have to make special provisions for the casual workers. 
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What are the much-needed measures? 

 Non-farm employment - The government could try and make accessible non-farm employment closer to the 

migrants’ native places. 

 This might require various forms of infrastructure upgrade in some of India’s most under-developed areas. 

 This would be a win-win situation as living costs for workers would drop and wages in rural areas would go 

up. 

 Factories in big cities and industrial centres would automatically have to pay more to attract migrants. 

 Yet this depends crucially on overcoming the clustering in job creation. 

 [This is particularly a feature of any capitalist economy. 

 It is even more pronounced in large countries with considerable regional disparities, such as India.] 

 Easing migration - A more realistic route would be for the government itself to help ease the process of 

migration. 

 This should be done in partnership with the private sector. 

 There are mechanisms across the world that can be examined for effectiveness in this regard. 

 One such would be the creation and management of dormitory-style housing. 

 This could be made from low-cost and pre-fabricated materials to a standard design. 

 It must be ensured that the roll-out is rapid and the final product familiar to workers. 

 The housing could include basic housekeeping services, the availability of food. 

 It could also include user fees-based community services, such as a local health centre. 

 Some private space, lockers for security, and public amenities are a must. 

 This would be a variant of the Chinese model where the employer directly builds large dormitory-style 

accommodation for factory workers. 

 The government need not do this itself; it can contract out, including to public-sector companies. 

 E.g. many of the “chawls” in what was then the mill town of Bombay were built by the textile mills 

themselves 

 Large businesses with casual workers could be charged a cess to pay for the initial capital cost. 

 Otherwise, they could be charged rent for each worker with them who uses the facility. 

What is the way forward? 

 Attempts as the above were sharply variable in the quality of life they provided. 

 In today’s India, emphasis must be on providing a decent rather than graceless existence for the migrant. 

 Some measures have been announced as part of the revival package by the government to ensure the 

growth of rental housing in cities. 

 The emphasis, however, must be on providing a path to urbanisation for the return of the workers. 

 

                                                         Economy 

PM Swanidhi Scheme for street vendors 

Why in News? 

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has launched a micro-credit facility for street vendors under the Swanidhi 

Scheme. 
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PM Swanidhi Scheme 

 The Pradhan Mantri Street Vendor’s Atmanirbhar Nidhi Scheme is aimed at benefiting over 50 lakh vendors 

who had their businesses operational on or before March 24. 

 The scheme was announced by Finance Minister as a part of the economic package for those affected by the 

COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown. 

 The loans are meant to help kick-start activity for vendors who have been left without any income since the 

lockdown was implemented on March 25. 

 The scheme is valid until March 2022. 

Expected beneficiaries 

 This loan will be given to those who run shops on the roadside, handcart or streetcar. 

 Fruit-vegetable, laundry, saloon and paan shops are also included in this category. 

Facilities provided under the scheme 

 The vendors will be able to apply for a working capital loan of up to ₹10,000, which is repayable in monthly 

instalments within a year. 

 On timely/early repayment of the loan, an interest subsidy of 7% per annum will be credited to the bank 

accounts of beneficiaries through direct benefit transfer on a six-monthly basis. 

 The loans would be without collateral. There will be no penalty on early repayment of the loan. 

Social Stock Exchange 

Why in News? 

A working group constituted by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) on Social Stock Exchanges (SSEs) 

has recommended allowing non-profit organizations to directly list on such platforms. 

What are Social Stock Exchanges (SSEs)? 

 An SSE is a platform which allows investors to buy shares in social enterprises vetted by an official 

exchange. 

 The Union Budget 2019 proposed setting up of first of its kind SSE in India. 

 The SSE will function as a common platform where social enterprises can raise funds from the public. 

 It will function on the lines of major stock exchanges like BSE and NSE. However, the purpose of the Social 

Stock Exchange will be different – not profit, but social welfare. 

 Under the regulatory ambit of SEBI, a listing of social enterprises and voluntary organizations will be 

undertaken so that they can raise capital as equity, debt or as units like a mutual fund. 

Why SSEs? 

 India needs massive investments in the coming years to be able to meet the human development goals 

identified by global bodies like the UN. 

 This can’t be done through government expenditure alone. Private enterprises working in the social sector 

also need to step up their activities. 

 Currently, social enterprises are very active in India. However, they face challenges in raising funds. 

 One of the biggest hurdles they face is, apparently, the lack of trust from common investors. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/social-stock-exchange
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Benefits 

 There is a great opportunity to unlock funds from donors, philanthropic foundations and CSR spenders, in 

the form of zero-coupon zero principal bonds. These bonds will be listed on the SSE. 

 At first, the SSE could become a repository of social enterprises and impact investors. 

 The registration could be done through a standard process. 

 The SEs could be categorized into different stages such as- Idea, growth stage and likewise, investors can 

also be grouped based on the type of investment. 

Import Cut to Become Self-Reliant 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Union Government has identified 10 promising sectors to cut “unnecessary” import. 

Key Points 

 Identified Sectors: The sectors include capital goods and machinery, mobile and electronics, gems and 

jewellery, pharmaceuticals, textiles and garments. 

 Earlier, the government had asked the Indian industry to set new targets towards building self-
reliance in furniture, footwear and air conditioners. 

Government’s Plan: 

 The government is looking for increasing domestic manufacturing and exploring the export potential in these 

areas. 

 For this, the government is bringing more investment and making India a major manufacturing 

destination for these sectors. 

 The government is also focussing on raising quality controls to make India globally competitive. 

 If necessary, the government can also raise the import duties on these sectors without violating the World 

Trade Organisation (WTO) bound rates. 

PM’s Focus on AtmaNirbhar Bharat: Earlier, the Prime Minister had stressed on the need for self-reliance and a 

stronger focus on manufacturing locally by enterprises to strengthen the economy against the impact of 

coronavirus and get the country back on the growth track. 

 He had emphasised on the need to build robust local supply chains and focus on Make In India. 

 He called for creating strong enterprises in India that can become global forces and help in generating 

employment. 

 He highlighted that India did not use to manufacture PPE kits earlier but the pandemic has shown that India 

can fulfill its own needs. 

Schemes: 

 The government has brought various schemes towards making India a major player in sectors like medical 

devices, Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs). For example: Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme. 

 However, in some cases, the schemes are repackaged versions of older attempts of the previous government 

to promote domestic production in these areas. 

 For instance, recently, the government invited applications from companies to invest in India under the 

second phase of the electronics manufacturing scheme. 
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 An earlier version of a similar electronics manufacturing scheme, called the Modified Special Incentive 

Package Scheme was notified by the previous government in July 2012. 

Issues 

Concerns related to India’s dependence on imports e.g. over 30% Imports in the air conditioners sector. 

 As per the Ministry of Commerce, India imported $467.2 billion worth of commodities between April, 2019 

and March, 2020. 

With AtmaNirbhar Bharat there is a danger of India going back to an import substitution framework. 

 Taking this path would also be quite daunting, as the financial and technological resources required would 

be very high. 

Way Forward 

 The Prime Minister has talked about 5 Is to make India self-reliant. This includes intent, inclusion, 

investment, infrastructure, and innovation. 

 There is a need to be strategic in terms of the choice of sectors in which the country wants to be self-reliant. 

 India has a natural advantage in these 10 sectors and if work is done to strengthen these industries, these 

will support the country massively. 

Suspension of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 

Why in news? 

The Union Cabinet has cleared the proposal to suspend the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) for 6 months, and 
it can be extended up to a year. 

What is the IBC essentially? 

 Insolvency and bankruptcy code 2016 was introduced to resolve the bankruptcy crisis in corporate sector. 

 Under IBC, either the creditor (banks) or the loaner (defaulter) can initiate insolvency proceedings. 

 It is done by submitting a plea to the adjudicating authority, the National Companies Law Tribunal (NCLT). 

 According to IBC, a financial creditor holds an important role in the corporate insolvency process. 

 The Committee of Creditors (CoC) under IBC includes all financial creditors of a corporate debtor. 

 The CoC will appoint and supervise the Insolvency Professional. 

 It has the power to either approve or reject the resolution plan to revive the debtor, or to proceed to 

liquidate the debtor. 

What is the COVID-19-led scenario? 

 Companies are facing significant disruption due to the nationwide lockdown among other COVID-19-related 

measures. 

 The government is also working on a special resolution framework for micro, small, and medium 

enterprises (MSMEs). 

 The threshold for triggering the insolvency process has been increased substantially for these. 

 The RBI has also allowed a moratorium on all term loan instalments till August 2020-end. 

 All the above measures are designed to extend relief to businesses in these extraordinary times. 

 However, policy-makers would do well to account for the unintended consequences as well. 
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 E.g. banks are worried that the moratorium on repayment of loans could affect the credit culture 

 It might well lead to higher non-performing assets (NPAs). 

How significant is IBC? 

 The implementation of the IBC is one of the biggest reforms in recent years and must be preserved. 

 Once economy returns to normalcy, the IBC framework would be required to reallocate capital from 

weaker firms to more productive ones. 

 A delay in this process would affect the pace of recovery. 

What are the uncertainties with IBC suspension? 

 In the context of the IBC, it is important that the government involve the RBI and large banks. 

 They will have to collectively decide on the ground rules with utmost care and clarity. 

 E.g. if the cut-off date is March 1, 2020 what would happen to companies that might have defaulted before 

that should be clarified. 

 Also, criteria for differentiating borrowers hurt by COVID-19 from those impacted by other factors should be 

specified. 

 Economic indicators suggest that businesses started facing difficulties much before the lockdown was 

announced. 

 So, what will happen to firms that had defaulted and lenders were preparing to start the proceedings under 

the IBC is a big question. 

 Notably, the resolution of such accounts will help unlock funds, which can be used by banks for further 

lending. 

 In all, resolution might become a bit difficult because of economic uncertainty. 

 However, it cannot be a reason for suspension. 

 A blanket suspension would not work as firms facing difficulties may themselves want to file for bankruptcy 

resolution. 

What is a better way ahead? 

 The Indian economy is largely expected to shrink in the current financial year. 

 Lower sales and operating profits will make debt servicing difficult. 

 So a large number of firms may not be in a position to service loans even after the moratorium period. 

 It is thus widely expected that the RBI would allow a one-time restructuring of debt. 

 Therefore, the government will need to work with the RBI in framing the IBC suspension mechanism. 

 The NPAs are likely to rise in general because of economic disruption. 

 But, policy-makers must make sure that the banking system is not put under excessive pressure. 

 This is imperative because otherwise it could threaten the country's financial stability and affect economic 

recovery. 

 It must also be ensured that IBC suspension does not end up affecting government's efficacy in the medium 

term. 

Nyay Scheme 

Why in News? 

 The economic package announced to deal with the COVID-19-led crisis is likely to take a long time to fix the 

situation. 
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 In this context, here is an assessment of the efficacy of the Nyay scheme proposed by former Congress 

President Rahul Gandhi during the Lok Sabha elections. 

What is the shortfall in the economic package? 

 The Centre has announced an economic package of Rs 20 lakh crore for the entire country. 

 Of this, half has been used even before it was announced. 

 Much of the rest will be provided to entrepreneurs in the form of debt. 

 However, amid the current lockdown situation, how demand would be generated is highly uncertain. 

 And if demand does not rise, how would these new loans boost the economy is a big question. 

What is the Nyay scheme all about? 

 The essential goal of Nyay scheme is “transfer cash not loans”. 

 It proposes direct cash transfers to be the best solution, be it for saving lives or the economy. 

What example does Chhattisgarh offer? 

 The Nyay Yojana is in place in Chhattisgarh since the start of 2019. 

 The support price for the largest crop in the state, paddy, was raised from Rs 1,800 to Rs 2,500. 

 Due to this liberal policy, 80.37 lakh metric tonnes of paddy was collected from farmers at the rate of Rs 

2,500 per quintal. 

 This injected Rs 20,000 crore directly into farmers’ pockets. 

 This was an increase of about Rs 8,000 crore from the support price that prevailed before. 

 Not just the purchase of paddy, but a grant-in-aid is being provided for a total of 14 items, including maize 

and sugarcane. 

 The State government waived loans worth Rs 9,000 crore for farmers, and Rs 244 crore worth of irrigation 

tax was forgiven. 

 The same was done for the tendu patta collectors, whose wage rate was increased from Rs 2,500 to Rs 4,000 

per standard bag. 

 Also, the state government from 2019 buys 25 items of forest produce at the minimum support price, 

unlike the earlier 7 items. 

 This increased the purchasing power of common villagers, farmers, and tribals residing in the forests. 

 This went a long way in reducing the effects of the economic slowdown in the state within one-and-a-half 

years. 

 In Chhattisgarh, 80% of the state’s population is engaged in farming, and 44% of its area is covered with 

forests. 

 So the system worked with an understanding that the real entrepreneurs were farmers and tribal forest 

produce collectors. 

What does the COVID-19 situation call for? 

 As learnt from the GDP growth rates, even before COVID-19 and lockdown, socio-economic life was in 

great distress. 

 So, the need for a basic minimum monthly income was a long-felt one. 

 Now, across India, migrant workers are returning back home due to prolonged stagnation of economic 

activity. 

 Given this, direct cash transfers should be made into the bank accounts of farmers, labourers, villagers, 

tribals, women and the deprived sections of society. 



12 
 

 A minimum monthly income will help in times of illness and save families from starvation. 

 More importantly, it will bring money to the market and strengthen the economy indirectly from the ground 

up. 

 Most of the nations of the world affected by COVID-19 are following this path of recovery. 

 

Covid 19 -led Unemployment - Social Disparities 

Why in News? 

 Data from Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE)’s Consumer Pyramids Household Survey (CPHS) 

was released recently, according to this data alongside massive unemployment, there are socio-cultural 

disparities are the impact resulted by the lockdown and unemployment. 

What is the current overall employment scenario? 

 The average number of employed 

persons between March 2019 and 

March 2020 was over 403 million. 

 In other words, this was the 

scenario one year preceding the 

lockdown. 

 In April 2020, this number came 

down to a little over 282 million. 

 This is roughly a 30% drop from the 

earlier figures. 

 In other words, employment in 

April 2020 was 70% of the average 

in the preceding year. 

 

What is the impact on disadvantaged sections? 

 In India, there are clear gender and caste disparities in the early lockdown-induced job losses. 

 Consequently, women have suffered relatively more than men (rural women more than urban women). 

 Also, Dalits (Scheduled Castes), specifically rural Dalits, suffered relatively more than upper castes. 

 Rural women’s employment has suffered the maximum relative loss. 

 Evidently, the effects of the pandemic-induced lockdown have not been neutral with respect to social 

identity. 

What does the CMIE data suggest? 

A comparison of April 2020 (post-lockdown) with November-December 2019 (pre-lockdown) employment status 

reveals certain trends. 

 The drop in male employment is greater than female by 17.6 percentage points. 

 However, the possibility of losing jobs is more for women. 
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 Women who were employed in the pre-lockdown phase were 23.5 percentage points less likely to be 

employed in the post-lockdown phase. 

 This is compared to men who were employed in the pre-lockdown phase. 

 Male heads of household were 11.3 percentage points more likely to be employed in post-lockdown phase 

than female heads. 

 The caste differences are relatively smaller than the gender differences. 

 But the lockdown affected employment of the SC-ST-OBC groups relatively more adversely than the higher 

ranked group of castes. 

 Women and Dalits have suffered disproportionately more job losses. 

 However, the reality is that, risky, hazardous and stigmatized jobs are exclusively their preserve. 

 All frontline health workers (ASHA/ Accredited Social Health Activists) are women. 

 On the other hand, evidently, manual scavengers are exclusively being Dalits. 

 Thus, for most women and Dalits, the choice seems to be between unemployment and jobs that come with 

disease, infection and social stigma. 

 In all, the pre-existing inequalities along gender and caste lines are only likely to get reinforced with COVID-

19-led economic changes. 

 It calls for recognition and redressal by concerted government measures. 

How vulnerable are women? 

 Between 2004-5 and 2017-18, the male-female gaps in educational attainment have narrowed considerably 

in India. 

 However, gaps in labour force participation have widened. 

 Female labour force participation rate is persistently low in India over decades. 

 It has declined sharply over the last 15 years. 

 Globally - It is expected that in the Covid-19 pandemic, women are likely to be more vulnerable to losing 

their jobs compared to men. 

 There are nearly 220 million women employed in sectors that are potentially vulnerable to job cuts. 

 Of the 44 million workers in vulnerable sectors globally, 31 million women face potential job cuts, compared 

to 13 million men. 

Revival of RCEP Talks - India's Opportunity 

Why in news? 

The RCEP (Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership) countries have again sought to come to an agreement for 

India to join it. 

What is the RCEP? 

 RCEP is a trade deal that is currently under negotiation among 16 countries. 

 These include - 

 10 member countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

 6 countries with which the ASEAN bloc has free trade agreements (FTA) 

 [The FTA partners are India, Australia, China, South Korea, Japan and New Zealand.] 

 Negotiations on the details of the RCEP have been on since 2013. 
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What is the impasse over? 

 India was supposed to be part of the 

RCEP grouping. 

 It has pulled out at the last moment 

when some of its demands were not 

met by the negotiating partners. 

 India has especially concerns with 

imports from China that may receive 

hidden subsidies. 

 Certainly, the RCEP nations and India 

will have to try and meet halfway. 

 This is the reality when it comes to 

market access demands and some 

safeguards against Chinese imports. 

 On the former, at least, there appears to be some hope of a compromise. 

What is the contention now? 

 There are apparently divisions within the Indian government on how to proceed. 

 The commerce ministry has been generally sceptical about trade agreements in recent years. 

 Nevertheless, it is willing at least to examine the possibilities being opened up by the suggestions coming in 

from the RCEP nations. 

 But the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) is apparently firm against India coming to any agreement with 

them. 

 Again, there are good reasons for the foreign ministry’s concerns as well. 

 Some would view India joining the RCEP as ceding ground to a Beijing-led trading order. 

 The RCEP was, in this view, a counterweight to the US-led Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). 

 Although the US dropped out of the TPP, India choosing to join the RCEP might still be seen as a signal. 

 Given the state of relations with Beijing at the moment, the MEA might well feel that this is not the time to 

make any such concession. 

What is the way forward? 

 In the end, India’s larger interests must be allowed to prevail when it comes to economic policy. 

 In the wake of the weakness of the WTO and the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic, the global trading 

regime is faced with disruption. 

 Given this, India must seek at all costs to find a way to embed itself in global supply chains. 

 For this, the RCEP seems to be the only option at present conditions. 

 There is a view that free-trade agreements signed over the last decade and more had not helped India. 

 But that is not the fault of the agreement; it is the delay in bringing in competitiveness-enhancing reform 

that is to blame. 

 The government has in any case made it clear that such reform is now on the agenda. 

 Opening up to trade with the RCEP nations will introduce further pressure to increase competitiveness. 

 This will also be a clear signal that the “self-reliance” agenda currently being discussed is more about 

increasing domestic productive capacity. 

 In all, India cannot afford to miss the opportunity on manufacturing exports at this last moment offer that 

has been provided. 
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 The government should settle its internal differences and revisit the possibility of joining the RCEP. 

  

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment Ordinance), 2020 

Why in News? 

 The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment Ordinance), 2020 has come into force and is effective 

from June 5, 2020.  

 The ordinance inserting Section 10A in the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016 has opened itself up 

to a legal challenge. 

What is the government's rationale? 

 The COVID-19-led lockdown has caused much disruption to businesses. 

 This may lead to default on debts pushing such companies into insolvency. 

 Therefore, it was felt that suspending Sections 7, 9 and 10 of the IBC would be the right course of action. 

What are the key amendments? 

The Ordinance provides for two amendments: 

 the introduction of a Section 10A, suspending initiation of proceedings under the Code 

 the introduction of Section 66(3) suspending the application of wrongful trading provisions under 

the Code when Section 10A is applicable 

 The IBC provides for initiation of corporate insolvency resolution process (CIRP) of a corporate debtor. 

 Section 10A provides that no such application for CIRP initiation under Sections 7, 9 and 10 of the IBC could 

be filed, for any default arising on or after 25th March 2020. 

 This will be applicable for a period of 6 months or such further period, not exceeding one year from this 

period, as may be notified. 

 The suspension period is thus from March 25 to September 25, 2020 unless extended for another 6 months, 

in which case it would be till March 25, 2021. 

 Section 10A shall not apply to any default committed under the said Sections before March 25. 

What is the concern now? 

 In clear terms, Section 10A prevents an application from being filed for initiation of a CIRP occurring during 

the suspension period. 

 But the proviso (attached condition) to the section states that no application for CIRP shall ever be 

filed against a corporate debtor for any default occurring during the suspension period. 

 While the main Section 10A suspends such applications for a limited period, the proviso enlarges the scope. 

 The proviso provides complete amnesty under the IBC for 'any default occurring during such period'. 

 The role of a proviso in a statute is to restrict the application of the main provision under exceptional 

circumstances. 

 However, the proviso here expands the substantive provision in the main section. 

 Further, if the main provision is unclear, a proviso may be given to explain its true meaning. 

 In this case, the main provision appears clear, and the proviso is disputable. 

 The proviso therefore does not appear to be legally tenable. 

 Creditors can still approach courts, and banks/Financial Institutions can still approach Debt Recovery 

Tribunals. 
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 So the protection given by this proviso seems illusory. 

 Also, Section 10A suspends provisions of Section 10 of the IBC that enables voluntary insolvency resolution. 

 This is difficult to understand because such voluntary insolvency resolution should have been made easier 

for companies now facing distress. 

 Also, the ordinance appears to consider every default occurring during the suspension period to be a 

consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 There could be cases where defaults were imminent due to other reasons as well. 

 Now all these will also enjoy the protection offered. 

What could have been done? 

 The ordinance should have protected only such defaults which occur as a direct consequence of the 

pandemic or the lockdown. 

 It should have left this determination to the National Company Law Tribunal. 

 Also, a company defaulting on its payment obligations on March 24 (a day before the lockdown started) 

would not be provided any relief. 

 But a company defaulting on or immediately after March 25 due to similar reasons will get relief. 

 In the absence of definition of a COVID-19 default, the suspension of IBC becomes arbitrary. 

  

IMF Forecast on Global Economy 

Why in news? 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) estimates the global economy to contract by -4.9% in 2020. 

How the Indian economy could be revamped? 

 As for the Indian economy, growth has been decelerating for the past eight quarters. 

 The recently announced economic package provides near-term liquidity support and long-pending structural 

reforms. 

 As the economy begins to reopen, there is a need to aid demand recovery. 

 For aggregate demand to increase, at least one of the components of GDP needs to expand. 

 Growth in the Indian economy has been dominated by consumption, investments, government 

expenditure and net exports. 

 However, consumption and investment demand have been subdued for the past few quarters, dragging 

down overall growth. 

How are the demands subdued? 

 Consumption demand - The Non-Banking Financial Company sector suffered from funding crunches. 

 This led to a further squeeze in credit supply, thereby affecting consumption demand. 

 Moreover, the industry-wide job/pay-cuts with a growing uncertainty over the future may limit spending to 

non-discretionary items. 

 Investment demand - Broad-based utilization levels dropped to 68.6% in Q3FY20. 

 This is well below the 75% benchmark for new capacity addition, implying suboptimal levels of fresh 

investments. 

 A higher investments is essential for sustainable economic growth. 
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 The deteriorating economic scenario and increasing levels of debt with rating downgrades for industries may 

aggravate the existing problems. 

 Export demand - India’s limited share in global trade along with a battered domestic and global outlook 

provides little room for exports to contribute towards growth. 

Where should the push come from? 

 There is limited room for consumption, trade or investments to expand significantly. 

 Therefore, the positive push required to aid a demand recovery has to come through the government. 

 However, with sparse resources that India has, it must deploy funds that yield a higher return. 

 One key area that can provide the necessary support is infrastructure investment. 

How will infrastructure investment help? 

 A study by S&P Global estimates 1% of GDP spend on infrastructure can boost real growth by 2% while 

creating 1.3 million direct jobs. 

 Historically, countries have used infrastructure to provide counter-cyclical support to the economy. 

 Notably, infrastructure has strong links to growth. 

 With both supply and demand-side features, infrastructure helps generate employment and long-term 

assets. 

 For India, front-loading key projects with greater visibility from the National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) 

could aid in a quicker recovery. 

How could India do this? 

 India has several institutions for infrastructure development purposes. 

 They are India Infrastructure Finance Company Ltd (IIFCL), Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC), 

National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF), etc. 

 These institutions should be restructured into one large development institution. 

 This could help reduce inefficiencies and allow for greater advantage. 

 Floating special infrastructure bonds through this organisation to accelerate the funding of the NIP could aid 

a speedier recovery. 

 

                                              India and World 

G11 Grouping 

Why in news? 

United States President Donald Trump has proposed for a “G11” Summit. 

What is G11? 

 G11 will be the expansion of the G7 grouping. 

 G7 or Group of Seven is an intergovernmental economic organization. 

 It consists of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States.] 

 G11 will include G7 countries, India, Australia, South Korea, and Russia. 

 It is being widely perceived as an “anti-Chinese” platform. 
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Why was G11 initiated? 

Outdated - Mr Trump cancelled the G7 summit, originally scheduled for June at Camp David, on account of the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 

 He has declared this 45-year-old organisation “outdated” because he didn’t feel it “properly represents the 

world”. 

 This is a valid assertion, given the realignments of global economic power over the past half-century. 

Global realignments - The United Kingdom’s position after Brexit will weaken its already declining global heft. 

 Italy has slipped behind India in terms of gross domestic product (GDP). 

 But the exclusion of China, the world’s second-largest economy, has raised questions about Trump’s 

intentions. 

What is the question for India? 

 The big question for India is whether, if this invitation is issued, should be accepted, given its own current 

strained relations with China. 

 On balance, the answer should be yes, both in terms of serving, 

1. India’s own geo-strategic interests and 

2. Within the dynamics of the immediate and long-term India-China relationship. 

 China’s exclusion, however, should not stop India’s acceptance. 

How will India benefit? 

 A forum like G11 offering an opportunity for an exchange of views on issues that are important to India can 

be of considerable value. 

 In particular, it may offer an occasion to discuss with some of the world’s most important leaders the impact 

of Covid-19 on the global economy. 

 It will help lay down the contours of a coordinated response. 

How will China view India’s acceptance? 

 The question of India’s acceptance of any such invitation may be perceived as provoking China at a time 

when it is making aggressive inroads into Indian Territory. 

 This move, in turn, is seen as partial retaliation for the Indian government’s closer embrace of a US 

establishment, which has been increasingly hostile to China. 

 On the contrary, it is precisely because of these developments that the India should be receptive to G11 

invitation. 

What should India do? 

 India would have the virtue of transmitting the message that no other country can dictate India’s foreign 

policy. 

 Being seen to be intimidated by China’s military muscle-flexing in Sikkim and Ladakh leaves India open to 

pressure from China to exclude deeper partnerships with Japan or Australia. 

 Both Japan and Australia, together with the US, are part of the 13-year-old Quadrilateral Security Dialogue. 

 In addition, India is involved in groupings that exclude China, such as the Indian Ocean Rim Association for 

Regional Cooperation (IORA). 
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 So accepting potential G11 membership should not be seen as a precedent-setting move. 

 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) 

 QSD is a closed group consisting of India, Australia, Japan & USA. 

 It was initiated by Japan in 2007. 

 It perceives this forum as a coalition of maritime democracies. 

 Securing a rules-based global order, liberal trading system and freedom of navigation are believed to the 
guiding principles. 

 

 

 
Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 

 IORA is an international organisation consisting of 22 coastal states bordering the Indian Ocean. 

 It is formerly known as the Indian Ocean Rim Initiative and Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional 
Cooperation (IOR-ARC). 

 It is a regional forum bringing together representatives of Government, Business and Academia, for 
promoting co-operation and closer interaction among them. 

 It is based on the principles of Open Regionalism for strengthening Economic Cooperation particularly on 
Trade Facilitation and Investment, Promotion as well as Social Development of the region. 

 The Coordinating Secretariat of IORA is located at Ebene, Mauritius. 
 
 

 

Violation of Armistice Agreement: UNC 

Why in News? 

Both North and South Korea recently violated the armistice agreement that governs their shared border, according 

to a probe by the United Nations Command (UNC). 

What is armistice agreement? 

 This armistice signed on July 27, 1953, formally 

ended the war in Korea. North and South Korea 

remain separate and occupy almost the same 

territory they had when the war began. 

 The Korean War, which began on June 25, 1950, 

when the North Koreans invaded South Korea, 

officially ended on July 27, 1953. 

 The Korean Armistice Agreement is somewhat 

exceptional in that it is purely a military 

document—no nation is a signatory to the 

agreement. 

 

Key Provisions of the Armistice Agreement: 

 suspended open hostilities 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/violation-of-armistice-agreement-unc
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 withdrew all military forces and equipment from a 4,000-meter-wide zone, establishing the Demilitarized 

Zone as a buffer between the forces 

 prevented both sides from entering the air, ground, or sea areas under control of the other 

 arranged release and repatriation of prisoners of war and displaced persons 

 established the Military Armistice Commission (MAC) and other agencies to discuss any violations and to 

ensure adherence to the truce terms 

Demilitarized Zone (DMZ): 

 Stretching 150 miles along the 38th parallel, the 2.5-mile-wide Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) was established 

in 1953 as a buffer zone between the warring communist north and capitalist south. 

 Today, the DMZ proliferates in popular culture as one of the most heavily fortified borders in the world and a 

living vestige of the Cold War era—it’s also a tourist attraction. 

A brief history of North and South Korea: 

 North and South Korea have been divided for more than 70 years, ever since the Korean Peninsula became 

an unexpected casualty of the escalating Cold War between two rival superpowers: the Soviet Union and the 

United States. 

 In 1945, at the conclusion of World War II, the United States and Soviet Union partitioned the peninsula at 

the 38th parallel with little regard to the sentiments of the Korean people. 

 Arbitrarily divided by ideologically opposed, interloping regimes, tensions between the North and South 

soon escalated into the three-year Korean War that ravaged the population. 

 On July 27, 1953, the DMZ was established as part of ceasefire negotiated between UN and communist 

forces. A peace treaty was never signed. 

About UNC: 

 The UNC is commanded by an American general. 

 It oversees affairs in the heavily fortified Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) between the two Koreas, which remain 
technically at war. 

 

 

Racial Unrest in the U.S 

Why in news? 

The United States is witnessing widespread protests against the recent death of George Floyd, a black man, by the 

action of police. 

What led to the protests? 

 Floyd, an unarmed black man, died in the hands of Minneapolis police. 

 Derek Chauvin, the police officer filmed kneeling on Floyd’s neck, was arrested soon after. 

 He was charged with murder and manslaughter. 

 Demonstrations erupted in cities across the U.S. in response to the death of George Floyd. 

 Another such issue took place in 2014 with the shooting death of a black 18-year-old, Michael Brown, by a 

white police officer in Ferguson, Missouri. 

How prevalent were the protests? 
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 The anger in response to Floyd’s killing descended into rioting and looting in several cities. 

 Protests have erupted in at least 140 cities across the U.S. in the days after Floyd's death. 

 Violence spread overnight despite curfews in several major cities rocked by civil unrest in recent days. 

 The sight of protesters flooding streets fuelled a sense of crisis in the U.S. after weeks of lockdowns due to 

the coronavirus pandemic. 

 The closely packed crowds and many demonstrators not wearing masks sparked fears of a resurgence of 

COVID-19. 

 Police fired rubber bullets and tear gas in many cities. 

 In London too, hundreds of protesters took to Trafalgar Square chanting “no justice, no peace.” 

 A crowd descended on the U.S. Embassy in Berlin too, calling for the police officers to face justice. 

What controversy did Trump trigger? 

 Besides protests, President Donald Trump let himself into the controversy. 

 He triggered a broader debate on censorship of posts by social media platforms. 

 The Twitter masked and attached a caution note to a tweet by Mr. Trump for “glorifying violence”. 

 In the tweet, he had labelled protesters calling for action against police for Floyd’s death “THUGS”. 

 He added, “when the looting starts, the shooting starts.” 

 [This comes as a reference to a threat by a police chief, who in 1967 declared “war” and vowed violent 

revenge on African-Americans in Miami Beach.] 

 This is hardly the first time that the U.S. President has spread messages of hatred. 

 He has said, among other things, that Mexicans were rapists and drug dealers. 

 In early 2017, he banned visitors from certain Muslim-majority countries. 

What does this demand? 

The situation calls for far-reaching legislative reforms on - 

 the use of excessive force by police against minorities 

 punishment for all hate crimes 

 workplace discrimination 

 inhumane treatment of migrants at the border 

Such an agenda, focused on the complete reform of government institutions toward supporting a pluralist ethos is 

crucial now. 

 SPIC MACAY 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Prime Minister of India addressed the SPIC MACAY's International Convention via video conference. 

 He appreciated the new elements in the SPIC MACAY convention this year like nature walk, heritage walk, 

literature and holistic food along with Yoga and Naad Yoga. 

 He also stated that music is strengthening the ideal of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat. 

Key Points 

SPIC MACAY (Society for the Promotion of Indian Classical Music And Culture Amongst Youth) is a non-political, 

nationwide, voluntary movement founded in 1977 by Dr Kiran Seth. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/spic-macay
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 He was awarded the Padma Shri for his contribution to the arts in 2009. 

 It is a participatory student movement registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860. 

 In 2011, it was awarded the Rajiv Gandhi Sadbhavana award in recognition of its contribution to youth 

development. 

 Its intention is to enrich the quality of formal education by increasing awareness about different aspects of 

Indian heritage and inspiring the young mind to imbibe the values embedded in it. 

 It is supported nationally by the Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, and the Ministry 

of Human Resource Development. 

 It has been organising national and international conventions for the last 35 years. 

 Anubhav, a week-long online project, seeks to help youngsters indulge in mystical and diverse 

aspects of Indian art, culture and heritage. It is expected to reduce the stress triggered by Covid-19. 

 The movement has a central executive body in New Delhi and organises its programmes through a 

worldwide network of schools, colleges and educational institutions. 

Rajiv Gandhi Sadbhavana Award 

 In 1992, a year after Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination, the All India Congress Committee (AICC) of the Indian 
National Congress (INC) instituted Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavana award in memory of the former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

 This award is presented every year to those who have devoted their life in understanding and promoting 
social harmony. It constitutes a citation and cash Prize of Rs. 10 Lakh. 

  

 

Modi-Morrison Summit - India-Australia Ties 

Why in news? 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the Australian premier, Scott Morrison recently held a virtual summit. 

What is the significance? 

 India has for long been preoccupied with the perennial challenges in the neighbourhood and the ties with 

the great powers. 

 It has, in the past, missed out on the opportunities for productive partnerships with the middle powers. 

 Few countries have been underestimated in India such as Australia. 

 The recent summit thus is an effort to plug that gap in India’s diplomatic tradition. 

What are Australia's strengths? 

 With a GDP of more than US$1.4 trillion, Australia is the 13th largest economy in the world. 

 This is followed closely behind Russia that stands at $1.6 trillion. 

 Australia is rich in natural resources that India’s growing economy needs. 

 It also has huge reservoirs of strength in higher education, scientific and technological research. 

 In the global diplomatic arena, Australia has a significant place than is believed. 

 Its armed forces, hardened by international combat, are widely respected. 

 Canberra’s intelligence establishment is valued in many parts of the world. 

 Australia has deep economic, political and security connections with the ASEAN. 

 It also has a strategic partnership with one of the leading non-aligned nations, Indonesia. 
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 Canberra has a little “sphere of influence” of its own in the South Pacific (now under threat from Chinese 

penetration). 

How relevant are these for India? 

 All these Australian strengths should be of interest and value to India. 

 India’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, believed Australia is a natural part of Asia. 

 He invited Australia to participate in the Asian Relations Conference in Delhi in 1947, a few months before 

independence. 

 But the rest of the 20th century did not see much cooperation between the two countries. 

How has the relationship been in the last few decades? 

 India's nuclear tests in 1998 have been significant in changing the course of relationship with Australia. 

 The following political differences between Delhi and Canberra complicated the possibilities that the end of 

the Cold War opened up. 

 But since 2000, Canberra has taken consistent political initiative to advance ties with India. 

 It has worked on resolving the nuclear difference and expanding the template of engagement. 

 Notably, there was a gap of nearly three decades between Rajiv Gandhi’s visit to Australia in 1986 and 

Modi’s trip in 2014. 

What are the challenges? 

 It was exactly in that gap of nearly three decades that China transformed its relationship with Australia. 

 Delhi’s temptation to judge nations on the basis of their alignments with other powers stands in contrast to 

Beijing. 

 Beijing always seems to put interests above ideology. 

 China promotes interdependence with a targeted middle power. 

 It then turns it into political influence and tries to weaken its alignment with the rival powers. 

 However, now, India-Australia ties are being renewed with India's new political will to liberate its relations 

from ideological prejudice. 

What are the scopeful areas of cooperation? 

 The Indian diaspora, now estimated at nearly 7,00,000, is the fastest growing in Australia. 

 This has become an unexpected positive factor in the bilateral relations. 

 Besides, there is common membership of many groupings like the G-20, East Asia Summit, IORA, and the 

Quad. 

 This has increased the possibilities for diplomatic cooperation on regional and global issues. 

 The current downturn in the global economy limits the immediate possibilities for realising the full potential 

of commercial relations. 

 But there are a host of emerging issues. 

 Some of them include reforming the WHO, 5G technology, strengthening the international solar alliance, 

building resilience against climate change and disasters. 

 The geopolitical events in the Indo-Pacific have opened up a massive space for consequential security 

cooperation between the two countries. 

 Over the last few years, defence engagement between the two countries has also grown.        

What is the way forward? 
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 With growing Chinese assertiveness and the uncertain US political trajectory, Delhi and Canberra need new 

ways of securing their interests. 

 The scale of the security challenge in the Indo-Pacific demands more than incremental steps. 

 Security establishments must develop strategic coordination in the various sub-regions of the Indo-Pacific 

littoral. 

 Lying at the heart of the Indo-Pacific, Eastern Indian Ocean connects the two oceans, where the two 

countries can initiate a full range of joint activities. 

 These might include maritime domain awareness, development of strategically located islands and marine 

scientific research. 

 The sea lines of communication between the Indian and Pacific oceans run through the Indonesian 

archipelago. 

 There is also a shared political commitment to the Indo-Pacific idea between Delhi, Jakarta and Canberra. 

 Modi and Morrison must thus seek trilateral maritime and naval cooperation with Indonesia. 

 Besides Indonesia, three other powers present themselves as natural partners for India and Australia - Japan, 

France and Britain. 

 Enhanced trilateral engagements at diplomatic and practical maritime level with each of these will go a long 

way in securing geopolitical interests. 

 Notably, Britain wants to return to the oriental seas. 

 In the east, Britain continues to lead the so-called Five Power Defence Arrangement (FDPA) set up back in 

1971, after Britain pulled back most of its forces from the East of Suez. 

 The FPDA brings together the armed forces of the UK, Malaysia, Singapore, Australia and New Zealand. 

 Modi and Morrison must explore the possibilities for engagement between India and the FPDA. 

 In all, building a series of overlapping bilateral and minilateral platforms for regional security cooperation by 

Delhi and Canberra is what is called for now. 

Nepal's New Map - India's Concerns  

Why in news? 

Nepal's Oli government has passed the constitutional amendment ratifying a change in its map which includes India's 

territories in Uttarakhand’s Pithoragarh district. 

What is the dispute over? 

 The new map includes Lipulekh, Kalapani and Limpiyadhura, territories that India controls. 

 The territorial dispute stems from the fact that Nepal claims the land to the east of river Kali, which forms 

its western border. 

 As per Kathmandu’s 

understanding, the river 

originates from 

Limpiyadhura in the 

higher Himalayas. 

 It is thus said to give Nepal 

access to a triangular-

shaped land defined by 

Limpiyadhura-Lipulekh 

and Kalapani. 
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 India opposes the notion and says the origin of the river is much further down (to the east), which reduces 

Nepal’s territorial demand. 

 

What is the recent trigger? 

 While the issue is an old one, it resurfaced in 2019.  

 In 2019, New Delhi published new political maps to reflect some changes. 

 This was following the decision on 5 August 2019 to reorganise the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 Nepal objected to this depiction of disputed territory. 

How are the responses? 

 In 2000 and 2014, India and Nepal agreed to hold talks about Kalapani and Susta, without much success. 

 [Susta is a disputed village near Bihar on which both India and Nepal stake a claim.] 

 Matters became worse when India’s Defence Minister inaugurated a surfaced road over the Kalapani 

territory. 

 When Nepal protested, Indian Army Chief, General Naravane, suggested it was at the “behest” of China. 

 Lack of diplomatic manoeuvring to allow a step back from the tensions is primarily widening the rift. 

 New Delhi contends that it was willing to discuss matters “at a mutually convenient date.” 

 Kathmandu says that India's Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has rejected two dates suggested by Nepal's 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

 It is said that India had routinely dismissed requests from the Nepal Ambassador for a meet with the Foreign 

Secretary. 

 The MEA said Kalapani talks could wait until both countries had dealt with the coronavirus pandemic first. 

 This further enraged the Oli government in Nepal. 

 For India, the timing with India-China border stand-off further adds to the belief that Oli is backed by Beijing. 

How does the future look? 

 Regardless of the accusations on who is more responsible for the downslide in ties, Nepal's quick move on 

the amendment leaves little space for diplomacy now. 

 The fact that the vote was unanimous implies the futility on India's part to portray Mr. Oli alone as wholly 

responsible. 

 The Indian government has in the past not hesitated to take tough measures. 

 E.g. the 2015 blockade that severely affected land-locked Nepal 

 The Oli government seeks to build its legacy by overturning what it calls “unequal” agreements made by the 

earlier monarchy. 

 It could thus reverse old commitments on open and unsecured border posts. 

 In turn, it could cause a security nightmare for India if Nepal opens up other parts of their long boundary. 

 Both sides moved quickly to manage the recent fallout of border firing by Nepali police on a group of 

Indians that left one dead. 

 The same readiness is needed now to manage the fallout of the recent amendment vote. 

 Both sides should cooperate to preserve the once celebrated “special” relationship between India and 

Nepal. 

Russia-India-China (RIC) Trilateral Meeting 

Why in news? 
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Russian Foreign Minister is hosting the Russia-India-China (RIC) trilateral foreign ministers’ meeting. 

What are the events planned? 

 RIC trilateral meeting will be the first opportunity for Indian External Affairs & Chinese Foreign Minister for

face-time with each other over video conference.

 Moscow is also hosting defence ministers of both the countries to attend the Victory Day parade.

 Earlier too, the Russian officials discussed with Indians about regional security, including developments on

the Line of Actual Control.

 While India and China have not been talking to each other, the outreach to Moscow is noteworthy.

How has the Sino-Russian relationship fared? 

 Russia and China have had a rocky start to their relationship, after Mao Zedong founded the People’s

Republic of China.

 When Mao made his first official visit to Moscow in 1949, he was made to wait for weeks for a meeting with

the Soviet leader.

 There was Sino-Soviet split in 1961, due to ideological differences resulting in competition for control of the

worldwide Communist movement.

 During the Cold War, China and the USSR were rivals after the.

 There was a serious possibility of a major war in the early 1960s.

 There was even a brief border war took place in 1969.

 This enmity began to reduce following Mao’s death in 1976.

 But relations were not very good until the Soviet Union’s fall in 1991.

How did the Sino-Russian bonding begin? 

 In the post-Cold War era, China was Russia’s biggest trading partner and the largest Asian investor in

Russia.

 China saw Russia as a powerhouse of raw material and a growing market for its consumer goods.

 The harsh sanctions in 2014 towards Russia after the annexation of Crimea brought Moscow much closer

to China.

 A Sino-Russian quasi-alliance has formed due to the anti-Chinese rhetoric from US, collapse of oil prices

and growing dependence of Russia on Chinese consumption.

 Western analysts see this as a “friendship of convenience” between two countries.

 India believes that the approach of Western countries, especially that of the US towards Russia and China,

has brought them even closer.

How cordial is the actual relationship? 

 Beijing and Moscow do not always see eye to eye with each other on several issue.

 China does not recognise Crimea as part of Russia.

 Russia takes a neutral stance on China’s claims in the South China Sea.

How is the Indo-Russia relationship? 

 India has a historical relationship with Russia, which has grown in some areas and atrophied in some

others.

 60 to 70 % of India’s defence supplies are from Russia.

 India also needs a regular and reliable supply of spare parts from the Russian defence industry.
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 Russia’s position during the 1962 war was not particularly supportive of India. 

 However, India takes comfort in Russia’s support during the 1971 war. 

 Even on the recent events in Galwan, Moscow responded in a very calibrated manner last week. 

What is the scope of the meet? 

 Russian Foreign Minister had said that the agenda does not involve discussing issues that relate to bilateral 

relations of the countries. 

 However, India decided to reach out to Russia since it believes Moscow has leverage and influence to 

shape and change Beijing’s hard stance on border issue. 

  

India-Pakistan 

Why in News? 

 The Indian government has decided to reduce the staff strength at both High Commissions by half. 

 With recent incidents, the ties between India and Pakistan seem strained beyond immediate repair. 

What led to this decision? 

 India, followed by Pakistan, has decided to halve the strength of diplomatic missions in each other’s capital. 

 The government’s decision follows the recent ill-treatment and torture of Indian personnel posted in 

Islamabad. 

 This came as a clear violation of the personnel's diplomatic rights. 

 Pakistan’s contention was that the two men arrested were carrying fake currency. 

 But it is more likely the action was a response to arrests and the expulsion of two Pakistani High 

Commission officials from India. 

 They were accused of espionage in May 2020. 

 New Delhi also accused Pakistan High Commission officials of maintaining “links to terror organisations.” 

How serious are these decisions? 

 Expulsions of diplomats are common between countries as inimical to each other as India and Pakistan are. 

 But, in this case, this is the first time such a measure has been taken since 2001. 

 Back in 2001, the following were the triggers to diplomats' expulsions - 

 the Parliament attack in December 2001 

 the largest military mobilisation of the time along the India-Pakistan border, Operation Parakram 

 Eventually, there was a thaw in ties between the two countries. 

 The then Indian PM Atal Behari Vajpayee made a visit to Pakistan for the SAARC summit in 2004. 

 So, the move was reversed and diplomats were gradually taken back to a full strength of over a 100 in each 

High Commission. 

 On the other hand, the latest decision follows not one event, but a general downslide in relations in the past 

year. 

What are the recent disturbing developments? 

Some of the contentious events in the recent period include - 

 the Pulwama attack in February 2019 

 the Balakot air strike 
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 the August 5, 2019 decision to amend Article 370 of the Constitution and reorganise Jammu 

and Kashmir 

 With these, India and Pakistan have snapped all trading ties. 

 They also downgraded missions (without High Commissioners) and shut down most diplomatic activities. 

 India and Pakistan have had no talks since 2015, when PM Modi visited Lahore, and the External Affairs 

Ministers met a few months later. 

 All sporting and cultural exchanges are at an end. 

 Also, visas are rarely granted, apart from the rare exception being made for the Kartarpur 

corridor inaugurated in 2019. 

 The relations are strained in every angle from the LoC to practically every multilateral forum India and 

Pakistan are a part of. 

 Islamabad and New Delhi are unable to find common cause even on non-contentious issues such as - 

 cooperating on the coronavirus pandemic as a part of the SAARC grouping 

 collaborating against the recent locust invasion that affected the region 

How does the future look? 

 The decision to reduce mission strengths may not impact the working relations between India and Pakistan 

at present. 

 However, it is a sign that the relations between the two neighbours have taken a worse turn. 

 Also, the future does not augur well for a change, particularly as India-China tensions occupy New Delhi’s 

concerns and focus. 

Pakistan and FATF 

Why in news? 

The Financial Action Task Force has granted Pakistan on its watch list a 3-month extension to fulfil its 27-point 

action plan. 

What is FATF? 

 The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is headquartered in Paris. 

 It was set up in 1989 by the G7 countries. 

 Objective - FATF acts as an international watchdog on issues of money laundering and financing of terrorism. 

 It is empowered to curtail financing of UN-designated terrorist groups. 

 It is to limit the concerned countries from sourcing financial flows internationally and thereby constraining 

them economically. 

 Members - FATF has 39 members, which comprise 37 member jurisdictions and 2 regional organisations. 

 India became a full member in 2010. 

What situation is Pakistan facing? 

 The 3-month extension was given by the FATF in view of the pandemic. 

 In June 2018, Pakistan was placed on the grey list. 

 It was given time until October 2019 to complete a 27-point action plan on countering terror finance and 

anti-money laundering. 

 Failing that, it would be put on the black list of high-risk jurisdictions facing severe financial sanctions. 

 Pakistan has only completed about 14 points so far. 
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 However, it will have had at least one extra year to meet its deadlines. 

What are the remaining deadlines? 

 To improve the mechanisms for curbing terror financing. 

 To amend laws to curb ‘Hawala’ transactions and placing sanctions against cash couriers who facilitate terror 

groups. 

 To complete the prosecution of groups banned by the UNSC. 

 To convert the madrassas run by these groups into formal schools. 

 Each item demands more accountability by Pakistan on terror groups. 

What does a US report say? 

 In a U.S. report on terrorism, Pakistan remains a “safe haven” for most UN proscribed groups. 

 The report also adds that its steps to prosecute certain leaders of JeM and LeT are inadequate. 

 In 2019, Pakistan has pursued indictments against LeT leaders, but not on serious charges. 

 Even, Pakistan has convicted the 26/11 mastermind Hafiz Saeed only for being part of a banned terrorist 

outfit and for having illegal property. 

 Pakistan’s failed attempt to have the UNSC designate four Indians as terrorists, speaks to its lack of 

credibility on the issue. 

What is Pakistan doing to achieve the 27-points plan? 

 Pakistan is facilitating the Afghanistan peace deal by pushing Taliban leaders to participate in it. 

 It does this in order to mitigate its troubles at the FATF. 

 Eventually, given the rigorous FATF action plan, Pakistan would realise that only clear actions would free it 

from the FATF commitments. 

                                               

                                      Environment 

Scorpion Fish: Scorpaenopsis neglecta 

Why in News? 

Recently, Researchers at the Central Marine Fisheries 

Research Institute (CMFRI) have found a rare fish 

(Scorpionfish) from Sethukarai coast in the Gulf of 

Mannar. 

 This for the first time the particular species 

is discovered alive in Indian waters. 

 It has been deposited in the National Marine 

Biodiversity Museum of the CMFRI. 

More about Scorpionfish: 

 The band-tail scorpionfish (Scorpaenospsis neglecta) is camouflaged within the seagrass meadows.  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/scorpion-fish-scorpaenopsis-neglecta
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 It is a rare marine species well-known for its stinging venomous spines and ability to change colour and 

blend with its surrounding environment to escape from predators. 

 The fish is called Scorpionfish because its spines contain neurotoxic venom that can be extremely painful to 

an individual and eating this fish would lead to death. 

 It is the first time that this particular species has been found alive in the Indian waters. 

Gulf of Mannar- 
 It is a shallow bay forming part of the Laccadive Sea in the Indian Ocean. It lies between the west coast of Sri Lanka 
and the southeastern tip of India, in the Coromandel Coast region. The chain of low islands and reefs known as 
Ramsethu also called Adam’s Bridge, which includes Mannar Island, separates the Gulf of Mannar from Palk Bay, 
which lies to the north between Sri Lanka and India. 
 

 

Cyclone Nisarga 

Why in News? 

Recently, the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) declared a red alert in Mumbai for the first cyclone 

named Nisarga that has formed near the city on the Arabian Sea in a long time. 

 At its strongest, Nisarga would be associated with wind speeds in the range 95-105 km per hour.  

What is Cyclone? 

 A “Cyclone” is an intense vortex/low pressure centre or a whirl/circulation in the atmosphere with very 

strong winds circulating around the low-pressure vortex.  

 This circulation of the cyclone is in an anti-clockwise direction in the Northern Hemisphere and in 

a clockwise direction in the Southern Hemisphere due to the effect of Coriolis Force.  

 Cyclones gain their energy from the heat and moisture generated from warm ocean surfaces. 

 The strength of the cyclones is measured by the wind speeds they generate. 

Key points of Cyclone: 

 Cyclones are low-pressure areas in which the pressure increases outwards from the centre. 

 The proportion of the pressure drop in the centre and the rate at which the pressure increases outwards 

provides the cyclones intensity and the strength of winds. 

 They originate and intensify over warm tropical oceans. 

 Cyclones are broad of two types: Tropical cyclone and Temperate cyclone.  The Tropical Cyclones are among 

the most destructive phenomena. 

Tropical cyclones: 

 It is a system of low pressure occurring in tropical latitudes over warm seas in pre and post-monsoon 

season.  

 They are known with different names across the globe, Cyclones in the Indian Ocean, Hurricanes in 

the Atlantic, Typhoons in the Western Pacific and the South China Sea, Willy-willies in Western Australia.  

 In Indian Ocean Region the Bay of Bengal side experiences more number of cyclones and severe cyclones.  

 The life cycle of a tropical cyclone can last from a few days to as long as three weeks. This depends on the 

heat energy gathered from its source the ocean 
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 A tropical cyclone generates winds that exceed 119 km (74 miles) per hour, while super cyclones have 

wind speeds that cross 220km per hour. 

Extratropical cyclone or Temperate cyclone: 

 Extra-tropical cyclone, also called wave cyclone or mid-latitude cyclone, a type of storm system formed in 

middle or high latitudes, in regions of large horizontal temperature variations called frontal zones.  

 These generally form due to the mixing of cold air front from high latitude and warm air front from low 

latitudes, giving it the name Frontal cyclone. 

 Extratropical cyclones are capable of producing anything from cloudiness and mild showers to heavy gales, 

thunderstorms, blizzards, and tornadoes. 

 Extratropical cyclones present a contrast to the more violent cyclones or hurricanes of the tropics, which 

form in regions of relatively uniform temperatures.  

 These are generally formed over land and are less disastrous in nature. Sometimes these transfer into 

tropical cyclones as they move over warm seas. 

 Favourable conditions for the formation of cyclones: 

 A large and calm sea surface with a temperature higher than 27° C. 

 Presence of the Coriolis force and a distance from the Equator is necessary. 

 Small differences in the vertical wind speed. 

 A pre-existing weak- low-pressure area or low-level-cyclonic circulation 

 Upper divergence above the sea level system.  

 Presence of anticyclonic circulation at the height of 9 to 15km above the surface. 

 Why Naming of the cyclone is important?  

 According to the India Meteorological Department or the Met department (IMD), the practice of naming 

storms (tropical cyclones) began years ago in order to help in the quick identification of storms in warning 

messages because names are presumed to be far easier to remember than numbers and technical terms.  

 The naming of cyclones traces its origin to cyclones for Atlantic Region cyclones which were done for 

identification, data collection, study and early warnings of cyclones in that region.  

 After the super cyclone of 1999, a need was felt for naming in the Indian Ocean Region too.  

Naming  procedure of Tropical cyclone in the Indian Ocean Region( IOR):  

 The Regional Specialized Meteorological Centre (RSMC) of Tropical Cyclones in New Delhi is the agency 

responsible for naming cyclones in IOR.  

 Since 2004 on the initiative of India Maldives, Myanmar, Oman, and Thailand started the process of giving 

the name to cyclonic storms. Later on other countries like Bangladesh, Srilanka, Pakistan and Oman also 

joined the panel. 

 All countries contributed a set of names which are assigned sequentially on the basis of the first Alphabet 

of the member country. 

 The Panel member’s names are listed alphabetically country wise, starting with Bangladesh followed by 

India, Maldives and so on. 

 As soon as the cyclone reaches into any area in the ambit of these 8 countries, the predefined name is given 

to this cyclone. 

 Some recent cyclones according to the naming list are Fani, Vayu,  Bulbul, Pawan, Amphan. 
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Difference between Cyclone formed in the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea: 

 Cyclones formed in the Bay of Bengal side of the north Indian Ocean are more frequent and stronger than

those on the Arabian Seaside. Meteorologists suggest the relatively cold waters of the Arabian Sea

discourage the kind of very strong cyclones that are formed on the Bay of Bengal side; Odisha and Andhra

Pradesh face the brunt of these cycle ones every year

 Last year, however, was slightly unusual as the Arabian Sea saw the most frequent and intense cyclonic

activity in more than 100 years, according to Indian Meteorological Department. Five cyclones originated in

the area in 2019  Vayu, Hikka, Kyarr, Maha and Pavan when normally only one or two are formed.

Assam Gas Leak 

Why in news? 

Recently, a gas leak has occurred at Baghjan well in Tinsukia district of Assam following a blowout. 

 The Baghjan well is a purely gas-producing well in Tinsukia district, and is at an aerial distance of 900 metres

from the Dibru-Saikhowa National Park.

 It has been drilled by Oil India Limited (OIL) since 2006.

 Natural gas is a mix of propane, methane, propylene and other gases.

Why do blowouts happen? 

 Sometimes, the pressure balance in a well may be disturbed leading to ‘kicks’ or changes in pressure.

 If these are not controlled in time, the ‘kicks’ can turn into a sudden, uncontrolled release of gas/oil or

blowout.

 The possible reasons behind blowouts include simple lack of attention, poor workmanship, bad

maintenance, old age, sabotage, morpho-tectonic factors, etc.

 A device called a blowout preventer is usually installed in wells.

Why was there a blowout at Baghjan? 

 The gas well at Baghjan was being serviced, and a new sand was being tested at another depth in the same

well.

 The existing well-head (the exposed top portion) was also being repaired.

 For repairing the well-head, the well was temporarily killed or the producing zone was shut down.

 The blowout preventer was also removed.

 But suddenly, gas started to ooze out of the exposed well.

 Before anyone could do anything, it broke through our cement barrier.

 The inquiry is going on regarding how and why it happened, how the gas came out of the ‘killed zone’.

Why is it so difficult to control? 

The control of a blowout depends on two things: 

 The size of the reservoir and

 The pressure at which the gas/oil is flowing out.

 This reservoir was particularly difficult to control since it was a gas well and ran the risk of catching fire at

any point.

 While many blowouts automatically collapse on their own, it can take up to months.
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 To control a blowout, the first step is to pump in water, so that the gas does not catch fire. 

What is being done? 

 A crisis management team from OIL and ONGC intend to create a water umbrella to protect workers while 

they hook up the blowout preventer. 

 For that, a temporary reservoir, channel cables or temporary pipelines have to be built from the Dangori 

river nearby. 

 With very limited space and non-availability of open space above the well head, placement of the BOP is a 

huge challenge and entails a huge risk. 

 It is planned to place the BOP on the well head through a hydraulically driven mechanical transporter. 

 Drilling mud will have to be pumped in immediately after capping the well by the BOP. 

 OIL has reached out to Singapore-based firm Alert Disaster Control. 

How serious is the impact to the neighbourhood? 

 As many as 1,610 families with 2,500-3,000 people have been evacuated to relief camps. 

 There are reports of deaths of a river dolphin, and a variety of fish. 

 While the administration has kept an ambulance with paramedical staff on standby, locals have complained 

of symptoms like headache, etc. 

 The gas (a mix of propane, methane, propylene and other gases) is flowing with the wind, towards the 

northeast. 

 That is a radius up to 5 km and condensate is mostly falling on bamboo, tea gardens, banana trees and betel 

nut trees. 

 Since the gas is moving through the air, the condensate is falling into Dibru-Saikhowa National Park too. 

 Also close is the Maguri-Motapung wetland —an Important Bird Area notified by the Bombay Natural 

History Society. 

 The park is famous for its birds, butterflies, wild cats, and feral horses. 

The impact is visible in the sense that one can see, 

 Traces of condensate on the water bodies, 

 The numbers of birds have decreased, not because they have been killed but because they have flown away. 

  

Genetically Modified Seeds 

Why in news? 

The farmers’ union Shetkari Sanghatana (Maharashtra) announced fresh plans in its agitation for use of genetically 

modified seeds. 

What are GM seeds? 

 Conventional plant breeding involves crossing species of the same genus to provide the offspring with the 

desired traits of both parents. 

 Genetic engineering aims to transcend the genus barrier by introducing an alien gene in the seeds to get the 

desired effects. 

 The alien gene could be from a plant, an animal or even a soil bacterium. 
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What are the GM crops in India? 

 Bt cotton - It is the only GM crop that is allowed in India.

 It has two alien genes from the soil bacterium Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) that allows the crop to develop a

protein toxic to the pest pink bollworm.

 Ht Bt cotton - It is derived with the insertion of an additional gene, from another soil bacterium.

 This allows the plant to resist the common herbicide glyphosate.

 Bt brinjal - In this, a gene allows the plant to resist attacks of fruit and shoot borer.

 DMH-11 mustard - It was developed in University of Delhi.

 In this, genetic modification allows cross-pollination in a crop that self-pollinates in nature.

 Globally, GM variants of maize, canola and soya bean are available.

What is the legal position of GM crops in India? 

 In India, the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) is the apex body that allows for commercial

release of GM crops.

 In 2002, the GEAC had allowed the commercial release of Bt cotton.

 More than 95% of the country’s cotton area has since then come under Bt cotton.

 Use of the unapproved GM variant can attract a jail term of 5 years and fine of Rs 1 lakh under the

Environmental Protection Act, 1989.

Why are farmers rooting for GM crops? 

 Cotton - In the case of cotton, farmers cite the high cost of weeding.

 This cost goes down considerably if they grow Ht Bt cotton and use glyphosate against weeds.

 Brinjal - Brinjal growers in Haryana have rooted for Bt brinjal.

 This is because it reduces the cost of production by cutting down on the use of pesticides.

What is the problem? 

 Unauthorised crops are widely used.

 Of the 4-4.5 crore packets (each weighing 400 g) of cotton sold in the country, 50 lakh are of the unapproved

Ht Bt cotton.

 Haryana has reported farmers growing Bt brinjal in pockets which had caused a major agitation there.

 Environmentalists argue that the long-lasting effect of GM crops is yet to be studied and thus they should

not be released commercially.

 Genetic modification brings about changes that can be harmful to humans in the long run.

Pangolin Protection 

 Why in news? 

China accorded pangolin the highest level of protection and removed its scales from its list of approved traditional 

medicines. 

What is China’s latest decision? 

 The Chinese State Forestry and Grassland Administration had issued a notice upgrading its protection of

pangolins.

 It has also banned all commercial trade of the endangered mammal.
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 The move came about after the 2020 edition of the “Chinese Pharmacopoeia” excluded traditional 

medicines made from four species. 

 This 2020 edition also listed alternatives sourced from species which are not endangered. 

What does Covid-19 have to do with China’s decision? 

 Back in February 2020, the reports linking the transmission of the virus to wet markets in Wuhan had 

emerged. 

 So, China banned the consumption of wild animals, including pangolins, in an attempt to limit the risk of 

diseases being transmitted from animals to humans. 

 Before its latest decision, China has removed health insurance cover to Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) 

recipes with pangolin products. 

 Also, pangolin meat is considered a delicacy in China and Vietnam. 

 Their scales, which are made of keratin are believed to improve lactation, are considered to promote blood 

circulation, and remove blood stasis. 

 These so-called health benefits are so far unproven. 

 The mere suspicion of unproven link between pangolins and Covid-19 has increased public discussion on 

health risks from human-wildlife interactions. 

 These discussions have raised awareness of the exploitation of pangolins. 

What makes pangolins the most trafficked animals in the world? 

 Eight species of pangolins, the scaly insectivorous creatures, are distributed across Asia and Africa. 

 They have long been hunted for their meat and scales, which indigenous tribes in central and eastern India 

are also known to have worn as rings. 

 Two of these species are found in 15 states in India, although their numbers are yet to be completely 

documented. 

 The creatures are strictly nocturnal, repelling predators by curling up into scaly spheres upon being 

alarmed. 

 The same defence mechanism however, makes them slow and easy to catch once spotted. 

 They do not occur in large numbers and their shy nature makes encounters with humans rare. 

 Their alleged health benefits in TCM prompted a booming illicit export of scales from Africa over the past 

decade. 

 Conservation of pangolins received its first shot in the arm when the 2017 Convention on International Trade 

in Endangered Species (CITES) enforced an international trade ban. 

Are the animals trafficked from India as well? 

 Law enforcement authorities in India have made seizures of pangolin scales from 2012 onward. 

 Once the demand for pangolins in China is known, indigenous tribes in India supply it to customers through 

middlemen in Bhutan and Nepal. 

 Once Pangolins are caught, killed and skinned, the exchange of scales typically takes place at Siliguri (West 

Bengal) or Moreh (Manipur). 

 Poachers use only trains and buses to avoid detection, and carry as much as 30 kg of scales at a time. 

 TRAFFIC study 2018 found that 5,772 pangolins had been detected by law enforcement agencies in India 

between 2009 and 2017. 

 The Madhya Pradesh Police’s Special Task Force is the leader in tracking pangolin poachers and traffickers. 

 It was formed in 2014 specifically to crack down the illicit export of the endangered creatures. 
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 Given the fluctuating demand for scales, the price ranges between Rs 30,000 and Rs 1 crore for a single 

animal. 

How will China’s decision impact pangolin trafficking? 

 Some experts say that the immediate impact would be pangolin scales losing their legitimacy in TCM. 

 However, some say that the history of the ban of wildlife trade in China is not encouraging. 

 There is a continued availability of tiger bone wine — believed to have health benefits — despite its ban on 

tiger products in 1993. 

 The price of the elephant ivory plummeted by two-thirds after China banned it. 

 The same trend would apply to pangolin scales. 

 India, where the trade largely remains local, has been registering a decline from before China’s ban. 

 This decrease is attributed to the border closures, shifts in law enforcement priorities, or decreased 

reporting on wildlife seizures. 

 This decrease may also be credited the decline to the disappearance of public transport due to the national 

lockdown.  

 

                                 Science and Techonology & Health  

Draft Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Rules, 2020 

Why in News? 

The Centre has notified draft rules prohibiting “carriage of payload” as well as “dropping of articles” by unmanned 

aerial vehicles. 

Key Highlights: 

 The draft rules by the Centre come 18 months after it mandated that drone owners will have to get their 

equipment registered with the DGCA and allowed their use within the visual range. 

 Recently, the DGCA permitted food startups like Zomato and Swiggy to conduct trials for drones beyond the 

visual line of sight (BVLOS).  

 A DGCA official explained that trials for these 13 companies could take up to six months to conclude. Each of 

these companies will then submit a report to the DGCA, which will then examine the feasibility of remote 

operations of drones. 

What is BVLOS and why is it important for the drone industry? 

 Countries around the world are amending their drone policies so that they can allow unmanned aerial 

vehicles (UAVs) to fly Beyond Visual Line of Sight for maximum efficiency.  

 Unlike VLOS flights, which are operated within the pilot’s line of sight, BVLOS flights are flown beyond the 

visual range. BVLOS capabilities enable a drone to cover far greater distances. 

 Drones have become ideal in inaccessible situations because of their capabilities for Vertical Takeoff and 

Landing Capability (VTOL), and Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS.  

Benefits of BVLOS 

 BVLOS allows a drone to collect more data in fewer deployments.  
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 Along with it deploying a drone for BVLOS cost less than several traditional methods such as manned 

helicopters and airplanes.  

 The lower altitude of drone flight makes them ideal for high-resolution data collection.  

 In many cases, drones prevent humans from being placed in a dangerous situation, either removing them 

from an aircraft or a hazardous area outside VLOS. 

Concerns: The main concern is uncontrolled flying that puts lives and vital infrastructure in danger. The agency must 

be assured that drones sharing the sky with airplanes will not result in midair collisions, and that the risk of damage 

to people and property on the ground is mitigated. 

About the unmanned Aircraft System Rules, 2020: The Ministry of Civil Aviation notified the draft rules, for 

importing, manufacturing and owning drones as well as for drone ports, or airports for drones. It has invited 

comments from stakeholders within 30 days, following which the rules will be finalised. 

Registration 

 No payload: It states that no unmanned aircraft shall carry any payload, unless specified by the Director 

General of DGCA.  

 No droppings: Neither shall a person “drop or project or cause or permit to be dropped or projected from a 

UAS (unmanned aircraft system) in motion anything,” except when specified. 

Permission for trials: A separate set of rules which will enable use of drones for e-commerce or delivering medical 

supplies may take at least a year as regulatory clearances are slow and tardy. 

Need to align drone policy 

 The Drone Ecosystem Policy Roadmap highlights a proactive stand by our policy makers towards adopting 

latest uses and in attempting to address frontier issues that are likely to emerge.  

 Seven key highlights from the policy roadmap include: beyond Visual Line of Sight Operations (BVLOS); 

autonomous operations; no permission no takeoff (NPNT); drone corridors; insurance; drone ports, digital 

sky service providers and UAS traffic management. 

The learnings from emergency responses across the world to Covid-19 will enable us to revisit the policy roadmap 

and introduce a few changes for faster adoption of drone technology by government agencies providing emergency 

services. 

National Drone Policy, 2018(Ministry of Civil Aviation) 

The new policy defines what will be classified as remotely piloted aircraft(RPA), how they can be flown and the 
restrictions they will have to operate under. 

What are drones? 

 The DGCA has defined RPA as an unmanned aircraft piloted from a remote pilot station.  

 The remotely piloted aircraft, its associated remote pilot station(s), command and control links and any 

other components forms a Remotely Piloted Aircraft System (RPAS).  

 Also, as per the civil aviation requirements(CAR) – issued under the provisions of the Aircraft Rules, 1937 – 

these RPAs will need a Unique Identification Number (UIN), Unmanned Aircraft Operator Permit (UAOP) 
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and need to adhere to other operational requirements. 

Classification by DGCA: 

 Nano : Less than or equal to 250 grams. 

 Micro : From 250 grams to 2kg. 

 Small : From 2kg to 25kg. 

 Medium : From 25kg to 150kg. 

 Large : Greater than 150kg. 

Import clearance: All drones, other than in the nano category, shall apply to DGCA for import clearance and based 

on that Directorate General of Foreign Trade  shall issue license for import of RPAS. 

Unmanned Aircraft Operator Permit (UAOP): 

Operators of civil drones will need to get a permit from the DGCA. There are exceptions for: 

 Nano RPA operating below 50 feet (15 m) in uncontrolled airspace / enclosed premises. 

 Micro RPA operating below 200 feet (60 m) in uncontrolled airspace / enclosed premises – but will need to 

inform local police 24 hours prior. 

 RPA owned and operated by NTRO, ARC and Central Intelligence Agencies but after intimating local police. 

The DGCA has to issue the UAOP within seven working days provided all the documents are complete.  

This UAOP shall be valid for five years and not transferable. The policy also stipulates that RPAs shall be flown only 

by someone over 18 years of age, having passed 10th exam in English, and undergone ground/ practical training as 

approved by DGCA. 

How can drones be operated in India? 

 The basic operating procedure will restrict drone flights to the daytime only and that too within “Visual 

Line of Sight (VLOS)”. This applies to all categories.  

 Also, along with other SOPs, the DGCA has clarified that no remote pilot can operate more than one RPA at 

any time. Plus, manned aircraft will also get priority.  

 There can’t be any human or animal payloads, or anything hazardous.  

 It cannot in any manner cause danger to people or property.  

 An insurance will be mandatory to cover third-party damage. 

Restrictions in place for drones in India: 

 RPAs cannot be flown within 5km of the perimeters of the airports in Mumbai, Delhi, Chennai, Kolkata, 

Bengaluru and Hyderabad and within 3km from the perimeter of any other airport. 

 It cannot fly within “permanent or temporary Prohibited, Restricted and Danger Areas” and within 25km 

from international border which includes the Line of Control (LoC), Line of Actual Control (LAC) and Actual 

Ground Position Line (AGPL). 

 It cannot fly beyond 500 m into sea from the coast line and within 3 km from the perimeter of military 

installations. 

 It also cannot fly within a 5 km radius of the Vijay Chowk in Delhi, within 2 km from the perimeter of 

strategic locations/ vital installations notified by the Ministry of Home Affairs and within 3 km from the 

radius of State Secretariat Complexes. 
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 It also cannot be operated from a mobile platform such as a moving vehicle, ship or aircraft. 

 Eco-sensitive zones around National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries are off-limits without prior permission. 

Violations will be acted on under relevant sections of the IPC and the Aircraft Act 1934. 

Concerns: 

 High costs: Though the current regulations make it legal for non-governmental agencies, organisations and 

individuals to use UAVs, the high costs put them beyond the reach of NGOs and rural communities. 

 Too many permissions: To deploy drones at present, government agencies like the fire department, police 

and NDMA need to take permission from the DGCA and AAI 24 hours in advance under the no permission no 

take-off (NPNT) regulation. 

 Long list of non-permitted activities: For instance,functional drone-based delivery is not allowed, because it 

requires the operator to conduct Beyond Visual Line of Site(BVLOS) operations and for the drone itself to 

release payloads while in flight, which is not permitted. 

 Lacking monitoring mechanism: While the new drone policy establishes an intricate system of application 

and approval procedures, it is lacking when it comes to thorough monitoring of drones.  

 Exemptions to small drones: It also ignores the implications of free movement of smaller drones, which 

have been exempted from many of the regulatory procedures. 

Drone Policy 2.0: The Ministry of Civil Aviation has constituted a task-force to give  recommendation on the Drone 

Policy 2.0. Drone 2.0 framework for RPAS are expected to include 

 Regulatory architecture for autonomous flying. 

 Delivery via drones. 

 Beyond visual line of sight (BVLOS) flights. 

Homoeopathic Drug Arsenicum album - Covid-19 

Why in News? 

 The Ministry of AYUSH listed a homoeopathic drug, Arsenicum album 30 among prophylactic (preventive) 

medicine against Covid-19. 

 On several states recommending it, concerns are being raised from various circles. 

What is Arsenicum album? 

 Arsenicum album is considered to correct inflammation in body. 

 It takes care of diarrhoea, cough and cold. 

 It is used commonly by homeopaths to treat anxiety, restlessness, cold, ulcerations, burning pains, etc. 

 Arsenicum album is made by heating arsenic with distilled water. 

 The process is repeated several times over 3 days. 

 Arsenicum album is taken in powder form or as a tablet. 

 A small bottle with one course costs Rs 20-30. 

What was the recommendation made? 

 In January 2020, the Scientific Advisory Board of the Central Council for Research in Homoeopathy (CCRH) 

opined on the drug. 

 Accordingly, Arsenicum album 30 could be taken as prophylactic medicine against Coronavirus infections. 
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 The CCRH released a fact sheet stating this medicine is only a “possible prevention” against flu. 

 Soon, the AYUSH Ministry recommended taking the medicine for 3 days on an empty stomach. 

 The dose is advised to be repeated after a month if COVID-19 outbreak continues locally. 

 Recently, the Ministry released another notification with “preventive and prophylactic simple remedies” 

against Covid-19-like illness. 

 Among them, it listed Arsenicum album 30 as a homeopathic solution. 

 Homeopathy has reportedly been used for prevention during the epidemic of cholera, Spanish influenza, 

yellow fever, scarlet fever, diphtheria, typhoid, etc. 

How prevalent is its use now? 

 Arsenicum album 30 has been recommended by some state governments. 

 These include Rajasthan, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. 

 The Maharashtra government is yet to take a formal decision. 

 But the Mumbai civic authorities have been distributing the drug to high-risk populations in at least two 

wards. 

 The Haryana prisons department and Mumbai police too are also distributing the drug to prisoners and 

officers respectively. 

 Even in states that have no protocol for using the drug against Covid-19, people are reportedly getting to 

homeopathic clinics to buy the drug. 

 Even local chemists have started stocking this medicine. 

 The Central Drug Standard Control Organisation recently issued a notification in this regard. 

 It allowed private practitioners to try alternative remedies like Ayurveda and homoeopathy to treat Covid-

19. 

What are the concerns? 

 It is said that Arsenicum album has less than 1% arsenic. 

 But the health hazards of arsenic contamination in water are well known. 

 Long-term exposure to the metal can cause skin cancer, pulmonary and cardiovascular diseases. 

 There is no scientific evidence that the drug works against Covid-19. 

 The Ayush Ministry has based its recommendation on existing use of the medicine for respiratory illness 

and influenza. 

 Several homeopaths themselves point out that each individual reacts differently to homeopathic medicines. 

 Certainly, one medicine cannot be universally held as a prophylactic for all; it can only be a part of the 

treatment, if at all. 

 Maharashtra - The Maharashtra government has set up a task-force in this regard. 

 This is to evaluate the homoeopathic drug and decide whether it should be used against Covid-19. 

 The members however remain undecided yet. 

 But, Maharashtra is allowing the drug’s use as an immunity booster, like vitamin C tablets. 

 It was not encouraging it as a prophylactic. 

 There is no scientific evidence that it works as prophylactic, and it is not being encouraged universally for 

everyone. 

Is it rightful to use an untested drug? 

 A recommendation made by an expert committee in the WHO during the 2014 Ebola outbreak is worth 

mentioning here. 
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 It said that it was 'ethical' to offer unproven interventions with as yet unknown efficacy and adverse 

effects, as potential preventive treatment. 

 This was keeping in view that no vaccine or anti-virals were available. 

 But the WHO has no guidelines on using Arsenicum album as a Covid-19 treatment either. 

 Notably, the ICMR too has not issued any guidelines regarding the medicine. 

 In all, the AYUSH Ministry could have conducted trials to assess the efficacy of the drug before 

recommending it. 

 

                                                                   Defence 

 Peacefully Resolving a Standoff 

Why in News? 

Current standoff between India and China in Ladakh Requires a well calibrated Approach in the line of previous 

such peaceful resolution of Standoff’s.  

 In 2014, a standoff between the Indian and Chinese armies in Ladakh was resolved peacefully 

through military and diplomatic talks. 

 As is happening now, the talks at the military level were held in Ladakh while the diplomatic 

discussion took place in Beijing. 

How issues are solved generally? 

 Only minor issues like the behaviour of patrols and conduct of banner drills can be resolved by local 

military commanders. 

 When it develops into a major issue, resolution can only happen at the diplomatic level. 

 This was seen at Doklam Standoff in 2017. 

What was the 2014 crisis? 

 The crisis erupted in a dramatic fashion in September 2014, during Chinese President’s visit to Ahmedabad 

with Indian Prime Minister. 

 More than thousand Chinese soldiers began pushing their way into Indian Territory in Chumar. 

Where is Chumar? 

 Chumar is the southern-most portion of Ladakh’s boundary with Tibet. 

 Like most other places on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Ladakh, Chumar is marked by rugged mountains 

at an altitude of around 16,000 to 18,000 feet, with low temperatures and harsh icy winds. 

 It is one of those areas, where India has a road right up to the LAC. 

What is the problem for the Chinese? 

 There is a sharp cut across a big nala (rivulet) marked on the map as 30R — a sudden relative height of 30 

metres. 

 On the other side of the nala is the Chinese road. 

 However, the sharp cutting does not allow their soldiers to come in vehicles up to their “perception” of the 

LAC, which lies further to the north of the Indian LAC. 
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How did the problem escalate? 

 The Chinese soldiers come up to 30R in vehicles, then dismount and patrol either on horses or on foot.

 This provides Indian soldiers enough warning time to stop their patrols and force them to return after the

banner drill.

 This had led to an increase in Chinese transgressions in the area in 2013 and 2014.

 As tensions mounted, in the second week of September, the Chinese started digging the area of 30R to make

a road.

 The local Indian company commander reacted promptly, physically stopping the Chinese and it escalated the

crisis.

 The Chinese came in large numbers to an area to the west of Chumar, and by the time Chinese President

landed in India, the faceoff had spread along a 10-km frontage of the LAC.

 That was the year, when India had decided to bring one brigade from the reserve division to Ladakh for an

exercise during summers.

 This allowed India to stage those troops forward to Chumar quickly.

What was the ground situation? 

 At its peak, there were more than 2,500 Indian soldiers deployed against 1,500 Chinese troops.

 Around 800 of these soldiers from each side locked in a faceoff.

 The Chinese realised that the road could no longer be built.

 So, negotiations started at the battalion and brigade commanders-level.

What were the Chinese demands? 

 Chinese demands included India stopping the construction of a living shelter for soldiers in Chumar, and a

water channel being made in Demchok.

 These were just excuses given by the Chinese.

 But, they were keen on removing the tactical disadvantage of their patrols not being able to come deeper by

vehicles.

 Within a few days of negotiations between local military commanders, the Army decided this had to be

resolved at the diplomatic level.

How the 2014 crisis was solved? 

 Diplomatic talks in Beijing were led by Indian ambassador Ashok Kantha with the India insisting on

restoration of status quo ante in the area.

 The Chinese agreed to stop the construction of their road across 30R.

 The local military commanders agreed to a moratorium on patrolling by both sides in the disputed area for a

few weeks.

 The two armies withdrew over the next two weeks.

 The living shelter for Indian soldiers stayed in Chumar.

 The unofficial moratorium on patrolling by both armies in Chumar continued for a couple of years.

Darbuk-Shyokh-Daulat Beg Oldie Road 

Why in News? 
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The Darbuk-Shyok-Daulat Beg Oldie (DSDBO) road has been in the making for around two decades and is expected 

to be completed by 2020. 

Key Points 

 The 255-km road from Darbuk traverses at an altitude of 14,000 feet and reaches Shyok, the last Indian 

village in the region. 

 This road joins Leh to the 

Karakoram Pass, which divides 

Ladakh from China’s Xinjiang 

province. 

 Between Shyok and Karakoram 

Pass lies Daulat Beg Oldie (DBO), 

a plateau at an altitude of over 

16,000 feet and the location of an 

Advanced Landing Ground (ALG) 

used by the air force to drop 

supplies. 

 DBO is 

India’s northernmost 

corner, which in army 

parlance is called Sub-

Sector North. 

What is the current situation? 

 Large numbers of Chinese troops had massed along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and had 

come a little further than they used to earlier. 

 The Chinese build-up along the Galwan River valley region overlooks, and hence poses a direct 

threat to the Darbuk-Shyokh-Daulat Beg Oldie (DSDBO) road. 

 The token mutual de-escalation of the two armies is expected to be completed over an extended 

period. 

 The withdrawals are subject to reciprocal endorsement. 

Where is DSDBO road? 

 It is a 255-km long “all-weather” road, running almost parallel to the LAC at Aksai Chin. 

 The 37 prefabricated military truss bridges along the road are what that makes the DSDBO an all-weather 

road. 

 It meanders through elevations ranging between 13,000 ft and 16,000 ft. 

 It took India’s Border Roads Organisation (BRO) almost two decades to construct this road. 

 In 2019, 500-m-long Bailey Bridge (the world’s highest bridge) was inaugurated on the road. 

 Its strategic importance is that it connects Leh to Daulat Beg Oldie (DBO), virtually at the base of the 

Karakoram Pass that separates China’s Xinjiang Autonomous Region from Ladakh. 

Where is DBO? 

 DBO is the northernmost corner of Indian territory in Ladakh, in the area better known in Army parlance as 

Sub-Sector North. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1591610368_image2.jpg
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 DBO has the world’s highest airstrip. 

 This airstrip was originally built during the 1962 war. 

 It was abandoned until 2008, when the Indian Air Force (IAF) revived it as one of its many Advanced 

Landing Grounds (ALGs) along the LAC. 

What is the importance of the DSDBO highway? 

 The DSDBO highway provides the Indian military access to the section of Tibet-Xinjaing highway that passes 

through Aksai Chin. 

 The road runs almost parallel to the LAC in Aksai Chin that China occupied in the 1950s. 

 The DSDBO’s emergence seemingly panicked China. 

 This is evidenced by the 2013 intrusion by the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) of China into the nearby 

Depsang Plains, lasting nearly 3 weeks. 

How is India protecting this region? 

 DBO itself is less than 10 km west of the LAC at Aksai Chin. 

 A military outpost was created in DBO in reaction to China’s occupation of Aksai Chin. 

 It is at present manned by a combination of the Army’s Ladakh Scouts and the paramilitary Indo-Tibetan 

Border Police (ITBP). 

 There are additional strategic considerations in the area. 

 To the west of DBO is the region where China has a boundary with Pakistan in the Gilgit-Baltistan area. 

 This is also the critical region where China is currently constructing the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 

(CPEC) in Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir (PoK), to which India has objected. 

 This is the region where Pakistan ceded over 5,180 sq km of PoK to China in 1963 under a Sino-Pakistan 

Boundary Agreement, contested by India. 

Is there an alternate route? 

 An alternate route exists from Leh to DBO through the 17,500-ft-high Sasser Pass. 

 [Sasser Pass was part of ancient Silk Route connecting Leh to Yarkand.] 

 It leads from the Nubra Valley into the Upper Shyok Valley en route to China’s Karakoram Pass. 

 This indicates the strategic interlinking of the entire disputed region between India and China and to a lesser 

extent, Pakistan. 

 For most of the year, Sassar pass is snow-bound and inaccessible. 

 The BRO is currently building a “glaciated road” between Sasoma (north of Leh, near the Nubra river) to 

the Sasser Pass, but it could take several years to complete. 

 But even when it is, the alternate DBDSO will remain critical to the Army and its defences in the region. 

 

Defence News in Short 

 The Indian Air Force (IAF) has designed developed and inducted an Airborne Rescue Pod for Isolated 

Transportation (ARPIT). 

 Warship builder Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd (GRSE) delivered the 'ICGS Kanaklata Barua' 

on 9 June. 

 The Indian Navy has inducted the Deep Submergence Rescue Vehicle (DSRV) Complex to provide rescue 

cover to submarines on the east and west coast of India. 
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 India would be sending a tri-service military contingent to participate in the Russian Victory Day Parade on 

June 24, 2020. 

 A fast track purchase of 21 additional MiG 29 and 12 Sukhoi Su-30 MKI fighter jets with an estimated cost of 

around Rs 6,000 crore is likely to be made, though the delivery of the fighter jets may take a couple of years 

from the date of purchase. 

 Within 10 days of the Galwan Valley Clash, the Armed Forces of India and China are set to take part in the 

75th Victory Anniversary of the Soviet Union over Nazi Germany at the Red Square in Moscow, Russia on 

24th June 2020. 

 Following the violent Galwan valley clash on 15th June 2020 and a six-week-long border standoff with the 

Chinese army, under emergency requirement procurement Rs 500 crore of funds was granted by the 

Government for the Armed Forces. 

 Indian Navy (IN) has inducted indigenously developed Torpedo Decoy System on 26 June 2020. 

 The Central Government has granted special financial powers of Rs 500 crore as emergency funds to armed 

forces for war preparedness amid ongoing border tensions with China. 

                                                       

                                         Himachal Pradesh Current Affairs 

Panchvati Yojana 

Why in News? 

The Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur recently launched the Panchvati Yojana for senior citizens in 

the rural areas of the state. Around 100 parks are to be developed in the state under the scheme. The scheme aims 

to help the senior citizens spend their leisure time in these gardens and parks. 

Key Features 

 The following are to be achieved by the State Government of Himachal Pradesh under the scheme 

 The Gardens and parks are to be developed along with Swachh Bharat Mission, MGNREGA. At least 1 bigha 

of land is to be used to achieve this. Bigha is a traditional unit used to measure land.  

 The state government is to grow medicinal and ayurvedic plants in the land allocated. Also, recreational 

equipment and walking tracks are to be provided.  

 The park is to have 500 to 1000 metres of concrete trek. The Women SHGs are to be allowed to sell their 

products in the park. 

Measures under the scheme: 

 The scheme is to be implemented with the help of local labourers that will receive wages under MGNREGA. The 

GoI has been boosting MGNREGA scheme by allocating huge funds. This is done to help migrant workers with 

employment. 

GoI to boost Saffron and Heeng Production 

Saffron and Heeng are the most precious and valuable spices in the world. The Institute of Himalyan Bioresource 

Technology has partnered with the Department of Agriculture, Himachal Pradesh will join hands to boost the 

production of Heeng and Saffron in India. 
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Need  

The annual demand of Saffron spice in India is 100 tonnes per year. However, its average production is only 6-7 

tonnes a year. Hence, a large amount of Saffron is being imported. Similarly, there is no production of heeng in the 

country. Around 1200 tonnes of Heeng is imported from Iran, Afghanistan and Uzbekistan. 

What is the plan?  

Currently 2,825 hectares of land in Jammu and Kashmir is under Saffron cultivation. Now, Saffron cultivation is to be 

introduced in Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh as well. 

Plan for Heeng  

Heeng is a perennial plant. It produces oleo-gum resin from its roots after 5 years of plantation. Around 750 

hectares of land are to be covered for heeng plantation. Through the National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources, 

Palampur located institute has introduced 6 accessions of Heeng from Iran. The institute also standardized the 

protocol of production as per Indian conditions. 

Significance  

The partnership is to provide immense benefits to the state of Himachal Pradesh. The partnership is to increase farm 

income, rural development and livelihood promotion. This is to be achieved through transfer of innovations, skill 

development, capacity building. 

Emergency Funds to Armed Forces  

Why in News? 

 Following the violent Galwan valley clash on 15th June 2020 and a six-week-long border standoff with the 

Chinese army, under emergency requirement procurement Rs 500 crore of funds was granted by the 

Government for the Armed Forces. 

 With consultation with the Department of Military Affairs, the Indian Armed Forces will be allowed to make 

a purchase of any weapon under the sanctioned amount. The weapon purchased under the sanctioned 

fund can be a new one that the armed forces feel they would require in case of a war or a weapon that is 

short in inventory. 

Specialised Mountain Forces deployed  

 To safeguard Indian territories from any cross-border aggression from the People’s Liberation Army of China, 

India has deployed its Specialised High Altitude Warfare Forces who are trained in guerrilla warfare and 

fighting along the 3,488 Km Line of Actual Control. 

 The specialized Indian mountain troops are trained on the northern front. These forces go to the frontier 

when the red flag goes up. Over the decades these troops in the Himalayan States of India (Himachal 

Pradesh, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, and Ladakh) have adapted themselves to the rarefied heights by 

developing the required skill sets and capabilities that are essential to have a pin-pointed accuracy for 

mountain fighting. 

World Bank Group Approves USD 500 Million under STARS Program 

Why in News? 
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 On 28th June 2020, the World Bank Group has announced that a loan of USD 500 million (approx Rs 3700 

crore) was approved by its Board of Executives on 24th June 2020 for improving the quality and governance 

of school education system in India.  

 The loan approved will benefit 10 million teachers and 250 million school students across 1.5 million 

schools in 6 states of India.  

 The loan was approved as a part of the STARS Program. The 6 Indian States are Rajasthan, Odisha, Kerala, 

Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, and Maharashtra. 

About the Loan  

 The loan of USD 500 million will be sanctioned by the lending arm of the World Bank Group-International 

Bank for Reconstruction and Development(IBRD). Including a grace period of 5 years, the loan has a final 

maturity of 14.5 years. 

 With this loan of USD 500 million, the World Bank Group has approved total financial assistance of more 

than USD 3 billion for improving the education system in India to date.  

STARS Program 

 STARS stands for Strengthening Teaching-Learning and Results for States Program. Since 1994 the program 

has helped in establishing a long partnership between India and the World Bank. 

 Through the program, the World Bank Group has provided greater flexibility to the vision of the Indian 

Government to provide ‘Education for All’.  

 The Government of India has made significant strides in its vision over the years as the number of students 

going to school has increased to 248 million from 219 million  between the 2004-05 to 2018-19 period.  

 The program will have a series of reform initiatives that will help in addressing the leaning outcome 

challenges that exist in the educational system in rural parts of the country. 

 

 

 New principle Secretary of the State:- J.C. Sharma  

 Principal Private Secretary Of The State:-  Dr. R. N. Batta 

 

Skill Register to create a sound data base of migrants  

Why in News? 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has launched Skill Register developed by Information Technology Department to 

create a sound data base of migrants, who have entered Himachal Pradesh during the lockdown in the wake of 

Corona pandemic. 

Key Highlights: 

 Interested persons can register through skillregister.hp.gov.in.  

 Various companies and industrial houses can also register their requirements on this portal. 

 This would ensure the uploading of educational qualification, skills and job requirement of the people who 

have returned to the State 

 This would also help in identifying skill available in the State and in analysis of skill upgradation 

requirements. 

http://skillregister.hp.gov.in/
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 This would help the industries in getting information regarding skilled manpower at a click of the button.   

 Registration would be based on unique mobile number and Aadhar number and it would be intimated 

through SMS 

 HP CM ranked best performing CM of the country 

Himachal Academy Shikhar Samman announced for 2017-18 

Literature and special achievements Shikar Samman 2017-         Prof. Keshav Sharma  

Language and Culture Shikar Samman.2017-                               Folk Singer Mohan Rathour  

Sahitya Shikhar  Samman 2018-                                                   Dr. O.C. Handa  

Art and Culture  Shikhar  Samman 2018-                                      Dinesh Kumari 

Himcare scheme registration extended up to 30 June 

Why in News? 

Additional Chief Secretary, Health R.D. Dhiman said here today that the registration under Himcare have been 

extended till 30 June, 2020 from 15 June, due to COVID-19 pandemic. 

Key points: 

 The people of the state were not able to register and now to facilitate those families which failed to make their 

cards under the scheme during the lockdown the government has decided to extend the registration date. 

 The families whose cards have expired on 15 June, 2020 can also renew their cards till June 30, 2020. Those 

families whose cards validity is going to get over after 15 June 2020 can also renew their cards during this period. 

 The beneficiary could register themselves by visiting the departmental website www.hpsbys.in or through Lok 

Mitra Kendras. 

 The required documents need to be uploaded for registration under this scheme and the detail of the document 

is available on the departmental website.  

 Apart from prescribed premium beneficiaries have to pay the premiums from zero rupees to 1000 rupees. 

 

Panchayati Raj department won First prize under e-Panchayat Puraskars-2020 

Why in News? 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has congratulated the state Panchayati Raj department for winning first prize under e-

Panchayat Puraskars-2020. which will be given by the Union Ministry of Panchayati Raj. 

Key Points: 

 Union Ministry of Panchayati Raj has been making efforts to bring in transparency, efficiency and 

accountability in the functioning of Gram Panchayats through use of information and communication 

technology. 

 This award is conferred to those States who have ensured maximum use of information technology for 

monitoring the various works of the panchayats. 

 Himachal Pradesh has been selected for this award for effective implementation of the e-application 

developed by the Central Government and other applications developed by the State Government. 



49 
 

 

Various schemes launched for ensuring welfare of OBC 

Why in News? 

The state government has enhanced the annual income limit to Rs. 8 lakh for identifying the non-creamy layer 

amongst the Other Backward Classes so that maximum number of people of this category could draw benefit of 

various schemes launched by the state government for their welfare. 

Key Points: 

 The government has allocated Rs. 88 crore under the Backward Area Sub-Plan during the current financial 

year. 

 The Backward Classes Finance and Development Corporation has disbursed loans to the tune of Rs 9.72 

crore to about 336 beneficiaries of the OBC categories to start self-employment ventures in small trade, 

agriculture and allied activities and transport etc.  

 The state government was providing study loans up to Rs 10 lakh to students of OBC categories at a low 

interest rate of four percent. For the girl students, the rate of interest has been fixed at 3.5 percent. 

 The state government has launched HIMCARE scheme to provide health insurance cover to the families not 

covered under Ayushman Bharat Yojna launched by the Union Government.  

Dr. Ajai Bhandari  

The Government of Himachal Pradesh,has appointed a retired Indian Administrative Service officer Dr. Ajai 

Bhandari as a member of Himachal Pradesh Human Rights Commission. 

Online Self Certification facility for MSMEs 

Why in News? 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur launched the online Self Certification facility for facilitating Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSME) in the State. This initiative of the State Government for simplification of processes under the 

‘Ease of Doing Business’ would go a long way in providing much needed relief to the entrepreneurs. 

Key Points: 

 This online certification facility would not only save the entrepreneurs from cumbersome procedures, but 

also facilitate in setting up the enterprises at the earliest. 

 Now with this online self certification portal facility, the entrepreneurs would furnish a duly filled in 

“Declaration of Intent” to the Nodal Agency electronically on the portal 

 The nodal agency would grant ‘Acknowledgement Certificate’ in the electronic format to the entrepreneur 

within seven days. 

 There will neither be any inspection of the enterprise nor any required clearance will be sought from  the 

entrepreneur by the concerned departments for three years or till the enterprise starts functioning 

(whichever is earlier) under the Acts viz; The Himachal Pradesh Panchayat Act-1994, The Himachal Pradesh 

Municipal Corporation Act-1994, The Himachal Pradesh Fire Fighting Services Act-1984, The Himachal 

Pradesh Road Side Land Control Act-1968, The Himachal Pradesh Shops and Commercial Establishments Act-

1969, The Himachal Pradesh Societies Registration Act-2006 and The Himachal Pradesh Town and Country 

Planning Act-1977. 
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 The State Government brought an ordinance regarding Self Certification by MSMEs on 6th November, 2019 

and after it was passed in the Winter Session of the State Vidhan Sabha and was notified on 18th January, 

2020 and Rules were framed under the Act on 11th June, 2020. 

                                                                  Sports 

 India skipper Virat Kohli is the only cricketer to feature in Forbes‘ list of the top 100 highest paid athletes in 

the world for the year 2020. 

 Sports Authority of India (SAI), the apex national sports body of India, in association with National Sports 

Federations (NSF) has launched India‘s 1st -ever national-level open online coaching and education 

programme called ―Khelo India e-Pathshala to grassroots players. 

 The Asian Football Confederation confirmed that India will host 2022 Women‘s Asian Cup. 

 The Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) and the Ministry of Sports have collaborated to 

produce a series of special films to promote 10 indigenous sports of India. 

 Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) has banned Gomathi Marimuthu for 4-years after testing positive for banned 

substances. 

 The Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) has banned Former European high jump champion, Alexander 

Shustov for 4-years for the use or attempted use of a banned substance or method (doping). 

 The 33-year-old Ukrainian lightweight boxing champion Oleksandr Gvozdyk also known as The Nail 

announced his retirement. 

 India‘s Gomathi Marimuthu will be stripped off her 2019 Asian Athletics Championships gold medal after 

she was handed a four-year ban by the Athletics Integrity Unit for testing positive for a banned substance. 

 The Ministry of Sports has decided to establish 1,000 Khelo India Centers (KIC) at the district level across the 

country 

 The football club Napoli has won the 2019-20 Coppa Italia cup after defeating Juventus with 4–2 on 

shootout penalties in the final after a goalless draw. 

 India‘s reigning national tennis champion Niki Kaliyanda Poonacha has been elected by the International 

Tennis Federation (ITF) to the ITF World Tennis Tour Player Panels 

 Wrestling legend and WWE whiz ―The Undertaker has announced his retirement from World Wrestling 

Entertainment. 

 Nagaland State Sports Academy at Indira Gandhi Stadium, Kohima has been selected to be established as 

Khelo India State Centre of Excellence, KISCE. 

 Novak Djokovic, the world‘s no.1 tennis player, has tested positive for COVID-19. Djokovic recently took 

part in an exhibition tennis tournament in the Balkans. 

 According to a poll conducted by Wisden India, Rahul Dravid is the greatest Indian Test batsman of all time. 

 The FIFA Women‘s World Cup 2023™ will be hosted by Australia and New Zealand. 

 Indian umpire Nitin Menon has been inducted into International Cricket Council‘s Elite Panel of Umpires 

 The presence of Grandmaster P. Harikrishna is sure to see a major spike in Indian interest in the million-

dollar Magnus Carlsen Chess Tour that continues with the $150,000 Chessable Masters. 

 Former Germany footballer Mario Gomez has announced his retirement from the sport. 

 
                                                          Books & Authors 

 Union Minister of State for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions Dr.Jitendra Singh has launched the e- 

booklet on Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG) achievements for the 

period 30 May 2019 to 30 May 2020. 
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 The Dry Fasting Miracle: From Deprive to Thrive, a book on the benefits of dry fasting diet by the famous

personal lifestyle coach and author, Luke Coutinho and co-authored by a member of UAE‘s Ajman royal

Family, Sheikh Abdulaziz Bin Ali Bin Rashid Al Nuaimi

 Union Minister for Human Resource Development (HRD) Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank virtually launched

an information booklet titled ―Safe online learning in the times of COVID-19 to raise awareness among

students and teachers on staying safe online.

 Writer and Columnist Shobhaa De‘s new collection of stories titled ―Lockdown Liaisons a book reflecting

the impacts of COVID-19 on human lives published by Simon & Schuster India and released on May 30, 2020.

 Historian Dinyar Patel‘s biography of Dadabhai Naoroji, ―Naoroji Pioneer of Indian Nationalism was

published by the Harvard University Press in May 2020.

 Nobel Prize winner(2017) Kazuo Ishiguro(Japan born british author) will release his new novel Klara and the

Sun‘ & will be published by Faber & Faber in the United Kingdom, Alfred A. Knopf in the United States and

Knopf in Canada on March 2, 2021.

 The Penguin Hamish Hamilton released the ―A Burning, debut novel of Megha Majumdar.

Best-selling author and the Director of Nehru Centre, London(since 2019) Amish Tripathi released his fiction book, 

Legend of Suheldev: The King Who Saved India. The book is published by Westland Publications Pvt Ltd. Health 

 Committees 

 The Government of India has constituted Jaya Jaitly Force that will work on the issues of women and child

development.

 Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has reconstituted a new committee for the welfare of the freedom fighters.

 The Lieutenant Governor of Delhi Anil Baijal has formed an Expert Advisory Committee to advise the Delhi

Disaster Management Authority (DDMA).

 The Union Government has constituted a seven-member Empowered Group of Secretaries (EGoS)‘, headed

by Cabinet Secretary, for attracting investments in India.

 The recent massive fire at the Baghjan Oil field, Assam had caused serious environmental damages and led

to migration of 1000s of people in the region.

 The insolvency regulator Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India‘ (IBBI) has reconstituted the Advisory

Committee on Corporate Insolvency Resolution and Liquidation process on 12 June 2020.

 The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has set up a Project Development Cell (PDC) to attract

more investments into the sector and particularly solar energy sector.

 Niti Aayog has formed a panel to develop a job platform for migrant labourers.

 Agreements and MoUs Signed 

 The Tata Sons, holding company of the Tata Group, has entered into an agreement with the Sree Chitra

Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology (SCTIMST), Thiruvananthapuram, for commercial

production of COVID-19 testing kits.

 The Board of BEML (formerly Bharat Earth Movers Limited) in its 362nd meeting has given its approval for

signing a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with MELCO to study and planning for initiating a joint

venture (JV) company between BEML and MELCO.

 Facebook has entered into a global deal with Saregama, one of India‘s oldest and largest music labels, to

license its music for video and other social experiences across Facebook and Instagram.
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 DBS Bank India partnered with Transport Corporation of India Limited (TCIL) to facilitate real time payments 

for truck drivers by DBS RAPID(Real Time Application Program Interface-APIs by DBS) solution to enable 

them to receive payments instantly. 

 Indian PM Modi and the Australian PM Scott Morrison held India‘s first virtual bilateral summit. 

 HCL Technologies (HCL), a leading global technology company, and Google Cloud announced the expansion 

of their strategic partnership to bring HCL‘s software offerings, starting with HCL Commerce, to Google 

Cloud. 

 The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) and Atal Innovation Mission came together to 

promote culture of innovation and entrepreneurship in area of mutual interest. 

 Private sector lender YES Bank has acquired 24.19 percent stake in Dish TV India Ltd, making it the second- 

largest shareholder in the direct-to-home (DTH) company. 

 Private sector lender Yes Bank Limited has acquired a 24.19% stake in Dish TV India Ltd, a company providing 

Direct to Home (DTH) television service in India, following invocation of 44.53 crore pledged shares due to 

default in payment of debt by Dish TV and some other companies. 

 Facebook has announced in April 2020 to acquire 9.9 per cent stake in Jio Platforms, at an investment of USD 

 5.7 billion (Rs 43,574 crore). 

 Abu Dhabi‘s second-largest investor group, Mubadala will invest $1.2 billion ( Rs 9,093.6 crore) in 

 Reliance‘s Jio platforms for a 1.85% stake taking the total investments to Rs 87655.35 crore for a combined 

19% stake in the digital unit. 

 For the cooperation in the Field of Space Situational Awareness(SSA) and Astrophysic, The Indian Space 

Research Organization(ISRO), Bengaluru signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Aryabhatta 

Research institute of Observational Science(ARIES),Nainital. 

 Wipro Limited on Monday announced a collaboration with IBM through which the Bengaluru- 

headquartered company would develop hybrid cloud offerings to help businesses migrate, manage and 

transform mission- critical workloads and applications, with security across public or private cloud and on-

premises IT environments. 

 India and Denmark signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Indo-Denmark Energy Cooperation to 

develop cooperation in the power sector. 

 Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research (JNCASR) has entered into an MoU with Breathe 

Applied Sciences for Conversion of Carbon dioxide to clean fuels such as methanol and other useful 

chemicals on large scale. 

 Tech Mahindra has signed a joint declaration with UN Global Compact and hence joined 155 global 

companies in calling for policies to build resilience against future shocks by supporting the activities targeted 

to hold global temperature rise to within 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels, in order to reach net-zero 

emissions before 2050. 

 Maruti Suzuki India Ltd, the country‘s largest passenger vehicle manufacturer, has collaborated with non- 

banking financial companies (NBFCs) to push sales in the rural areas where demand recovery is expected to 

be quicker than urban areas. 

 National Council Of Educational Research And Training (NCERT) has digitally signed an MoU with Rotary India 

Humanity Foundation under the guidance and support of Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(MHRD). 

 With a view to give thrust to the Skill India initiative, National Fertilizers Limited, NFL, a Central Public Sector 

Enterprise Under Department Of Fertilizers, has started tying up with Industrial Training Institutes located 

near to its plants to train youth in various trades and to enhance the chances of their employability in heavy 

and process industry. 

 National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) has partnered with Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) to 

provide its training partners access to the TCS iON Digital Glass Room. 
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 Tata AutoComp Systems announced that it has tied up with US-based Tellus Power Green to set up electric 

vehicle charging stations in the country. 

 Employees' Provident Fund Organization (EPFO) has partnered with the Common Service Centre to provide 

the facility to submit Digital Jeevan Pramaan for EPS pensioners. 

 Facebook has joined hands with Microsoft, Google, Twitter and 14 other tech giants for a new initiative 

called 

 Project Protect‘ to help combat child sexual abuse and exploitation online. 

 Following the investment of Abu Dhabi‘s Mubadala Investment Company in Reliance‘s Jio Platforms, 

US(United States) private equity company Silver Lake partners announced an investment of Rs 4,546.80 

crore for an additional 0.93 % stake in Jio Platforms, a subsidiary of Asia‘s richest man Mukesh Ambani-

controlled Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL). 

 Infrastructure Leasing & Financial Services Limited (IL&FS) has completed the sale of its 50% stake in Gujarat 

International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City). 

 Bharti Airtel‘s wholly-owned subsidiary, Bharti International (Singapore) Pte. Ltd.,(BISPL) directly and 

through its affiliate entities, has acquired an additional 6.3% stake in Robi Axiata Limited, Bangladesh from 

Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corporation (NTT) Do Communications over the Mobile network(Docomo) 

Inc and its group entities for an undisclosed sum. 

 India joined the Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI or Gee-Pay) as a founding member to 

support responsible and human-centric development and use of Artificial Intelligence (AI). 

 Desperate to restart the economy which has taken a hit by Coronavirus pandemic, the Maharashtra 

Government has signed Memorandum of Undertaking worth 16,000 crore rupees with companies spanning 

various industries, including two Chinese units, under its Magnetic Maharashtra 2.0 initiative. 

 India and Nepal signed a Memorandum of Understanding to improve infrastructure of the Pashupatinath 

temple complex. 

 Maharashtra govt inks MoUs worth Rs 5,000 crore with three Chinese firms 

 Infosys partnered with Amazon and Global Optimism and signed the Climate Pledge, an initiative by Jeff 

Bezos, founder of Amazon and Christiana Figueres, founder of Global Optimism and former United Nations 

Climate chief to become net-zero carbon by 2040, ten years ahead of the Paris Agreement. 

 Beverages major Coca-Cola has partnered with CARE India to provide food and other essentials to 

underprivileged and vulnerable groups as part of its commitment of Rs 100 crore towards various COVID-19 

relief programmes in India. 

 Tata AIA Life Insurance partnered with East Consultancy Services to offer Aadhaar-based paperless offline e- 

Know Your Customer (KYC) service. This tie up helps to service the customer during the COVID-19 pandemic 

crisis. 

 Karnataka Bank in partnership with Universal Sompo General Insurance Company has launched a health 

insurance policy. The policy aims to cover the individuals‘ COVID-19 pandemic related health expenses. 

 The Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with 

Lucknow based financial institution SIDBI- Small Industries Development Bank of India on 19th June 2020. 

 Car market leader Maruti Suzuki India (MSI) has partnered with Karur Vysya Bank to offer simpler and 

flexible financing schemes for new customers. 

 Maruti Suzuki India Ltd (MSIL) has partnered IndusInd Bank for vehicle financing to help spur sales after 

resumption of operations following lockdown relaxations. 

 Jio Platforms and Reliance Industries on June 18 announced an investment of Rs. 11,367 crore by Saudi 

Arabia‘s Public Investment Fund. 

 Facebook Inc. has acquired Mapillary AB, a Swedish mapping technology startup that crowdsources street- 

level imagery to build immersive and up-to-date maps. 
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 The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has approved the acquisition of Metso Oyj‘s (Metso) minerals 

business by Outotec Oyj (Outotec) under Section 31(1) of the Competition Act, 2002. 

 Coal India Limited (CIL) has agreed to partner with Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog to support 

proactively the flagship mission's innovation and entrepreneurship initiatives across the country. 

 Vijay Khanduja has been appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the Republic of Zimbabwe. 

 Dr. Panchanathan is the second Indian-American ever to be nominated to the prestigious science position. 

 World Athletics on June 22 announced that Laurent Boquillet has been appointed as the Head of Global 

Development. 

 The Education Minister of Haryana has announced that the Haryana State Government has signed an 

agreement under the Chief Minister‘s Distance Learning Programme with Reliance Industries Limited‘s 

subsidiary company Jio. 

 Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE) and IBM partners to unveil free Digital Learning 

Platform ―Skills Build Reignite. 

 The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has approved the acquisition of stake in Jio Platforms Limited by 

Jaadhu Holdings LLC. 

 India and Germany held virtual Foreign Secretary level consultations yesterday. Foreign Secretary Harsh 

Vardhan Shringla and State Secretary of the German Federal Foreign Office Miguel Berger discussed bilateral 

cooperation in various areas and exchanged views on regional and global issues of mutual interest. 

 Hyundai Motor India Limited (HMIL) partnered with HDFC Bank to offer industry 1st online auto retail 

financing on its end-to-end online automotive retail platform, Click to Buy‘ to the customers. 

 Government of India, Government of Tamil Nadu and the World Bank signed an agreement to help low- 

income groups in Tamil Nadu State to get access to affordable housing. 

 India and Bhutan signed the first Indo-Bhutan joint venture hydroelectric project on 29 June 2020. 

 

                                                  Ranks and Indices 

 India is poised to emerge as the world‘s largest electronics and mobile manufacturing country. 

 Brand Finance has released its annual Brand Value Report 5000 for the year 2020.It is for the third 

consecutive year that Amazon has retained the title of the world‘s most valuable brand having brand 

valuation of $220,791 million. 

 The World Bank recently launched the Global Economic Prospects Report, 2020. 

 Time Higher Education (THE) released its annual THE Asia University Rankings 2020 on 03 June 2020, which 

lists 489 institutions from 30 countries and regions. Among the Indian institutes, Indian Institute of Science 

(IISc) Bangalore is the best institute. Globally it has been placed at 36th rank. 

 The National Statistical Office launched the Annual Report of Periodic Labour Force Survey. 

 Bollywood Actor Akshay Kumar is the only Indian to feature on Forbes 2020 list of World‘s 100 Highest- Paid 

Celebrities. 

 The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) has shared the data related to details of tiger deaths 

during the eight year period between 2012 and 2019. 

 The Yale University recently released the biennial Environment Performance Index. India scored 168th rank 

out of 180 countries. In 2018, India scored 27.6 out of 100 and secured 177th rank. 

 The Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) has released the State of India‘s Environment, 2020 report. 

 The World Bank in its latest Global Economic Prospect downgraded its projection of growth of India by 9%. 

 The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has released the Annual Report 2019-20. 

 The National Statistical Office recently released the Periodic Labour force Survey. 

 The Bloomberg Billionaires Index is a daily ranking of the world‘s richest people. 
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 India‘s financial capital Mumbai has emerged as the most expensive city in the country for expatriates in 

terms of cost of living, according to Mercer‘s 2020 Cost of Living Survey‘ released on 9 June 2020. 

 Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) on June 7 announced that Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, and 

Maharashtra have topped an index that measured and ranked states ensuring food safety in 2019-20. 

 Indian Institute of Technology, Madras is the best higher education institution in the country, according to 

the National Institutional Ranking Framework released by Human Resource Development Minister Ramesh 

Pokhriyal Nishank today. Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore has bagged the second position and IIT Delhi 

is in the third position. 

 PM Modi on Twitter announced about the increase in population of Asiatic Lions. 

 Three institutions of the Department of Science & Technology (DST), Government of India have found places 

in the Nature Index 2020. 

 The Union Minister of Human Resource Development, Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank‘, virtually released 

 India NIRF Rankings 2020‘ of Institutions of Higher Education on 11 June 2020 in New Delhi. 

 None of the Indian institutions have featured in the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World University Rankings 

2021. 

 India has been ranked 56th out of 200 countries in a comprehensive report on safety and risk assessment of 

nations tackling Covid-19. 

 The International Labour Organization and the UNICEF have released a report on Child Labour. 

 The country's largest carmaker Maruti Suzuki India (MSI) announced said its entry level small car Alto has 

become the best-selling model for the 16th year in a row clocking sale of 1.48 lakh units in 2019-20. 

 The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development released its World Investment Report, 2020. 

According to the report, India is the 9th largest largest recipient of FDI in 2019. 

 

 The Swedish think-tank launched the SIPRI Yearbook, 2020.According to the yearbook, India and China have 

increased their nuclear arsenal as compared to 2019. 

 The Institute of Management Development recently released the World Competitive Index. India ranked 

43rd in the ranking. 

 The Ministry of Earth Science recently released its report Assessment of Climate Change over Indian Region. 

 India was second biggest growth driver of primary energy consumption in the world, according to the 69th 

annual edition of the BP Statistical Review of World Energy, released by BP, one of the world‘s largest energy 

companies. 

 The Ministry of Earth Sciences‘ (MoES) has released the report titled Assessment of Climate Change over the 

Indian Region‘, which is the first ever climate change assessment report for different paarts of India. 

 Mukesh Ambani with a recent soar in net worth has jumped into the exclusive club of the world‘s top 10 

richest people, as per Forbes Real-Time Billionaire list. 

S.No Country/Person Net Worth (In Billions) Company 

1 Jeff Bezos USD 160.1 Amazon 

2 Bill Gates USD 108.7 Microsoft 

3 Bernard Arnault & family USD 103.2 LVMH 

4 Mark Zuckerberg USD 87.9 Facebook 



56 
 

5 Warren Buffet USD 71.4 Berkshire Hathaway 

6 Steve Ballmer USD 68.9 Microsoft 

7 Larry Ellison USD 68.9 Oracle 

8 Amancio Ortega USD 65.8 Zara 

9 Mukesh Ambani USD 64.6 Reliance Industries 

10 Larry Page USD 64.3 Google 

 India becomes 12th Largest Holder of US Government Securities at April 2020 end 

 Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan released the annual TB Report 2020 

through a virtual event on 24 June. 

 Times Higher Education (THE) has released the world‘s young university ranking for the relatively newer 

generation of universities, which are 50 years old or younger. 

 Swiss National Bank (SNB) has released Annual banking statistics, 2019‘. According to the latest SNB data, 

India has moved down three places to 77th rank in terms of money parked by its citizens. 



                                               Summits and Conferences 

 Union Minister for Commerce & Industry and Railways, Piyush Goyal participated in the Digital Summit on 

Exports organized by the Confederation of Indian Industry(CII) through a Video Conference. 

 The think tank of India, NITI Aayog organized convention on agreological and natural farming approaches in 

the country. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi discussed with His Excellency Filipe Jacinto Nyusi, President of Mozambique. 

 The World Health Organization resumed its clinical trials on exploring whether the Hydroxychloroquine 

(HCQ) drug is effective in treating COVID-19. 

 An agreement has been signed between China and Pakistan to implement Kohala Hydroelectric Power 

project in the region of Pakistan Occupied Kashmir. 

 The South African National Space Agency (SANSA) has partnered with National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration(NASA) to host a deep-space ground station to support human spaceflight missions to the 

Moon, Mars and beyond. 

 The United States issued an order yesterday seeking to suspend passenger flights from China from 16 June. 

 PM Modi will hold a virtual bilateral summit with the Australian PM Scott Morrison. This is the first ever 

virtual bilateral summit to be held by India. 

 The Union Minister of Rural Development Shri Narendra Singh Tomar chaired the 21st meeting of the 

Central Employment Guarantee Council. 

 The World Economic Forum announced that it is to host its next summit in Davos under the theme The Great 

Reset. 

 India and China held high-level talks on 6 June. The talk was initiated by India and was held at the Border 

Personnel Meeting Point in Maldo on the Chinese side of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Eastern Ladakh. 

 The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts hosted a four day virtual fair for around 200 Indian Exporters. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi delivered the inaugural address at the 95th annual plenary session of Indian 

Chamber of Commerce (ICC) on June 11, 2020 through video conferencing. 
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 The External Affairs Minister of India Shri S Jai Shankar is to hold a joint virtual conference with his Russian 

and Chinese Counterparts on 22 June 2020. 

 International Workshop on ―Good Governance Practices in a Pandemic for International Civil Servants was 

inaugurated by the Union Minister of State for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, Jitendra Singh. 

 The 45th annual meeting of the United States India Business Council (USIBC) will be marked with the 2020 

India Ideas Summit. 

 Indian officials, including representatives from enforcement agencies, have participated in the 32nd special 

Eurasian Group on Combating Money Laundering and Financing of Terrorism (EAG) plenary meeting 2020, 

under the aegis of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF). 

 The Minister of State (MoS) for Shipping (Independent charge) and Chemicals & Fertilisers Shri Mansukh 

Mandaviya inaugurated India's one the largest first Virtual Healthcare & Hygiene EXPO 2020. 

 India is participating at the Cannes Film Festival 2020.The film festival began with the e-inauguration of the 

Virtual India Pavilion by Union Ministry of Information & Broadcasting Prakash Javadekar. 

 The 36th ASEAN Summit held via teleconference in light of the COVID-19 outbreak. 

 Shri Piyush Goyal, Commerce & Industry Minister and President of NPC Governing Council chaired the 49th 

Governing Council Meeting of National Productivity Council (NPC
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                                                      Appointments 

Name Appointed as Other Info 

RK Chaturvedi Secretary in the Department of 

Chemicals and Petrochemicals, Ministry 

of Chemicals and Fertilizers 

replaced P.Raghavendra Rao 

Pradip Kumar Tripathi Secretary, Ministry of Steel Prior to this, Shri Tripathi has been 

posted as Special Secretary and 

Establishment Officer in Department of 

Personnel and Training (DoPT). 

Adesh Kumar Gupta new Chief of party's Delhi Unit replacing Manoj Tiwari. 

Vishnu Deo Sai Chhattisgarh State President  

S Tikendra Singh Manipur State Chief  

Raveesh Kumar Ambassador of India to Finland. Mr. Kumar , a 1995 batch IFS officer was 

earlier the spokesperson of Ministry of 

External Affairs. 

Sibi George Ambassador of India to the State of 

Kuwait. 

replace K. Jeeva Sagar 

Sushil Kumar Singhal High Commissioner of India to the 

Independent State of Papua New 

Guinea. 

replace Vijay Kumar 

Gaitri I. Kumar High Commissioner of India to the 

United Kingdom. 

replace Ruchi Ghanashyam 

Virendra Nath Datt Chairman and MD of National Fertilizers 

Limited 

 

Ravinder Singh Dhillon Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) 

of Power Finance Corporation 

succeed CMD Rajeev Sharma 

Arun Singhal CEO of Food Regulator FSSAI succeed GSG Ayyangar 
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PR Jaishankar Managing Director of the India 

Infrastructure Finance Company Ltd 

(IIFCL) 

 

Manoj Pande Commander-In-Chief of Andaman & 

Nicobar Command 

 

Anita Kotwani Chief Executive Officer of Carat India  

Mr. Ankur Jain Chief Product Officer of BharatPe  

Uday Kotak President of the Confederation of Indian 

Industry (CII) for the financial year 2020-

21. 

 

Patrick Pichette Chairman of Twitter‘s Board  

Krishnendu Majumdar chairperson of the British Academy of 

Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) 

succeeds Pippa Harris 

Rajeev Topno Senior Advisor to the Executive Director 

(ED) of World Bank 

He was presently serving as the Private 

Secretary to the Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi since 2014 

Brajendra Navnit Ambassador and Permanent 

Representative of India to the World 

Trade Organisation (WTO) 

 

Nethra Goodwill Ambassador of UNADAP  

Hashmat Ali Yatoo MD J&K Handloom and Handicrafts Corp  

Javed Iqbal Wani Judge of the Jammu and Kashmir High 

Court. 

 

Anil Valluri Senior Director for Google Cloud in India.  

R Jeswant CEO of Funskool India  

Rohit Sharma IIFL Finance Brand Abassador  

Rahul Shrivastava Ambassador of India to Romania. replace Thanglura Darlong 



60 
 

Monika Kapil Mohta Ambassador of India to Switzerland replace Sibi George 

B K Manjunath Lakshmi Vilas Bank (LVB) non- executive 

and independent director. 

 

Sonu Sood brand ambassador of Gargo 

International 

 

Bollywood actor Pankaj Tripathi brand ambassador of Bihar Khadi  

Imtaiyazur Rahman CEO of UTI Mutual Fund  

Shambhu S. Kumaran Ambassador of India to the Republic of 

the Philippines. 

will replace Jaideep Mazumdar 

Kaizad Bharucha Re-appointment as HDFC Bank Executive 

Director 

 

D K Jain 1-year extension as BCCI ombudsman  

Volkan Bozkır President of 75th UN General Assembly  

Devendra Kumar Singh new Director of SIDBI succeeding Ram Mohan Mishra 

Dr Sethuraman Panchanathan Director of the National Science 

Foundation(NSF). 

replace France Cordova 

Dr Nirakar Pradhan Professional Risk Managers‘ 

International Association CEO 

 

Vikram Pawah president of BMW Group India  

Vijay Khanduja Ambassador of India to the Republic of 

Zimbabwe. 

replace R. Masakui 

Laurent Boquillet Head of Global Development.  

T. Rabi Sankar Chairman of Indian Financial Technology 

& Allied Services (IFTAS) 

 

Dr N Rajendran Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Indian 

Financial Technology & Allied Services 

(IFTAS) 
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                                                                        Awards 

Name Award 

Rohit Sharma nominated for the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Awards 

Patna based Indian NGO Socio Economic and Educational 

Development Society (SEEDS) 

World No Tobacco Day Award 

Kritika Pandey 2020 Commonwealth short story prize in Asian Region 

Kiran Mazumdar Shaw EY World Entrepreneur of the year 2020 

Rajiv Gandhi International Airport (RGIA), Hyderabad ACI Asia-Pacific Green Airports Platinum Recognition 2020 

Renjith Kumar NASA Distinguished Service Medal 

Javed Akhtar Richard Dawkins Award 2020  

Dr. Rattan Lal 2020 World Food Prize 

Wasim Jaffer head coach of the Uttarakhand cricket 

team 

 

Gaurav Maheshwari CFO – India of Standard Chartered 

Bank 

taken over from Subhradeep Mohanty 

Bollywood actress Priyanka Chopra and 

filmmaker Anurag Kashyap 

ambassadors at TIFF 2020  

Vini Mahajan Punjab‘s first woman chief secretary  

Gudni Johannesson current President of Iceland re-elected 

as the head of the state. 

 

Lazarus Chakwera new President of Malawi.  

Anandiben Patel additional charge as the Governor of 

Madhya Pradesh 

 



62 
 

Shobha Sekhar Medal of the Order of Australia. 

Chef Angad Singh Rana Quality NZ Culinary Cup 2020. 

Deccan Development Society Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation Award. 

IM Vijayan Recommended for Padma Shri 

ZestMoney and Stellapps 2020 Technology Pioneers list released by the World 

Economic Forum (WEF) 

India‘s first solar-powered ferry, Aditya Gustave Trouvé Award 

Amartya Sen 2020 Peace Prize of the German Book Trade 

Himachal Pradesh e-Panchayat Puraskar-2020. 

Godfrey Phillips top 50 India‘s Best Companies to Work For 2020 

Weightlifter K. Sanjita Chanu Arjuna award for 2018. 

Popstar Beyonce BET 2020 Humanitarian Award 

 

                                                                 Important Days and Themes 

Day Celebrated as Theme /Aim 

June 1 Global Day of Parents Theme: Appreciate all parents 

throughout the world‖ 

June 1 World Milk Day Theme: 20th Anniversary of World 

Milk Day‖. 

June 2 International Sex Workers Day  

June 2 Telangana Day  

June 3 World Bicycle Day The day aims to motivate and inspire 

people towards having more 

tolerance, understanding, and 

respect for one another. 

June 4 International Day of Innocent The main aim of celebrating is to 

 Children Victims of Aggression spread the notice about the pain and 
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sufferings faced by the victims as 

children. 

June 5 World Environment Day (WED) The theme for 2020 is Time for 

Nature. 

June 5 World Day Against Speciesism  

June 5 International Day for the Fight Against 

Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 

 

June 6 Russian Language Day  

June 6 World Pest Day  

June 7 World Food Safety day Theme 2020: Food Safety,Everyone‘s 

Business 

June 8 World Oceans Day The theme of UN World Oceans Day 

2020 is Innovation for a Sustainable 

Ocean. 

June 8 World Tumor Day  

June 9 World Accreditation Day  

June 9 Coral Triangle Day  

June 12 World Day Against Child Labour The theme for 2020 is COVID-19  

Protect children from child labour 

now, more than ever. 

June 13 International Albinism Awareness Day The theme of International Albinism 

Awareness Day 2020: Made To 

Shine‘. 

June 14 World Blood Donor Day Theme: Safe Blood Saves Lives 

June 15 World Wind Day  

June 15 World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 

(WEAAD) 

Theme: The theme in 2020 for 

WEAAD is Lifting Up Voices. 

June 16 International Day of Family Remittances theme: Building resilience in times of 
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crisis. 

June 17 World Day to Combat Desertification and 

Drought 

Theme: Food, Feed Fibre-The links 

between consumption and land 

June 18 Sustainable Gastronomy Day 

June 18 Autistic Pride Day 

June 19 International Day for the Elimination of 

Sexual Violence in Conflict 

June 19 National Reading Day 

June 20 World Refugee Day 2020 Theme: Every Action Counts‖ 

June 21 International Yoga Day theme : 'Yoga at Home and Yoga with 

Family'. 

June 21 International Day of the Celebration of 

the Solstice 

June 21 World Music Day The aim of celebrating World Music 

Day is to provide free music to 

everyone, and also to encourage 

amateur musicians to showcase their 

work to the world. 

June 21 World Hydrography Day World Hydrography Day 2020 theme 

is Hydrography enabling autonomous 

technologies. 

June 21 World Humanist Day 

June 23 United Nations Public Service Day 

June 23 International Olympic Day The day is celebrated to ensure that 

people can all still #StayActive in the 

safest way possible despite 

restrictions because of the COVID- 19 

pandemic. 

June 23 International Widows' Day The day aims to address the issue 

that widows and their children face 

in several countries. 
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June 25 Day of the Seafarer. The 2020 campaign for the day: 

Seafarers are Key Workers. 

June 25 World Vitiligo Day  

June 26 International Day Against Drug Abuse 

and Illicit Trafficking 

The theme of International Day 

Against Drug Abuse and Illicit 

Trafficking 2020: Better Knowledge 

for Better Care. 

June 26 International Day in Support of Victims of 

Torture 

 

June 27 Micro, Small and Medium-sized 

Enterprises Day 

 

June 29 National Statistics Day The theme of Statistics Day, 2020 is 

SDG- 3 (Ensure healthy lives and 

promote well-being for all at all ages) 

& SDG- 5 (Achieve gender equality 

and empower all women and girls). 

June 29 International Day of the Tropics  

June 30 International Day of Parliamentarism  

                                                               Obituary 

Name Profession Location 

Bejan Daruwalla Astrologer Gujarat 

Wajid Khan Singer & music composer Uttar Pradesh 

Bobby Joe Morrow American sprinter United states 

Jayantilal Nanoma International Archer Rajasthan 

P Namgyal Politician Jammu & Kashmir 

K. N.Lakshmanan Former Tamil Nadu BJP President Tamil Nadu 

Wes Unseld American professional basketball 

Player 

United states 
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Basu Chatterjee Filmmaker Rajasthan 

Riaz Sheikh Cricketer Pakistan 

Anwar Sagar Lyricist Mumbai, Maharashtra 

Anil Suri Bollywood producer Mumbai, Maharashtra 

Chandrakanta Goyal Senior BJP leader Mumbai, Maharashtra 

Hamza Koya Indian footballer Kerala 

Rupert Hine British Producer and songwriter London 

Ved Marwah former Governor of Mizoram, 

Manipur and Jharkhand 

Peshawar, British India 

Chiranjeevi Sarja Kannada actor Bengaluru, Karnataka 

Arjun Charan Sethi Politician Odisha 

J. Anbazhagan Politician- Tamilnadu Tamilnadu 

Pierre Nkurunziza President of the Republic of Burundi Burundi 

Pritam Singh Former director of Indian Institute of 

Management (IIM) Lucknow 

Uttarakhand 

Jagesh Mukati Television Actor Mumbai, Maharashtra 

A. Vaidyanathan former member of the Planning 

Commission 

 

Anand Mohan Zutshi Gulzar Dehlvi Urdu poet Delhi 

A Balasamy Footballer Tamilnadu 

Vasant Raiji Cricketer Gujarat 

Sushant Singh Rajput Actor Patna, Bihar 

Atul Srivastava Steel Authority of India Limited 

(SAIL) Director 
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Mrs. Surinder Kaur former Head of Publications Division and 

Directorate of Advertising & 

Visual publicity 

 

Matt Poore Cricketer New Zealand 

Madhavrao Patil Former Lok Sabha MP and founder 

of Janalaxmi Cooperative Bank 

Maharashtra 

Heera Singh Rana folk singer Uttarakhand 

Dinu Randive Senior journalist and freedom fighter Maharashtra 

Achyut Kashinath Sinai Usgaonkar Former Goa minister Goa 

Arunkumar Ramniklal Mehta Leading diamantaire Gujarat 

K.R. Sachidanandan Malayalam Film director, 

scriptwriter, and producer 

Kerala 

B P R Vithal Noted economist & member of 10th 

Finance Commission 

Andhra Pradesh 

Rajinder Goel Former Left-arm spinner Haryana 

Vidyaben Shah Padma Shri awardee and a social 

Worker 

Gujarat 

M Ilaiah Yadav Former Indian kabaddi player Telangana 
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Vera Lynn British singer London, UK 

Ahmed Radhi football legend Iraq 

Kirk R. Smith environmental health giant California 

Lachhman Singh Lehl Major General (Retd) Punjab 

K Raghunath basketball star player Karnataka 

Pournima Zanane Indian shooter and coach Maharashtra 

Vishwa Bandhu Gupta Former member of parliament (MP) 

and veteran journalist 

Delhi 

Steve Bing Hollywood producer New York, US 

Joel Schumacher Hollywood Director New York, US 

Tamonash Ghosh Trinamool Congress MLA West Bengal 

Geetha Nagabhushan Kannada writer Karnataka 

 

                                                      States Miscellaneous 

 The Kerala State government has announced the Kerala Fibre Optic Network (K-FON) project will be 

commissioned by December 2020. 

http://himachalpr.gov.in/ImageGallery/News/17553.jpg
http://himachalpr.gov.in/ImageGallery/News/17553.jpg
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 National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has extended Rs 1,050 crore special 

liquidity facility (SLF) to West Bengal (WB) so far in the current fiscal year (FY 21) for the welfare of farmers 

and poor people in the state. 

 Himachal Pradesh State Government has given status of second language to Sanskrit. 

 MP Chief Minister Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan deposited Rs. 145.92 crore towards the amount of 37 days of 

the Mid-Day Meal Scheme for the month of May and June in the bank accounts of 66.27 lakh students 

 Assam State government presented the Annual Action Plan for consideration and approval of the Ministry of 

Jal Shakti. Government of India (GoI) approved Rs.1,407 crore for 2020-21 under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM). 

 Uttar Pradesh has become first state in the country to prepare one lakh beds for COVID-19 patients, with 

each of the 75 districts having dedicated beds for patients in the respective facilities. 

 In Madhya Pradesh, despite the banks opening during the Corona transition period, it is a difficult task to 

move from rural areas to urban area banks. 

 Three more states  Odisha, Sikkim and Mizoram  have joined the One Nation-One Ration Card‘ scheme, 

taking the number of states and union territories which have joined the scheme to 20, 

 The National Association of Software and Services Companies(NASSCOM) announced that it has delivered an 

end-to-end coronavirus tracking platform for Karnataka, called the Karnataka Listening Dashboard for 

COVID-19. 

 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur launched Skill Register developed by Information Technology Department to 

create a sound data base of migrants, who have entered Himachal Pradesh during the lockdown in the wake 

of Corona pandemic. 

 Centre has approved 175 crore rupees for implementation of Jal jeevan mission in Meghalaya during 2020-

21. 

 Centre has approved 812 crore rupees for implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission in Odisha during 2020-21. 

 National Jal Jeevan Mission, Ministry of Jal Shakti has approved the Annual Action Plan of Arunachal Pradesh 

to achieve 100 per cent household tap connections in the state. 

 GoI approved the Annual Action Plan of Puducherry for Financial Year 2020-21. 

 Odisha government ordered a complete weekend shutdown in 11 migration-prone districts in June. 

 In the wake of the COVID-19 situation, the Centre has approved the Tamil Nadu Government‘s proposal to 

extend the tenure of the State Chief Secretary K Shanmugham by three months. 

 Karnataka has extended invitation to major chip manufacturing company Intel to set up it's unit in the state. 

 Under the flagship of the multipurpose Irrigation project; Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project (KLIP), the last 

and vital Markbook pump house was inaugurated on May 29 2020 by the Chief Minister of Telangana K 

Chandrasekhar Rao. 

 The Kerala government led by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayanhas has announced that its ambitious 

broadband project ‗Kerala Fibre Optic Network (K-FON)‘ project, envisaged to provide free internet access 

to the poor, would be rolled out by December 2020. 

 Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, Girish Chandra Murmu has launched a salary tracker mobile app 

MeraVetan (Version-1) for government employees. 

 On this World environment day, Kerala's first 'food forest' is being prepared at tribal belts of Attapady in 

Palakkad district. 

 Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has announced Aatmanirbhar Gujarat package worth 14,000 crore 

rupees. 
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 Uttar Pradesh introduces a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU Monitoring Mechanism to achieve 

efficient implementation of investment proposals by guiding interested investors and to track the signed 

MoUs. 

 The Chief Minister Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan announced that the work to prepare Ekal Nagrik Database‘ 

will be started soon in the state. 

 National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development(NABARD) provided Rs 270 crore Special Liquidity 

Facility(SLF) to Assam Gramin Vikash Bank in the wake of COVID-19 pandemic to support the agricultural 

activities of the farmers. 

 The roads near the border areas are of great importance in the current situation when Indian and Chinese 

armies are confronting each other in the eastern Ladakh region. 

 The Uttarakhand Governor Baby Rani Maurya assented to declare Gairsain as new summer capital. The 

Gairsain is also called Bhararisen. 

 Delhi Government has ordered to set up 24x7 helpdesks in all state-run hospitals to ensure smooth and 

hassle free admission to needy patients. 

 Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC), launched its flagship programme Turant Customs, at 

Bengaluru and Chennai. 

 National Green Tribunal has directed Gujarat based chemical company Yashashvi Rasayan Private Ltd to 

deposit Rs. 25 crore. 

 The Government of India has allocated Rs 1,01,500 crores under the MGNREGA programme in the year 

2020-21 so far. 

 Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), Personnel, 

Public Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh inaugurated the 18th Bench of 

Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) for the Union Territories (UTs) of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh 

through a Video Conference on 8 June. 

 The Tamil Nadu Government has scrapped public examinations for the Tenth Standard this year due to the 

looming Covid-19 situation. 

 Chief Minister of Manipur N. Biren Singh has inaugurated ―Plant Health Clinic at the Directorate of 

Horticulture and Soil Conservation, Imphal. 

 The state cabinet of Odisha has adopted ―Bande Utklala Janani or Glory to mother Utkala as the anthem of 

Odisha through video-conferencing. 

 The West Bengal government on Monday announced a hike in the salary and stipend of junior doctors, 

house staff and interns of state-run hospitals to boost their morale during the crisis of coronavirus outbreak. 

 In an innovative move aimed at helping passengers travel safely during the Covid-19 pandemic, the first 

automated Mask and Sanitizer Dispenser (MSD) machine was commissionedby a Delhi based vendor in the 

East Central Railways. 

 Madhya Pradesh has started a plantation drive named ―Thank Mom on the premises of its Social Justice 

and Disabled Welfare Directorate on World Environment Day. 

 Centre approved Karnataka State government's Annual Action Plan for implementation of Jal Jeevan 

Mission. 

 West Bengal government has received a loan amount of Rs 1950 crore from the World Bank. 

 Government of India approved the Annual Action Plan of Madhya Pradesh for 2020-21. 
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 Kerala government on June 11 has decided to cancel this year‘s Sabarimala annual festival and has 

indefinitely postponed the opening of the hill shrine due to COVID-19. 

 Uttar Pradesh government has prepared an action plan to provide 10 lakh jobs in the next 6 months. 

 Ladakh Lieutenant Governor R K Mathur released the first video on Yoga Asanas in Ladakhi, in Leh. Ahead of 

International Yoga Day on June 21, the National Research Institute for Sowa Rigpa (NRISR), Leh has made a 

video on Yoga Asanas in Ladakhi language. 

 Karnataka government has decided to ban online classes for the students up to 5th standard in the State. 

 Haryana government will construct 1,000 water recharge bores in underground water deficient areas of the 

state to recharge underground water with rainfall. 

 Centre approved Maharashtra's Annual Action Plan for implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission in the State. 

 The Uttarakhand forest department has opened state‘s biggest biodiversity park in Haldwani on 5 June 

2020, on the occasion of World Environment Day, to encourage conservation of flora, especially medicinal 

plants. 

 Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister, YS Jagan Mohan Reddy has launched the Jagananna Chedodu‘ scheme to 

provide financial assistance to tailors, barbers and washermen, who had lost their livelihood due to COVID-

19 pandemic. 

 Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has launched ―Panchvati Yojana for the senior citizens of 

rural areas of the state. 

 In Gujarat, Gujarat Council on Science and Technology GUJCOST has started a unique initiative of Digital 

learning classes for teachers to help them use digital technology in a better way. 

 Hyderabad City Police along with Hyderabad City Security Council (HCSC) has launched a programme called 

―She Triumphs through Respect, Equality, and Empowerment (STREE) to support and empower women 

victims of domestic violence and abuse. 

 Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister, Yogi Adityanath has launched Bal Shramik Vidya Yojana‘ to educate child 

labourers in the state. 

 The Uttar Pradesh Government is to make the TrueNat Machines available in all 75 districts to test COVID- 

19. 

 Madhya Pradesh government gives corona warriors‘ status to Divyang Anganwadi workers. These divyang 

Anganwadi workers are playing an important role in the state during the ongoing Corona crisis. 

 In Uttar Pradesh, the State Government has decided to adopt the scheme of Flatted Factory Model which 

will ensure easy availability of land for industries, and in turn, generate employment also. 

 Odisha became the first State in India to receive prestigious ISO (International Organization for 

Standardization) 9001:2015 certification for its 44 tribal hostels of Keonjhar (32 hostels) and Sambalpur (12 

hostels) districts improving their overall infrastructure and standards under Mission Suvidya. 

 Uttar Pradesh government, under Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath inaugurated Bal Shramik Vidya Yojana 

[Child Labor Education Scheme (BSBY) via video conferencing on June 12, on the occasion of World Day 

Against Child Labour. 

 The Chief Minister of Punjab, Captain Amarinder Singh has launched a mobile based app named ‗Ghar Ghar 

Nigrani‘, to undertake house to house surveillance in the state, in an effort to check the community spread 

of COVID-19. 

 The Government of Jammu and Kashmir recently launched the Poultry Policy, 2020. 
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 The private spaceflight company, SpaceX successfully launched its latest batch of 58 Starlink internet 

satellites into the orbit, in a rideshare mission. 

 Uttar Pradesh has become the top state in the country to provide employment to the workers under the 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme MGNREGA. 

 In Gujarat, various events are being organised by the State Yog Board through different social media 

platforms as part of the International Yoga Day celebrations. 

 A state-wide 10-day long special campaign will be launched in Rajasthan to create awareness about COVID- 

19. 

 Delhi Government has instructed its Public Works Department to install CCTV cameras in COVID-19 wards of 

all its Corona virus designated hospitals. 

 Raja Parba, Odisha‘s three-day unique festival celebrating the onset of monsoon and the earth‘s 

womanhood has begun. 

 West Bengal government has launched a job portal KarmaBhumi‘ for IT professionals who have returned to 

the state amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The Grand Anicut Dam, on the Cauvery river, near Trichy, was formally declared open by Tamilnadu state 

ministers Duraikannu, O S Maniyan and Kamaraj. 

 Tamil Nadu chief minister Edappadi Palaniswamy has announced a solatium of twenty lakh rupees to the 

family of the jawan who was martyred in the border skirmish between Indian and Chinese soldiers in 

Ladakh. 

 In Uttar Pradesh, a special commission has been set up for the employment generation and safeguarding the 

interests of workers. 

 To ease the burden on COVID Care Centres, Ahmedabad Hospitals and Nursing Homes‘ Association, AHNA 

has launched home care initiative for mild to moderate COVID-19 patients in the city 

 A unique project to produce Neera and Palmgur has been rolled out by the Khadi and Village Industries 

Commission (KVIC) in Palghar district of Maharashtra. 

 The Delhi Government is to convert the Radha Soami Spiritua Centre into a COVID-19 care facility. The 

centre is as large as 22 football fields. 

 Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, Girish Chandra Murmu formally inaugurated the Yoga Week- 

2020, in connection with the International Day of Yoga (IDY) on 21st of June at a function held at Raj Bhavan 

in Jammu. 

 The Tamil Nadu government's Employment and Training department has started a new portal to assist job 

seekers in the post Covid 19 scenario. 

 On 18 June 2020, Karnataka observed Mask Day‘ to create awareness about the importance of wearing a 

mask as a preventive measure against Covid-19. 

 The Jammu & Kashmir Administration approved the Agriculture Production Department‘s proposal to 

change its nomenclature to ―Agriculture Production & Farmers Welfare Department‖ and announced new 

rules for appointments to various posts. 

 Maharashtra Government has launched a new portal which will be useful not only for those who are in 

search of Jobs but also for those entrepreneurs who are in search of skilled workforce. 

 The 19th Great June Uprising Day was observed on 18th June at Kekrupat, Manipur. 
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 Taking into consideration the situation arising due to the Novel Corona Virus, Gujarat Chief Minister Mr. 

Vijay Rupani launched online course material for more than 1 lakh students engaged in professional courses 

at I.T.I. 

 In Madhya Pradesh, the Madhya Kshetra Vidyut Vitaran Company has started the Nishtha Vidyut Mitra 

Scheme for women empowerment in one of its kind of initiatives. In this scheme, women Self-Help Groups 

at Gram Panchayat level will work as Nishtha Vidyut Mitra. 

 In Rajasthan, Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has today launched a statewide public awareness campaign to 

make people aware of Corona virus. 

 One of the eight subsidiaries of Coal India Limited, Sambalpur headquartered Mahanadi Coalfields Limited 

(MCL) on 20th June 2020 has informed that the company has prepared a Rs 60,000 crore investment plan 

for the state of Odisha. 

 The state government of Jharkhand is likely to become the second state after Kerala in the country to launch 

a job guarantee scheme that will be on the lines of Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 

Act (MNREGA). 

 The state government of Tripura has decided to start a scheme for school students from 25th June 2020. 

 At the centuries-old historic Kamakhya Temple at Guwahati, for the first time in six centuries of record 

available from 1565, the 5 days Ambubachi Mela will not be organized due by keeping in mind the possibility 

of spreading the COVID-19 virus. 

 In Jammu and Kashmir, the Budgam District Magistrate inaugurated two-day Sensitization-cum-Awareness 

Workshop yesterday for service providers affiliated with different types of business activities, particularly 

shopkeepers all across the district. 

 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, K. Palaniswami has inaugurated compressed biogas (CBG) Plant in Namakkal. 

 Rajasthan state government will soon launch Indira Rasoi Yojana for the poor. 

 Among the major states in India, Karnataka has achieved the highest per patient contact tracing at about 47 

contacts per patient. 

 Uttar Pradesh government will establish Covid help desks at every police station, hospital, collectorate, 

Block Development Office and major institutions including jails of state. 

 Maharashtra government has announced an ex-gratia of Rs. 30 lakh for employees of power department 

who die due to COVID-19. 

 The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) is launching Mission Universal Testing‘ in Mumbai under 

which one lakh antigen testing kits will be made available. 

 The Jharkhand government has launched an employment guarantee scheme for the urban unskilled 

workers. The scheme will be on similar lines of Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(MGNREGA). 

 Through the virtual platform, Jitendra Singh (Union Minister of State for Development of North Eastern 

Region I/C) had inaugurated Border Roads Organisation (BRO) constructed bridges- Devika and Puneja on 

24th June 2020. 

 This scheme was announced as a part of the AtmaNirbhar Bharat Package by Finance Minister back on 13th 

May 2020. On 24th June 2020, the Credit Guarantee Scheme for Sub-ordinate Debt (CGSSD) was launched. 

 The Madhya Pradesh Madhya Kshetra Vidyut Vitaran Company Limited(MPMKVVCL) introduced the Nishtha 

Vidyut Mitra Scheme for women empowerment. 
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 Maharashtra State Government has introduced ―Maha Parwana plan to attract fresh investment in

industries.

 Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas and Steel, Dharmendra Pradhan has inaugurated a Product

Application and Development Centre (PADC) set up by Indian Oil at Paradip, Odisha.

 As per a 2016 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between the State Government of Andhra

Pradesh and Gurugram headquartered Apollo Tyres Limited, the company will set up its new manufacturing

unit at Chittoor district of the state.

 For 12,247 Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) and bigger industrial units (including the textile

industry) in the state, the Gujarat Government on 26th June 2020 has launched an online cash aid initiative.

 As a part of one of the five aspects of the revised COVID-19 response plan of New Delhi, the Delhi

Government jointly with National Centre for Disease Control will conduct the Sero Survey across the

National Capital from 27th June 2020.

 Girish Chandra Murmu, the lieutenant governor of the Union Territory (UT) of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K),

has rolled out 2 customized loan schemes of J&K Bank namely J&K Bank Business Support Loan Scheme

2019-20‘ and J&K Bank Business Support Loan Scheme 2019-20 for Hotels and Guest Houses‘ with the aim to

overcome business challenges that have stemmed up due to the prevailing conditions.

 Uttar Pradesh government has decided to form a dedicated force for security of courts, metro rail, airports,

industrial establishments, banks and other organizations in the state. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has

directed officials to constitute the Uttar Pradesh Special Security Force (UPSSF) for this purpose.

 Nagaland Government has notified the implementation of the PM Street Vendor's Atma Nirbhar Nidhi (PM- 

SVANidhi) in the State with immediate effect and till March 2022.

 Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh YS Jagan Mohan Reddy has unveiled a scheme titled YSR Kapu Nestham‘

for the welfare of the women from Kapu community.

 The Chhattisgarh government, led by Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel has launched Godhan Nyay Yojana‘ in

the state to make animal husbandry commercially profitable, prevent open grazing by cattle, solve the

problem of stray animals on roads and for environment conservation.

 Arunachal Pradesh state government is to implement Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) in the State.

 Madhya Pradesh government will launch a 'Kill Corona' campaign from July 1 to control the spread of

coronavirus in the state.

 In Jammu & Kashmir, a massive search operation was launched in several villages near the Line of Control in

Kalsiyan area of Nowshera today after reports of some suspicious movement.

 Bhupesh Baghel, Chief Minister of 7 announced the launch of ―Godhan Nyay Yojana through an online

press conference to promote animal husbandry and make it a commercially profitable practice and to

procure the cow dung from the farmers at a fixed rate.

 Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray launched the world's largest plasma therapy trials for the

COVID-19 "Project Platina".

 In a bid to attract fresh industrial investments in Maharashtra, the state government announced a new plan

called Maha Parwana‘, which will offer several incentives and offer a single-window clearance system for

project execution7

 The Delhi government is all set to establish India‘s first plasma bank in the national capital to fight the novel

coronavirus.
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 The State Government of Andhra Pradesh will take up the construction of 3 Million (30 lakh) houses under

the YSR Jagananna Colonies project after distributing the house sites to the beneficiaries on 8th July 2020.

 Uttarakhand forest department has developed India‘s first lichen park in Kumaon‘s Munsiyari, Pithoragarh

district. Lichens are found in the Himalayas up to 5000 metres are important species as they are the best

bioindicators of the pollution levels.




